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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal
Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio - Halachos of the Arba Minim

The Torah states 'WWNI DY 039 ONNPSY - a person must take full
possession of his Lulav, Esrog, Hadas and Aravah on the first day of Sukkos.
Therefore, one should pay for his ©1 1 before Yom Tov and not wait until after
the holiday to pay ). in order to fulfill the mitzvah according to all opinions.

The lulav has a green spine (777w) from which the leaves branch out of its side
and top. One should be careful when connecting the hadassim and aravos to the
lulav, that one Nav (34 inches) of the 1w @ should stick out over the top of the
hadassim and aravos. If the hadassim and aravos are longer than their minimum
length (12 inches) and do not allow for a nav of the M7V to be visible, one should
cut off the tips and shorten the stems so that the 777w is properly sticking out.

The four minim are held together and waved (each person according to his
custom) after reciting the beracha, and during Hallel. One should not make a
beracha and fulfill the mitzvah before sunrise 3. This is especially relevant for those
who daven very early on Hoshana Rabba and do the mitzvah before davening. A
lady should remove her rings before taking the lulav and esrog @.

The oyww - waving, should be performed in such a way that the leaves rustle
and produce a slight sound ). In many instances, the lulav is covered in a brown
papery substance (known as "kora") which tends to hold the leaves together and
not allow them to rustle. One should carefully remove this peel from the bottom
leaves so as to allow the lulav to rustle properly.

The waving is done in all four directions, as well as, up and down. When
saying each of the words in & NN N NN (except Hashem's Name), one
should shake the /ulav in two distinct directions ). There is no difference between
a longer word (nyvnn) with three syllables and a shorter word (&) with only one

syllable; one should wave to two directions for each word.
2NN N9 MIYN (6) VOV (5) 1NN BV (4) N: 2N OV (3) 3791 AN (2) 2: NN NN NIwn (1)

VAN O N

The Satmar Rebbe, R' Yoel Teitelbaum ZT''L would say:

"I am fully confident that Eretz Yisroel will forgive me for the things
I might have said about it in a negative way ("19) £ XIND 1), For
the words "IN 799 vIxY vY - 'He will pay back His enemies and
the Land will be appeased' spell out the letters of my name (Hx1)!"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:
"Some people say they've seen the ushpizin. I don't see them but I
believe they are in my sukkah. And believing is greater than seeing!"

A Philosopher once said:

"We are born unclothed, wet, and hungry. Then things get worse."
DEDICATED BY THE NADLER FAMILY N7y PNy 12 ANt 75yY
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It is unusual that when the Torah lists the mitzvos of Chag HaSukkos,
first comes the Arba Minim and last comes the mitzvah of Sukkah
itself. In the Mishnah, though, the order is reversed: First the Tanna
deals with the halachos applicable to the mitzvah of Sukkah, and only
beginning in the third perek, are the Lulav, Esrog, Hadas and Aravah
dealt with in earnest. Why did the Tanna change around the order?
Explains R' Yosef Sholom Elyashiv Shlit'a, based on the words of
the Shi'iltos: A portion of the mitzvah of N2 NV - sitting in the
sukkah, is also the n>on n»wyY - creating (building) the sukkah, and
although the aspect of building is generally perceived as a preparation
for the actual mitzvah of sukkah, the fact that it is specifically ment-
ioned in the Torah (775 Nwyn M, v”) lends credence to its importance.
Thus, since the building portion of the mitzvah is performed before
Yom Tov, as opposed to the Arba Minim which are only used on Yom
Tov itself, it behooves us to study and learn the halachos necessary for
the mitzvah of sukkah, before we deal with the Lulav, Esrog, etc.

(:25p HaW) 57y NN 29I NN NOID 139 NYY MN¥NI 12395 NNINN

R' Chaim Sanzer ZT'"L (Divrei Chaim) was invited to be Rov of a
community but refused the offer because he did not want to enter the
rabbinate. His wife, however, was very disappointed. As a result, she
continually tried to persuade him to accept the offer.

Finally, just before Sukkos, R' Chaim told her, "If you buy me an
extremely beautiful esrog, I'll consider it." His wife, seeing her chance,
bought the very best esrog money could buy and gave it to him.

Soon word got around the small village that R' Chaim had an
exceptional esrog, and on the first day of Yom Tov everyone came to
fulfill the mitzvah of lulav and esrog with R' Chaim's beautiful esrog.
By the time everyone had finished admiring, touching and handling it,
it was rather the worse for the wear, and had lost its original beauty.

"Look!" said R" Chaim to his mortified wife."The most beautiful of
esrogim only needs to fall into the hands of the community to lose its
beauty! How much more so when one falls in with the rabbinate!"

(1935 9MNIN) 119 HRIY? 33 NN INAVIN NIDA 5 DIIMNNT IYT Jynd

Why do the children ask the ”mnwy nn” on Pesach and not on
Sukkos? After all, the Yom Tov of Sukkos certainly brings a more
dramatic change in our lives, as we leave our homes for seven days and
perform many more unusual mitzvos than on Pesach.

