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Swin3: For many years, Esav fooled his father into thinking
that he was righteous and attentive to mitzvah performance.
He would ask halachic questions and maintain an image of a
Torah scholar. But finally, when events led to Yaakov
receiving the blessings instead of Esav, things now became
clear to Yitzchok. He saw Gehinnom open underneath Esav;
A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"Wyt nn i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (28)

The Modern Lavatory. In last week’s issue, we began
discussing the halachic laws involving a lavatory/bathroom,
and concluded by mentioning that there might be certain
applicable leniencies nowadays when, with modern
plumbing, the waste is quickly washed away. Since this is
relevant to many halachic cases we’ll explain it in greater
detail. The Gemara (1) discusses a “Persian” toilet which was
dug out in the ground like a slanted tunnel. The waste
immediately moved away and because of this, it was not
considered a "NOoN 171". One was even permitted to recite
Krias Shema there as long as there was no lingering smell ().

The Chazon Ish ZT”’L 3) has a doubt about our lavatories
today. On the one hand, they do seem to be quite similar to
the Persian bathrooms. However, there is a slight difference.
Here, the waste remains in the bowl till it is flushed away,
while there, it immediately sloped away. R’ Moshe
Feinstein ZT”’L ) also concludes in doubt. Even though
some are completely lenient, the conclusion of most Poskim
(see Shevet HalLevi 1:27) is not to rely on this leniency
alone, unless there is a great need. The reason why we wrote
last week that one can rely on this not to wash his hands
when just entering a modern lavatory, is because some hold
CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV

he heard the harshness in his voice and the chutzpah in his
words; he realized the evil of his older son who sold his
birthright for a bowl of beans. Yitzchok was now convinced
that Yaakov, the Tzaddik, was worthy of the blessings, and
Esav, the wicked one, was not. "n» 72 0)' - “You will also
be blessed,” was all he could offer Esav at that point!
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that even in an old-fashioned restroom, one is not required to
wash his hands unless he actually does his needs there.
Washing Hands After Relieving Oneself. There is a clear
obligation to wash one’s hands after relieving oneself and to
do it as quickly as possible (5. Most Poskim hold that
pouring one time is enough, unlike the morning washing after
sleep (negel vasser) that requires pouring three times on each
hand (). Also, one may wash directly from the faucet without
using a cup. Some Gedolim had a custom to use a washing
cup . If one is about to begin davening, it is highly
preferable to wash with a cup because the independent
obligation to wash before davening, should preferably be
done like washing for bread, which is with a utensil (). If one
relieves himself not in a lavatory, and does not touch a
usually covered part of the body, there is no obligation to
wash his hands, but it is preferable to do so if he has water (9).
Washing Hands Inside the Lavatory. Ideally, the above-
mentioned obligation to wash hands should be done outside
the bathroom. If the only sink available is inside the
bathroom, the Minchas Yitzchok (10) permits washing inside.
R’ Moshe says one should do so but not dry his hands till he
leaves the bathroom (11). If he can take a little water outside in a

cup or in his cupped hands and wash outside, it is even better.
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The posuk tells us that Hashem answered the tefillah of Yitzchok - ™5 anyn". Rashi explains the reason: n»an mmT pre”
"YU 12 YIS NAND I8 2 18 . Rivka was the daughter of Lavan Ha’arami (N7 - trickster) and therefore, her fefillos were
secondary to Yitzchok’s. Isn’t it ironic that after the difficult life Rivka endured in her father’s home, becoming a Tzadekes and
Ba’alas Teshuva on her own, her tefillos were not answered before Yitzchok’s, who grew up in the home of the Gadol Hador?

The Seforim Hakedoshim tell us that when a child davens and is in need of a yeshua, his father and grandfather are surely
davening along with him. As a result, when Yitzchok was davening for a child, he wasn’t davening alone - he had his father,
Avraham Avinu, davening along with him that he and Rivka should bear a child. Hashem answered Yitzchok’s tefillah, since
two people, Avraham and Yitzchok, who were both moser nefesh for the Ribono shel Olam, were davening together for a

yeshuah. Rivka was certainly on a high spiritual level, but her tefillos were not accompanied by anyone else’s prayers.

We see from here that due to Avraham’s tefillah, Yitzchok was able to have a child. Thus, the word "P>" rather than the
more common "7 is fitting here, for instead of saying “Avraham gave birth to Yitzchok,” the posuk denotes that Avraham
"pnY X PN - he made it possible (>yan ') for Yitzchok to have a child later on. How amazing is it to recognize that when
we daven to Hashem for refuos and yeshuos, not only are we praying, but our zaidas and elter-zaidas (great-grandfathers)

already in the next world are melitzei yosher and accompanying our tefillos as well! May Hashem answer all our tefillos.

