
     th"ar ,nugr,c ,uhbjv kf rta kct 'sjt ckc sjt ahtf
ouan 'zt sg vru,v ,t kcek ktrah ukfh tka itf ubsnku /,eukjncu
hsh kg eru lt hf 'sjt ckc sjt ahtf ka uz vdrsk ughdv tk ihhsga

/vru,v ,kcek ifun hkf uagb ofu,c rurak khj,va ,usjtv 
grv rmh kg znura wrvv sdb ktrah oa ijhuw euxpc sug znrk raptu    

(/cb vfux) k"z ubhnfj rntnfu 'rvk vnusa vsuvh hcr ars tck sh,gk
ohgarv hbpcu ohehsmv hbpc uyjuau grv rmhk v"cev uthcn ohehsm

vucd rvf ovk vnsb ihfuc ukkv 'vrgav yujf ovk vnsb ohgaru
ohrnutu ihfuc ohehsm 'ihfuc ukkvu vzf vucd rv aucfk ubkufh lthv

ohrnutu ihfuc ohgaru /wufu vzv vrgav yuj ,t aucfk ubkufh tk lthv
sungk ujhkmva ukt ohehsm ka ojuf vph v,hv vnc itf ubk znru    
'vucd rvf vae tuva ovk vnsb vhva grv rmh u,ut sdb vrucdcu zugc
ahtf - ktrah oa ijhu :urnt uvzu ',usjtv jf ,ufzc eru lt vhv vz kf
vaev vnjknv ,t jmbk ujhkmv ,usjtv jf hsh kga 'sjt ckc sjt
crec ,ucr vf ugheav obhjk tk /vucd rvf vnsb vhva ;t grv rmh sdb
'tumn ,g kfc sjh ohsguu,nu ohcauha ',usjtv ihbg kg ohshxjv ,sg
vcvtv ,t rrugk hsfc z"f 'ohhjk ohthcnu ,usugx ohfrug ogp hshnu

ohcauh ratfu /w,ucckv ,t ,crena vnhdk vkusdw a"nfu 'ohrcjv ihc
urcjk xuf ahdn vz 'vbh,bv ihbg humn ohrcsv gcyna hrv 'sjh ohsguxu

/vbh,bv jf ,t khdrvk vzu 'vnusfu veanv ,t yhaun hbavu ushka
 g"hz wev h"rtv    kce,ha ostv vmur ota ,ubuufv rga ,kj,c c,uf 

ka vag ,umnv ,t u,kp, osue uhkg kceh 'vkgnk iumrk u,kp,
vru,v kfk aruav uvza stn icuh ubhrcs hpk iftu /wlunf lgrk ,cvtuw
lgrk ,cvtuw ihbg uvza 'sjt ckc sjt ahtf ktrah kf ,uhvk ,uumnvu
hs tk k"jr vkuj tuva lrhcjn sjt kg ,gna ot 'ann lunf 'wlunf
hnf ann ahdrvk v,t lhrm tkt 'u,cuyc vmr,u u,rmc rgym,a
u,utu 'uhruxh ,t ahdr,u uctf ,t ctf, 'vkjn v,utc v,t od ,hkja
 /ann ,hahtv l,jnaf v,t od ahdr, lrcj ka u,jna ,gc od rcsv

 ,ch, vbvu    'usjh 'j"f thrynhdc vkug ,vru,ca ,uh,utv kf kg znuru
kkufv ogu ,uyuapv ,uh,ut vanj sugu ,uyuap ,uh,ut c"f ova
ktrah ,unab kf sjh usjt,ba hsh kga lk rnuk 'j"f rpxnk ohkug
vagb ka uzkv vvucd vdavk ughdv ,tz ,ufzc 'vru,v ,uh,utc ohzunrv
uh,ueua,u uh,ubumr kf ,t hrndk kyck ostv kf ,hkf, tuva 'gnabu
/vkg,hu w,h ubhtrucu ubhrmuh hpkf kyucnu kyc ukuf kf ,uhvku ',uhahtv

