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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (154)
Selling Torah Material to Gentiles. May Judaica bookstores
sell Torah study books to curious gentiles who come into the
store or does it fall into the prohibition of giving Torah over to a
gentile? In our country, where any sort of discrimination is
reported to authorities, this might endanger the existence of such
bookstores. It is therefore important to know if there are heterim
and how to use them when they really apply.

Possible Issurim. These include: 1. Lifiei Iveir: Making another
person stumble by doing something he is prohibited from. 2.
Rabbinic issur of “Mesayeia Yedei Ovrei Aveira.” Even when
there is no issur of Lifnei Iveir on a Torah level, Chazal
prohibited giving help to those who sin. 3. Handing over Torah
to gentile (1). 4. The gentile might disgrace the seforim.

Lifnei Iveir. For this issur, we have the heter that if it is
available elsewhere, there is no issur. According to Mishna
Lamelech () this is only if it is available by other gentile sellers,
but according to other Poskim (3) even if they are only available
at Jewish sellers there is no issur of Lifnei Iveir.

Another factor to consider is the leniency @ that when it is not
clear that the person will sin, it is permitted to sell to him. When
Darkei Sholom is involved, like discriminating against certain
customers, even a small possibility of him not sinning permits
one to sell. If so, seforim that have sections that a gentile can
learn such as the seven mitzvos of bnei Noach, Nach, basic
Emunah about Hashem and His Oneness, and according to
some Poskim simple halachos without depth or reasons, can be
sold to him because he might only study those sections.
Mesavyeia Yedei Ovrei Aveira. Regarding this Rabbinic Issur
of helping one sin even when there is no Lifnei Iveir, we can rely
on the Shach (5 that it wasn’t decreed regarding gentiles.
Handing Torah Over to Gentiles. Even though Shiyurei Bracha
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(6 brings an opinion that giving over written Torah is included in
this issur, he seems to argue and say that only direct teaching to a
gentile violates this issur, but handing over written material is
within the rules of Lifnei Iveir as in the paragraph above.
Disgracing Seforim. Usually a gentile will treat them well and
keep them in a bookshelf, although he might bring them into a
toilet, the Rema (7 in a similar case, where not selling can cause
hatred and potential trouble, permits to sell to a gentile.
Summary. Even though we’ve seen that there are leniencies in the
above issues, if one can refrain without repercussions, he should.
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Our Gemara says it prefers to underscore the position of R Yosi
because he is lenient (57n) and paskens 1nv. In (:1) N¥A NOON,
Rashi explains that we prefer to highlight the position of a matir
because to be matir, the Posek is relying on what he heard and
learned and is not afraid to say “mm. Anyone can pasken Nnw or
Ton and be »nnn without any backup. Tosfos there quotes Rashi
and adds that a matir must bring proof to his psak whereas one can be
nnn even without proofs. Similarly, the Gemara in (x) mam> has a
Ny mn to say that a psak to be stringent should not be classified as
a "nxn” (ruling), since only a psak of leniency needs proofs, svara
and mesorah, but nothing extra is required to pasken nino.
The n"ox in N3, explains that since, when we have a pav what to
do, we would follow the stringent view, the Posek that tells us it's nox
hasn't helped us any, since without him we would be stringent also.
Therefore, the opposite is true in a case of a 277 pav where we
would be lenient. Here, the one who is machmir is the one who will
need to bring proofs, so his would be the position to highlight!
At the Levaya of R’ Belsky zt], R’ Elya Brudny shlit'a said that he was
always amazed at the "~pnn no” that R Belsky displayed. We see
from above, that this is the greatest compliment one can give a Posek.
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Rabbi Moshe ben Eliezer shlit’a (Ramb’a) would say:
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“o09 MmN Y NwyY - Rashi in Chumash defines '©09 nyn>' as a woolen garment. He also quotes the Medrash that
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‘D09’ refers to Yosef’s troubles and is an acronym for ‘071 DONRYNW 0INMD 19019’ - the ones who caused him the most
grief. However, Rashi in the Gemara (» naw) brings a new explanation in the name of Rabbeinu Yitzchok Halevi, that
‘D0 NN’ refers to Y1 ©' the material around the cuffs of his coat. It seems from this that Yaakov only added special cuffs
to Yosef’s coat, not an entirely new coat. Perhaps this is the source why many Rebbes have felt cuffs on their coats!”

R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik z¢”I (Brisker Rav) would say:

“INN N IUND YT NDIND 92 N DR NN 72 W PR - The prison warden did not find anything for which to accuse Yosef,
for Hashem was with him. Yosef was entirely innocent. Why did he need special assistance to be found not guilty?
Because, without the special siyata dishmaya that he merited, the warden would have found ways to trip him up at every
step. Only due to ‘Hashem was with him,” that the warden did not invent any false reports with which to provoke him.”
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The remarkable story of Yosef being sold into slavery is replete with many nuances and distinctions that require a great
deal of studying and comprehension. On a basic level, when the brothers saw Yosef coming to them near Shechem, they
convened a Beis Din and judged him on the spot. They decided to kill him as a “Rodef.” However, Reuven, the oldest brother
stepped in and rescued him. He literally gave Yosef back his life, by suggesting that they sell him instead of kill him.

