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The Rambam writes in Mishneh Torah: "(By a metzorah) If there is doubt
as to which came first, the white hairs or the white patch of skin, he is aTe -
unpure." This is puzzling. The gemara (.80 06T aaa) tell us that the 10 &a6Ué
aioT - Heavenly Academy, was divided on this halachah and decided to
dispatch a messenger to bring Rabbah bar Nachmeini to Heaven and have him
settle the matter. As his soul was leaving him, he said, "giae gaae" - "Pure
pure.” Thus, how can the Rambam rule aTe contrary to the ruling of Rabbah
bar Nachmeini, who was considered "Unequalled in the laws of G10g0?"

R' Yosef Karo ZT"L, in his commentary Kesef Mishneh answers: There is
a well known rule that, "aéa T€TUA &1 440" - "The Torah is not in Heaven."
Namely, although the Torah was written by Hashem, He endowed it to the
Jews, at which point He gave over control of the final outcome of Jewish law
and halachah. Thus, when a matter of halachic dispute arises, all decisions are
to be rendered by the Beis Din Shel Matah - Earthly Court, even if they rule
contrary to Hashem's own intent. So much so, to the extent that the gemara
concludes that even were a Heavenly voice to state that the halacha follows a
specific opinion, this would not change our outlook on the matter. However,
this very principle also disqualifies the ruling of Rabbah bar Nachmeini. Since
the words, "Pure, pure,” were uttered at the time when his soul was departing
from his earthly body, at that exact moment he was less of this world than of
the next. As a result, such a ruling can not be relied upon as having emanated
from "this world," and thus the Rambam is justified in ruling to the contrary.
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R' Moshe Sofer ZT'"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

"The gemara tells us that gentiles have a different physical makeup from
that of Jews. As a result, medical conclusions reached as a result of treatment
of non-Jews do not necessarily apply to Jews!"

A Strict Disciplinarian once said::
"Some people are alive only because it is illegal to kill them!"

R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievski ZT'L (Steipler Gaon) would say:

"It is not, as people think, that a lack of achievement leads to despair and
minimal diligence; to the contrary, it is despair and a lack of diligence which
prevent achievement, for as Chazal tell us, one who seeks to purify himself is
granted Heavenly assistance."
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least I was treated with respect!' On other occasions, the rich homeowner will
grumble through my pitch, not even letting me finish my words. Respect?
Forget about it! But then he presents me with a beautiful donation and it makes
it all worth it. That is when I think to myself, 'This, too, should be a &@6€. At
least the amount of the donation was worth it!""

"Now, the Torah tells us that a woman who has just recently given birth,
must bring two korbonos: 'A sheep within its first year for an Olah, and a
young dove for a Chatos.' Such a woman needs two atonements before she
becomes pure again." R' Meir paused for a moment. Then he said loudly, "Reb
Yid, today in your home, I was neither treated with respect nor did I receive a
worthy donation. In such a situation I feel exactly like that woman who has just
given birth. She needs two atonements and I received two atonements! But I'm
not a woman and I don't deserve these U3g6é!" The rich man was impressed by
R' Meir's devotion and became a fervent supporter of the yeshiva.
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The Torah tells us that when a woman gives birth to a daughter, she remains
in a state of impurity for sixty-six days, twice as long as the applicable time
when the child is a male. What is the significance of this extra period of time?

R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L likens this to the first duty of a new
father, to perform the Bris Milah on his son. This mitzvah will allow the father
to imbue his son with a moral strength of character and a means to serve as a
model for a G-dly way of life. Similarly, the fact that a woman's path to purity
following the birth of a daughter is twice as long as after the birth of a son, will
certainly serve to impress upon herself the importance and grandeur of her own
task to become teacher, guide and role model for her daughter and all Jewish
women of the future. After all, the mother's influence in molding the moral
standards of her daughters is twice as great as her influence on the moral
development of her sons. The main thrust of a young boy's training generally
comes from his father, to whom he can look to as a model for his own future
role as a productive and knowledgeable Jewish man. With daughters, on the
other hand, the mother is not only their greatest role model but also the person
who actually molds their character. It follows thus, that after the birth of each
daughter, a mother will do well to prepare herself with redoubled intensity,
both for her own sake and for the sake of her newborn child, in order that they
both ascend the lofty path of purity and morality to match the heights of
Hashem's own lofty ideals of spirituality and holiness.
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In the famous "Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin,” debts were piling up and the
founder and Rosh Yeshiva, R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L, was forced to go out, once
again, and collect funds to keep the yeshiva afloat. R' Meir had a way with
words and most of the wealthy people he approached usually responded in a
generous way. One time, however, R' Meir came to the house of a notably rich
individual but instead of being warmly welcomed by the owner of the house, he
was made to wait in the parlor for quite a bit of time before a paltry sum, totally
unbefitting a Rosh Yeshiva, was handed to him.

A disappointed R' Meir looked at the few pennies in his hand and then called
out with a sigh, "Reb Yid, you should know, that I'm not a childbearing woman
and I don't need two U@ - Atonements!"

The rich man had already turned his back on R' Meir and now he slowly
turned around to face the Rosh Yeshiva. "What was that you said? I didn't
understand the meaning of your words," he said with mock interest.

R' Meir looked at the rich man and realized what type of person he was
dealing with. "Allow me to explain myself," answered R' Meir with a hint of a
smile. "You see, I do quite a bit of collecting for this great yeshiva and I've met
many people, including wealthy ones like yourself. I've found that each
experience that I encounter falls into one of two categories. There are times
where I will be warmly welcomed into a home, treated with utmost respect,
even offered a hot meal. But when the time to give a donation comes, a small
amount is all I receive. It is then that I think to myself, Tt should be a 8@0€. At
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