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ema: All throughout the year, wehide within the confines
of our homes. We feel safe and secure and don’t feel the
need for extra protection. But now, after we’ve done

Teshuvah, we say: "W No0 wHY NN’ - We must “open
the umbrella” and truly recognize that it is Hashem Who is
protecting us in our homes and even out in the street!

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY

(MeY2ET PR eirmmres.

Halachos of Zmanim Relevant to Chag HaSukkos.
Earliest Time for Sukkah. There is a Torah obligation to eat
bread in the Sukkah on the first night of Sukkos. Preferably one
should eat a bit more than an egg volume (n¥212) within an
eight minute span or at least a one half egg volume in a four
minute span. Outside of Eretz Yisroel we must do this again on
the second night. We learn this from the mitzvah to eat matza
on the night of Pesach. Therefore, Sukkah has the same time
limitations as matza; just as one cannot fulfill the mitzvah of
matza till nightfall (Tzeis Hakochavim) even if he accepts Yom
Tov early, so too, one cannot fulfill the mirzvah of eating bread
in the Sukkah on the first night until nightfall (1).

Latest Time. We also learn Sukkah from matza regarding the
deadline by which time one must finish eating. By matza, one
must try very hard to eat it before halachic midnight (msn). If
midnight passed, there are different opinions as to whether one
can still fulfill his mitzvah of matza. He therefore eats without a
beracha on the mitzvah. Similarly, by Sukkah, every effort must
be made to eat the above amount by halachic midnight. If that
wasn’t done, he should eat a bit more than an egg volume
within 8 minutes, which is the amount and timespan that one
should use every time that he says the beracha of “Leishev
B’Sukkah” throughout the whole Yom Tov of Sukkos . (Note
this halacha, that during the entire Sukkos when making the
beracha, one should eat a bit more than the volume of an egg of
bread in an 8 minute span of time.)

Earliest Time for Lulav. According to Torah law, one can

from Alos Hashachar (72 minutes before sunrise) and on. The
Sages, however, were afraid that one may do the mitzvah too
early and decreed that one should wait until sunrise. If one has
to journey or go to work early, he can do it earlier - from Alos
Hashachar - if he cannot wait till sunrise. This is relevant for
many people who daven early on Chol Hamoed and especially
on Hoshana Raba before going to work. They should try to
recite the beracha on Lulav after sunrise, but if they cannot, it
can be done earlier. Those who do the mitzvah in a Sukkah
before Shacharis should also wait till sunrise. (Note: It is
preferable that they say Birkas Hatorah before the beracha on
Lulav, because although one is allowed to do a mitzvah before
Birkas Hatorah 3), many people say the Yehi Rotzon which has
posukim) @. If one by mistake or even deliberately did it before
sunrise when there was no good reason to do so, he nevertheless
fulfills the mitzvah and doesn’t have to do it again (5).

Latest Time. If one was unable to do the mitzvah of Lulav in
the morning he can still do it a whole day till sunset. If it wasn’t
done and sunset passed, then on the first day of Yom Tov when
it is a Torah obligation, he must take it after sunset without a
beracha. On the other days when it is only a Rabbinic
obligation he should take it after sunset without a beracha ).

WEBKLY CHIZUX # 89
Some people use the ushpizin of each day of Sukkos to emulate the
midahof that particular person. Forexample, on the day ofthe ushpizin
of Avrohom, one tries to do chessed in the sukkah. For Yitzchok, one
should have extra kavanah. For Yaakov, one should leamn a bit more
Torah. For Yosef, a bit more Tahara. For Aharon, try to make sholom.

fulfill the mitzvah of Lulav (and the other 3 minim of the set) |ForMoshe,workingonhumility. ForDovid, overcomingdifficulties.
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The Gr”’a, R’ Eliyohu of Vilna ZT”’L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

“There are only two mitzvos which totally envelop and engulf a Jew when he performs them: Living in Eretz
Yisroel and living in a sukkah. In fact, both have something very unique in common as well, and that is that just as
a sukkah is not deemed kosher unless it is built anew ("Mwyn o 89 nwyN' - ‘You shall make it, not that which is
already made.’), so too, Eretz Yisroel must be built up by each and every Jew.”

