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Y7 (OW) NN - Brings out bad - or one who uses his tongue to speak
Loshon Horah and slanderous words.
R' Tzvi Hirsch Auerbach ZT"L once fell ill and was bedridden for

' many days. His family finally called a doctor who arrived and

immediately began to check the patient. As with most doctors, he ordered
R' Tzvi Hirsch, "Open your mouth and stick out your tongue."

He did, and after a short pause, the doctor intoned in a serious tone of
voice, "Rabbi, you should just know, that after looking in your mouth, I
see that it isn't clean."

R' Tzvi Hirsch gave a loud groan and said, "Do you think I don't know
this? This is a problem of mine for some time now and I try with all my
might to work on myself and purify the words that come out of my
mouth!" The doctor gave him a prescription, but before he left, R' Tzvi
Hirsch called out in a miserable voice, "Unfortunately, do to our sins, is
there anyone today who can truly say that he has a "clean mouth!"
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The Melachah of 125 - laundering, is defined as removing dirt that is
somewhat absorbed in a fabric. The prohibition therefore, applies only to
laundering materials that are somewhat absorbent, but not to washing
hard surfaces such as wood, glass, metal or ceramic. Thus, dishes are not
subject to this prohibition.

The Prohibition of laundering applies to washing fabric with water or
another cleansing agent, as well as, cleaning fabric without the assistance

| ofa cleansing agent. Furthermore, it applies even to removing part of the

dirt from a fabric.

There are three different methods of laundering that are biblically
prohibited. These are 1) Washing fabric with water or any other
cleansing agent. 2) Removing dust that is absorbent in fabric. 3)

.| Removing a stain from fabric. In the coming issues, we will elaborate on
| these methods of laundering individually.
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A little while later, R' Kook was at a Bris, when a major argument
broke out among the attendees regarding his volatile words to Sir Lock.
R' Kook asked his Shamash, R' Meir Shoitland ZT"L, to respond.

"Soon the baby will be brought in," began R' Meir, "And we will say
”Nan Ta” to greet him. However, why don't we also say »N81N 71127 or
something similar, when the baby is carried out?"

"The answer is that unfortunately, many Jews are in awe of any non-
Jew and believe that they must adhere and acquiesce to anything he says,
at all times and at all costs. That's why when we bring in the baby - who
is still as yet uncircumcized and not officially Jewish - we greet him
grandly with a rousing ”~an Tv117. However, once the Milah is done and
this child has entered into the folds of Klal Yisroel, we find it no longer
necessary to bless him at every opportunity - even as he is brought out!"

This silenced the crowd and at once, it was understood that R' Kook
was not one who was intimidated by the non-Jewish authorities.
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The first letter of each of the words 3% N79» w110 >ar - (She) has
conceived and bears a son, make up the word M1 - merit.

Explains the Chidah, R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L, that the
Torah is alluding to the fact that it is generally the righteousness of a son,
that comes about through the m>t - merit, of the mother. Women who
purify their thoughts and their deeds, merit sons who grow up to be pure
and holy.

This too, is the connection with the following Possuk. »»nwn oyay
MINIIW WA N - On the eighth day, he shall circumcize the flesh of the
Jforeskin. If a person is truly careful regarding the laws of Niddah, he will
be worthy of having sons and further merit that they should have a Bris
Milah at eight days old.
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The word Metzorah can be seen as an abbreviation for the words '
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During the British Mandate that ruled Palestine in the early twentieth
century, the Jews who lived there were well aware that the British
authorities - and their leader Sir Lock, in particular - were friendly and
considerably protaganistic toward the Arabs and their murderous
attitudes against the Jews of the Yishuv.

It happened once at a government function that required the heads of

| the Jewish community to appear, that Sir Lock extended his hand in
| greeting to R' Avrohom Yitzchok Hakohen Kook ZT"L, the chief
| Rabbi of Eretz Yisroel, and to the amazement of all present, R' Kook

declined the handshake saying loudly, "I will not shake a hand that is
profaned with Jewish blood!"

This incident caused quite a stir in the Jewish community. Many
people were proud that their Rov finally stood up to the British, while
others were afraid that the authorities might take revenge on the hapless
Yishuv. Quite a deal of controversy and argument surrounded it.




