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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

When Yom Kippur falls out on Shabbos

Avinu Malkeinu Even though we do not say “Avinu
Malkeinu” on a regular Erev Yom Kippur, this year is
different. Since Yom Kippur falls out on Shabbos and we
will omit “Avinu Malkeinu” the entire next day until the end
of Neilah, we thus recite one more “Avinu Malkeinu” by
Shachris on Erev Yom Kippur ().

Lighting Candles When lighting candles on Erev Yom
Kippur, a lady should remember to mention both Yom
Kippur and Shabbos in her beracha. If she forgot to
mention Yom Kippur, and did not correct herself
immediately, she must repeat the entire beracha . If she
forgot to mention Shabbos, and there is still time before
Shekiah (sunset), she may ask another person to light the
candles for her and she can make another beracha which
includes both Shabbos and Yom Kippur. If this too cannot
be done, she is nevertheless XXY. (3)

Kiddush Every Shabbos, we fulfill the mitzvah of Kiddush
by mentioning the holiness of Shabbos over wine. The
verbal mention is a Torah obligation, while saying it over
wine is a Rabbinical obligation. This year, when one cannot
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fulfill his Torah obligation of Kiddush «. The Chasam
Sofer () holds that this verbal Kiddush obligation, applies to
Yom Kippur as well, whether it falls out on Shabbos or
weekday. Therefore, one should have in mind while saying
the words "0 nON OM ... 1" in Shemona Esrai, to fulfill
the mitzvah of Kiddush which applies to Yom Kippur.
Shemona Esrai One should keep in mind to mention all the
special Shabbos “additions” during Shemona Esrai. If one
forgot and did not mention Shabbos even once, he must
repeat the entire Shemona Esrai. But if he did mention
Shabbos - even one time - in the middle or at the end of the
beracha, he does not have to say over Shemona Esrai ).
Private Requests A person is permitted to make private
requests during davening on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, even when they fall out on Shabbos.

Havdalah Even though, in the Havdalah of Motzei Yom
Kippur, we cannot say the beracha of "Wn »1NND NM2" on
anewly lit candle, when it is also a Morzei Shabbos, like this
year, one may say the beracha on a newly lit candle. Yet, the
custom is to recite the beracha on a "maww 73" (A candle lit
from before Yom Kippur) even on a year like this (7).

recite it over wine due to the fast, we still have a Torah
obligation to do it at least verbally. Since mitzvos need
kavanah (concentration), one should have in mind, when he
is reciting in Shemona Esrai the words "navin wipn’, to
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WEBBXLY CHIZUX # 49
After the fast of Yom Kippur, one should begin this new time period
with some mitzvah preparations for the upcoming Yom Tov of
Sukkos and some Torah leaming. The merit of being among the few
who are leaming Torah at this very busy time, is very great and is
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what is holding up the entire world in this “hard to leam” time.
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R’ Yitzchok Blazer ZT”’L (R’ Itzele Peterburger) would say:

“A person can easily find out whether he has obtained Divine forgiveness on Yom Kippur. Since ‘Sin blocks
a person’s heart’ (.09 N8Y) - if the sin has been removed, the obstruction must also have been removed. Thus,
after Yom Kippur, if a person feels his heartis pure and obstruction-free, this is a sure sign that his sins were
forgiven. But if his heart is as obstructed and obtuse as ever, it is clear that his sins have not been forgiven.”

R’ Nathan Bulman ZT”’L (Sefer HaToda’ah) would say:

“‘Allow us to pray with the transgressors.’ (Kol Nidre) This prayer was added by the Marranos, Jews who
converted to Christianity during the Spanish Inquisition, but continued to cling to their Jewish faith and
practices in secret. In public, however, they had to act as Christians, or risk torture and death. On Yom Kippur
they gathered in secret and prayed to G-d to forgive them for what they transgressed in order to deceive their
neighbors. So they assembled, and asked permission to pray in the company of their fellow transgressors.”

