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Before he died, Yosef asks an unusual request of his brothers: "G-d will surely

ook || remember you and bring you up out of this land ... And you will bring my bones
| up out.of here.” The sons of Yaakov were all aware of the impending gofus ifi

oy could Yosef be sure that his bones would be retnevable or even 1atact for that
dookesk

Egypt and the ptophecy that they would be thete for many years to come. How

matter, when the time came for Bréi Yisroel to go up out of Egypt?

R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L quotes the gemara (.n 5W>21) "A person should always
try to incite his 190 % ~ Good inclination, to win over his ¥7711% - Bad
inclination. If he succeeds, good ... If this does not succeed, he should remind
himself of the day of his death.” A petson becomes humbled and broken wher he
is reminded of death and this will prevent him from sinning.

Thus, Yosef prefaced his request to have his bones brought out of Egypt by

 stating "1 03RY = "L am dymg" and by doing so a wave of humility and

submission swept over him. Only now could he dsk of his brothers this request

because, as the gemara (:23p nav) clearly states, “One who has no jealousy and
hatred in his heart for another, his bones will never rot." By demonstrating that
he harbored absolutely no ill will towards his brothers, Yosef fervently believed

that no matter how much titne would pass until Buei Yisroel would leave Egypt,

his bones would not rot and it would be well within théir means to accomodate
his request for a proper bmial i'n Eretz ¢ isrﬁoel.

S ‘,m’x ‘1,‘-‘ N’ﬂ
R’ Asher of Karlin/Stolin ZT"L would say:
"The posuk states, ‘nd (Yaakav) bléssed them on that day'. He blessed them

that they should do thmgs nnmed1ately on that day' < rather than procrastmatmg,“

A Famous Historian ornce noted:

"The instinct of nearly all societies is to lock up anybody whio is truly free.
Fxrst, society begms by trying to quiet you. If this fails, they try to po1son you, If
this fails too, they finish by 1oad1ng honors on your head!"

R! Naftali of Ropzhitz ZT"'L (Ropzhitzer Rebbe) would say:

"Why do chassidim drink so much schnapps? Because they want to recite the
blessing, /112 oMy 9w - A1l came into being through His word'. Water is
not good enotgh for them because anyone who truly knows that all came into
being through G-d's word deserves another drink of schnapps!"

For alli mqulrles and mayn, pleasc call 845-821 6200 or E-mzul TorahTaw lmﬂaol.com
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sleight of hand brought the son of the victim to the scene and appeared to
slaughter the man's son right before his father's eyes! The injured man
gasped in terror - and his intestines returned to their place, his injury totally
cured!" The Rebbe closed the sefer. "You see from hiere that one method of
repairing intestines is to shock the patient!"

The doctor was still skeptical. Dr. Weiselman replied, "Certainly, from a
medical point of view, it seems to be a rather unusual idea. But if you wish, 1
can aftempt it by placing Bankes - leeches, on the patient."

The doctor went ahead and implemented the Rebbe's suggestion, and lo
and behold, it worked! The doctor excitedly cried out, "Tell the Rebbe that
the wisdom of the Talmud has saved this patient!"

After a few days, the boy felt hale and hearty once more, thanks to the
intelligence, advice and perseverance of the Rebbe.
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In his parting words to the second and third of his sons, Shimon and Levi,
Yaakov seems to reserve his harshest criticism. "Into their conspiracy may
nmy soul not enter; in their congregation may my honor not join.” Rashi
explains this to mean that Yaakov did not want his name mentioned in the
Torah, by the genealogy of Zimri from the tribe of Shimon, and Korach
from the tribe of Levi, both of whom sinned publicly and disgracefully when
the Jews were in the desert. But why? Was Yaakov overly concerned with
his own honor and reputation, now, right before he was to die?

The holy R' Yechezkel Halberstam of Shinov ZT"L explains in a deep
and mystical fashion. In truth, much more was at stake here than Yaakov's
honor and reputation. In Kabbalah, Yaakov is considered the spiritual core
of the Jewish people, one of the "wheels of Hashem's chariot." Yaakov was
concerned that the sins of Zimri and Korach should not become so
entrenched as to remove any possible hope to rectify them. A sin can be
rectified so long as the sinner's corruption is superficial and does not reach
to the core of his being. Yaakov, being the core of the Jewish spirit hoped to
shy away from the influence of their sins, not allowing them to settle and
take root among his children. Thus, Yaakov prayed that when Korach and
Zimri would lead the Jewish people astray, each in his own time, he should
not be connected with their sins, in other words, that Hashem should keep
their corruption from sinking too deep into the nation's soul. And it did
appear to have worked for, indeed, Korach's own sons repented.
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A young boy was once stricken with a serious stomach ailment. A certain
doctor, Dr. Weiselman, a renowned internist, was called in and he diagnosed
that the boy was suffering from a dangerous condition, whereby his intestines
had become twisted. The boy's mother decided to travel to the city of
Vishnitza, where R' Shloime Halberstam ZT" L, was the Dayan before
becoming Rebbe in Bobov. The boy's mother wept incessantly, begging the
Rebbe to pray for her son until she literally collapsed on the floor. R' Shioime
gave her his most heartfelt berachah, asking Hashem to cure the boy, and the
distraught woman 1eft.

R' Shloime paced the room feverishly for a few minutes. Not the type to
rely on Heavenly miracles, he called to his attendant, "Quickly, call Dr.
Weiselman!™ The doctor was immediately called.

When he arrived, the Rebbe urgently asked him, "Please tell me, what do
you think can be done for this patient?"

Replied the doctor, "Unfortunately, I don't see any hope for him. [ have
tried every possible medical remedy, but nothing has seemed to work.”

R' Shloime thought for a moment. "Listen to me," he said finally, "I want
to tell you a story from the Talmud." Taking out a Gemara Chulin, the Rebbe
read aloud, translating every word into German for the benefit of the doctor.
"The Talmud relates that once a man fell off a roof and suffered injuries to
his stomach. In fact, his intestines were protruding out. A person skilled at

LSS LSS LSO S <>

LSS L LS O LS L LT




