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A famous Moshul - parable, is brought down on this Posuk in the
Medrash Hagadol. A man walked in the heat of the desert, faint from
thirst and hunger. He found a tree with soothing shade and sweet fruit,
growing under a spring of water. He ate, drank and sat in the shade,
renewing his strength. As he stood up to continue on his way, he spoke to
the tree: "How shall I bless you? Shall I say, 'Let your fruit be sweet'? -
they are already sweet. Shall I say, 'Let your shade be pleasant'? - it is
already pleasant. Shall I say, 'Let there be a spring of water beneath you'?
- a spring already runs beneath you. I bless you, therefore, that any roots
from your tree that are planted elsewhere, shall be as blessed as you are."

Hashem said to Avrohom, "How shall I bless you? I have already
blessed you with all of life's blessings. I will bless you, therefore, that
your sons, and your son's son's until the end of time, will follow in your
footsteps of kindness and righteousness - Tyt 0> n."
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R' Chaim Sanzer ZT"L would say:
"The stars look so small when gazing at them from Earth, but in the
Heavens they are eminent and great. So too, the destiny of Bnei Yisroel:
On Earth they are small, but in the Heavens they will be great and noble."

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"The greatest and most heartwrenching cry is when a person needs to
weep but is unable to do so!"

R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L would say:

"Eliyohu Hanavi is the symbol of Mesiras Nefesh, which he portrayed
on behalf of Klal Yisroel many times. A newborn infant, at his Bris, is
| placed on the yn¥ox Hw X2, for he too, is granted this very same destiny."
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"No one here by that name," said the conductor. The man thought he
might then be in the second-class carriage and went off to look for him.
Again, he was unsuccessful. Finally, he went to the third-class carriage.

"Yes, he's here," a man told him, pointing to an old Jew with a long
white beard standing in the corner. And what an embarrassment! He was
standing there davening in his Tallis and Tefillin - right in front of all the
non-Jews! The man waited until R' Yitzchok Elchanan finished and then
went over and introduced himself.

"Rabbi," he said, "I'd heard so much about you and what you've done
for the Jewish people. I naturally assumed that you were more modern."

"Indeed I am," said R' Yitzchok Elchanan forcefully, "Those people
who keep the Mitzvos are the "modern" ones. It is those Jews who don't
keep the Mitzvos who are old-fashioned, having reverted back to the
practices of Terach, father of Avrohom, who was an idol worshipper!"
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We are struck by the unusual order of events as they are arranged in
this posuk. One would say that a person who leaves his country, first
departs from his father's house, then from his birthplace, and finally he
leaves his homeland. The following, then, should have been the order in
which the posuk should have listed them: "Go away from your father's
house, from your birthplace and from your land."”

Explains R' Moshe Alshich ZT"L, we must understand that Avrohom
Avinu was commanded to take leave of Ur Kasdim not only by physically
removing himself, but also in a spiritual sense. He was to distance himself
from the society in which he had grown up, to completely forget and erase
from his consciousness any trace of his native land, his birthplace, his
father's house and the pagan culture they represented.

When it comes to eradicating ingrained impressions and habits, those
which were formed in early childhood in the home environment, are the
most deeply rooted ones and survive the longest. Indeed, the order of
priority in the posuk is correct. Avrohom would first forget his land, then
his birthplace and only much later, his father's house, and his family.
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The story is told that once while travelling to a distant city to address
and strengthen the Orthodox community in the ways of Torah and
Mitzvos, R' Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor ZT"L, happened to be on the
same train as a "modern" Jew - one who had modernized his Judaism by
practically throwing away most of it.

As the train entered the Vilna station, the modern man saw that the
entire platform, as far as the eye could see, was packed - wall to wall -
with people. "Surely, there must be some member of the royalty on this
train," thought the reformist, "or possibly even a high government
dignitary." When he asked who everyone had come to see, though, he
was told that all were waiting to catch a glimpse of R' Yitzchok Elchanan.

"Well, if he's on the train, I can understand it," thought the man to
himself, "He's known as one of our leading Rabbis, and I've read how he
meets with the greatest of dignitaries." Determined to see this great Rabbi
for himself, the man went over to the first-class carriage. How could so
distinguished a Rabbi travel in anything else?




