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Swn): The Rambam writes: “One should not be a person
of levity and mockery, nor sad and somber, but cheerful
(Mv). So too did Chazal say, ‘Mockery and lightheaded-
ness accustom one to lewdness’ (Avos 3:17).” The words,

the heretics (Apikorsim) who deliberately pervert the meaning
of words in the Torah (Sifri 112). A Torah scholar respects
and teaches the words of the Torah properly. One who perverts
the words of the Torah, on the other hand, is the educated

“He has shown contempt for the word of Hashem,’ refer to heretic, known as an “Apikores.” (Rabbeinu Bechaye)
A SERIES IN HALACHA 4 5 RO THSWT TIN3 VI TIRD
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY }'J 1_3 ) -ET ouNa TJ'J:;{U T3 o¥n Ty 5io Wi
0219 10 10 o - The Greatest Mltzva of All (80) concentration during the silent one. It is therefore prohibited to

Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Chazoras HaShatz.

When the Chazan (Shaliach Tzibbur) repeats the Shemona Esrai

out loud, both by Shachris and Mincha, the whole congregation

is obligated to listen attentively to his words as if they are being
yotzei the Tefillah from him (and to answer Amen in a timely
and appropriate manner) (1). This is true even if:

1) .. there are nine (or more) other people listening and
answering attentively, each person still has to try to do the
same (2. The Shu”’t Teshuvos V’hanhagos (3) writes that in
this case the obligation to listen and respond is even greater
because according to the Chasam Sofer and others, this type
of Tefillah is the classical Tefillah B tzibbur.

2) ... he already missed some of the berachos of Chazoras
HaShatz, he still has to listen to the remaining berachos @).

3) ... many others are not listening and there will not be nine
listeners even if he listens ().

4) ... he plans to refocus at the end of the beracha, he still has to
listen properly from the beginning of the beracha ).

Extent of the Obligation. The Kaf HaChayim writes (7 that in

certain ways, according to Kaballah, the repetition of Shemona

Esrai is greater then reciting the silent one. The concentration

one puts into the repetition should be at least as great as his

learn then ). The Kaf HaChayim says ©) this is the explanation of
the Gemara Berachos (0y: “Happy is the one whose toil is in
Torah and thereby gives pleasure to his Creator.” This indicates
that it is possible for one to toil in Torah and not give pleasure to
Hashem, such as one who learns during Chazoras HaShatz.
Mitzvah Haba’ah B’Aveirah. In his sefer Orchos Yosher, R’
Chaim Kanievsky shiit’a writes (11) that one who learns during
Chazoras HaShatz will not see success in that learning and will
not be rewarded for it. If one does "own TN X1 O during
this time, it is possible that he has not fulfilled his obligation,
because of the rule "nPaya NMxan MY’ (a mitzvah that came
about by means of an aveirah).

Thinking in Learning. From the above sources we may derive
that even thinking in learning is wrong during Chazoras HaShatz
and one should concentrate fully on listening to the Chazan.

Not Part of the Minyan. If one has already davened and heard

Chazoras HaShatz, or will daven at a different minyan, and is
learning in the same room, he is not obligated to listen. However,
he should do it in a way that makes it clear he is not part of this
minyan (12). He should not learn in a way that disturbs those who
are davening. This leniency is only for one who is learning. One
who is not learning has to listen, and certainly cannot talk (3).
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R’ Yosef Rosen z¢”’l (Rogatchover Gaon) would say:
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“U NN 9N onNPYY NNy - When Moshe sent out the spies and told them to bring back the fruits of the land, he
used the word '©npwNNY to imply that the Nesiim (Princes) who went out from each shevet not only represented himself
on behalf of the shevet, but in fact he was a manifestation of the entire shevet. As a result, each Nasi was charged with
the order to establish a ‘N0’ - a binding presence in the land with the power of the full contingent of the tribe, for once
this was done, there was no way to nullify their presence in the Land or dismiss their future claims of inheritance.”

