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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (41)
The First Night(s) of Sukkos. Apart from the general seven
day (eight outside Israel) mitzvah of "awn mm02" - “You shall
live in a Sukkah,” there is a special mitzvah on the first night of
Yom Tov to eat bread in the Sukkah, which is derived from the
mitzvah of eating matza on the first night of Pesach. This is
learned (1) from a similar wording in the mifzvos of Pesach and
Sukkos (wy nwn). We therefore apply the following matza
halachos, exactly or similarly, to the mitzvos on the night(s) of
Sukkos, some according to all opinions and some according to
some opinions. These halachos apply outside of Israel on the
second night of Yom Tov unless stated otherwise.
Erev Sukkos. One should eat bread or challah at his seudah
with a good appetite. Thus, just like on Erev Pesach there are
eating restrictions in order to eat the marza with an appetite,
similarly on Erev Sukkos men should not eat bread or mezonos
in the last quarter of the day so as not to become too full 2).
Earliest Time. Even if one accepted Yom Tov early, he cannot
perform the mitzvah of sitting in a sukkah until ©2I9N TR (3)
(nightfall), just like by matza where the Torah says NN N>92".
Latest Time. One should make sure to do the mitzvah before
halachic midnight @ (mid-point between sunset and sunrise).
How Much to Eat. The basic halacha is that one must eat the
volume of half an egg of bread in a 4-minute time span.
Preferably, one should eat a bit more than the volume of an egg
in an 8-minute time span (5, which is the volume one cannot eat
outside the Sukkah throughout the entire Yom Tov.
When Raining. On the first night of Sukkos, some opinions
obligate one to eat bread in the Sukkah even if it is raining
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R’ Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”L (Satmar Rebbe) would say:
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outside, just like one has to eat the minimal amount of matza on
Pesach night even if it is difficult to swallow. Since others argue
on this point, if it is raining on the first night of Sukkos, one
should wait an hour or two and if it does not stop, he should
then make Kiddush in the Sukkah without the beracha of 2vY"
"nowa. He should then wash, eat bread in the Sukkah and finish
the meal in the house. If one has family members who can’t
wait or guests who might be hungry, he should do this
procedure without waiting. On the second night, however, one
waits just a short period of time and if it is still raining, he makes
Kiddush in the house, eats the meal inside as well, and at the end
of the meal, he eats some bread in the Sukkah without the
beracha of "mwa awY". The reason for this difference is
explained in the Mishna Berura ).

During the rest of Sukkos one doesn’t have to eat in the

Sukkah when itrains or similar distressing circumstances.

The special mm> (intentions) of the mitzvah of Sukkah that
one should have before eating the bread on the first night(s) are:
1) To fulfill the mitzvah of "awn m>021" - sitting in the Sukkah

the whole Yom Tov.

2) The special first-night obligation to eat bread learned from
matza. (These 2 items might be branches of one big mitzvah)

3) To fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing on Yom Tov which is
accomplished by eating bread (7).

4) To remember our exodus from Mitzrayim and the protective
clouds in the desert. Intentions 1 and 4 apply every time a
person goes into the Sukkah the entire chag @. Intention 3
applies every time one eats bread on the Yom Tov days and
possibly on the Chol Hamoed days as well.
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“When Chazal tell us that rain is a bad sign on Sukkos, because it is like a master who is not pleased with his
servant’s service, that is only in Eretz Yisroel where the rainy season only starts after Sukkos. Therefore, if it rains
on Sukkos, this is unusual and we take it as a bad sign. But here, in Chutz L’aretz, where it's normal to have rain in
the summer, it’s not a bad sign at all if it rains on Sukkos. However, if it doesn’t rain, that is definitely a good sign.”

R’ Shloime Kluger ZT”’L (Yerios Shlomo) would say:

“When one approaches a mitzvah, he must feel the greatest joy at the opportunity that he is offered with this
mitzvah. When completing the mitzvah, he should feel happiness at having achieved his goal. But while he is actually
doing the mitzvah, he must feel the awe that is to be experienced by a mortal man while he is standing before a King.

He must recognize that any wrong word or move could resultin a tragedy indeed!

A Wise Man would say:

122

“Amusement is the happiness of thO%e who caqJ not think. Gratitude is true happinesg doubled by wonder.”
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This is the true story of Sukkos in Russia - how, like the spark of Jewishness itself, Communism never was able to
trulystamp Sukkosout.