R’ Sholom Schwadron z¢”’l, the renowned Maggid of Jerusalem, was once asked a question: When a person kills another
human being "9, he removes his soul from his body. Is there any way for a person to inject a soul into another human being?
R’ Sholom smiled at the question and replied, “Of course there is. In fact, I once did it myself!”

The questioner looked stunned and R’ Sholom explained. “I was once spending a beautiful and peaceful Shabbos at my
daughter’s home in Kiryat Gat. Suddenly, in the middle of the Friday night seudah, we heard a knock on the door and the
Gabbai from the local shul was standing there. He walked in and said, ‘Rebbi, we just heard that the Maggid is in town and it
would be our honor if he could come and deliver a derasha in shul tonight after the seudah?””

R’ Sholom said, “Well, he was quite insistent and I couldn’t say no, so I agreed to come after the meal. I hadn’t prepared
anything specific to speak about, but I realized the moment I came into the shul that this ‘Derasha’ did not require pilpul or
lomdus. Maybe a cute vort, a story, a mashal, and the people would appreciate it very much. So that is what I did!”

The shul was packed when R’ Sholom arrived as everyone wanted to hear a good vort. He said over something nice on the
parsha and then, he turned to someone sitting next to him and asked a question. “Why is it that lately it has become popular to
make a big lavish Bat Mitzvah party? Throughout the years, it was the custom to make a festive seudah for a Bar Mitzvah,
when a boy turned thirteen years old. But when did this start that people go out and make huge Bat Mitzvah parties too?”

He looked around in his well-known style and said, “I will tell you. You see, for all the years, a Bar Mitzvah boy was
celebrated since he was now entering a stage of life where he was commanded to perform special mitzvos. He now puts on
Tefillin, learns Torah, etc. A girl, however, is not commanded to do these mitzvos, so people would make a boy a party but
not a girl. Unfortunately, today, even the boys are not fulfilling mitzvos. Nebech, so many young boys do not follow in the
ways of our forefathers and do not keep the mitzvos the way they should. When the girls saw that the boys are not doing
mitzvos, they figured, “Well, they are no different than us. So why should they get a big fancy Bar Mitzvah party when they
don’t do mitzvos - we should also get a big fancy Bat Mitzvah party! Why should we be any different than them!””

The Maggid paused as he retold the story. Then he continued. “A number of years later, I was once again in Kiryat Gat
and a man came over to me. “You don’t know me,” he said, ‘but I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart. You see, |
was there on that Friday night when the Maggid spoke in shul. My family and I were not religious at the time. But when I
heard you say that girls are demanding a Bat Mitzvah party just like boys, since they feel that just as the boys don’t do mitzvos
and get a party, they should too, it struck a chord within me. My son had recently turned thirteen and we did indeed make him
a grand Bar Mitzvah party. But for what? Did he do anything to be celebrated? Does he keep any mitzvos, does he put on
Tefillin, does he learn Torah, to make him deserving of being called a ‘Bar Mitzvah’? 1 had never thought of it that way before
and I decided that my son should start wearing 7efillin. I bought him a pair of Tefillin and I insisted that he put them on every
day. My son complied, and after a while, he began doing more and more mitzvos. Soon, he wanted to switch to the religious
school and we switched him. He eventually became fully observant, and he ‘shlepped’ us all along with him. Today, I am
happy to say that my entire family is scrupulously religious and we fufill all the mitzvos!””

R’ Sholom now turned to the original questioner and said, “’You know how one can take another person’s soul and remove

it from his body. But nogou know how you can take a ‘soulless’ person and inject him with true, pure Ruchniyos!”
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Although Chazal explain the famous words of Amos HaNavi
in numerous ways, the simple meaning is that Hashem can
forgive the Jewish people “for three” sins (idol worship, illicit
relations and murder), “but for the fourth” (perversion of
Justice), He “will not forgive.” One would assume that the
three cardinal sins which are normally non-negotiable and
punished for severely, should warrant a greater punishment
than for the perversion of justice. Why is it that Hashem would
be unwilling to forgive someone for transgressing the
seemingly simple transgression of perverting social justice?
R’ Yaakov Ben Asher z¢”’l (Arbah Turim) explains that

Hashem created the world to last, and the way for it to last is
if society upholds moral standards and lives civilly. Radak
explains that Chazal place a major emphasis on the moral
compass of the Jewish people. Jews all around the world are
held to a higher moral standard and as a result must maintain
that level to be an example for the rest of the world.

