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The Possuk tells us that one will be able to search for Hashem in the
depths of one's heart and find Him there, if one seeks him diligently.

The holy Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L says that »own" - From there, means
from wherever you may happen to be. Hashem is everywhere and can be
found at every level. At whatever point a person may be in life, he will
find Hashem, if only he truly looks for Him.

A child who feels that he has caused his parents great distress, may
feel uneasy in their presence. It is only when the child grows up and has
children of his own, that he can appreciate how parents crave their
children's closeness to them, and how anxious they really are to overlook
their child's errant ways.

Hashem's love for his children, Bnei Yisroel, surpasses even the love
of a father for his child. Hashem has promised us that He will never
abandon us but rather, we will always be close to Him and Hashem will
always be accessible to us.
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The prohibition of saturating fabric with liquid, is relevant when
cleaning up spilled liquids. Therefore, if a small amount of liquid is
spilled, one is permitted to blot it even with a garment (e.g. apron),
provided the garment will not become thoroughly saturated.

If a larger amount of clear liquid is spilled, one is forbidden to mop it
with a garment, but may use a towel, rag or paper towel, which is
permitted, since people generally do not mind leaving them saturated.

If a large amount of colored or odorous liquid spilled, one is permitted
to mop it up with a garment or towel. However, 218 - dyeing, 1s a
Melachah, and to avoid any possibility of transgressing, one should
preferably use a rag or paper towel
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excellency," he began, "these are people of the Jewish faith. They are
lamenting a major calamity that befell them, and their Synagogue was
destroyed."

"Was this recently?" asked Napolean.

"No. Actually, it occurred over 1700 years ago."

"Here?"

"No, your excellency, in Jerusalem."

Napolean was quiet for a few moments. Then, in a voice full of
admiration, he exclaimed, "Absolutely remarkable! These Jews are
mourning for something that happened so long ago and so far away. Now
I understand how the Jewish people have survived for so many
generations. A nation with memories that ancient, which still longs for
deliverance after all these years, will continue to exist forever!"
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There is a parable to explain this Possuk, told by the great Maggid of
Dubno ZT"L, of someone who would borrow silverware from his
neighbor, but would always return what he borrowed with an additional
item. When the person who lent the object asked, in surprise, why the
borrower added to the original loan, he would constantly receive the same
reply, "The spoon, you lent me, gave birth to a second spoon....."

After a while, the same person borrowed a large silver menorah. Days
passed and the borrower did not return the Menorah. Finally, the lender
went to the borrower's house and asked for his Menorah back. The
borrower put on a sad look and said, "I'm so sorry, but your menorah
died!"

The lender could not believe his ears and began to protest. However,
the borrower silenced him sharply, "If you believed, all this time, that
your metal spoons could give birth, then you'll have to believe that your
metal Menorah could die as well!"

Explains the Maggid: Be careful, for he who adds - may also detract!
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A very famous story is told, that in the year 1812, the French

- conqueror Napolean, led his armies in an invasion of Poland. As they

were passing through a Jewish village, Napolean heard the sound of a

| large number of people weeping. The crying became so loud, that he sent
| one of his trusted men to investigate what all the commotion was about
| and to see if he could be of any help.

The soldier cautiously began searching around and as he entered the

| building from which the wailing was emanating, he realized that he had

entered a synagogue, where all the Jews came to pray. He walked in and
found all the villagers sitting on the ground. Uncomprehending, he
ventured further into the little prayer hall and looked for someone to
explain to him what this was all about. After consulting with the elders,
he found out that it was Tishah B'av, and that Jews all around the world
were mourning the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash - their holy
Sanctuary, that was burned and razed to the ground many, many years
ago, in Jerusalem.

The soldier left the Shul and went back to report to Napolean. "Your




