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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos and Minhagim of the Yamim Noraim (1)
Selichos. Most congregations begin to recite Selichos this ™
M, when we recite, time after time, o0 N ™ ¥ (13 attributes
of Divine Mercy) in order to activate Hashem’s mercy so that we
may merit blessings for the new year. In the introductory phrase,
before one recites the w1 ¥, we recite the posuk: "1 Ow1a X' -
“He called out in the Name of Hashem.” (1) One should pause
between the words "Dwa" and 1" because the actual translation is:
“He called out in the holy Name (to teach Moshe Rabbeinu the
proper order of prayer. And Who was the One who called out?) -
Hashem.” This is how the Mishna Berura @ in the name of
Avudraham (a later Rishon, talmid of the Tur) 3) explains the
posuk. (It is proper to note that both Targum Onkelus and Rashi
explain the posuk differently, as follows: “He (Moshe) called
out in the Name of Hashem.” According to this, the words "owa"
and "n" are to be said together, without a pause. However, we

AN7EIT0 TROTR IR 2T Y8 TWAN Twa
o R e on ey o e

oYY oYon

only be said with a minyan of ten people, similar to Kaddish and
Kedusha. Therefore, if one is behind when the minyan gets to the
T X, he should pause where he’s up to and say the paragraph
"DAN TN DN or "2wy Ton 5-N' with the minyan, then the ™m0 X
and one of the requests right after them, and then go back to where
he was up to. If they are finishing reciting Selichos while he is still
in the middle, he may finish it off alone, because since he started
with a minyan, it is like he said the whole thing with a minyan @.

Without a Minyan. If one needs to say selichos alone, he can skip
the 71 X». The paragraphs of "Wy on 5-N' and "©aN T 9N’
should be said until the words, "X ma Sy ‘1 aww'. ) Or, he can
say the 7770 X", just not in the tone and nusach of the tefillah, but
rather in the tune of Krias HaTorah with the “trop” that is used
when the Baal Koreh reads from the Torah. He is actually leaming
Torah while saying the posukim which can, of course, be done
without a minyan. R> Moshe Feinstein z”” writes () that even if

follow the first way as the Mishna Berura rules. one does not know the correct frop and he makes it up, it is fine,

With a Minyan. These are wordg of extreme holiness and can _becausgsinceitis in the sing-song of Krias HaTorah, it is permitted.
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"ompx 5o - If 9m which iS nivinis broken (o193, but the piece is still partially attached, o says: if one grasps the smaller part and the
larger part would come with it and not break off, the smaller part is considered part of the 5. If by lifting the 5w by the smaller part, the larger
part breaks off, it is not part of the 5. ¥"w explains: we are discussing a case where a oy 51w is touching this 5w which is mn.

NN M VY Md13) says, when eating bread, one should start the »xwn n>72 while the loaf is whole and cut off his piece of bread
simultaneous with the conclusion of the bracha, "nan oy N1 nbanw 7x". Rava says, one first makes the complete n52 and then break
off his piece "y 5"nxy 712", Rashi explains, N2 prefers that the no72 be completed on a whole loaf. The Gemara concludes: xno5m”
Y12 2NN T2 N2 'O [xnoDim 1] says, 827 means one should not break off his piece until after the n5723, but should begin a partial
cut before the n572 to avoid a poan. He says there are those who don’t make any cut prior to making theno1aso that the loaf should remain
whole for the bracha, but y123 x5 P because then there would be a nyn no>n between the completion of thensa and eating.However,
on mw it is preferable to be 1w and not cut at all before the n>12 because of the concem that if one starts a small cut he might cut too
much and on naw we have a 7 to be y¥ya 0n 2 mwn ond [mmbel.