R' Zvi Berliner ZT"L answers that on Pesach, a child sees every-
one festively gathered around the table, like free men at ease, not like
people in exile. This is curious to him and he asks the four questions.
On Sukkos, however, when he sees his fellow Jews living in huts
without a true roof over their heads, this doesn't surprise him at all.
This is the way Jews have lived ever since they went into golus!

SOISISOSOOIOOIOSISIOIOISIOISOS<




179 NIRYY DNYAN 79 N2 TN XYM NYNRN NNYI Noeh

GO OSIS OSSOSO SIS page 3

GBSO OSSOSO SIS page 2

| I

INNII YN W NN

722N 77N

A Torah Taviin Publication
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 10952

e I M
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careful when it comes to the first hadar, checking and searching and
making sure that their esrog is the finest in the land. This is indeed an
important and admirable trait, one that is prevalent at this time of year."

He smiled now at the intrigued look on the boy's face. "I, on the
other hand, try to be careful with the second hadar as well, the one
dealing with the honor of elderly people. As a result, since I am now
on my way to an old-age home to visit an old man who has no one to
visit him and no one to talk to, I placed more emphasis on the second
hadar, and less on the first hadar!"

| _TORAH GEMs
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The purpose of remembering and recording history, is for Bnei
Yisroel to look back upon the succession of generations and learn the
lessons of our past in order to apply them to our continued future.

In today's day and age, says R' Avrohom Yaakov Pam ZT"L, we
have a world organization known as the United Nations, who as a
general body have not shown favor to the Jewish Nation. This, too, is
recorded in history, so that when Moshiach finally comes and the
nations of the world will come before G-d and proclaim their love for
Klal Yisroel, He will produce every resolution and inflammatory
rhetoric that had been the accepted norm, and dismiss them outright.

(3-25) o1y HX GONM NNPY NDY NN TUN 913 HNY
Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu to ascend the mountain where he will
die and be gathered in to his people, just as Aharon, his brother, died
and was gathered in to his people. Why must the Torah use such
elaborate wording - >0y YN QO ... 902 MYV’ - "Die on the mount ...
and be gathered in to your people,” not once, but twice in the same
posuk to describe the death of Moshe, and his brother Aharon?

The Munkatcher Rebbe, R' Chaim Elazar Shapiro ZT''L gives
us a fascinating explanation. We find, that each and every year, the day
of the week on which the yahrzeit of Aharon Hakohen happens to fall
out (IN wTIN WNA), is the very same day that we welcome the yovIN
of Aharon, on the fifth day of Sukkos. Moshe, too, has his pPvovin on
the fourth day of Yom Tov, which turns out to be the exact same day of
the week that his yahrzeit (7N 1) comes out.

This is hinted at in the words of the posuk: 2 nny’ - Moshe will
die on this specific day, "7y 9% qonm” - And on the following
Sukkos (qpoxn an) he will come to his people - when he joins us on that
very same day in our Sukkah as an ushpizin guest. "YINN NN NI -
Just as Aharon died, "0y SN qonn - And he, too, will gather together
with his people, on the fifth day of Sukkos, the day of his ushpizin.
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A number of days before the Yom Tov of Sukkos, the tzaddik of
Yerushalayim, R' Aryeh Levine ZT'"L, entered the renowned
Rubinstein seforim store in Meah Shearim, which also sold Lulavim,
Esrogim and the other necessities for Yom Tov. Turning to the man
behind the counter, he asked, "Did you pick out an esrog for me, like I
requested?" Nodding affirmatively, Mr. Rubinstein took a wrapped
esrog box out from under the counter and handed it to R' Aryeh.

R' Aryeh thanked the proprietor, took out a handful of bills from his
pocket and paid for the esrog. Then, without another word, he turned
and walked hastily out of the store.

A young bochur, who happened to be in the seforim store at the very
same time, watched with rapt interest as the short exchange took place.
As soon as R' Aryeh walked out of the store, he immediately ran after
him and brazenly called out, "R"' Aryeh!" Not hearing his name being
called at first, R' Aryeh continued walking, apparently deep in thought.
"R" Aryeh," called out the young man in full pursuit, "I have a question."

This time, after hearing his name being called, R' Aryeh stopped
walking and turned around, while the young man hurried to catch up.
Then, the boy asked with characteristic Israeli forwardness, "It's about
the Rov's esrog. Doesn't the Rov want to look at the esrog he just
bought? At least to see if its mehudar!"

R' Aryeh looked at the young bochur with glowing eyes. "This is
indeed a good question," he said after a moment. "But I have an even
better answer. You see, twice in the Torah, do we find the word 11"
used: Once by the mitzvah of esrog, as it says, \y »9 D35 DNNPHY”
"1 - "And you shall take for yourselves a beautiful fruit,” and a
second time with regard to the mitzvah of "ypy »a N1 - "You shall
honor the presence of an elder.” The boy nodded in agreement.

R' Aryeh hurried to finish his words. "Now, some people are only
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