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    We are entering the 8 week period known as ,", ohccua
which, based on the ARIZ”AL, is a period when one can and
should strengthen himself in all areas of tznius, especially in being
careful that one’s eyes should not see that what the Torah
prohibits. Being careful in this brings a person all sorts of nachas,
blessings and spiritual elevations to advance in Torah study and
in serving Hashem, as mentioned in many Mussar works.  
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Practical  Applications of the Halachic Sunrise. Last week

we mentioned 2 opinions about whether sunrise and sunset

are measured from sea level or from the actual appearance

and disappearance of the sun depending on the height where

one is. Some examples of this are as follows:

Monsey, NY, is 152 meters above sea level. In the

morning, one can see the sun 2 minutes and approx. 5

seconds earlier than from sea level. Similarly, one loses

sight of the sun (sunset) 2 minutes and approx. 5 seconds

later than those on sea level. This is during the

Nisan-Tishrei seasons when the days and nights are

somewhat equal in length. In the Tamuz-Teves seasons, it

goes up to 2 minutes and 29 seconds. One should keep

this in mind when calculating the minutes after sunset to

finish Shabbos. It might be up to 2 1/2 minutes later than

a calendar based on sea level. When calculating the

18-20 minutes before sunset to light Shabbos candles one

should be strict and use the sea level sunset. 

Monticello, NY, where many summer camps and

bungalow colonies are located, is 470 meters above sea

level. There, the discrepancy is up to 4 minutes and 23

seconds in the long summer days.  

The Latest Time for Krias Shema: Background. The next

time parameter we will discuss, is the end of the first quarter

of the day which is the deadline for finishing all three

1)

2)

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

paragraphs of Shema each morning. There are 2 opinions on

how to calculate this quarter-day. One opinion, commonly

known as t"rdv ,yha - opinion of the GR”A, is to measure

one quarter of the time between sunrise and sunset, even

though sunrise is not the earliest time for Shema. The other

opinion, ovrct idnv ,yha - opinion of the MAGEN

AVROHOM, is to measure one quarter from Alos till ,tm
ohcfufv (when 3 average-size stars appear) (1) which comes

out about 36 minutes before the deadline of the GR”A,

assuming we calculate to the ,tm of 72 minutes. Others (2)

calculate to an earlier estimation of ,tm (42, 50 or 60 min)

and push the time back approximately 8 more minutes. 

Psak Halachah. It is highly preferable to be strict and say

Shema early enough to fulfill this daily Torah obligation

according to all the opinions, i.e. basically 36 (and possibly

44 minutes) before the second deadline of the GR”A. Even

by the rabbinic deadline of eating chometz on Erev Pesach,

the Mishnah Berurah writes (3) that one should conduct

himself like the MAGEN AVROHOM; certainly this is true

by the daily Torah obligation of Shema. Yet, one who relies

on the lenient opinion definitely has upon whom to rely.

vcrhe sucgav hauea unfu 'cuy cr uc iunya if,h omgc 'r,uhc
 /rutv ,chx thv vcrst laujvu 'vkutdv

tahrc idxn hzhg tngy htn" :(:zg) ,ca ,fxnc t,ht ifu   
u,hhrcf vhk rnt 'hrnht rsvu (h"ar - ,ukjrv ka rsgv atrc)
,uruja iva ohzga 'ubhhvu) truvb rsvu tfuaj tahrc 'okug ka
,ufajva 'rtucnu /"(oa h"ar- ,ubck iva ,ukjrv hbpk ,ufkuv
h"g er vcrstu 'rutk ohfuz ,ufajv jfn eru 'rutv hbpk thv

 t,htsfu 'rutc aha cuyv rfhb laujvausev rvuzcvnf" :(zn wd) 
gsun,at tk tfuaj tknkts 'tfuajn truvbk t,kgu, th,ts