A Wise Man would say: Mazel Tov fo Yanky and]
o . . . . . . . Sara Eisenstein on the
Laziness is nothing more than the habit of resting before you get tired.
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev is the yahrzeit of Chabad Shluchim Rabbi Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg HY”D, who were
murdered during the November 26, 2008 terror attacks at Nariman House in Mumbai, India. Everyone has heard amazing
stories of the Holtzberg’s complete and utter self-sacrifice, day in and day out until their tragic murders. But even after their
passing, their legend - and their blessing - lives on with the following story, told by their brother-in-law, Mordechai Kaler.

The Kalers were married in March 2005 (5765) and anticipated, as most young couples do, that fairly soon they would be
expecting a child. However, it soon became apparent that their path to parenthood was not going as smooth as they had
innocently imagined. After more than a year, they were diagnosed with “unexplained infertility.” To a young couple in their
early twenties these words were quite scary. They traveled from doctor to doctor but were told the same thing after every visit,
and every test led to more questions but never any answers. A few years passed and the pain of being childless became deeper
and stronger. They tried fertility treatments but were unsuccessful and they finally decided that after such emotionally,
physically and financially draining exercises in futility, they needed to take some time to recuperate before attempting
anything else. With little choice, they began to come to terms with the brutal reality that they may never become parents.

Throughout this entire process there were always two people who knew exactly when, how and what to say to comfort
them. Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg would speak to their brother and sister-in-law to offer encouragement at every turn. The
Kalers always found it inspirational and uplifting to hear the amazing stories that would take place at the Chabad house in
Mumbai. On 18 Elul 5768, Mordechai spoke to Gabi and informed him of their intention to take some time off from the
fertility treatments. But Gabi was insistent. He spent close to an hour trying to convince the Kalers to do the exact opposite.
He insisted they call Bonei Olam, an organization whose mission is to assist every Jewish couple overcome infertility and
realize the dream of parenthood, and the Kalers finally relented. They told him they would call, and Gabi ended the call by
blessing them with a Gut Gebentched Yur, assuring them that this coming year they will be blessed with a child.

As promised, the Kalers made the phone call to Bonei Olam and were quickly taken in. They will never forget the
compassion with which the organization handled every aspect of their situation. They were set up with a great doctor and
immediately began treatments again. The first few were unsuccessful and the doctor recommended a more invasive approach.
The Kalers were despondent and hesitant to continue, but throughout the entire process, the Holtzbergs in Mumbai were
constantly cheering them on and continuously advising them to carry on and never give up. And so, they pressed on.

The first of the invasive treatments was scheduled for November 26th, 2008. As they were driving to the appointment that
afternoon, they received a call from a family member that something was happening in Mumbai and no one can get in touch
with Gabi or Rivky. They debated whether to continue to the appointment or immediately turn around and head back, but after
much deliberation, they decided to go to the appointment. It was not long after they left the doctor’s office when they heard of
the terror attack in Mumbai and a day later, the horrifying news of Gabi and Rivky’s murder. They were devastated.

The turmoil and sadness that ensued is beyond description, but to put salt on the wound, when they returned home, they
were notified that an additional round of treatment would be necessary. They almost gave up right then and there but after
speaking with their case manager from Bonei Olam, he made them realize that it was Gabi and Rivky who pushed them this
far and they cannot give up on account of what happened. As incredibly difficult as it was, they made another appointment for
the final cycle of treatments. It took every ounce of faith and determination to go to the appointment.

And then, they got the call. “Congratulations! Your test came back positive! You are expecting!” It was absolutely
unbelievable! Nine and a half months later, a baby girl was born - on 18 Elul 5769 - exactly one year to the day after Gabi

L -

Holtzberg had blessed them! May their holy and pure neshamos plead bef,ge the Almighty on behalf of all of Klal Yisroel.
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Swn: There was a well-known Torah personality living in
Jerusalem, who would display some unusual tendencies
and mannerisms while he davened. Although it was unclear
if he was transgressing any halachos, a few people felt it
was incorrect and wished to “come out” against this person
in public. To this end, they approached R’ Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach ZT”L, and asked him to sign a paper and be at
the forefront of the opposition to this man and his prayers.
The Rosh Yeshivah listened to their complaint and said,
“Do this. Pay careful attention to how this person conducts

himself when he benches (Birchas Hamazon), as well as
with regard to how he performs other mitzvos.”

