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Three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah: one for the completely
wicked, one for the completely righteous, and one for those in between. We
learn this from the posuk, "And if not, erase me please from Your book which
You have written.” What are these three books? And what is the relationship
of the posuk to the three books? We usually assume that Hashem writes in
these books, whereas the posuk speaks of erasing!

R' Yosef Engel ZT"L explains as follows: The gemara (.x> nyn)
teaches that when a person sins in private, his soul will testify against him.
Each of the mitzvos, in all of its halachic detail, is engraved on a part of the
soul. If a person observes a particular mitzvah properly, the corresponding
part of the soul shines with holiness. But if a person neglects a particular
mitzvah, the corresponding part of the soul is dulled. The writing on that part
of the soul is erased. This is how the soul "testifies" against the sinner. When
the Heavenly Court looks at the soul, the soul shows for all to see which
mitzvos that person observed and which he neglected. In a similar vein, the
soul is itself the "book" which is opened on Rosh Hashanah. If a person has
been a complete tzaddik, Hashem will be able to read the entire Torah from
that person's soul. That soul will be "Your book" - the complete book of the
Torah. The soul of an "in-between" person will no longer contain the entire
Torah but will be a mix of writing and erasures. It will retain only some of
that "which You have written.” But on the soul of the wicked person, the
Torah which had been engraved will have been completely "erased.”
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R' Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ZT''L (Meshech Chochmah) would say:
"I don't like to discuss my age with others. Just as a businessman who is
running short of cash doesn't reveal his cash flow to others!"

R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:
"When one has peace of mind, he can feel love for humanity. Lack of peace
of mind leads to animosity towards others. Peace of mind leads to love."

R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT"L would say:

"It is worth the effort to help improve someone's behavior even if the
improvement will only last a short duration. Look, Yonah saved the city of
Ninvei from impending disaster and that only lasted 3 months!"
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later on. It followed, therefore, that the fact that they were all going to be
going home late was really a good thing, not a cause for tears! The villager
immediately calmed himself down.

Now came the blowing of the shofar, and his original question presented
itself anew: Why were they all crying again? But he soon found an
explanation that suited him. "True," he thought, "it may be that the soup will
be richer and the meat may be softer after all this time - but who has the
strength to wait so long?!" And with this pathetic cry from his heart, he
began to weep along with the rest of the people.

When the Rhiziner Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Ruzhin ZT"L, heard this
story, he sighed and said, "This is a perfect moshol - parable about our long
golus - exile. At first, we cried when we lost our holy Bais Hamikdosh, the
void it left was heartwrenching. But then we stopped and resigned ourselves
to our lot. But now is the time to cry out and beg Hashem for the geulah -
redemption. Ribono Shel Olam, we haven't got the strength to wait so long!"
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Chazal teach that the blowing of the shofar helps to confuse the Satan so
that he is no longer able to hurl accusations at us, and we then have a better
chance for a favorable judgment. There is a halachah that if the first day of
Rosh Hashanah falls out on Shabbos, we do not blow the shofar on that day.
Rather, we blow the shofar only on the second day. The gemara (. v 1)
explains that there was concern that someone may mistakenly carry the
shofar in a public domain and inadvertently violate the Shabbos. Thus,
chazal decreed that we would not blow the shofar when Rosh Hashanah
falls out on Shabbos. But does this make sense? In order to avoid a possible
unintentional error, we are putting the entire nation in great danger! Without
the shofar to stop the Satan, we are defenseless against his accusations!

R' Yitzhak Blazer ZT"L answers that the earlier generations had a
much better understanding of the severity of sins, even accidental sins. They
understood that the risk of even one person commiting a sin was far too
great a risk. In their complete comprehension of the benefits of the shofar
blowing versus the possible violation of Shabbos, they determined that the
risk was not worth the gain. Our message is clear. If this is the effect of a sin
performed by mistake, how much more severe is a sin done with intention!
Now is the time to return to Hashem with humility and beg forgiveness for
our past misdeeds. With this, we will merit a good year filled with blessing.
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A villager once came to the town of Ruzhin for the High Holy Days.
Like many villagers in those days, he was so ignorant that he did not even
know how to read the prayers. But everyone was going to shul, so he went
along. When he walked into the Beis Medrash on the morning of the first
day of Rosh Hashana, he gazed around in all directions without even
opening his mouth. But he did observe something that he found unusual:
When the other men reached the silent prayer, he noticed that some of them
were weeping, holding the siddur up to their faces to block their tears.

"That's strange," thought the peasant. "There hasn't been any fighting or
notable sicknesses going around. I wonder why they are crying?"

He sat there and thought about it for a while, and then he thought he
figured it out: They were no doubt crying because they had to stay in shul
for such a long period of time, and they were becoming quite hungry! He
too, felt the pangs of hunger, and so, he soon found himself weeping
together with the rest of the people.

But then, the silent prayer ended, and the people stopped crying. This
was confusing. Why did they not cry now? Aren't they still hungry? It then
occurred to him that he had noticed in the morning before heading off to
shul, that his hostess at the inn where he was staying, had put a hard lump
of meat into the soup that was to be served later that afternoon. He realized
that the longer the meat was left on the fire, the easier it would be to chew
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