R’ Naftoli Hurvitz ZT”’L (Rebbe of Ropschitz) would say:
“For some pepple, when they klop 'xvn by’ it’s a wasted effort; why klop when there is no one home!”
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Each year, thousands of chassidim would make their way to Rizhin to spend the Yomim Noraim with their
revered Rebbe. Among them, was an elderly chasid by the name of R’ Asher, who made the journey from his
hometown each year, even with a weak heart that made it difficult for him to fast on Yom Kippur. His Rebbe,
R’ Yisroel, would require him each year to break his fast during the break after Shachris, and although at first
R’ Asher was hesitant, the Rizhiner would make sure to call him into his private room where he would eat
and drink a small amount, without anyone seeing.

As it happened, one year the Rizhiner was totally engrossed in his meditation, and he forgot to send for R’
Asher after Shachris. The elderly man continued to fast throughout the day and became weaker and weaker as
the day went on. Towards nightfall, his heart finally gave out and he collapsed. He died the next morning.
When R’ Yisroel was told what happened, he turned pale. “wa nnn va),” (soul for a soul) was all he said.

The following year, in the midst of the Yom Kippur davening, R’ Yisroel suddenly felt a tremendous thirst
come over him. He motioned to his gabbaim that he felt faint but they didn’t know how to help him and none
of the Rabbonim or Dayanim present understood the gravity of the Rebbe’s thirst to permit him to take a
drink. The Rizhiner held out until the end of the fast, but right after Yom Kippur, developed a serious heart
condition which sickened and weakened him until he passed away a little over a week after Sukkos.

A similar incident took place in the Beis Medrash of the holy Sanzer Rebbe. One year, as the chassidim
were steeped in silent devotion during the Neilah prayer, a terrible cry came from one of the rows. One of the
wealthiest men in town was in the throes of a fainting spell. “Water, I need water,” was all he could scream in
a hoarse voice, before collapsing on the floor in obvious anguish and pain.

The rich man unfortunately maintained a reputation as a miser, never parting with his riches and never
giving to others in their time of need. “Why should we help this man now when he needs water, when he
never helps others with charity?” called out one of the worshipers. Others present nodded their agreement.
However, the chief Dayan, R’ Beirish, could not bear to watch another Jew in obvious pain, and ordered that
the rich man be brought a tiny amount of water - less than a shiur - just to moisten his palette. A drop of
water was poured down his throat but rather than feel refreshed, the man screamed louder, “I need more
water! More water! Give me more before I die from thirst.”

Another small amount was brought to the man’s lips but this too did not seem to quench his thirst. At this
point, R” Beirish was unsure how to continue with the man and decided to bring the question before the holy
Sanzer Rov. Tepidly, he approached the Rebber’s chair and explained the problem to him.

R’ Chaim never looked up from his machzor. “Tell the man, that for every drop of water that he is given,
he must donate one hundred zlotys to tzedakah. If he agrees to these terms, give him as much water as he
wants!” Amazingly, as soon as the offer was made, the rich man suddenly began to feel much better!
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Sem: When the kehillah of Tzelem hired their new 97 - vow, for which it is forbidden to break.”

Rov, R’ Menachem Katz ZT”L, he insisted, as a Afterwards, one community leader spoke up and
condition of his hiring, that they sponsor a group of said, “Our Rov says that we made a vow when we
ten to twelve yungeleit, who will sit and learn all hired him. If so, then on the night of Kol Nidrei, we
day, and be supported by the community. The will instruct the chazan to have in mind to release us
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Anyone who has ever spent some time in Eretz
Yisroel, has surely come across the phenomenon
known as "mwn ¥an" - which literally translates as “a
suspicious object.” R’ Sholom Wallach Shlit’a
relates how he was once walking down the street on
Erev Yom Kippur, when he saw the flashing lights of
police cars and a large crowd gathering near Rechov
Yaffo. A green valise was lying in the gutter and the
police were nervously pushing people back.

Standing a few feet apart, a small group of bearded
Charedim were watching the spectacle, albeit through
their own perspective, one which conveyed a lesson
in how to prepare for the holiest of days.