The petitioners did not understand and asked why this was
important. R> Shlomo Zalman answered, “We know the rule:
NP2y mM N1y (one sin leads to another sin). Now, if it is
true that this man is ‘sinning’ in the way he davens, then it
must be that he is sinning in other areas of mitzvah
performance as well. He will not be able to hide it. On the
other hand, if he is righteous in all other areas, then obviously
there is no real issue with the way he davens either!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Torah devotes ample length discussing the three
wells of Yitzchok Avinu, which were originally attributed to
his father, Avraham Avinu, and after being sealed up by the
Pelishtim, were later redug by his son, Yitzchok. The first
letter of the name of each well - many ,MvY pwy - spell
out the word "yw~" as well as the word "yv" (gate). The
lesson to be derived from this is that when a Jew
overcomes his Yetzer Hara, who urges him to sin and give
in to his inner wickedness, he converts himself over from
potentially being a "yw7" to entering a "yv" - a gateway to
righteousness. As the posuk in Tehillim states: 'n% “ywn m"
(3-r°P) "2 W OIS - “This is the gate of Hashem through
which only the Tzaddikim (righteous ones) may enterit.”
Indeed, writes the Slonimer Rebbe, R’ Avraham
Weinberg ZT”’L (Bais Avraham), the three wells represent
the manner in which a Jew can progress in the service of
Hashem. In the beginning the Yetzer Hara tries to
overcome him and entice him with all kinds of arguments
not to serve Hashem. Thus, the first well is called "pwy" -
“Contention,” for the Yetzer Hara contends with him, in
order to convince and restrain him from Avodas Hashem.
When a person rises to the test and overcomes these
enticements, the Yetzer Hara does not give up, but rises
again to oppose him and cause him to fail. This is done in
order to weaken his hand in Torah and mitzvos. This is
alluded to in the second well called "nmvv" - “Opposition.”
But when he overcomes this challenge as well, then
Hashem will shine upon him. “And now Hashem has made
room for us (MM and we will be fruitful in the land.”
Even though the wells that Avraham dug were closed up
by the Pelishtim, the well of Yitzchok will always remain.
Yitzchok’s wells were dug with extra exertions of his
strength and whatever a Jew achieves in Avodas Hashem
by exerting himself will remain forever like an iron wall.
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The Medrash tells us: “Before Avraham, old age is not
found in the Torah, but of him it states: ‘Avraham was old.’
Before Yitzchok, suffering is not mentioned, but of him it says,
‘His eyes dimmed from sight.” Before Yaakov, illness is not
Sfound, but of him it says, ‘Behold, your father is ill.’” Indeed,
the Patriarchs persuaded Hashem, for the sake of mankind, to
give man “gifts” - old age, suffering and disease! We need to
understand what moved them to ask for these three things.

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”’L (Oznaim L’Torah) explains
that Avraham’s kindness brought him to the highest spiritual
degree; not only feeling a traveler’s physical suffering due to
hunger and strain, but also his mental anguish when, among
strangers, he does not receive the honor and respect he is used
to at home. Avraham, on the other hand, honored everyone,
even Arabs “who worship the dust of their feet.” Thus,
Avraham recognized a unique problem: With everyone
looking exactly the same, when fathers arrived somewhere
with their sons, no one could tell whom to honor more. He,
therefore, asked Hashem to crown fathers with old age.

Yitzchok, cultivated the fear of Divine retribution. On two
occasions he shuddered with fear: when he was bound by the
Akeida and feared lest the sacrifice be flawed, and again
when Esav approached him for a blessing, and he saw
Gehinnom open beneath him. It was he who feared to die
without suffering, lest that invite a stricter punishment in the
afterlife. Thus, he asked for suffering to purge his “sins.”

Yaakov saw that Avraham had produced a Yishmael, and
Yitzchok, an Esav. Thus, he successfully devoted his whole
life to educating his children in Torah and mitzvos. All the
same, he feared that his sons might leave the correct path
before his death. Knowing that children will always heed a
father’s last request before death, he asked Hashem to inform
mankind, through illness, that a person’s death is not far off,
so that “during two or three days of illness he can bring his
children back to the right path.” (Medrash)

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The obvious question on this posuk is, if we are discussing the children of Yitzchok, why does the Torah need to tell us that
Avraham was Yitzchok’s father? Shouldn’t the Torah mention the children, rather than the father, of Yitzchok? R’ Gamliel
Rabinowitz Shlit’a explains so beautifully that in order to be a successful parent, one must look back at the path his father
paved, respect it and emulate it. He even puts it into the category of a segulah! If you want to have good children who follow in
your path, then show your children how you, too, follow in the path your parents paved for you. Of course, every individual is
unique and adds his own dimension to his chinuch, but a parent who demonstrates how he follows and respects the path of his
ancestors, will enable his children to feel pride in their mesorah, and desire to further it. Although Yitzchok was a completely
different personality and nature than his father Avraham, he still tried in every way possible to emulate Avraham Avinu.

The middah of Avraham is Chessed and Yitzchok is known for Pachad, literally translated as “fear.” What exactly was he
afraid of? Rabbi Frand Shlit’a quotes in the name of R” Matisyahu Solomon Shlit’a that Yitzchok was petrified of deviating
from the mesorah he received from his father, even a miniscule amount! We see this from the fact that the Torah goes into great
length about Yitzchok reopening the wells that Avraham had dug and renaming them the same names his father had. There
aren’t too many stories about Yitzchok, but the Torah mentions the wells, says Rabbeinu Bachaye ZT”’L, in order to teach us

that to properlv continue the chain of our mesorah. a Jew must respect, uphold and follow the path his father blazed before him.