The great tzaddik and Rov of the “Three Communities”: Altoona, Hamburg, and Wandsbek, was R’ Yonasan
Eibeschutz ZT”’L. Renowned for his genius from a young age, he had earned areputation as an accomplished scholar in
all aspects of Torah study, including Halacha, Drush and Kabbalah. It was this last aspect of his learning that became
the center of perhaps the greatest internal controversy within the Torah community, and eventually the greater Jewish
community, throughoutthe world. Because ofhis Kabbalistic abilitiesin assisting his downtrodden brethren, even as far
back as the early 1700’s, he was suspected of being an adherent to Shabsai Tzvi (a Jew who proclaimed himself to be
Moshiach. Vastnumbers of the Jewish diaspora accepted his claims, even after he was proven to be a fake and became a
Jewish Meshumad (apostate) with his conversion to Islam in 1666. Shabsai Tzvi’s followers, both during his life and
even up to two centuries later, were known as Sabbateans.). R’ Yonasan vigorously denied this claim his entire life and
even got up one year on Yom Kippur in front of his entire synagogue to denounce the Sabbatean movement. In 1725, he
wasamong theleading Prague Rabbonim whoexcommunicated the Sabbatean sect.

There were, however, Rabbonim that still harbored suspicions about R’ Yonason Eibeschutz and continued to suspect
him. Chief amongst them was the great scholar and son of the Chacham Tzvi ZT”L, R’ Yaakov Emden ZT”’L, who
was the lead antagonist in the dispute since he suspected R’ Yonason of harboring secret Sabbatean beliefs as a result of
a dispute concerning the kemayas (amulets) which he was issuing. It was alleged that these amulets recognized the
Messianic claims of Shabsai Tzvi and were thus heretical in nature. Once the controversy started, however, R’ Yaakov
Emden later found serious connections between the Kabbalisticand commentative writings of R* Yonason with those of
theknown Sabbatean, Judah Prossnitz, whohadbeen an acquaintance of R’ Yonason from his daysin Prossnitz.

After R Yonasan Eibeschutz passed away, someone opened up his Tefillin and found that they were empty! This
caused quite a stir in the community. The students of R* Yaakov Emden, who for so many years had waged a battle
against R’ Yonasan, pounced on this opportunity to defame the eminent rabbi, saying that he never really wore Tefillin.
In their view, this was proof tothe validity of their claims that R’ Yonason Eibeschutz was in facta Sabbatean all along.

It took a bit of investigative inquiry but eventually the truth came out: This specific pair of Tefillin of R’ Yonason
Eibeschutz dated from the time when he was the Rov of Hamburg, where the custom was to wear Tefillin on Chol
Hamoed. R’ Yonasan was not originally from Hamburg and it was against his custom to don Tefillin on Chol Hamoed.
On the other hand, as the leader of the community, he did not want to go against the local custom. In the end, he came up
with a brilliant idea. He had a special pair of Tefillin made which contained no parshiyos inside them, which he would
only wear on Chol Hamoed in the local synagogue. This way, he could appear to be following the local custom while at
thesame time, he maintained his own personal practice of not wearing Tefillinon Chol Hamoed!
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wn: There was once a Jewish innkeeper who provided
food and lodgings for weary travelers. He was friendly and
personable, however, his jealous competitors decided to
slander him. Before long, he was ordered to appear in court
todefendhimselfagainstthebaselesscharges.

The simple innkeeper was terrified about his fate for he
had spoken to individuals who told him that if convicted, he
could face a long jail sentence or possibly even execution.

One friend advised him to schedule an appearance before
the Emperor who was a benevolent monarch and would no
doubt exonerate the innkeeper if he was told the truth. But the
poor man argued and said that he had no connections to the
Palace and no way to even set up an appointment.

The Emperor had a habit from time to time, to dress up as

a peasant and mingle with his subjects to get to know them.
One night, he even came to the inn, where the kind
innkeeper served him food and drink and made him
comfortable. He had noidea he was actually serving the king.
Later, when he found out that his guest had been the
Emperor himself, he was truly distraught over the missed
opportunity toplead his case and free himself
Swna: Whenssit in our sukkah, the Shechinahitself sits with
us and this gives us the opportunity to draw close to
Hashem and plead for the things we need in life. The
Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L advises us to seize the moment and
not waste our precious time, for when else will we have this
incredible opportunity to sit with the King of all Kingsin a
personal setting, in our very own sukkah?
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oftherenowned Chassidicleaders.