The w9 [v,'a mo12] brings "o not o cut at all (on naw) before the no7a. The v says, xpny N, because the cutting will be a nipoan
between the conclusion of the n>12 & the start of the eating. Therefore, one should start a partial cut before the bracha & complete it after the
bracha. The v~ wams not to make too deep of a cut. To determine what is considered too deep of a cut, he refers to our Gemara in o, that
as long as the loaf can be lited by the smaller piece & the rest of the loaf won't break off, it is still considered one piece. The n"a [v"op N"w] asks
on the concem of the w'N~: the halacha is, anything needed for the n572 is not considered a poan, so certainly cutting the bread is a 7mx &
should not be considered a 7oan? The n"a answers: N>nns> one should be <y not to make even a little poan, the halacha he mentioned is
only Tay1a. The n"a brings the b"wamm that om0 would make a small mark (miwA) in the loaf before the no7a.

The y"w [vop NN says, one should make a small cut (as per the guidelines of our Gemara) in the na before the no1a. The N4 says, on
maw one should not cut at all until after the 572 so the loaves remain Ty5w. The 2w explains the &'10; we are concerned the cut will be too
deep & the loaf will break in two, or maybe the cut will be so deep it will be considered as separate. Also, we don't consider cutting to be a poan,
since it is N 7N, However, later he brings [0 90,7y 0] that in order to minimize the poan, 15730 TP Y901 DWW I DPTPTIN.
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R’ Simcha Bunim of P’shischa z¢”’l would say:
“wn NnNY - Every single Jew has the capacity for doing Teshuvah. That is, everyone except for a person who lies.
A liar is someone who after telling untruths for so long comes to believe his own lies and does not even realize that
what he’s doing is wrong. As a result, a person who tells lies is doing himself a terrible injustice for he prevents
himself from Teshuvah. It is surely a sin to deceive others but it is pure ‘shrus’ (folly) to deceive oneself.”

A Wise Man would say: ‘“Learn the rules like a pro, so you can break them like an artist.” MazelTovto Rabbi&Mrs. Simcha
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It an happened on a simple day back in 2011. A group of fifty Jewish teenagers visited Israel in a program known as
“Write on For Israel,” in which these youngsters spend a few intense weeks learning much of the history and the reality of
Israel, as a training program for them to become spokesmen for Israel at their future schools and campuses.

As their visit was coming to an end, just a few hours before their flight back home to the U.S., the kids visited Mt. Herzl,
gazing at the thousands of graves of Israeli soldiers killed in battle during the numerous wars Israel fought over the last seven
decades. Suddenly they noticed a man and woman standing over a grave, weeping silently. One of the boys approached them,
introduced himself, and inquired about the person buried in the grave. They said it was their son Erez. Erez Deri, the son of
Penina and Gidon Deri, was killed in 2006 following an operation in Jenin. He went in to Jenin, the center for dispatching
suicide bombers to murder as many Jews as possible, to take on the killers. His tank turned over and he was killed.

With great emotion, Erez’s mother said: “Our dream was to bring Erez to the chupah ... to watch him get married and
begin a family. But in 2006, our dream was shattered. Our family has been devastated as a result of this tragedy.

“But last night, Erez came to me in a dream. He said: Mother! We bring our children under the chupah. But there is one
more thing we ‘bring into the chupah.” A Torah Scroll. When we complete writing a Torah, we lead it under a chupah, just
like a groom and bride, and we bring it in to a shul, singing and dancing, just like a wedding.

“You can’t bring me into marriage. But you know what? Why not write a Torah in my name and you will bring that it to a
chupah - it will be like marrying me off!”

Penina Deri wiped away a tear and continued speaking. “I awoke from the dream unsure of what to do. We are a simple
family, not wealthy. We are also a secular family, and do not know much about writing a Torah Scroll. I do not even know
where to begin. How do I write a Torah for my son Erez? So I came to here to my son’s grave to pray ...”

The teenager approached the director of their group, Rabbi Yutav Eliach, and asked him one simple question: How much
does it cost to write a new Torah? Rabbi Eliach looked at the boy surprised and replied, “About $35,000. Or, 130,000 Shekel.”

The teenager shared the story with the entire group. They all decided right there at Mt. Herzl to donate a Torah for Erez.

They did the math. If each of the fifty students gave or raised $700 it would cover the entire project. Many of them came
from wealthy families and instantly stuck their hands into their pockets and gave Rabbi Yutav the $700. The others pledged to
deliver him the money that they would raise upon their return to the U.S.