   a rthhjrznwvvp uarsa vna 'hk vtrbu" 'wrntkw vkhnv ,buufcw
vrhntva 'hbpn tuv ',unuenv rtac if uars tka vn 'wrntkw ,knc
'hkkfv ruchsv kg vrun ruchsvu 'hyrpv ruchsv kg vrun ouen kfc
ruchsv ka aurhpv tuva hbpn 'vrhnt tuc, ruchsv rjt okugk ifku
'wktrah hbc kt rcs 'rntk van kt wv rcshuw euxpvn jfunsfu 'tuvv
hbc kt rcsha wrntkw-uk rntu 'van kt rchs wva 'thv u,buuf jrfvca
wrntkw-rntha vank rchs wva 'u,buufc arpk rapt ht hrva 'ktrah
rjt shna 'vz euxpc kct ',ur,uhn wkt rcsw ohkhnv f"ts 'h"bck
vkhnk lrum kf iht 'wvktv ohrcsv kf ,tw-rchsa vn rntb ruchsv

/"varsk c,fba jrfvcu 'hyrpv ruchsv kg vrunv wrntkw
 kct     tzkgcn h"rvnv',rjt wrntkw ,buuf rthc (wasue hrnt yekw wg)

vag ,umn uhbpk inszb ots 'y"agcvn kcuena vn hp kg arpk ahu"
og vag ,umn v,ut ka oheuxpv tkn vpc rnth 'vnhhek uhbhgc vaeu
,umn uhbpk inszb ot if unfu 'vnhhek uk kehu 'unhjru ukhjsc ovhngy
vpc rnth 'vrnuak ubnn gbunv grv urmh sdb sungk uk vaeu 'vag, tk
'unhjru ukhjsc ovhngy og vag, tk ,umn v,ut ka oheuxpv tkn

vzubd vumnv ka vruta////vrnuaku grv urmh sdb sungk uk kehu
tuv tkhnnu 'vhkt lanb tuv 'unhjru ukhjsc o,rhnt h"gu 'vheuxpc
rchs oheukta 'thv euxpv ,buuf z"pku /cuyv ,t vaugu grv in rnab
/"wrntkw-hutrf ivheuxp ,rhnt h"g unhhe,h ovu 'vktv ohrcsv kf ,t
kt u,ut vfhannv 'uhpc ,uumnv ,uhduxc ,ukng oda ';hxuvk ahu     
vn p"g vzu 'wrntkw ,buufc ,kkfb 'ivh,uhduxc vzubdv ,uumnv ka orut

c,fawrxunv ,rdtwc x"hr ,t wv trca 'k"zjc t,ht" '(rntn tuv v"s) 
sunkk ostv kga 'o,buufc vtrbu 'wufu ihkc, vru, uk trcu 'grv rmh
vbuntc i,nu tank 'vuutdv ,ru, vuutdk 'vsck vrhcgu vrhcg kf ,ru,
vru,v ,utupr aunhac rehgv 'wufu lfk ohgdub rat vru,v hekj

gc sunkk tuv 'rmhv htukj,kvnmg vrhcgv hbhs cyhv eung iuhgu zu
rat 'vbnn rnahvk kdrvv thv vrhcgvn vrhnav rehg hf 'wufu
,bfvk hrehgv suxhv ifku 'wufu vhbhhbg ,usut cr sunhk h"g er skuuh,
,ufkvc crv sunhkv er tuv ',umnv ,hhagu ,urhcgvn vrhnak unmg
sunhkv vz hf 'cyhv esv iuhgc yrpcu 'uz vumnk ut uz vrhcgk ,ugdubv

 /"gcyc ubnn ,ejurn vrhcgv ,uhvk 'apbc ezj ihhbe vaug

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)
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axd z`n                                                                                               zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                                yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn

    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀llll    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaaccccdddd    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaacccciiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----kkkk))))mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    llllvvvv`̀̀̀    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    zzzzeeeeeeeevvvvnnnn    mmmmeeeeiiiiwwww    zzzzllllwwwwddddllll    jjjjxxxxccccdddd    ooooiiiiiiiipppprrrraaaa    ----    
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R’ Yissachar Dov of Zlotchov ZT”L (Mevaser Tzedek) would say:

     “When there is a particular medicine for a specific illness, there is usually someone who understands the reason why

this medicine works for this illness. There are however some medicines that are effective and no one understands how

the medicine works. We see it works, and there is nothing anyone can answer. Similarly, the Torah tells us: ‘If you will

guard My covenant, you will be a treasure to me more then all the other peoples.’ It is a ‘treasure’ for Hashem to call

Bnei Yisroel His people, and even though all of the world belongs to Him and He could have chosen any other nation,

He chose the Jewish people, the smallest of the nations to be His ‘treasure’? Why? No one is allowed to question this!”

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeccccccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyttttttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzziiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiizzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee yazwecytxyzizxe

zayl zexp zwlcd      5:06 - 
8:58 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:34 -
 10:26 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 

5:25 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
6:15 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -6:37

/d ;s (3) tuv v"s  jkac van ,ru, (2) s:th r"c (1)
tcc (7) sf 'tf (6) t:cxr (5) uy vausev rga (4)
u"b, ,ut oukau ohhj hfrs (9) sh:zbr (8) /vf tr,c

c:k ,ca wkv (12) th:ubr (11) t"nr, (10) 
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Divine will that must shape our personality, outlook, and

actions. In addition to listening to Hashem’s voice and

knowing and obeying His commands, one must also attempt

to delve into the Almighty’s voice and know his commands
     

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (42)

Shabbos. In the area of meriting good parnassa, we have

discussed various topics from Chazal, Rishonim and Poskim.

We had already mentioned Shabbos-related topics including vbfv
(preparing), ,ca sucfu dbug (enjoying/honoring Shabbos),

Kiddush, Havdala, saying "lk i,hu", wages on Shabbos (,ca rfa),
work on Erev Shabbos and uhxfbc hrjxn iuhg (inspecting property

for business purposes). Let us now continue with points that also

include words of the later sages (Achronim) and ,urusv hkusd.
Learning About Shabbos. Just as the physical toil in preparing

for Shabbos brings good parnassa (1), so too, writes the Chasam

Sofer (2) learning Gemara Shabbos and the laws of Shabbos,

bring great blessing to one’s home, including parnassa. He adds

that when Bnei Yisroel were in the desert, the time of gathering

the mann was in the first hours of the morning, the time when

Hashem learns Torah, as stated in the Gemara Avodoh Zara (3).

In that time, Hashem was learning the Gemara topics of

Masechta Shabbos and as a result, that caused the mann to

increase and provide enough for every member of Klal Yisroel.

Position of Shabbos Table. The Reishis Chochma (4) and the

Kaf Hachaim (5) quote the Tikkunei Zohar (6) that one’s

Shabbos table should be positioned in the northern part of the

room (iupm), just as in the Mishkan the Shulchan was in the north.

with an understanding of the implication and meaning of the

mitzvos in their broader context. Observance of the Torah by

the strict letter of the law, without sensitivity to the aspects of

Divine will revealed in each mitzvah, is also inadequate.

    `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    mmmmiiiiiiiigggg    zzzzxxxxhhhhrrrr    lllllllleeeekkkk    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx 

The Arizal adds that this is a big segulah for wealth as is hinted

in the Gemara (7) that one who wants wealth should position

himself facing north (ihpmh). This is mentioned in the Arizal’s song

(t,sugx ubhe,t) recited before Kiddush, and the wording there

indicates that the length of the table should face towards the

south with the Shabbos candles on the southern end of the table.

Eating Hot Food. The Piskei Teshuvos (8) brings in the name of

the Munkatcher Rebbe (9) that eating hot food on Shabbos is a

segulah for parnassa. Aside from being a part of ,ca dbug, it also

refutes the ohtre (Karaites who reject vp kgca vru, [Oral and

Rabbinic Law] and only believe in c,fca vru, [Written Law] as

the Divine authority) who prohibited having any fire burning in a

Jewish home. I heard from a talmid chacham that the real custom

is to have hot food at the morning meal only because in order to

do so, one must have an ongoing fire from before Shabbos. The

night meal could have food still warm from the Friday fire.