The young man who had written the letter and worked tirelessly to ensure the arrival of the esrogim was disappointed
and felt deprived that after all his work, he was not slated to receive one of the precious esrogim. Since R’ Reuven was
not part of the yeshivah, he could not understand why he had received one while the person who made it all happen did
not geta thing. In fact, he complained directly to R’ Reuven that he felt he was being treated unfairly.

R’ Reuven had already purchased the other three species at considerable expense. He did not have much money at this
time and he used much of the little that he had on the three minim. Now, this young man was insisting that he give up his
esrog. Even R’ Shlomo Heiman got involved and tried to persuade the young man to allow R’ Reuven to keep the esrog,
but he too, somehow failed to satisfy the young man.

Finally R’ Reuven asked him if he thought he was entitled to the esrog. He said that he did. So without another word,
R’ Reuven handed over the precious esrog to him and that year he was forced to “borrow” an esrog from someone else.
He later told members of his family, who were visibly perturbed, that he did not want a mitzvah at the expense of
another’smisgivings. An esrog canbeborrowed, butnothing can compensate for someone’sill will.
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The careful performance of mitzvos is one of the characteristic traits of the great dynasty of Brisk. From R’ Chaim
(Brisker) Soloveitchik ZT”’L, down to the present day Roshei Yeshivah of Brisk in Jerusalem, every possible addition
to glorify a mitzvah as well as every stringency in the performance of a mitzvah, is upheld in the most optimal manner.
Mitzvos notwithstanding, there was one aspect of behavior which the Brisker Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi
Soloveitchik ZT”’L stressed over every other attribute, a concept which dominated his actions and interactions with
every human being: Bein Adam L’chavero - commandments between man and his fellow man. Of course, one must be
stringentin his obligations and the Torah exhorts us to fulfill every mitzvah to perfection - but never must this be done at
theexpenseofthefeelings and emotional integrity ofanother person.

One year, there was a shortage of kosher hadassim in the city of Brisk. The Brisker Rov maintained a custom to only
use hadassim that were 28 centimeters long, as per the opinion of the Netziv. However, try as they might, the members
ofhishousehold and his students wereunable tolocate hadassim that conformed tohisrigid standards.

Understandably, this caused R” Yitzchok Zev quite a bit of angst and consternation before the holiday. Sukkos was fast
approaching and there were no hadassim! How would he perform this all-important mitzvah in the manner in which he
was used to? Time was running out and the entire Soloveitchik household could feel the pressure that was building
within their father, and consequently, spilling over totherest of the family.

There was a young boy who would come and go in the house of the Brisker Rov from time to time and was known to
R’ Yitzchok Zev and his family. The boy lived nearby and he recognized the air of depression that had settled over the
Soloveitchik household duetotheirinability tolocate kosher hadassim. He decided to dosomething aboutit.

Early on the day before Sukkos, the young boy left his house and without mentioning where he was going, he traveled
out of Jerusalem to a moshav (settlement) an hours walk from the city. He had heard that there were hadassim in that
moshav and he decided that he would make every effort to find ones that met the standards of the Brisker Rov.

He asked and received permission from the owner of a patch of hadassim to search for a set that was to be used by the
Brisker Rov. For hours on end, he sorted through stalk after stalk until he managed to procure three perfect sets of
hadassimthatwould stand uptothe mostrigidrequirements.

He practically ran the whole way back to Jerusalem with a heart bursting with happiness and joy that he would be the
one to bring kosher hadassim to the Brisker Rov. Yet as he approached the house, he could again sense the depressive
feeling thathad pervaded the home. Somany people had gone to search for hadassim but none had been successful.

Suddenly, the door burst open and the young boy practically sailed through. Dusty and sweating, his feet still trailed
the mud and grime that had collected on his shoes from the field he had been in for so many hours. Nevertheless, he ran
into the home and called out in his shrill child’s voice, “Hadassim! 1 have hadassim! Perfect, kosher hadassim
Mehudarim!” The smile on his youthful face was as bright as the rising sun and he swelled with an inner glow that he
had succeededin bringing the Brisker Rov whathe hadbeen lacking.