A few months later, a surreal scene took place in Maale Adumim, a small town close to Jerusalem, where Erez’s family
lives. It was a bright and glorious Sunday, March 4, 2012, the fifth day of Adar 5772. With music blaring and hundreds in
attendance, fifty New York-area teens from “Write On For Israel”, danced up the streets of this West Bank community with a
Sefer Torah they had brought with them from the United States. The Torah was donated to a local synagogue in memory of
one of its young members, fallen IDF soldier Erez Deri. The 50 students fulfilled the promise made to Deri’s parents
following a chance meeting at Mount Herzl a few months earlier.

“We started as strangers and returned as extended members of the Deri family,” said Daniella Greenbaum, leader of the
fundraising effort. “It was beyond exciting to see the joy that we brought to these parents and to affirm the idea that we are all

members of Am Yisroel, responsible for one another.”

At the celebration, Penina Erez, said to the students: “I feel the presence of Erez at this celebration. I feel like I brought my
child into the chupah! 1 feel like he is dancing with us. A terrible burden has been lifted from our family.”
A few months later, the family celebrated the wedding of one of Erez’s brothers - and the celgbration was complete!
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In the thousands of years of exile, the Jewish Nation
experienced (and continues to experience) many tragic
moments, yet Chazal unequivocally exclaim: “A person is
required to bless the bad as though he would bless the good”
(Berachos 54a). How is this maxim relatable to ordinary
Jews who might entertain the feeling that only lofty
individuals can compartmentalize such a difficult contrast?

The Zohar writes that Hashem’s Name "n" represents the
Almighty’s attribute of mercy, while the name "pPON"
represents His attribute of justice. Although Moshiach’s
times will of course be times of mercy and joy, since
Hashem will also be weeding out those who are unworthy
(»7n nN) of seeing the redemption, feelings of pain might

DEEP, PENETRATING ANALYSIS
OF THE WEEKLY HAFTORAH
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be felt by those people worthy for not being able to share the
moment with everyone. Therefore, one can say that Yeshaya
HaNavi’s declaration of, "{pbNa >wa) DN 'Na WwUN viv" was
more than just a lofty declaration. The Navi was imparting to
the people that there is no such thing as an ordinary Jew - for

every Jewish soul is sent down to this world to serve a |

purpose that no other person has.

Therefore, when Moshiach comes and Hashem'’s attributes
of mercy and justice will be in invoked simultaneously, it will
be those “ordinary Jews” who will prove that not only
Gedolei Hador and religious leaders are able to rise up and
bless Hashem for both the good and bad. Rather, every
Jewish soul can also do it if he puts his mind to it.
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'fhls posuk and the subsequent posukim beg for an interpretation. What was this bris all about? Why are all segments of

CON( IN A HALEV FROM THE

CEPTS \VODAS
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, Klal Yisroel enumerated? What’s the significance of the word ©vn? And finally, if it is addressing all Yidden, why does it use

the singular tense "7712yY" and not the more grammatically correct "0372y5"?
Both the Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh and the Kli Yakar address these points. They explain that although in last week’s
parsha, Klal Yisroel undertook a bris too (0D), here another treaty was initiated. This was the pact called ma7y. Each of us is

e responsible for the spiritual well-being of every single individual in Klal Yisroel, young and old alike. Thus, all members of

the Klal are listed, and the word "0>a¥)" doesn’t necessarily mean standing; it means appointed. Each Yid was tasked with

"C}‘T“' keeping a helpful eye on the other. Hence, while it involved the Klal, the Torah uses the word "772y>" in single form, because
this bris united us all as one. The Tomer Devorah says that m27y stems from the same root as M2ywn - a mixture. We are all

one big mixture. Not a bunch of 01 who are also responsible for each other. We are one body, where each limb feels the

"C, other’s aches and pains. Some say that the word "o»n" in this parsha refers to 02w 10 o»n - the day of Rosh Hashanah, where

we all stand before Hashem and once again accept “new and improved” job descriptions for the new year, N2105 wHy Xan.
The posukim then go on to explain that the day of judgment is ultimately for our benefit - "Dy> Jrmx ©pn W' It solidifies
our relationship with Hashem as we re-commit to leading more productive lives for ourselves and for the benefit of our future

