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Why was Yaakov so critical of the shepherds accusing them of idling?
it should have been evident that the stone covering the well was so
:massive that it required the combined strength of many men to move it.
And if he was critical of them for not even attempting to move it, how did

| he know that they did not? Perhaps they had tried unsuccessfuily to move

- the stone before he -had even arrived?
The Sefas Emes, R Yehuda Aryeh Leib of Ger ZT"L answers that

1 even if they had made an unsuccessful attempt, the shepherds still had no

excuse for sitting around idly. They should have continued trying. Even if
previous efforts by the shepherds to move the rock appeared futile, they
might have at least loosened the big stone just enough so that the next
-attempt would have succeeded. Indeed, Yaakov's moving the rock single-

'} handedly, may have been a sign from above that they had given up
' prematurely, and that just another bit of effort, would have been sufficient .

enough to have achieved their purposé.
We cannot guarantee the success of our efforts, but it is our obhgat:on
to at Jéast try to achieve our goals, and to continue to persist in trying,

-{ even m the face of prevmus unsuecessﬁll attempts.
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' ,R‘ ‘Yechiel Michd of Gustinin ZT"L would say:

- "Whena Iew who has come from afar walks into the Beis Medrash
wly in the moming, one does not ask him if he has prayed yet, but
-whether he has eaten yet!"

. 0-,R Dovid'l oILehv ZT"L woukd say:

- “Lonce heard a man say to another, 'If1 did not fear G-d, I would kill

| yout! Now, Ms what ] call a G-d-fearing person!”
. R’ Yilroe! Meir Kagan ZT"L (’l'he Chofetz Chaim) would say:

"’l‘here:saomcdﬁotalkaboutanatherperson 1f you wish to praise
someone, prame Mem, If you wxsh to find fnult with someane, you

w spnm or dndlcate n tosity calf IT4-362-4380 or E-Mail: Tonh’fwﬂn@mlm
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first1 would like to explain to you something. If you come to a Rov's
house on.a Shabbos afternoon, and you knock on the door but there is no
answer, it would not be wise to continue knocking. You would have to
| think that perhaps the Rov is a bit tired and has gone to rest for a little
while." :
The little boy turned pale as he looked at the venerable Rov with
purity and innocence, "I - I'm so sorry," the boy stammered, tears forming
at the corners of his eyes. "It's just that - I never thought that a Rov sleeps
on Shabbos!"

The Tschebiner Rov was so taken aback by the child's perception of
how a Rov would act, that from then on he never again slept on Shabbos
afternoon.
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Rabbeinu Yaakov "Ba'al Haturim" ZT"L notes that D0 -
Jadder, has the same numerical value as "\yon" - money, and as "y" -
poverty. He thus explains the ladder in Yaakov's dream symbolicaily: "4
ladder standing on the ground” - referring to the depths of destitution,
"with its top reaching the heavens" - alluding to the heights of prosperity.

Clearly, he does not mean that financial success can be referred to as
"the heavens." Evidently, he means that there are two sides to the coin. A
person can use his money for the needs of "the land," exclusively for
physical pursuits, spending more and more of his resources on luxuries
and the pleasures of life. Alternatively, he can utilize his assets - or at
least a sizable portion of them - for the needs of "the heavens,” by not
sacrificing his children's education to save money, by participating in _
charity campaigns, supporting the needs of the n»v)2 *n3, yeshivos and
Torah study groups.

One must also realize that "the angels of God ascend and descend the
ladder.” Each penny one spends for the sake of a mitzvah, be it charity,
kindness, education or Torah, yield angels who plead his case favorably
in the Heavenly Court. They ascend the heavens to bring merit to him and
his family, and they then descend in order to protect and defend. The
power of charity, kindness and the support of Torah study is such that the
individual reaps the fruits in this world, while the principal remains for

him and his family in the World to Come.
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Chazal tell us that when Yaakov reached Har Hamoriya and put his
head down to rest, it was only the first time in 14 years that he actually
slept. For the previous 14 years, while at the Yeshiva of Shem and Aver,
Yaakov learned Torah continuously and did not sieep even once.

The story is told that on a warm and long Shabbos afternoon, after
eating his shabbos meal, the Tschebiner Rov, R’ Dov Berish Wiedenfeld
ZT"L, felt a bit weary and decided to lie down. He had been resting only
a short while when he heard a knock on the door. At first he ignored it,
thinking that whatever it was could probably wait until later. But when the
knocking became louder and more persistent, the Rov arose and hurried to
open the door thinking, "Perhaps it is an emergency."

Opening the door, however, he found a nine-year-old boy holding a
gemara. (Yerushalayim, where he lived, is surrounded by an Erwv.) "Gut
Shabbos," said the Rov to the young boy, "Is there something that I can
help you with?"

The little boy looked up at the great sage, and said, "I just finished a
chapter of gemara, and I would like the Rov to test me on it." The elderly
Rov invited the boy inside and offered him a seat.

"My child,” he said, "I would love to listen to you say the gemara, but