But R’ Yitzchok Zev did not notice the boy’s smile. Nor did he even glance at the three sets of beautiful kosher
hadassimthathad been laid carefully on his table. All he noticed was that the boy had burst rudelyinto his home.
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leniencies of the Baal HaTanya, including using a lulav
whose middle leaf is split more than halfway down to the
spine. For as we all know, the Baal HaTanya permits the
use of such a lulav. But yet, would any one of you ever
consider using such a lulav? G-d forbid! You spend hours
looking for a lulav that’s completely closed, or almost
completelyclosed!” Thestudentslooked downcast asthey

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

On the Yom Tov of Sukkos we are told to leave our
permanent dwelling and enter into a temporary dwelling.
Thisis tohelpus continue our upward climbin spirituality
that began on the first day of Elul through Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur and escalates with the beautiful holiday of
Sukkos. There is so much meaning and deep understanding
in every thing we do on Sukkos, from the lulav, esrog,
hadassim and aravos to the Ushpizin who come to visit us
each night. But the significance of the Sukkah itself is
surelyof paramountimportanceandhas muchtoteach us.

According to R’ Avrohom Pam ZT”’L, the “permanent
dwelling” of a person is his own mind! Human natureis to
be self-centered. One’s thoughts largely revolve around his
own needs. Of course, one also thinks about others, about
chessed,butthatis the “temporarydwelling” of the mind!

The fundamental mitzvah on Sukkos is to be HAPPY!!
For thisreason, Sukkos is called “Zman Simchoseinu” the
time of our rejoicing. Says R’ Pam, thinking of the needs
of others is the formula for a life of simcha!

Rabbi Paysach Krohn Shlit’a is known to say: “Do
you want to be happy? Stop thinking about yourself and
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recognizedthetruth ofthe Mashgiach’s words.

But R* Moshe Aharon’s lesson was not finished yet.
“Why are some people lenient when it comes to saying
Shema, and strict when it comes to [ulav? The answer is
that people decide on whatever is convenient for them.”

He looked at his students lovingly and concluded, “This
is noway for Bnei Torahtobehave!”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
‘ R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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startthinkingaboutothers!”

This is one idea behind the Sukkah - that we leave our
“permanent dwellings” - our self centered thoughts - and
enter our “temporary dwelling,” focusing on the needs of
others. As R’ Pam often quoted: The city of happiness that
we’re all looking for can only be found in the state of mind!

The sukkah also represents humility and the need for a
person to be yielding and 9nmw2 in the way he deals with
others. From the halachic requirements of the sukkah, we
can learn out the meaning of the sukkah. Nn>»nnd5, one
should have four walls. However, if he can’t manage that,
it’s okay, no problem, three walls are okay too. And ifhe is
unable to build three walls, that too, is not a problem! Even
two walls and a tefach (handbreadth) is still kosher. It’s all
about flexibility and compromise. As the Vilna Gaon
ZT”L famously writes, the "0" of the word "no0"represents
all four walls. The ">" comes second for this alludes tothree
walls. And the "n" symbolizes the two walls and a piece!

May we take these lessons of thinking about others, of
compromise and m)7m, to heart and may the joy of this
beautiful Yom Tov spill over into our entirelives.
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Upon arriving in New York City with his familyin 1941, the Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaas and later Beis Medrash
Elyon in Monsey, R’ Reuven Grozovsky ZT”L, was unsure where to settle his family. Although he was glad and
thankful to have escaped the terrors of WWII with his family and his own safety intact, he was now concerned for their
spiritual welfare. Eventually, he told them, “We’ll either live on the East Side of New York or in Williamsburg. Theyare
the areas least affected by the excesses of American culture. In such matters, the lessexposure, the better.”

When the Yom Tov of Sukkos arrived, R’ Reuven, as well as the rest of the Jews in New York faced a serious concern. It
was war-time, and shipping restrictions made it impossible to secure an esrog. Not just a beautiful esrog - but any esrog. R’
Nesanel Quinn ZT”’L, Menahel of the Mesivta of Torah Vodaas, recognized the problem ahead of time and asked a young
man in the yeshivah to write to horticulture schools, and ask them if they had any spare citrons from their hot-house
experiments. Very few schools responded to this request but to their great fortune, the University of Colorado, in Denver,
responded that they had five extra citrons which they would be happy to send to New York for the benefit of the rabbis there.

R’ Quinn was overjoyed and he took upon himself the task of distributing the esrogim. One was allocated to the
yeshivah for the students’ use, and one each was given to R’ Quinn, the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Shlomo Heiman ZT”’L, R’
Reuven Grozovsky (on R” Shlomo’s recommendation, since R’ Reuven was not yet affiliated with Torah Vodaas), and one
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The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim (3-)) writes that
sitting in the sukkah teaches a man, “to remember his evil
days in his day of prosperity. He will thereby be induced
to thank Hashem repeatedly and to lead a modest and
humble life.” The sukkahis meant toinduce both a feeling
of gratitude and a feeling of humility.