AES] families - o0 Y NS WHN WK 1. When our loving Father sees his children’s acceptance of ma m o2y Yxw» 95, He will

Bezras Hashem, grant us 12109 n22 moxwn 95 to help with our newly set goals.
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: The morning of the big family hike, everyone was busy

o8 ( p?king their provisions. Seeing her older siblings strapping on
Y& their gear, the four-year-old insisted she needed her very own

knapsack. Refusing her mother’s offer to share a bag, the little

(t girl proudly stuffed her small backpack with a heavy water

bottle and a generous pile of trail snacks. At the trailhead, the

¢ '| little girl beamed; she was a big kid now, like everyone else.
o .| But as the dirt path grew steep and the sun beat down, reality

set in. The tiny knapsack, which had seemed so manageable

$%| in the living room, became an impossible burden.

Seeing her daughter struggling, the mother knew that

= 28 simply taking the bag away would crush the little girl’s pride.

Instead, she slipped behind her child and placed her hand

rt,“"" May we be zoche to utilize these Ve% ilqportant moon 1 to their fullest potential, ushering in the new year.

firmly under the bottom of the knapsack, lifting the bulk of the
heavy weight. Instantly, the little girl’s posture straightened.
She picked up her pace, marching up the mountain with
renewed energy and a triumphant smile. For the rest of the
afternoon, the child walked with absolute certainty she was
conquering the trail on her own. She never looked back to see
the loving, invisible hand carrying the load.

Yon3: As the Jewish Nation prepared to enter the Land of
Israel, the daunting burden of their independence seemed
impossible to carry. Moshe explained: Hashem doesn’t take
away our responsibility; He gives us the dignity to wear the
knapsack and step into our own greatness. Even if the
crushing weight of life’s challenges sets in, He is quietly
helping us along. His loving, invisible hand supports our
heaviest burdens, giving us the strength to march forward.
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Many Rishonim offer explanations on this cryptic posuk. Rashi explains that while one is not responsible for another

% £ _ | person’s private sins, publicly know wrongdoings must be dealt with; otherwise, the entire nation will be punished.

Rabbeinu Bachya quotes another interpretation from the Rambam, calling it a beautiful pshat. The Torah is “hidden”

. | containing many secrets and deep interpretations. Each mitzvah affects the upper spheres, and builds a person innermost
© | neshama. However, only select holy people merit to understand these sodos. A person may think that this is the primary purpose
"C, of doing mitzvos. Worse, he could begin thinking that these tikkunim can be accomplished just with thinking lofty thoughts or

through different spiritual mediums. For example, the Gemara states that shaking a lulav saves the world from “bad winds”.

»“ ;‘”m} One may mistakenly think that perhaps merely waving arms and concentrating on thoughts of purity can bring the same result!

The Torah teaches us otherwise. "Wpbx N2 MINLIN” - the hidden matters belong to Hashem, 93 Tix MY 1131251 109 Moy’

) #%] "IN NN 1127, it is incumbent upon us to do the mitzvos which are revealed to us. Our primary role is to eat the matza, put on
g% | zefillin, and light the Shabbos candles. The deeper fikkunim are real and profound, but our avoda is "mwy>".

Before one Rosh Hashanah, 1 asked my Rosh Yeshivah, Harav Meir Stern shlita, which of Rav Sa’adia Gaon’s ten

% thoughts should be concentrated on during Tekias Shofar. He smiled and said gently, “You should have in mind to be Yorzei
*| the mitzva d’oraysa of Tekias Shofar. Leave Rav Sa’adia Gaon for me.”

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 98) tells of two ways the Geula can come: "mwnN INY", in a predestined time, or it may be hastened.

¢ 1 rwnx ', if we are worthy, Moshiach will come sooner, "nnya 1t 8", if not, the Geula will come at its appointed time. If we
X35, follow the Torah and mitzvos, we can bring the ultimate redemption sooner. Says the Chasam Sofer on our posuk, nnya is known

only to Hashem. But mwnX is N9y, it is known w2 w. It is up to us to do the mitzvos properly. May we be zoche this year!