R’ Yehudah Aryeh Alter ZT”’L (Sefas Emes) would say:

“Only regarding the Yom Tov of Sukkos, does the posuk state, ‘You shall observe it for seven days in the year,’

implying that these seven days of joy constitute a vessel of simcha radiating joy throughout the year. Similarly, in our
Kiddush on Yom Tov, we refer to our Festivals as 'nnnw) o1y’ (appointed times for rejoicing) rather than o 1y
"‘nnnwa (appointed times of rejoicing) to teach us that our Festivals are not only days of rejoicing, but storehouses of joy
and gladnessfor theremainder of the year.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Only a lack of imagination saves some people from immobilizing themselves with imaginary fears.”
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All of Berditchev was in a quandary. Sukkos was just around the corner, and there was not a solitary esrog in the
whole town. R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT”’L told a group of his chassidim to wait at the nearby crossroads in the
hope that they would encounter some passerby who owned an esrog. Sure enough a wagon soon trundled by, and the
man inside it had an unusually beautiful esrog with him. He was on his way home. The trouble was that his home was in
some far-off town, and he was only bypassing Berditchev. They brought the stranger to their Rebbe, who immediately
entreated him to spend the festival with them, and by lending his esrog, enable the whole community, including the
tzaddik himself, to carry out the mitzvah of pronouncing a blessing over the Four Species. The stranger would not agree.
He was on his way home to spend Yom Tov with his family. How could he upset their festive joy by not being there?

The tzaddik promised him wealth and children, but even this did not help. He had wealth and children, thank G-d, and
was in need of nothing. Then the tzaddik said: “Thereby promise you that you will share my lotin the World to Come!”

The stranger immediately changed his mind. This was worth staying on in Berditchev for the duration of the
festival. The tzaddik was overjoyed, and the community was enabled with all the mitzvos of the Arba Minim.

Right before Yom Tov, R’ Levi Yitzchok issued a secret order to all the townsfolk of Berditchev: no one was to allow
this guest to eatin their sukkah. Not a soul could guess what the reason could be, but it was an order from the Rebbe.

On the first night of the festival, the unsuspecting fellow returned from the synagogue to the room which he had rented
in someone’s house. There, indoors, he found everything prepared - wine for Kiddush, twoloaves, candles, and a festive
meal. He was dumfounded. Could it be that the householder, such an upstanding and observant Jew, did not have a
sukkah? He went out to the yard, and duly found a sukkah set up exactly as the halacha requires. Inside it he could see
hishost and all his familysitting happily around the table. He asked to be admitted, but was refused. Why so? There was
noanswer. Somewhat downcast, he proceeded tocall on theneighboring families, each of which hefound sittinghappily
in their sukkos. He begged tobe admitted - butin each case the response was the same baffling refusal.

It finally came out that behind all of this was an order from the tzaddik. He ran off to R’ Levi Yitzchok’s house in
consternation, and asked, “What’s this all about? How have I sinned to deserve this?”

R’ Levi Yitzchok replied, “If you will waive your claim to the promise I made to you about the World to Come,
then I’1l straight away give the order that you should be admitted to a sukkah.”

The stranger was shocked and dismayed. What was there to do now? On the one hand there was the promise of the
tzaddik that he would share his lot in the World to Come. On the other hand, there was amitzvah waiting to be fulfilled -
to eat in a sukkah. In the end, the sukkah won the day. It was unthinkable that a Jew like himself, who all his days had
observed the mitzvah of the sukkah, should miss it this year. He would be eating like a goy, indoors, G-d forbid!

He told the rzaddik that he released him forthwith from his promise about the World to Come, and (at the tzaddik’s
request) even gave him his hand in confirmation. Then off he went and quietly ate his festive meal in someone’s
sukkah. As soon as the festival came to an end, R’ Levi Yitzchok called for him.

“Now,” he said, “T hereby return my promise to you. I wanted you to learn, my son, that I didn’t want you to pick
up your portion in the World to Come cheaply through an easy bit of bargaining. I wanted you to earn it, through your
deeds. That is why I arranged matters that you should be put to the test with regard to the mitzvah of the sukkah. Now
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“My teachings shall pour like rain, my words shall flow
like dew.” As opposed to rain, which often pours down
forcefullyandinlargequantities, dew descends slowlyand
peacefully, just a little bit at a time. Rabbeinu Ovadia
Seforno ZT”’L notes that the same applies to Torah study.
Those who devote their lives to Torah scholarship are like
the seemingly endless waters of a storm. However,
through the wisdom which they generate, the rest of Klal
Yisroel receives gentle droplets, in the form of halachic
rulings, Torah derashos, even understanding a blatt
gemaraor anideain agadah. As atzaddik once said, “The
Torah is not too big for even the smallest in Yisroel, and
it’snottoosmall for even the greatest among Yisroel.”