However, from the Yosef Ometz (10) it seems that one should eat

some hot food both at the night and morning meals. 

Ushering in Shabbos. Piskei Teshuvos (11) quotes from gedolim

that ushering in Shabbos properly is a great merit and segulah for

good parnassa. The Rambam writes (12) that this entails being

ready and sitting calmly with the seriousness and eagerness that

one has when he prepares to go out and greet a King.
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R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT”L (Mishna Berurah) would say:     

     “‘Before one makes a beracha (on his tzitzis), he should check the strings to ensure they are kosher, so that his blessing

should not be in vain.’ (y:j j"ut g"ua) If one does not check his tzitzis before putting them on, there’s still the doubt of him

possibly wearing a four-cornered garment without tzitzis (they may have become invalid). Since his tzitzis were kosher

beforehand, though, we assume that they remained kosher (,uraf ,ezj). However, due to the severity of the prohibition of

wtuak wv oa ,t ta, tkw - ‘Do not take the Name of Hashem in vain’  one must check them before he makes the blessing.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “It is better to confess ignorance than provide it.”
MAZEL TOV MR & MRS ELI SCHRON ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON AVRUMI. MAY THEY ALWAYS SEE MUCH NACHAS
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN.COM.



    ....................    ddddyyyynnnn    oooozzzzgggg    ooooiiiiccccnnnn    ooooddddkkkk    eeeexxxxzzzziiii    rrrrnnnnyyyyiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----ggggiiii))))
     What did Yisro hear that made him pick himself up and change his entire life by becoming a member of the Jewish
people? Yisro heard about the splitting of the Red Sea and the war with Amalek. (Rashi) R’ Elya Lopian ZT”L asks: It is
understandable that Yisro was inspired by Krias Yam Suf. The Divine revelation throughout the entire world was incredible
and the lofty level that every Jew reached at that time was truly extraordinary. But what was inspirational about the war
against Amalek. Why would a malicious battle against the Jewish nation cause someone to wish to become a Jew himself? 
     He explains that these two episodes were proof to Yisro how crucial it is for one to be connected to Hashem. Krias Yam

Suf was the epitome of attachment to Hashem, as the Jewish people pointed with their fingers and declared: “This is my G-d

and I will glorify Him!” Their one desire was to sanctify Hashem’s name by living the lives of loyal and dedicated Jews. 
    The war with Amalek was exactly the opposite. Amalek attacked the Jewish people in a cruel manner, at their most
vulnerable moment. If a human being, who lives without Hashem in his life, can stoop so low, reasoned Yisro, then that is

the furthest thing in the world that I would want to be! It was obvious to Yisro that only by being connected to Hashem, can
a person live with real values. In fact, this middah is found in the name "ur,h" as well. Yisro’s greatness lay in his ability to
find the "iur,h" - the advantage, the lesson to be learned from every single person and from everything in life. We, too, must

emulate Yisro and remember that in every situation - positive or negative - there is something to be gained.
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeee`̀̀̀hhhhggggzzzz    iiiizzzzllllaaaallll    mmmmkkkkiiiipppptttt    llllrrrr    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀xxxxiiii    ddddiiiiddddzzzz    xxxxeeeeaaaarrrraaaaeeee((((ffffiiii----kkkk))))
    A student in the Ramailles Yeshivah, Netzach Yisroel, in Jerusalem, was once asked to lead the Kabbolas Shabbos

