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person should never hold himself back from the House of
Study, nor from Torah study, not even as he is dying: “Rav
Yonason said, One should never abstain from the Beis
Hamedrash and from Torah study, even in the hour of death
for it is said, ‘This is the Torah, when a man dies in a tept’ -

even in the hour of death one should be engaged in the
study of Torah. Resh Lakish said, The words of the Torah
can endure only with he who sacrifices himself for it, as it is
said, ‘This is the Torah, when a man dies in a tent.”” Rav

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N P’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (82)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Torah Sheets. Since
we’ve written the last two weeks about learning Torah during
davening and related topics, we must mention the following. As
we see on a weekly basis, placing Torah sheets in shuls has
become a new and successful method of spreading Torah to tens
of thousands of people. Those who distribute them only want to
be ©170 15w and not bring people to do anything undesirable. It
is therefore important to halachically analyze a few points.
Reading Torah Sheets. The shuls and Batei Medrashos of Klal
Yisroel are places where many many Yidden come on a daily
basis, and Torah sheets can and should be learned there. Before
and after davening are optimal times for this. Many people take
them home and read them to their families. During Krias
HaTorah between Aliyos, if time is taken to make a “Mi
Sheberach,” this would also be an appropriate time to read the
Torah sheets - with the clear intent to go back to answering and
listening when the Mi Sheberach is over. Also, TN 9y, after
the silent Shemona Esrai while waiting for the Shatz to begin is
permitted, however, the sefer Pesach HaDvir (1) brings from an
earlier Gadol who felt a hardship came his way because this
sometimes caused him to not listen to the first beracha of
Chazaras HaShatz properly until he got his concentration back.
He writes that one should not learn during this time.

Reading While Davening. While one is actually saying words
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of Tefillah, it is prohibited to read Torah sheets or even learn
from other seforim. The Mishna Berura rules () that while
reciting any beracha or Tefillah, one is forbidden to do any other
activity, including looking at words of Torah. This is based on
the posuk (3), "2 P2y Won oNY' - “If you (undesirably) behave
with Me casually...” The Taz « explains that this refers to
somebody who performs mitzvos or serves Hashem “casually”
by doing something else at the same time.

Pausing in the Middle of Davening. Even if one pauses from
his fefillos, it is still prohibited to look at Torah sheets.
Halachically, one may not stop davening to talk out from 712"
"yaxv till after Shemona Esrai ). The Chavas Yair ) adds that
one cannot stop to look in a sefer because he is "nawnm oo’ -
taking a break to think about other things. The Shelah agrees ).
Ruining One’s Concentration. The Shulchan Aruch rules @)
“One is not permitted to start davening right after concentrating
on a monetary Din Torah, or learning words of Halacha that
will disturb his concentration when he davens. Simple, straight-
forward Halacha is permitted.” We see from here that there are
Torah thoughts that remain in a person’s mind when he starts to
daven and this will disturb his concentration. This might apply to
Torah sheets as well. I, and many others, can say from personal
experience, that even a quick look while the Chazan stretches out
certain portions of Kedusha, can disturb myself and others from
answering the next part of Kedusha properly.
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Rabbi Dovid Gurwitz shlit’a (Mizmor L’Dovid) would say:

N NN YWY (5) NSP NN 'O (4) NI NIPN
"9 (7) 1) N'INA P10 DY DN NPR 17902 (6)
228 NN YW (8) PN ¥

ﬂm Nﬂjﬂ (3) N:NSP N2 MIYN (2)1992"N AT NNa (1)

“HNNa Ny 01N - The value of the last letters of each word (1 - 40, » - 10, »- 400, - 30) equals 480, which is the

same value as the word "7m>n'. How do we remain focused and uninterruptable when we learn Talmud? The answer lies
at the signs found at the back of these four words. We must keep our eyes on the end goal: The letter ‘Mem’ starts and
ends the entire Talmud - "0Ww .. >-nNn”. The ‘Yud’ is the letter that Hashem used to create Olam Haba - the World to
Come (Menachos 29). The ‘Saf’ is the last letter, again signifying the World to Come - Aleph to Saf. The ‘Lamed’ is the

1%

tallest of the letters, and it signifies that learning and teaching (19591 TmbY5) stand above all!