R’ Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter zt”’l (Sefas Emes in the name of the Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

922 1M NN IR DNV ¥IN IN ININ ' -

Chazal tell us that right after the fatalistic story of the Meraglim and the

decree that the entire generation will die in the desert, Hashem gives the mitzvah of '©2vY (wine libations) which are
poured together with the Korbanos, in order to soothe the people’s fears that indeed their children will inherit the land and
offer sacrifices when they arrive. In other words, to offset their sorrow about the decree of death, He gave them the mitzvah
of pouring wine. This is a remez to the words in Mishlei (31-6): 'w9) 17 YN TN DY WY - ‘Give drink to the one who
is perishing and wine to those of bitter soul.” The way to cheer up a ‘bitter soul’ is by drinking a L’chaim!”

A Wise Man would say:
“I am always ready to learn although I do not always like being taug
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Syn'a is one of Israel’s most implacable enemies. From 1948 until 1967, mortar shells from the Syrian occupied Golan
Heights would rain down on the Jewish settlements of the Upper Galilee below. For 19 years, Jewish settlements in the north
were under constant threat of Syrian guns. When the Golan was captured in 1967, during the Six-Day War, Israelis could
finally breathe a sigh of relief. And much of the credit for capturing the Golan was due to Eli Cohen, Israel’s greatest spy.

Eli Cohen was born in Alexandria, Egypt, to Syrian Jews from Aleppo. He was instilled with the traditions of the Jewish
people, love of Israel, and the culture of Syria’s Jewish community. Eli secretly left Egypt for Israel in order to undergo
intensive espionage training in 1955. He was born in an Arab country, had oriental features, was known to be fearless in
pursuit of a cause, and had knowledge of Arabic, English, and French. Israel approached him about working for them. He
agreed and they gave him a new identity, Kamal Amin Ta’abet, born in Beirut, Lebanon, to Syrian Muslim parents. According
to his fictional biography, in 1948, “his family moved to Argentina, where they opened a successful textile business.”
Kamal Amin Ta’abet’s (Eli Cohen) return to Syria would ostensibly be the fulfillment of a lifelong patriotic dream.

Eli was first sent to Buenos Aires, Argentina, to establish his cover as a Syrian emigre. He entrenched himself in the social
and cultural life of the Syrian community there and was known as a wealthy businessman who was generous, tipped well, and
loved the night life. He soon became accepted, well-liked and respected, and made contacts with politicians, diplomats and
military officials working out of the Syrian Embassy. Cohen’s contacts, nurtured through a string of lavish dinner parties,
social occasions, and friendships with those in high places, led to invitations to visit Damascus and to set up a business
venture there. He arrived in Syria in February 1962, posing as a businessman from Argentina who had returned to his native
land. He carefully cultivated contacts with the leadership, which included General Amin al-Hafez, who eventually became the
leader of Syria. He continued his social life, spending a lot of time in cafes listening to political gossip. He also held parties at
his home, where highly-placed officials would talk freely of their work and army plans. Eli, who would feign intoxication,
remained sober and listened carefully. With time, he was taken even more into the confidence of the highest echelons of
power. Meanwhile, every few days he transmitted important information - he even thwarted a Syrian plan to divert water
from the Jordan River away from Israel - to his Israeli handlers via a radio transmitter he had hidden in his room.

Eli’s connections enabled him to travel to the Golan Heights, a major strategic asset for Syria from 1948-67. The Golan
Heights defenses were top-secret and closed only to top military staff. Kamal Amin Ta’abet (Eli Cohen) succeeded in visiting
each and every position. With senior staff officers acting as guides, Eli was provided an in-depth intelligence briefing on
Syrian fortifications. They even photographed Eli on the Golan Heights, looking over into Israel. Eli passed on to Israeli
Intelligence pictures and the positioning of every Syrian gun, trench, and machine-gun nest in each Golan Heights
fortification. Tank traps, designed to impede any Israeli attack, were also identified and memorized for future targeting. Eli
even suggested that the Syrians plant trees there to deceive the Israelis into thinking it was unfortified and the Syrians did so.
Eli immediately passed the information onto Israel. Based on the trees, Israel knew exactly where Syrian fortifications were.

