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Sw193: We do so much to teach our children and give over
the values of Judaism to the next generation. But if one
were to look at it from the perspective of that Jew from
Russia, he sees things differently. When we are lax in our

observance, the reaction is: so what? Big deal! Someone else
will fill the void. But did it ever occur to us .... who will then
teach our children? Who will fill that void? There will be no
one left at that point! Let’s take these strong words to heart!

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂ@?@%

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"B919 125 N Pndm’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (61)
Horo’ah: Paskening Sheilos. We’ve discussed the prohibition
of paskening (ruling) while under the influence of wine and
other alcoholic content. Since clarity of mind is necessary for
“Horo’ah,” one who is under the influence is disqualified.
Learning After Drinking Alcohol. It is clearly permitted to
learn Torah after drinking alcohol, as we find in the Rambam
1. We mentioned previously a seemingly unknown halacha
which might be relevant to many people. The Rambam there, as
quoted in the Shach @) writes that a Talmid Chacham who rules
on halachic questions regularly cannot even learn Torah while
under the influence of wine (or alcohol). The reason is that
whatever he learns could make a difference and/or influence the
way he paskens a sheila. This is true of many Poskim who base
their rulings on various proofs that are derived from scattered
sources all over Shas and Poskim. As a result, even if someone is
not actually paskening at the moment, however he is learning in
order to pasken in the future according to the material he learns
(such as one who learns Yoreh Deah in order to acquire
semicha) should not learn while under the influence of alcohol.
At a Wedding. It is worth mentioning the conduct of R> Chaim
Kreiswirth z#’I, the Chief Rabbi of Antwerp and Rosh Yeshivah
of Mercaz HaTorah. Whenever he was asked to serve as
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Mesader Kiddushin (one who conducts/officiates at a wedding
ceremony) he would not make a “L’chaim” with any liquor,
even by weddings of his own relatives. He explained that Siddur
Kiddushin is definitely considered “Horo’ah” and he would be
unable to rule if he drank alcohol.

Benefit of the Doubt. In Igros Moshe 3), R> Moshe Feinstein
2"’ discusses why even Talmidei Chachamim are not strict about
bentching on a o, even though according to many opinions in
halacha one should do so @. He suggests that when drinking the
wine, the one who bentched would have to drink a whole revi’is
(approx 3.5 oz) to keep out of doubt (pav) if he requires a
Beracha Achrona. If this amount disqualifies one from
paskening, it undoubtedly affects the power of his "wy" (deep
concentration in learning), so at least from a particular point and
on they did not want to have the bitul Torah.

Other Times not to Pasken. When a Rav or Posek is in the midst
of sorrow or distress, he should not pasken ). That seems to be a
halachic principle. There are other situations when even though
there is no halacha that prohibits one from ruling, it is slightly pref-
erable not to do so. These cases are: a very hot day, if he had some
instance of anger that day, and after an exhausting walk. However,
even in these cases, if the one asking the sheila cannot find another
Rav or finds it hard to ask someone else, this Rav may pasken.
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The Gr’a, Rabbeinu Eliyahu M’Vilna z#”’l (Vilna Gaon) would say:

“nyI19 ON N2’ - ‘Come to Pharaoh.’ If one literally comes (N2) inside the the word 'ny19’ it reads as follows: The
'9'" is spelled 'Na’ the inner letter is a '7'. Inside the 'v»7' is a'w’ and . Inside the 'py’ is a 'y and *'. Lastly, inside a "N’
is an 'N'. The internal letters are X-3--w->-n. The sum of these letters is 376. That is the same Gematria as "Wy’ -
Edom, the last and final Golus. This alludes to the fact that we will be redeemed from Golus Edom with these
Makkos. To cap this off, let us again take the phrase 'ny19 DN N2 literally. That is to say, combine the sum of the

word 'N2' (3) to 'ny19' (355). The total - 358 - is the same as mwn!” MazelTovto the Davis
. . » . . ) Chi dHoffma
R’ Yitzchok Zelig M’Sokolov zt”I (quoted in Yagdil Tprah) would say: (g\llo:sa;zgy(),}:;ﬂi; ont}::
“mn 0ONN wI» w3 N9 - The nature of a human being is that any fond memory from one’s engagementof
childhood or early years, will generally remain with him and he will have a warm feeling towards Nechama & Tzvi
it even as he grows old. Thus, Hashem made sure that Pharaoh was extremely harsh with Bnei andtotheSteinberg,