/"vhbn tnkgk t,kgu, hzj,t tku 'truvb
knx tuva cegh hbpk skub gurvu ,ufajv knx tuva uag 'ifku    
t,htsfu ,ufajv thva iuh ,ufkn 'hba ,hc ,pue,cu 'cuyvu rutv
'cuyvu rutv ova ohtbunajv ufkna osue h"tc vfkn 'arsnc
rhga treba uag ubhhv '"hzhg" 'k"bv trndc ohzunr uktv ohrcsvu

 wg) (ohzg)x",jtreba iuh ,ufkn kg znrn vz ifu '(,ca wxn kg 
) "lauj"u '"ohzg rhga"t"arvn/rutv-ktrahk unse ovhbaa '(oa 

 rhcxn vz hpku    k"mz arhv ktpr iuana wr iutdvhf" :cu,fa vn '
gdr" - wv ka xgfva ubhhvu '(wu wk ohkv,) "ubumrc ohhj 'uptc gdr
'"ubumrc ohhj" wv ghpan ush kga hgmntvu lrsv tuv - "uptc

    /"tfuaj udn ehpb truvb"u

 c,f   uvhkt kuec 't"rdv,t urrnhu" ,uch,v ka ohngyv vbv :
urnta vn kg znrk ohtcs arpk ah /tkztu tnse ov "ovhhj
v,hv vrhzdv tkv 'ohba u"sr er ohrmnc ktrah uhv vn hbpn k"zj

"/inzv-ihbnv ohkav sucgav hauea ouan tkt 'vba ,utn ws
 vbvu    z"hrdv,t h,gsh hf" :vank wv rnta vn 'vz hp kg rhcxv 

tvha 'sucgav haue rgak lrum vhva ubhhvu '(wz wd ,una) "uhcutfn
hubhgu ,uscg rughak vnus 'iyev inzc hauec hubhgu ,uscg rugha
unmgc v"cev eru ',uagk osu rac ka u,kufhc iht vzu 'vba w, ka
ubhhv '"uhcutfn" - "uhcutfn ,t h,gsh hf" uvzu /,tz ,uagk kufh
hbt f"tu 'hutrf v,ut h,rgha ubhhv '"h,gsh" 'trubv ctfvu hauev
'van kt wv rnthu" :cu,fa vn uvzu /o,ut kutdk inzv ghdva gsuh
hbpk igy vana ubhhvu '(wt wu oa) "vgrpk vagt rat vtr, v,g
tk h,ujhkaa rnukf '"vzv ogk grv 'vgrp kt h,tc ztnu" 'wv
vnk" f"tu 'ovhkg sucgav kug shcfv vcrst o,kutd ,t vcrhe
vcrhe l,ujhkaa ubhhv '"wudu vtr, v,g" wv uk vbgu /"hb,jka vz
'ihbnv ohkah vz haue hrv 'kug ovhkg ;xuba v,g era 'vkutdv

/ktrah ,kutdu ohrmnu vgrp ,abgv inz ghdhu
'sucgav haue - "wudu ovhhj ,t urrnhu" h"ga 'ohngyc zunr vzu   
'ufkv - tkzt 'inzv osue ohrmnn ,fkk ukfh ubhhv '"tkztu tnse"
gru vae vtrba vn oda 'tmnb /atrn gcebvn oseun - tnsec
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          j:dn (3) v"pr, hbpk hexbhmeuy /n/h wrv ka juk (2) s:jb vrurc vban (1)
                   
            

R’ Chaim Elazary ZT”L (Netivei Chaim) would say:

    “Moshe spoke before Hashem saying, ‘Behold, Bnei Yisroel have not listened to me, so how will Pharaoh

listen to me?’ Moshe’s argument seems illogical. Bnei Yisroel did not listen to Moshe’s words, “because of

shortness of breath and hard work.” This reason did not apply to Pharaoh. Moshe's argument was as follows:

No one can be rescued from exile unless he feels the exile and wants to be redeemed from it. If Pharaoh sees

that Bnei Yisroel are satisfied with their present situation, why should he listen to me and let them go?”

R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”L (Alter from Kelm) would say:

     “The Medrash tells us that Aharon merited to wear the Choshen as Kohen Gadol, in reward for his

unreserved happiness while greeting Moshe in the desert. Aharon did not feel jealous that his younger brother

was chosen as leader but was instead full of joy over his success. From here we learn that even the greatest of

people can be come jealous, and it is considered a zechus on their part if they refrain from jealousy. We, too,

must attempt to cultivate this attitude of happiness in ourselves at the good fortune of others.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “We live in an age lit up by lightning; unfortunately, after the flash, we become blind again.”
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    In Williampole, in the district of Kovno, there lived a wealthy and G-d-fearing man by the name of R’

Moshe Soloveitchik ZT”L. He had inherited his considerable wealth from his parents, themselves affluent

people. Since he owned great hardwood forests, he went into the lumber business, culling his trees and selling

the wood for a good profit. His great wealth, though, did not corrupt him nor did it distract him from the

service of his Maker, and he was open to the pleas of the poor and the downtrodden, giving willingly and

generously, thus earning a reputation for outstanding kindness and sanctifying Hashem’s name.