In the Rambam’s words (y0:n 2515 '51) the joy of Sukkos

s “that a person experiences joy in the performance of
mitzvos and in the love of Hashem Who commanded
them.” This is a recognition of what a privilege it is to
observe mitzvos, for this is the primary purpose of creation.
We recall the 1150 "y" - “clouds of glory” in which we,
Bnei Yisroel, basked in the desert, when all of our daily
needs were met through the direct intervention of Hashem.
Thus, writes R’ Michel Barenbaum ZT”L, specifically
in Tishrei,duringtheharvestseason, Hashemcommanded
us to leave our secure, comfortable homes and move into
flimsy, temporary dwellings where we are exposed to the
forces of nature and dependent on the grace of Hashem to
protect us from them. This is to remind us, in the midst of
harvesting the bounty of the year’s crops, that we are
indeed dependent upon Hashem for our daily sustenance,

Every Yom Tov is a time of happiness and elation.
However, only Chag HaSukkos is called wnnnw o -
Season of our gladness. Why, indeed, is Simcha associated
with Sukkos more than with Pesach and Shavuos?

The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yehudah Zev
Segal ZT”L explains the meaning of this joy: The season
ofsoul-searchingandintrospection whichcommenceswith
Rosh Chodesh Elul becomes more intense with the advent
of Rosh Hashanah and reaches its climax with Yom
Kippur, when we enumerate our sins in confession upon
confession and beg forgiveness. Those who approach this
season with the seriousness that it demands might well
become dispirited after having spent so much time
pondering their spiritual failings. R’ Yisroel Salanter
ZT”’L writes thatin days past, “‘every man was seized with
dread by the voice which proclaimed the blessing of the
month of Elul.” Forty days and countless tears later, such a
man mightfindithardtomendhisbroken heart.

Chag HaSukkos is a time of special closeness between
Hashem and His people; this closeness is the source of the
joy thatpermeates the Yom Tov experience. The mitzvah of
sukkah symbolizes this closeness in a most unique way.
Chazal tell us that the sukkah represents the Clouds of
Glory, through which Hashem’s Presence was manifest
during Bnei Yisroel’s sojourn in the Wilderness and which
sheltered them from harm. Thus, Sukkos is the season of
our gladness because its arrival revives our broken spirit
and infuses us with joy, both because it is a holy day, a
Yom Tov, and also because its primary mitzvah - Sukkah -
represents the special bond that exists between Hakadosh
BoruchHuandKlalYisroel.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF ..

noless than in the days of the mann.
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that you have withstood this test, and demonstrated great Mesiras Nefesh for the sake of fulfilling this mitzvah, you
truly deserve to share my portion in the World to Come!” (R’ S. Y. Zevin)
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’7'07: A simple villager was once walking in the big city
and cameacross a store with an interesting display.

“What are those colorful sticks you have in the
window?” asked the villager. The storekeeper replied,
“Those are umbrellas. They protect a person from rain.”

The villager was enthralled and immediately purchased
one which hebrought back tohis village. There he was the
center of attention as he showed off his newumbrella.

Suddenly, someone called out, “Hey! It’s starting torain.

Let’see how your new umbrella works.”

The simpleton grabbed his colorful stick and dangled it
over his arm like he saw people in the big city do. But to his
shock and embarrassment, he was soon soaked to the bone
from the drenching rain. His umbrella was useless.

He ran back to the store in the big city and complained
that his umbrella did not protect him during the heavyrain.

“An umbrella is useless when closed,” he was told. “You
must open and stand under it so the rain doesn’t hit you.”
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Dovid Hamelechin Tehillim makes a famous request "173’“1: APIAN.. NN YD A MY - “] shall sit in the House
of Hashemallmy days .... and visit His sanctuary.” The seforim explain that “visit His sanctuary” refers tositting in the
Sukkah, the private and intimate chamber of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, where a person is fully embraced in the “Heavenly
shade” (N TNOY). The Ariza’l compares the halachathat a sukkah musthave 2 walls plus alittle bit, toan embracing
arm. From the shoulder to the elbow is one wall, the elbow to the wrist is a second wall, and the hand is the extra little bit.
When aJew sits in the sukkah, itis asifheisliterally being “hugged” by the Yad Hashem!

How much must a Jew appreciate this privileged and intimate relationship - being allowed to visit the King in His
sanctuary? If you think about it, that’s the reason why if one is "yvsn” (lit. in pain), he is not required tobe in the sukkah.
Why? Because if a Jew feels pain or discomfort when entering into Hashem’s private chamber, he doesn’t deserve to be
there altogether! Imagine being allowed into aroom where $100bills are given out to everyone in the room every minute.
You come inside but right away, you feel hot and stuffy. If being uncomfortable is enough to drive you away from this
great opportunity, then you are a fool - and fakeh - you don’t belong there!

The Sukkah is a place where we receive much more than $100 bills. We soak in infinite amounts of spirituality and
holiness from the Ribono Shel Olam. Let us visit our King for the next seven days and really get toknow Him!