R’ Shimon Maryles z¢’l, Yaruslaver Rebbe (Toras Shimon) would say:

“INNIPD NYN 2902 192 12N RO OVIR YON WNY - You pride yourselves upon the voice (Tefillah) which your father bequeathed
you ... I too will come at you with my father’s (Esav) bequest: ‘By your sword, you shall live!”” (Rashi) How can this be?
As we know, when ‘the voice is the voice of Yaakov, the hands are no longer the hands of Esav (they have no power over
us).” This only holds true as long as Bnei Yisroel do not ‘pride themselves’ on having inherited the right to have their
prayers answered for once they do, their prayers are no more than a vehicle of conceit, and are thus rendered meaningless.”

A Wise Man would say: “Be thankful for the acquaintances you know. If it weren’t for them you’d be a total stranger!”
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Kial isroel sang a special Shirah upon learning of the hidden miracle Hashem did for them, as they passed through the
mountains of Arnon. The Amoriyim lay in ambush, hoping to destroy the nation as they crossed the canyon, but instead,
Hashem caused the mountains on both sides to come together crushing the would-be attackers and saving the Jewish people.

One of the great Kabbalists of Aram Sova (Allepo, Syria) who emigrated to the Holy Land around the turn of the 20th
century, was Chacham Rabbi Aharon Tawil z#”’l. The Sephardic Tawil family traces their ancestry back to the great Eli
Hakohen, the Kohen Gadol who was cursed by a prophet from Heaven that all his male descendants would die before
reaching old age and they will be placed in positions subservient to prophets from other lineages. Most of the Tawil family
were originally “HaCohen” and they died young. They were renamed Tawil many years ago by a great Rabbi who blessed
them with a longer life expectancy. Tawil means long in Arabic. Chacham Aharon Tawil authored a work anonymously in
1913 called Sefer Yissachar U’Zevulun, in which he hoped to show the importance of supporting Torah scholars and
institutions. It includes words from the holy Zohar, Tikkunei Zohar, and Medrashim in praise of one that reaches the
stature of holding the hand of those studying Torah. Toward the end of his life, he established his residency in Jerusalem
and was adored by the community for his scholarship, extreme piety and modesty. He spent his days and nights in the
Kabbalah Yeshivah, Shaar HaShamyaim, and received support from that institution as well.

The Chacham was known for his unusually long davening. Long after everyone else in the minyan had finished, Chacham
Aharon was still standing ramrod straight, in his customary place, pouring out his heart in prayer. Almost every day, he was
the last person to leave the synagogue, as the rest of the congregation had long since finished and left. Somehow, a local Arab
vagrant became aware of the Tzaddik’s practice, and he could not contain his innate sense of hostility toward all Jews;
perhaps he felt it was his religious responsibility. In this case, he intended to do harm to the venerable Jewish scholar.

For a few days, he watched and plotted. It was obvious that the Chacham would stand in prayer for a very long time,
and the Arab decided to kill the Jew as he stood in his place. He relished the revenge he believed he was taking on behalf
of his poor Arab brethren. It shouldn’t be too hard, he reasoned. On most days, the entire synagogue let out and this rabbi
was the only one still inside. It would not be too difficult to enter quietly, and shoot the rabbi - who didn’t even move a
muscle while he stood - with his pistol. Nobody would see him and no one would ever find out who did it.