Eli’s friendship with Amin al- Hafez proved very valuable. After Hafez became Prime Minister of Syria, Eli was even
considered to be named the Syrian Deputy Minister of Defense. But as he grew more comfortable in his role, he also became
reckless and in 1965, Syrian intelligence broke into his home in the middle of a transmission. Eli was caught in the act and
there was nothing he could do. He was tortured, but he wouldn’t give away any incriminating information about Israel.

He was summarily executed and his execution was broadcast on Syrian television. Eli Cohen provided an incredible
amount of intelligence data to the Israeli Army over a period of three years. In 1967, the Israelis managed to conquer the

Golan Heights in two days - in large part due to the intelligence he provided. Eli Cohen is still known as Israel’s greatest spy.

T 2T 12D SR

(NS-m) "1 12 P NI WHIT NS0 PNST NS0 e NN M2 2T e

Swin: It is well known that R’ Moshe Feinstein z#”’l would
run away from honor and kavod, and these things held
absolutely no sway over him. On the other hand, when it
came to matters of Kavod HaTorah, R’ Moshe would rise
up like a lion and roar to defend the Torah, Talmidei
Chachamim, and the principles he held so dear. R’ Yaakov
Kamenetzky z¢t”’l once said, “I’ve sat with R> Moshe by
many gatherings, and he was always calm, never raising his
voice, and never acting in haste. Except when he felt
someone was violating Kavod HaTorah; then, he would
jump to his feet and shout until he righted the wrong.”

A man who maintained a close relationship with R’
Moshe once related that he was standing with the Rosh
Yeshivah by a traffic light, waiting for it to turn green. The
man turned to R’ Moshe and quipped, “I think one can
apply the words of the posuk, 2 9myn XD OYIN N - ‘And
Edom said do not pass me,’ to this red light, which is not
allowing us to cross the street!” The man laughed out loud.

R’ Moshe, on the other hand, did not laugh. With a face
devoid of expression, he said, “This is called a '\3">5' - one
who jokes and scoffs in the words of the Torah. If you
continue to talk like this, I cannot walk with you anymore!”
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Rashi writes that the instructions of Moshe Rabbeinu to the Meraglim to look for trees in the Holy Land were not meant to
be an agricultural search. Rather, since man is likened to a tree - "N T¢N Ny DTNN %" - Moshe was intimating that they should
determine if there was a Tzaddik living in the city whose merit could conceivably intercede on behalf of Klal Yisroel.

The Belzer Rebbe, R’ Aharon z¢°l was likened to a malach Hashem. His virtue and piety elevated him to a realm rarely
reached by human beings. When the Rebbe was niftar, his chassidim were left bereft of their mentor. They could not imagine
life without their Rebbe and his pure guidance. They went to the Pressburger Rav z¢”’I to seek his advice. The Rav saw their
anguished plight and responded by quoting a posuk from Parshas Shelach: "Ny N2 ¥n .0 N - How does one choose a
tree - a righteous individual - to lead him on this earth? "pN ON" - If the Tzaddik is no longer here, already in the Next World,
one must look to his next-in-line, "y NN M9 onNpPYY’ - and take a leader from his “fruit” - his children or his close talmidim.

