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Parshas Devorim is read every year on the Shabbos before Tisha B'av
which is known as Shabbos Chazon. 9N teach us that the cause of the
destruction of the second Bais Hamikdosh was DN NNV - unwarranted
hatred that existed among Bnai Yisroel. However, if we pause to examine
this tragedy that we still mourn today, a startling truth emerges. The
Gemarah testifies that the people at that time were very involved in
doing Chesed to their fellow man - steeped in Torah, Mitzvos and acts of
loving kindness. Can such kind, helpful, pious Jews be guilty of baseless
hatred - hatred that reached the level of the story of Kamiza Bar Kamitza?
R' Henoch Lebowitz Shlit"a, Rosh Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim,
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| our love and friendship for them, so that this generation will be the one to
merit the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdosh.
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When Tisha B'av occurs on Shabbos (so that the fast is observed on
Sunday) none of the strictures regarding the Seudah Hamafsekes apply.
One may eat meat and drink wine, and set the table "as King Shlomo did
in his time". Moreover, it is a sin to deprive oneself of these foods if one
does so in observance of the mourning of Tisha B'av. It goes without
saying that customs such as sitting on the ground, eating a hard-boiled
egg and dipping the bread in ashes are not observed.
One does not greet his friend on Tisha B'av - not even to say good
| morning. If one is greeted by someone who is unaware of this law, he
| should answer quietly and with a serious face, but it is better to explain
that one does not extend greetings on this day.
Work should be avoided until noon. If possible, one should refrain
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from smoking on Tisha B'av, or at least smoke in private after msn.
For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.




good health and the doctors have prescribed that you must eat, even
today, to regain your strength?"

The man burst out laughing. "I should be as healthy the rest of my
days on this world, as I am today!" The Chutzpah and sarcasm oozed out
as the man turned back and resumed eating with gusto.

Sadly, the Rov walked away. He then lifted up his eyes to Heaven and
with a voice laden with emotion, called out, "Ribono Shel Olam, Master
of the universe! Look down from your lofty perch in Heaven and see how
far the NN NP1 - the ideals of truth, are so entrenched in the hearts and
very fiber of every Ben Yisroel. It is clear to see from the actions of this
Jew alone. He is but a simple man, however, it is far easier for him to
allow himself to transgress on obvious and well-known Aveiros, even
publicly, than to nvon, allow himself to utter one word that is not
entirely truthful in content!"
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The Possuk explains that Moshe told Bnai Yisroel that the Bnai Esav
will be afraid of the Jews, so they should take heed 1xn onnwn. If so,
that the other nations are frightened, why must the Brai Yisroel take
heed? It should be the opposite way around?

The Sefer Meoros Aish gives us an answer: The Torah teaches us a
great lesson here. For the entire duration of our Golus, the Bnai Yisroel
must be extremely careful not to antagonize or intimidate the other
nations of the world in any way. The mission of Klal Yisroel in Golus is
to spread the words of Hashem and to be satisfied with little. If the Jews
were to pursue luxuries and wealth, and to flaunt it, the Goyim would
begin to fear them, but eventually they would resent them and retaliate.

Consequently, when Bnai Yisroel approached the fearful children of
Esav on their land, they were commanded to take heed, so as not to
antagonize them and cause any problems.
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The story is told that Tisha B'av in the morning, after davening
Shachris and reciting Kinos, R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L was
returning from Shul when he noticed a man of obvious Jewish descent,
sitting comfortably on the porch of his home, eating a sumptuous meal
and relaxing in full view of any would-be onlookers. R' Levi Yitzchok
hurried over to the man and in hushed tones, so as not to cause a
disturbance, said to him, "Reb Yid, Have you forgotten that today is
Tisha B'av?"

The man took a bite from his food and with a full mouth answered,
"No, not at all. I'm fully aware that today is Tisha B'av."

"Maybe you don't know about the ancient Rabbinic law that on this
day, a Jew is required to fast and sit on low stools," countered the Rov.

The man looked at R' Levi Yitzchok and with disdain sneered, "I still
remember from my childhood days yet, that this day is one of fasting and
mourning, the day when the temple was destroyed in Jerusalem. You
think I don't know that!"

R' Levi Yitzchok was not put off. "Is it possible that you are not in