“I’'m sure it’s a false alarm,” said one man.

“But you don’t know for sure,” responded a second
man. “This is precisely why we say during selichos,
TIYT Y022 PIAD MRLVNY RLVN DY’ - ‘For the sin, that we
sinned before You, without knowing.”” Pensive quiet.

Another man spoke up. “The police are so nervous.
They’re afraid to let anyone near the bag for fear of
an explosion. Why don’t we fear sin and treat it with
the same attitude as we do a bomb? They both have a
devastating effect.” Once again, the men contemplated
this sobering thought as they watched in silence.

The mechanized robot was brought in to detonate
the valise. “Look,” called another, “how it dumps all
the contents right out on the street in front of
everyone - clothing, socks, shampoo, medicine. How
embarrassing it must be for the owner of the valise?”
How embarrassing, indeed, when Hashem lays our
souls bare before the Heavenly Court, exposing our
vast collection of sins from the entire year. But it is
not too late - there is still time for teshuvah!

The holy day of Yom Kippur culminates in the
awesome tefillah of Neilah. The gates of Heaven are
thrown open wide and our cries mingled with our
tears are guaranteed to not go unanswered. At this
auspicious moment, one would think that our prayers
would deal solely with our needs and the needs of
Klal Yisroel. Yet, specifically at this point in the Yom
Kippur Neilah service, when we plead for forgiveness
for all of our sins, we recite the words, 'n NTNHNY”
PN SN WND MY 55 DY IS MTINND IPON
"W - “You taught us, Hashem our G-d, to confess
all our sins before You, so that we may cease to
engage in robbery.” How does the concept of
robbery fit into to all of this?

The gemara (nNp P11MD) states: “Come and see
how great is the power of robbery, for though the
generation of the flood transgressed all laws, their
decree of punishment was sealed only because they
stretched out their hands to rob.” The Sefas Emes,
R’ Yehudah Leib Alter ZT”’L suggests that in fact
all sinning involves thievery. When we indulge in
what is forbidden, we are, in effect, taking that which
is not ours. The posuk tells us: "oNPN NN NIHM”
(N WNII) - “And the earth was filled with
thievery.” All transgressions are essentially an aspect
of thievery since everything belongs to the Almighty.

The dreadful fate of the generation of the flood
was sealed because their sin of robbery tipped the
scales. Thus, at Neilah, when our individual lots for
the coming year is signed and sealed, we pour out our
hearts before the Almighty that we should not come
to indulge in ©nN - thievery and stealing of any kind,
S0 as not to encounter a negative judgment, y'n.
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It is widely known in chassidic circles, that from among the various Rebbes over the past two centuries, no
two were as varied in their approach to Avodas Hashem, as the Sanzer and the Rizhiner. While the great R’

arrangement was agreed upon, but after a few years,
the cost to support these yungeleit and their families
became too great for the kehillah, and they
stubbornly refused to continue supporting.

That year, R> Menachem got up to deliver his
Shabbos Shuva derasha and in the course of his
words, he announced, “You should know, that when
you agreed to sponsor these yungeleit, you forged a

from this vow!” They all nodded in agreement.
That year, as the chazan began to sing Kol Nidrei,
he forgot the tune and couldn’t get the words out ......

“wna: On the night of Yom Kippur, we emphasize the

extreme gravity the Torah attaches not only to formal
vows, but also to the general concept that a Jew must
keep his word. If a person (or a kehillah) is insincere
in his vow, the Kol Nidrei tefillah will have no effect.
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Chaim Halberstam ZT”L of Sanz was so poor that after giving away every penny from the kvitlach he
received to tzedakah, he often had no money with which to buy basic food supplies for his own household,
the holy R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L of Rizhin served Hashem in a “Malchusdik” (royal) manner,
maintaining a beautiful “palace” and Beis Medrash, gold and silver goblets which graced his regal table, as
well an attire worthy of the Emperor himself. However, their differences notwithstanding, each tzaddik
understood the best manner with which to elevate himself and his followers, although the end result was not
always similar or consistent with their respective dynasties.