prayers on Friday night. He was not much of a chazan and he tried to wriggle his way out of it, but the gabbai was
persistent and ultimately the bochur decided to give it a try. At first, his voice wavered but as the davening progressed, the
boy began to settle down. Suddenly, a mishap occurred! He failed to notice the small asterisk on the side of the page which
indicated that at the end of the prayer “Hashkiveinu” there are different words for Shabbos than for weekday. Without
thinking he continued on and missed the special instructions for Friday night davening.
     The bochur had just begun finishing off the beracha, with the words “Boruch Ata,” when he heard a commotion
behind him. He looked down at the page and realized that he had missed the words, “Ufros aleinu sukas shlomecha” and
his heart went still. People began calling out impatiently from behind him, “Ufros aleinu.... nu....nu?”
     He could feel beads of sweat standing out on his forehead. What should he do now? The silence in the shul was
deafening. Instinctively, he turned to look at the Rosh HaYeshivah, the Gaon, R’ Yisroel Zev Gustman ZT”L for guidance.
R’ Gustman considered the dilemma for a moment before calling out, “Nu ... Hapores!” This was an indication for him to
continue saying the beracha from where he had left off, which he did as the chorus behind him quietly melted away.
     Of course, the debate erupted anew the moment davening ended and the bochur stepped away from the amud. A cluster
of people descended on R’ Gustman, surrounding him on all sides to discuss his halachic decision. They questioned why
the beracha had been valid, and if any consideration should be given to a “do over”!
      The erstwhile chazan slinked away in embarrassment. He felt terrible and ashamed for having brought about so much
trouble and he pledged to never daven for the amud again. He sat down dejectedly, staring at the ground and deliberately
avoiding catching anyone’s gaze in his. He watched as R’ Gustman bravely dealt with all of the various opinions that the
“wise men” had to offer. Within a few minutes, most of the minyan had departed.
     Finally, the boy stood up prepared to leave himself, now that he was no longer the center of attention. Just then, the
Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Gustman himself walked over to him. “Are you feeling down because of what happened tonight?” He
asked his student. The boy nodded sheepishly. “I feel terrible,” he said glumly.
     “Well, don’t!” said R’ Gustman loudly. “Let me share a story with you which contains a powerful lesson that I was
taught by the great Vilna Rav, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski ZT”L.
     “I once attended a funeral with R’ Chaim Ozer. A man had just lost his wife, and at the funeral the husband got up to
speak and eulogized his wife so beautifully and so eloquently. Although he was not a learned man, his speech was flavored
with words of Chazal and filled with significant Torah content. Everyone was extremely impressed. As we were walking
back after the funeral, however, R’ Chaim Ozer noted that the man had spoken eloquently, without any hesitation or
mistakes. But someone who is emotionally affected, one who is truly heartbroken and in mourning, would never have
been able to do that! It was a clear indication that he did not truly care for his loss.”
     R’ Gustman paused and looked at his student who was listening intently “How can anyone stand and speak before the
Ribbono shel Olam, the Master of the World, and not feel nervous or hesitant? When a person davens for the amud he
should sense some Fear of Heaven and experience at least a little hesitation.” Then, the Rosh Yeshivah looked into his eyes
and said, “Your mistake tonight shows that you truly have Yiras Shamayim - Fear of Heaven.”
     The bochur smiled, gratified and humbled by the tremendous sensitivity R’ Gustman displayed. It was a beautiful gift
of consolation from a rebbe to his talmid.

                        ''''dddd    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    ccccxxxxiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    iiiippppttttnnnn    eeeellllkkkk    ooooyyyyrrrr    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxddddeeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    cccc`̀̀̀nnnn    xxxxdddddddd    llllkkkk    ccccxxxxggggiiiieeee    ............    yyyy`̀̀̀aaaa                                        ((((ggggiiii----hhhhiiii))))

    The gemara (/ck ,ufrc) asks: “Why is it called hbhx rv
(Mount Sinai)? Because miracles (ohxb) were done there for

the Jewish people. If so, it should  have been called "hxhb rv"
(Mountain of Miracles)? Rather, it is called ‘Sinai’ because

hate (vtba) came down to the nations there.”