On the day of action, the Arab hid around the corner, and waited until every last person left the synagogue. He entered a
side door cautiously and looked around to make sure there was nobody else there. When he was sure he was alone with the
rabbi, he walked quietly to the front of the synagogue and stood a number of rows behind the spot where Chacham Aharon
customarily stood. As usual, he was there, standing straight, eyes closed, lips moving quietly, and his mind was completely
focused and absorbed with his prayers. He did not hear a thing, nor did he sense any impending danger. The Arab took out
his pistol and cocked it. Still, the Chacham did not move as he obviously hadn’t heard a thing.

The wicked Arab raised his hand and held the pistol aloft. He squeezed the trigger and a mighty explosion ensued. The
bullet propelled forward - but miraculously, it missed its mark! At the exact moment that the Arab shot his gun, Chacham
Aharon began to bow down as he said the words, “Modim Anachnu Lach.” Totally oblivious to the gun being held a few
feet from his head, he bent his knees and bowed down, giving thanks to his Creator, as the Sages instituted thousands of
years ago. Meanwhile, the Arab fired his weapon and the bullet missed the rabbi’s head by literally millimeters.

Shocked, the Arab could not believe that the rabbi had escaped death in such amazing fashion. But the sound of the
explosion had alerted people and others were entering the synagogue to find out what happened. The Arab had no chance

to reload and fire again - and he ran away amazed at how the G-d of Istael
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ways looks out for the welfare of His beloved.
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Swn: Each and every day, in his younger years, R’ Elazar
Menachem Mann Shach z¢#”’l would deliver a shiur in the
Ponevezh Yeshivah. Aside from these shiurim, Rav Shach
would go once a week to Yeshivas Grodno in Ashdod (a
branch of the Ponevezh Yeshivah) to give a shiur there as
well. The talmidim looked forward to this special weekly
lecture from the distinguished Rosh Yeshivah. He continued
this practice well into his old age, despite his weakness.

On one of his trips to Ashdod, Rav Shach’s companion
realized that the Rosh Yeshivah didn’t look well; he was
quite pale and in fact, he seemed to be burning with fever!

The man suggested that due to his condition, they should
return to Bnei Brak and Rav Shach’s home immediately.
After all, the man claimed, Rav Shach put every ounce of
energy into his shiurim and in his present state, it would be
dangerous for his health to give shiur!

It was quiet in the car for a few moments before anything
was said. “True,” responded Rav Shach finally, with the
hint of a smile on his lips, “but if my days are in fact ending
now, how marvelous it would be to die while in the midst of
lecturing words of Torah!”

Sr03: The Gemara (Shabbos 83b) derives from here that a
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When Aharon Hakohen was niftar, the entire nation showed an unprecedented outpouring of grief. Rashi explains that this
was attributed to Aharon’s relationship with the entire nation. He was a man who was a giver. He gave of his time and he gave
of his koach and moach to keep peace and break up any discord that arose between friends, family, husbands and wives.

Unlike Aharon, Korach was a taker. Last week’s parsha begins with, "np np»' - “Korach took.” With his Ruach Hakodesh
he foresaw a long line of distinguished grandchildren in his future, among whom was the Navi Shmuel. Korach was sure that
in the zechus of Shmuel he would be spared any and all consequences of his rebellion against Moshe Rabbeinu. He said to
himself, “Can it be with all this greatness destined from me that I should remain silent?” This turned out to be his downfall.

My machshava here is as follows: there are two types of people in this world. One is a "yn" - a giver, while the other is a
">00" - a taker. The optimal relationship of a husband and wife will be realized when both practice the virtue of giving. Then
their affection for each other will never cease and their lives will be filled with happiness as long as they live.