What is impressive in this anecdote is the initiative of the Belzer Chassidim. How do we reconcile ourselves to disagreem-
ents and machlokes that occur when choosing a new leader in Klal Yisroel? The fire of machlokes, dispute and controversy
affect all segments of Jewish life, 5" . The Belzer Rebbe’s chassidim sought guidance over whom they should follow, who
should replace their esteemed manhig. When a great manhig Yisroel leaves this world without designating a successor, a
vacuum is created which leaves an opening for the Satan to jump in and involve himself. He calls it “Machlokes L’shem
Shamayim.” In truth, it’s nothing more than kavod and dissension. My machshava here is, for the sake of a Tzaddik that was
lost, shalom and achdus should always reign when choosing a new mentor to guide his students and his children. In this way,
the niftar will be a meilitz yosher to all those who choose a new leader without personal reasons and personal involvement.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(R-2) .. T3S P50 ' AN

The Yid HaKadosh of Pshischa z¢£”’l once related the
following episode from his childhood. “When I was a little
boy being taught the Alef Beis by my melamed (teacher), 1
learned a lesson to last a lifetime. He told me that when two
people sit together over a glass of vodka, and each of them is
willing to play down his ego for the sake of his friend, and
neither one considers himself higher or loftier than the other,
than the Almighty forgives them of both of their sins.

“One day I asked my melamed, “What is a single dot?” He
told me that it was the letter Yud. Curious, I asked again,
‘And what about two dots?” To which he responded, “Two
dots, or two yuds, spell out the holy Name of Hashem.””

“Some days later, I saw something that looked like two
yuds, but they were not next to each other. It is called a
semi-colon. I asked him whether this too spelled out the
Name of Hashem. He answered, ‘There is an easy way to tell.

EDITORIAL AND l{\‘SlGL!"{ﬁ
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If you find the two yuds equal, on the same level, neither
trying to raise itself up over its comrade, then you have
Hashem’s Name. But if you have the same two dots on top of
each other, that is definitely no holy name.””

“From there, I gathered that two Jews who meet over a
glass, neither of them considering himself superior to the
other, together constitute the Name of Hashem. How?
Because the word 'oyY' (glass) is comprised of the initial
letters of the words, "P1279 0NY0 ... N - ‘And He said ... 1
have forgiven according to your word.” However, the Name
of Hashem is missing in this contraction. The way to insert
His Name is when two Jews meet over their '0YY, their
‘glass’ of vodka, and neither acts loftier than his friend; that
is how they make up the Name of Hashem. And now we
have the posuk in full: "P27> ANOD "N 9N - ‘And
Hashem said: I have forgiven according to your word.’

“You see, then, how it is that when two Jews meet the way
they should, the Almighty forgives them of all their sins!”
—p & S = 3 THE WELLSPRINGS OF
rTATVT TN RANAT SHLOMO

The parsha begins with spies and ends with spies! We begin with the sad story of the Meraglim who delivered an evil

report about Eretz Yisroel back to the Jewish people. We end with the parsha of Tzitzis about which it says, YN YNNN X"
"Dy NN 03139 - “Do not be swayed after your eyes and your heart.” Rashi tells us that the eyes and the heart are the spies
of the body! The eyes see, the heart desires and the body then carries out the sin! The Meraglim who came with their evil report
represent all the outside influences that cause us to sin. These are the spies in our lives who come from many different places
and sources with the evil intention of making us do bad deeds. The eyes and the heart represent our inner spies. The parts of our
inner selves that cause us to see things that are not good for us and desire things that will take us away from Hashem.

The Torah says that TZITZIS is the safety rope that will rescue us from the Meraglim! Tzitzis will bring us to higher levels of
kedusha since it will help protect us from the spies trying to trip us up! R’ Gedalya Schorr z£”’I explains that every Jew has a
spark of kedusha in him that never dies and will always give him the ability to overcome a challenge. Tzitzis is the catalyst that
sparks the spark (\1¥)! Tzitzis is compared to a life preserver. Imagine a person falling out of a ship and drowning in the sea. The
captain of the ship throws him a rope and says, “Grab onto this rope for it will save your life!”” This is how the Sages describe
the mitzvah of Tzitzis. When we look at our 7Zitzis it is meant to remind us of our purpose in the world, which is ©wyTp om"
"0PWOND - “You shall be holy for your G-d.” We must be holy for Hashem! The world we live in is like a giant ocean filled
with waves of challenges. We must hold onto the message of Tzitzis in order to_overcome the Meraglim trying to drown us.