The three cardinal sins are three moral sins that effect a
person’s connection between him and his Creator. When a
person sins, Hashem in his infinite kindness, can find a way
to “forgive and forget.” However, when a person perverts
social justice, his crime is no longer solely against Hashem; it
is a crime against his fellow man and a destructive force for
the entire world — which is far worse in the eyes of Hashem.
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Rashi says that “Ruach Hakodesh” said these words: “Do you think that by getting rid of Yosef you’ll annul his dream?
Hashem said, ‘We’ll see whose plan will succeed, mine or yours?’” The Panim Yafos explains the connection between this
posuk and the next posuk of Reuven saving Yosef. Reuven, it seems, was the only person who heard that Bas Kol, the Ruach
Hakodesh. He understood that it was up to him to save Yosef. We find a similar idea in the Gemara Taanis regarding Ilfa and
R’ Yochanan who were contemplating leaving the yeshivah to go work. R’ Yochanan heard two malachim saying, “Let’s
topple the wall on them.” The other replied, “No, one of them is destined for greatness.” R’ Yochanan asked Ilfa if he heard
anything. Ilfa said he did not. He then realized that it was he they were discussing and he must actualize his destiny even amid
his abject poverty. He ultimately became the great R’ Yochanan, whose Torah is learned daily. The machshava here is
obvious. We all have dreams and aspirations. Sometimes we are lax in fulfilling them. Every now and then we “hear” the

Ruach Hakodesh inside us pushing us to materialize our destinies. We too must act upon it like Reuven and R” Yochanan.
With this thought, perhaps we can explain the tefillah regarding dreams which most recite twice during Birchas Kohanim.
Why twice? Who dreamed again in the interim? Based on the above, we may suggest that the first time is for a real dream. In
the second, we are referring to our own personal dreams. We say “bein shechalamti al atzmi” or if someone else had a “dream”
that I should become great. Or my dreams for my own children, “im tovim heim,” then please Hashem, help me fulfill them.
May Hashem help us become the best we can. Let our dreams and aspirations for greatness come true and when we hear it,
let us listen to the Ruach Hakodesh within gach one of us calling out and saying, "wnn NPN SN TYTP MM TIOZN NIOWN ON'!
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Ywn: A man was traveling on business to a distant shore
when a terrible storm hit the ship he was on and wreaked
havoc and destruction on the vessel. Everyone was thrown
overboard and the storm raged through the night. The next
morning, the exhausted and dehydrated man washed up on a
small, uninhabited island where he soon realized that he was
the sole survivor of the shipwreck. He began to pray

feverishly for Hashem to rescue him.

Every day he would go out to the beach and scan the
horizon looking for any sort of rescue and assistance, but
none seemed forthcoming. He davened and davened, sure
that help was on its way. Exhausted, he eventually managed
to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the
elements, and to store the few possessions he had left.

One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to
find his little hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky.

He felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost.
He was stunned with disbelief, grief, and anger. He cried out,
“G-d in Heaven! How could You do this to me?”

Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a
ship approaching the island! It had come to rescue him!

The rescue ship sent out a boat to pick him up. “How did
you know I was here?” asked the weary man when they came
on shore. “Why, we saw your smoke signal,” they replied.
Sema: Yosef was placed in a terrible situation. He was removed
from his family and his surroundings and he could have been
upset at his lot in life. But Yosef recognized that if Hashem had
placed him in this position, it was for the good. And as we all
know, this was borne out. It’s easy to get discouraged when
things are going bad, but we shouldn’t lose heart, because
Hashem is at work in our lives, even in the midst of our pain
and suffering. Remember that the next time your little hut
seems to be burning to the ground, it just may be that smoke
signal. It may just be the first step to your salvation.
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When Yosef was sent out to search for his brothers and met an angel ("vnn") on the way to Shechem, the malach asked

him a question. It was a simple, two-word inquiry, but it spoke volumes to Yosef in his fragile situation, and it should
reverberate in our collective hearts and minds as a constant reminder to reassess our own situation and renew our own goals.

The angel asked: "wpan nn' - “What are you looking for?” Of course, the angel was sent from Heaven and most assuredly
already knew the answer to such a simple question, but nevertheless, it was a question to be pondered.

The Kotzker Rebbe zt”’l explains that in order to succeed in life, a person must know what he is looking for. In life, the
going gets tough, there are bumps along the way, and often it just seems overwhelming. If a person is not focused on his
ultimate goal, he can easily lose his motivation to continue. On the flip side, when a person is met with success,whether it is
financial, academic, or in any other area of life - if he allows his success to “go to his head,” he will lose sight of his goal, which
will ultimately lead to his downfall. He must remain focused on his true purpose in life in order to reach the great heights of
success. Rabbi Orlovsky shlit’a once said: “If you don’t know where you’re going, any road will get you there!”

R’ Y. Frand shlit’a once quoted a friend who said that today, lasers have revolutionized the world of medicine, technology
and even national defense. A laser is a simple beam of light, but it is concentrated to such a high degree, and it is so powerful,
that it can cut through a diamond! A regular beam of light tends to diffuse and disperse, and does not have this power. It is like
one who doesn’t know what he really wants out of life - just going every which way the wind blows him. One must constantly
ask himself these timeless words: "wpan nn"’ - What do [ really want out of life - and with Hashem's help he will succeed!