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Aboav ZT”’L (Menoras Hamaor)
gives us a different perspective on the purpose of the
sukkah, one which applies in every generation and in
every place. “When Chazal (21n2w) instruct us: ‘Go out
from your permanent dwellings and live in a temporary
dwelling,’ they meant that the mitzvah to dwell in the
sukkah teaches us that a man must not put his trust in the
size or strength or conveniences of his house, eventhough
it may be filled with the best of everything; nor should he
rely upon the help of any man, even though he may be the
lord of the land. But let him put his trust in Him whose
word called the universe into being, for He alone is mighty
and faithful, and He does not retract what He promises.”

What the Menoras Hamaor is telling us is that the main
point of living in the sukkah for seven days is to increase
our faith in Hakadosh Boruch Hu. When we live in a
sturdyhouse, we are protected from the elements; rain and
cold and heat donotharmus. As aresult, we begin to have
faith in our homes, in our wealth - and not in Hashem.
Likewise, we tend to place our trust in men, especially
influential rulers and leaders. Byliving in a flimsy sukkah
for seven days, exposed once again to the elements, we
realize that ultimately we must put our trust in Hashem who
rules over our houses, the elements, and all human rulers.
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The posuk (w0-3 ovawn) relates each of the ®HY WHW -
Three Festivals, to a specific period of the agricultural year.
Pesach is called "ann »n" - “Festival of Spring” - the
season of planting; Shavuosiscalled "»spnn'- “Festival of
Reaping”’; and Sukkos is known as "ponn " - “Festival of
Harvest.” TheMaharal ZT”Lelaborateson thisrelation-
ship between the festivals and working the land. There are
three points of contact between an emissary and his
dispatcher: the moment he is appointed to his mission; when
his task is completed; and when he returns to the one who
sent him to inform him that he has completed the mission.

On Pesach, Bnei Yisroel was created as a Divine agent
charged with the task of becoming a nation worthy of being
chosen by the Almighty. On Shavuos, with the acceptance of
the Torah, we became this “Chosen Nation.” Sukkos, writes
R’ Yitzchok Hutner ZT”’L (Pachad Yitzchok), is when
we, Klal Yisroel, return to our Sender - our Creator - and tell
Him, “We have accomplished the task. Here we are - Your
beloved Am Yisroel - and we are prepared to return what we
have harvested for You, the Master of the World.”

The beauty of Chag HaSukkos is that it crowns both the
Sholosh Regalim, as well as the Yomim Noraim. It is the
moment when we report back to Hashem, with joy and
overflowing song, that we have completed our mission and
are looking forward to representing the Almighty once again
in the future. This particular joy extends from the depths of
the overflowing heart of the Ba’al Teshuvah after the Season
of Repentance, to the essence of the world of ©»n NN -
End of Days, when we will walk proudly with our Lulav and
Esrog and proclaim eloquently the victory of Klal Yisroel.
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The halacha states very clearly that a Jew should take a
Lulav on Sukkos thatis straightand “closed up” all the way
to the top. Various opinions discuss the minimal amount
thatit may be open but all agree that the “hiddur” (beauty)
of performing this mitzvahis with a perfectly closed Lulav.

Of course, every mitzvah should be performed at its
most optimal level and one should not look for “kulos” -
leniencies, where they are not necessary or donot apply.

For example, the Kaminetzer Mashgiach, R’ Moshe
Aharon Stern ZT”L used to tell his students to follow the
Magen Avrohom’s opinion that one may only say Krias
Shema in the morning until a quarter of the day has gone
by, counting from dawn to dusk. He added that the
halachicauthorities saythat oneshould bestrictin this.

It happened that a number of students were having
trouble waking up in the morning and when R’ Moshe
Aharon urged them to wake up early in order to make the
MagenAvrohom’stime, theyprotested, “Weren’tthe Vilna
Gaon and the Baal HaTanya also great halachic
authorities? Whycan’twerelyon their (later) opinions?”