     This statement is puzzling. Firstly, we find other

instances in the Talmud where Chazal use a play on words

(hre, kt) and read a posuk differently in order to stress a

point or learn a new idea. Why couldn’t the gemara read

the word "hbhx" as "hxhb" saying, as it often does, “Don't read it

as ‘Sinai,’ but rather read it as ‘Nisi’?” Secondly, why do

we celebrate a mountain from which hatred comes down?

     The holy Rebbe, R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”L

(Noam Elimelech) gives us a fascinating response. It is

apparent from the gemara’s question that Chazal do not

agree to the first answer that Sinai was a “Miracle Mountain”

because miracles generally stem from the chessed and

kindness that Hashem does for His people, even when they

are unworthy. In His mercy, Hashem performs miracles for

the Jewish people even when their actions prove they do not

deserve it. However, according to the second answer that

this mountain is where hate came down against the nations,

this proves that indeed the Jewish people are worthy of

goodness from their Creator. The other nations, on the other

hand, are hated because Hashem sees their wicked deeds,

and compares to them the actions of Yisroel who do good. 

     Therefore, the gemara answers that vtba (from "hbhx")
came down upon the nations, because it is better for the

Jews to be meritorious through nature rather than through

miracles. After all, miracles are not an everyday occurrence.

Therefore, when we serve Hashem and refine ourselves,

uplifting the divine sparks from the nations, hate and

retribution come down upon them and we are redeemed.   
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     One of the differences between Moshe Rabbeinu and the

other Neviim (prophets) was that they were unable to speak

to Hashem; they simply heard His message. Moshe,

however, could converse directly with the Almighty. This

distinction between Moshe and the other prophets is made by

the Rambam (u:z vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv) who further notes that

Bnei Yisroel did not have complete faith in Moshe until they

witnessed the events at Har Sinai (t:j oa). Hence, Moshe’s

uniqueness was clearly demonstrated at that time, when the

people saw with their own eyes how he approached the

mountain, and heard him speak directly to Hashem. 

     Every year at the annual Agudath Israel convention, a

large crowd gathers to hear and be inspired by words of

Torah and hashkafa from Gedolei Yisroel, Rabbanim and

important lay leaders. One of the regulars at the annual

convention in years past was a man who came in from out-

of-town especially to hear the speech delivered by R’ Moshe

Feinstein ZT”L. Year after year, at great expense and effort

to himself, he would arrive in time to hear R’ Moshe speak

and then he would leave. Many people knew him as he was

an annual participant, but what most people did not know was

that this man did not speak a word of Yiddish - and R’ Moshe

addressed the crowd only in Yiddish! And yet, he came,

every year without fail, and sat through R’ Moshe’s keynote

address, concentrating and appreciating every single word.  

     Someone who knew him finally asked him, “Why do

you come running here especially to hear R’ Moshe when

you don’t even understand what he is saying?”

     “What? Do you think I need to understand what R’ Moshe

is saying?” retorted the man. “When Moshe Rabbeinu spoke

at Har Sinai, it says "rcsh van" - but only Hashem could hear

him. The words are not important. I just need to look at the

tzaddik and my neshama understands everything he says!”     

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: One Friday night, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz

ZT”L, the legendary founder of Yeshivah Torah Vodaath,

was invited to be the guest of a certain individual for the

Shabbos meal. Arriving home with his host, though, it was

immediately apparent that the hostess had fallen asleep from

an exhausting week and hectic erev Shabbos, and had failed

to awaken on time to put the finishing touches to the table.

When her husband and his respected guest came home, the

husband berated her for her failure to cover the challahs.

    R’ Shraga Feivel was standing there, feeling a bit

ashamed and the thought occurred to him how absurd it was

for the man to humiliate his wife for not having covered the

challahs - a custom designed to keep the challahs from

being “embarrassed” during Kiddush and to teach us how

sensitive we must be to another person’s honor. 

    It seems, he would say later, that the host, in his concern

for the custom, had completely ignored its implications.

llllyyyynnnnpppp: There is more to leading a Torah life than merely

observing 613 rules. The ultimate goal is to understand the

implications of each mitzvah in the context of the overall