R’ Eliyahu Dessler zt”’l would tell a young couple on their wedding day: Fill your hearts at this moment and remember to
give happiness to each other. May this remain fresh in your minds as it is tonight, on your wedding day. During his entire
marriage, R’ Dessler used a small silver cup for Kiddush. This was the becher (cup) his wife brought with her from her
father’s home. However, on the Shabbos following his wife’s passing, he asked to make Kiddush from a larger becher in
accordance with the shiur of the Chazon Ish. He said, “During my wife’s lifetime, I made Kiddush on her becher, despite the
fact that it was of a lesser size. It was my way of according her respect and honor. Now that she is no longer here, I am certain

that she will not take offense and be happy that I'm using a larger becher.” What a beautiful way to ensure marital harmony!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH R’ Avraham Kagan z¢”I, the son of the holy Chofetz

(38-3) ... TIPS O 1 NSY Ow opm B B S
After the death of Miriam the Torah relates, “There was
no water for the nation (to drink),” as the Be’er Miriam, the
well of Miriam, had ceased to provide. Rashi explains that
evidently it was in the merit of Miriam, the sister of Moshe
and Aharon, that Klal Yisroel was given the well. Following
her death they lost this miraculous source of sustenance.

The Telzer Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Aizik Ausband zt’
points out that based on the words of Chazal in Bava Metzia
(»9) it would seem otherwise. The Gemara states that it was
in the merit of the kindness of Avraham Avinu who
graciously offered the malachim (angels) to drink when they
came to visit him, that his children, Klal Yisroel were also
given to drink from this special water source. If so, how are
we to understand this seemingly obvious contradiction?

The answer, says R’ Aizik, can be explained as follows:

Chaim zt”l, once asked his father: “Why is the Torah
referred to as “Toras Moshe’ - Moshe Rabbeinu’s Torah,
when in fact itis really ‘Toras Hashem’?”

The Chofetz Chaim responded by quoting a Talmudic
dictum: “Though the wine belongs to the owner, the thanks
are given to the butler.” (Bava Kama 92b) Indeed, the Torah
is Toras Hashem, however we find ourselves connected to the
teachings of the Torah through Moshe Rabbeinu, our Rebbi,
thus from our perspective we refer to it as Toras Moshe.

Similarly, regarding the Be’er. In truth, the well itself
was created in the zechus of Avraham Avinu. Klal Yisroel
however only gained access to it through the zechus of
Miriam, and ultimately lost it after her petirah. In every
generation, Torah and Mussar is transmitted by exclusive
messengers of Hashem and it is through them and in their
zechus that we can access these precious gifts.
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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One of the foremost challenges of our time is that we live in the “instant generation”! WORK has become a bad word and
will soon be taken out of the dictionary! Since people can have what they want instantly with the press of a button, they
conclude that anything important in life can be attained immediately. If not, then obviously it is not so important. Working hard
and toiling to accomplish something is ridiculed, causing lazy and selfish behavior. This physical laziness is causing spiritual
laziness and people do not have the tools to invest in the most important areas of life, namely self-awareness and growth. When
a person does not take the time to know and improve himself; it is very difficult for him to get along with anyone else.

My son, R’ Yitzchok Guttman shlit’a explains the words that describe the Para Aduma. "o 12 pX WN" - one does not see
any blemish in himself, "> 7Yy Yy N7 9WN" - when he takes no responsibility (5) for his life. When a person does not make an
effort to work hard at his own spiritual growth, he will find nothing wrong with himself. I once heard that the best way to be a
tzaddik is NOT to learn Mussar, because then you think you are perfect and have nothing to fix! You walk around thinking that
you know best, you are smarter than everyone else! Once a person learns Mussar, he realizes that he has so much to improve!

So if you don’t want to see the blemishes in yourself, don’t take life too seriously. Sit back, relax and assume that everything
is coming to you. But don’t be surprised if the most important parts of your life unravel and disintegrate. We see r”’/ so many
divorces, so many families torn apart, people suffering from depression and resorting to all kinds of “quick fixes” like drugs,
smoking and alcohol. This is the wrong approach. There is no instant blissful marriage, no instant spiritual growth. The
important things in life take time and lots of hard work. Don’t be afraid or lazy to achieve the truly important things in life!