The Mashgiach creased his brow before replying. “So
you want to follow the opinion of the Baal HaTanya? Well
then, in that case, you should ascribe to follow all the
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“Is this the way a person walks into a home?” he questioned the boy with a stern gaze. “Do you understand that today

is Erev Yom Tov and the floors are being washed? You went out of your way to get hadassim with Mesiras Nefesh; but

the person whose job it is to wash the floors also works with Mesiras Nefesh! How do you think she feels that you
broughtall thisdirtintothehouse wheresheiscleaning? Whereis your ‘BeinAdamL’chavero’?”
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In the last fifteen to twenty years, Judaism has sprung to life across Russia. Jews are practicing their religion openly,
where they were once forbidden and imprisoned for doing so. However, when it comes to the Festival of Sukkos, it is
really an open miracle, since this holiday was almost completely forgotten due to the dangers and risks of attempting to
putupa sukkah or obtain a lulav and esrog, while Communism was in power and the KGB was on the prowl.

R’ Avrohom Berkowitz, the Director of the international Jewish Community of Moscow, recounts a story that he
heardnotlongago, whilevisiting Kazan, Russia, acityinthelargelyMuslim Tatarstan region.

Moshe Adinov, a 65-year-old local dentistand regular participantin the daily minyan in Kazan, told Rabbi Berkowitz a
remarkable Sukkos storythat mustbe passedon for further generations.

“My father was Reb Nachum Eliyahu Adinov. He was a sofer (Torah scribe) in Kazan before World War II. He kept the
traditions in our home, but of course there was no Jewish school. I went to public school even on Shabbos. A lot of tradition
was weakened. Nevertheless, I remember growing up with as many Jewish traditions and holidays as was possible.

“My father was afraid for my future. He always warned me not to repeat to others what we did at home. ‘Be a Jew at
home and a Russian in the street,” he would always say. In fact, I probably would have never been accepted at university
had I been recognized asapracticing Jew.

“We lived in a small wooden home, not in an apartment building like most people. We had a besedka, basically a
porch, in the back of our home and every year we’d celebrate the holiday of Sukkos. My father would cover the roof of
our besedka with leaves and foliage and we’d invite over many Jewish friends. The well-kept secret was that the only
sukkah in town was in our house. My father would make kiddush on wine, tell stories and gently speak to us. It was a
most memorable experienceand this memory of Sukkos always stayed with me.

“My father died in 1965, and I inherited the house. I wanted to keep that Sukkos tradition alive, to continue the
tradition for my children. I thought that, due to his limited means, all my father was able to do was put up trees and
foliage. I wanted to do better than him! I had friends in the steel industry, and every year since 1965, I put up a sturdy
aluminumroofon the besedka.1was proud thatI continued my father'stradition.”

Moshe Adinov smiled bashfully at the memory. “In 1998, Rabbi Yitzchok Garelik and his wife Chana moved to
Kazan. It was so beautiful to have a young Jewish family celebrating in public what I always did secretly. It was
incredible for me and I developed a close personal relationship with the rabbi and his family. That year, Rabbi Garelik
said to me, ‘Moshe, tomorrow night is Sukkos, and I want you to come to the beautiful sukkah we built.” When I walked
intotherabbi’s sukkah, I saw Rabbi Garelik in his holiday finest, holding an overflowing glass of wine, candles shining
in his face - and wouldn’t you know it - foliage, branches and trees above his head!

“I couldn’t contain my emotions. I began to cry. I suddenly realized that what my father did all those years was the
way it was supposed to be done, and for the last 30 years, by placing an aluminum roof, I was not doing it the right way.
I'had only meant to make my sukkah more beautiful !

“Rabbi Garelik asked me to tell my story, and when I was finished, he said to me, “Your father is surelylooking down
from Heaven with all the great Jews of the past and smiling, and I have no doubt that the Almighty had the utmost
pleasure from the beauty of your sukkah with the aluminum roof more than any sukkah in the world with the appropriate
foliage, because you did it with such love and sincerity.” Since then, I have continued to learn and understand our
traditions. I come every day to daven at the local minyan and my family and I are involved as part of the community.
Today, wecelebrateall theholidays with theirrich fullness.”

Rabbi Berkowitz continues to promote Russian Jewry and is quick to point out that in Russia today, sukkahs are
mostly built at the synagogues, since it is very difficult to build near apartment buildings. So Sukkos becomes an
incredible community event. Despite the cold, everyone comes out, with so many people singing, spending family time,
laughing and talking, and enjoying words of Torah. The sukkah keeps everyone warm. Even in the farthest reaches of
SiberiaitwarmstheJewishheart.”