    Yet, the day came when the wheel of fortune turned swiftly, leaving him penniless - virtually overnight.

His friends and acquaintances were shocked and left wondering: how could such a fate have befallen this

man, whose philanthropy had been so widely praised? They couldn’t fathom the Divine justice in this matter;

why was this man deserving of such misfortune?

    The Gadol Hador, R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”L, leader of his generation, was consulted and, he too, had

no answer. He convened a special Beis Din, comprised of well-versed Talmidei Chachamim, to delve into this

very question. What was the cause of this sudden loss of R’ Moshe’s great wealth?

    The members of the Beis Din examined his account books exhaustively, but found nothing amiss. Unable

to point to any other cause for his economic collapse, they concluded that it must have been because he

transgressed the rabbinic prohibition of giving tzedakah in excess of a fifth of one’s fortune. This was the

only reason they could find for R’ Moshe’s financial woes - that in giving away too much, he had gone

against the teachings of Chazal limiting donations to charity to twenty percent of one’s capital.

    The Beis Din reported its conclusion to R’ Chaim Volozhiner, but he rejected their findings. He could not

accept that for such a transgression - giving too much charity! - R’ Moshe should be punished by losing his

entire fortune; and thus the matter was left hanging.

    In the meantime, now that R’ Moshe had no business to attend to, he turned to the Beis Medrash and

embarked on a vigorous course of study. Little by little, hidden talents revealed themselves, until it became

clear that he excelled in Torah study. He advanced steadily, gaining renown among the local scholars, until

before long he was counted among the best of them, eventually achieving the position of Av Beis Din of

Kovno. As the years went by, he encouraged his sons to follow in his footsteps, and they, too, took up the

challenge and became famous Lamdanim and Talmidei Chachamim in their own right.

    “Now I believe I have the explanation,” said R’ Chaim, “as to why R’ Moshe lost his fortune so quickly.

For his great acts of tzedakah he deserved a tremendous reward: to sire a dynasty of Talmidei Chachamim.

But since Hashem determined that such a family cannot spring from a wealthy house, his wealth was taken

away, in order to release him from the binds of worldly involvement, thus enabling him to learn Torah under

difficult circumstances, and clearing the way for him to merit generations of outstanding scholars.”

mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnnnnnn    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ iiiivvvveeee`̀̀̀    iiiikkkkeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    llll`̀̀̀    jjjjllll`̀̀̀    iiiikkkk    iiiikkkkpppp`̀̀̀    iiiinnnn    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    llll`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((`̀̀̀iiii----bbbb))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee     
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    Rashi writes: “Even though (the Shevatim) were

counted in their lifetime, they were again counted after

their death to make known the love that Hashem had

for them, for they are compared to the stars which He

takes out and brings in by their numbers and names.” 

    The Jews are likened to the stars of Heaven, says

the holy Sefas Emes, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter

ZT”L, for just as the celestial spheres have the ability

to illuminate amidst the vast darkness of space, so too,

do the Shevatim - the twelve sons of Yaakov Avinu -

have the power to ignite a darkened soul with the

brightness of Torah. At times, a person can struggle in

his belief or performance of mitzvos and think that  he

can never achieve the level of his great forefathers,

Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. With what shall he

hang onto to lift him up? To the 12 sons of Yaakov.

Their strength in the face of tribulation, is worthy of

emulation by even the most downtrodden of souls.    

    Similarly, we learn from the gemara (/yf vfux):
“Bnei Yisroel reckon by the moon and idolaters by the

sun.” The Jewish People employ a lunar calendar

while the nations of the world use a solar calendar.

Says the Gerer Rebbe, this symbolizes the existential

difference between us and the rest of the world. The

non-Jews can survive only as long as “the light”

shines upon them - when their environment is

”sunny.” When their sun sets, however, so do their

empires; they perish and disappear from the scene of

history. In stark contrast to the nations, Klal Yisroel

live and survive even in darkness; like the moon they

shine even through the darkest night, even when

persecuted and humiliated. They maintain the ability

to illuminate even when the sun is not shining.

iiiieeeellll    zzzziiiiaaaannnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    jjjjlllliiiieeee    iiiieeeellll    zzzzaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    ggggwwwwiiiieeee....                
ooooaaaa    ccccllllzzzzeeee    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀dddd    xxxxddddzzzzeeee        ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ((((aaaa,,,,`̀̀̀----aaaa))))    

    When Amram remarried Yocheved upon the sage

advice of their seven year-old daughter, Miriam, she

was 130 years old, while he was considerably younger.

Yet, this disparity in age did not bother him for he

discerned through prophecy that his union with

Yocheved was destined to bear the savior of Klal Yisroel. 

    There is a tremendous lesson to be learned here. R’

Matisyahu Salomon Shlit’a writes that when a

person lives his life with the objective that he must

achieve the purpose for which he was sent into the

world, he will approach marriage with that role in

mind. If one becomes sidetracked from what his focus

should be, and concentrates on extraneous matters –

such as beauty, wealth, honor and yes, even age - he is

in effect losing sight of the purpose for which marriage

was created. Each partner has the potential to enable

the other to achieve the ultimate goal for which they

were created. When seeking proper life partners for

ourselves and our children, one must do so for the sake

of Heaven. It is incumbent upon us to focus on finding

the person - regardless of age and appearance - with

whom one will be able to accomplish on Earth, the

purpose that was predestined for him in Heaven.

     It is told that a 23 year-old bochur once came to R’

Elazar Menachem Mann Shach ZT”L, to seek

advice about a shidduch that was proposed to him. The

girl was 26, three years his elder. 

    “I don’t understand the problem,” said R’ Shach.

“My uncle, R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer ZT”L, was

younger than his wife. I, too, am a few years younger

than my wife. Many great rabbonim were younger

than their wives. So what! You’re 23 and she’s 26?

Nu, I don’t see the problem!”   

llllyyyynnnn: The Ohr Pnei Moshe, R’ Moshe of Pshevarsk
ZT”L, was a great scholar, but his real strength lay
in Tefillah. R’ Moshe once lodged at an inn where a
Misnaged was staying. In the morning, the Misnaged
said his prayers and then sat down to study gemara.
R’ Moshe, however, made extensive preparations
before praying. He had not even begun when the
other had long since finished. The Misnaged looked
at him askance and asked, “Why you need so much
preparation before davening Shacharis?” 
  R’ Moshe replied, “The truth is that I envy you,
being able to pray on time and then sit down to study.
But what can I do? I begin my day with whbt vsunw and  

a flood of thoughts overcome me: whbtw - Who am ‘I’?
And who is woheu hj lknw? And what is my ‘soul’? These
thoughts lead me to ask myself if the ‘I’ is worthy of
approaching the ‘Living and Enduring King’ and if I
truly merit the return of my soul each day. They
strain my conscience and gnaw away at my brain and
I am unable to begin the very first prayer. Small
wonder that it takes me so long to begin praying!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: When Moshe was charged with the mission of
leading Bnei Yisroel out of Egypt, he responded by
asking, “Who am I?” Moshe, in his great humility,
could not fathom that he was a worthy conduit of the
Lord. Yet, it was for this reason that he was chosen. 
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((((`̀̀̀kkkk----`̀̀̀))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiizzzzaaaa    mmmmddddllll    yyyyrrrriiiieeee    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeecccclllliiiinnnndddd    eeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiii    iiiikkkk    iiiiddddiiiieeee    
     The greatness of the Jewish midwives is documented in their monumental quest to save the lives of every

Jewish child, in the face of great danger and risk to their own lives. But one aspect is rarely mentioned: As

the recognized authority of Jewish obstetrics in Egypt, they could have profited handsomely in their capacity

as midwives; from the coffers of Pharaoh or even at the hands of fellow Jews who would likely have paid any

amount to save their children. Throughout history, there have been nefarious attempts by people in positions

of influence and power, to take advantage of those who need their services. Yet, Shifra and Puah never once

considered their own needs and for this they were richly rewarded by Hashem with spiritual bounty.

  A similar spiritual bounty - the origins of the renowned “Brisker Dynasty” - can be traced to events that

happened during the times of R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”L, the father of the modern yeshivah system.