Davis,Hoffman&Blonder
Grandparents. Maythey
be zoche to build a 12 12

Yisroel, up until the last moment, when he ordered them to be ‘completely driven from here.’
Had he not been so harsh, the people might have remembered him for good and maintained a

connection to Egypt. This could not be - they had to break any lasting connection forever.” 5w that will be oY
. 31'\3%51'1171 forthefamily and
A Wise Man would say: theentireKlalYisroel!
“I am a great believer in luck - and I find that the harder I work, the more of it I have!” PHST 1 9Py WY vIpID
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The mirzvah of Tefillin is considered the greatest positive mitzvah in the entire Torah, as it says, "92'1n NN MIN WHS”
- “In order that the Torah of Hashem should be on your lips.” The Baal HaTanya, R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi zt”1
writes that the entire Torah is connected to Tefillin. For this reason every person needs to be careful in this mitzvah and
one who wears Tefillin merits a portion in the World to Come. The fire of Gehinnom does not overtake him and all of his
sins are forgiven. R’ Avigdor Miller z£”’l would quote the posuk: "m1>010 WN WA YT - “You anointed my head with
oil, my cup overflows.” (Tehillim 23) He would always say, “Kosi Revaya - my cup overflows” with the kindness Hashem
does for me, in this world and the next!” He was once taking his daily walk and it was drizzling. He was talking about how
he was enjoying the smell of Hashem’s luscious vegetation when he overheard a woman telling her friend, “It is such
nasty weather today.” He turned to his grandson in amazement, “I see Hashem’s chessed and she sees nasty weather!”

The following story was told over by the Lakewood Mashgiach, R’ Matisyahu Salomon shlit’a, who heard it directly
from R’ Shmuel Greineman z¢”l, brother-in-law of the Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz z¢”I. There was
once a gathering in Radin, at the home of the Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan z¢”’l, which was attended by many
of the great Rabbanim and Roshei Yeshivos of Poland and Lithuania, in order to find a way to fund the Yeshivos and
provide food for the starving students. The meeting went on for an extended period of time and many ideas were bandied
about, but they could not come to any conclusion. It was agreed to adjourn the meeting and reconvene the next day.

The Chofetz Chaim was very pained at the lack of progress and remained sitting in his place well after the other
participants had left. R> Shmuel Greineman, who was in attendance, could not bear to see the Chofetz Chaim so pained; it
appeared as if the students’ deprivation was literally affecting his health and countenance. R* Shmuel wished to alleviate
the Tzaddik’s pain and suffering and remained in the house racking his brain to come up with a solution.

He closed his eyes for a few moments and then he suddenly opened them. He had come up with what he thought was a
fantastic idea. He was going to put on Tefillin the next morning by Shachris. Since Tefillin is such a great mitzvah, and its
reward is so valuable, it must surely be enough to support all of the Yeshivos on an ongoing basis! He decided right then
and there that he was prepared to give his reward for the mitzvah of Hanochas Tefillin the next day to all the desperate
Yeshivos so that they could sustain themselves on its merits. They would never be lacking again.

He was so convinced of the merit of his idea, but he nevertheless felt the need to run it past the Chofetz Chaim and gain
his approval. He jumped up and ran over to the Chofetz Chaim, who was still sitting and thinking in the same place. He
approached the Tzaddik and told him, “Rebbi, 1 believe I have found the solution!”

Upon hearing these words, the Chofetz Chaim’s face lit up and he asked what it was. R> Shmuel explained that he was
planning to give his reward for the mitzvah of Tefillin the next day to the Yeshivos, so that they could support themselves!

The Chofetz Chaim looked at R’ Greineman, smiled and said, “Mein Kind, my son, the Ribono Shel Olam will not
accept this.” He then went on to explain. “If a small child found a check for a million rubles on the street, he would
probably take it to the candy store thinking that he could obtain a bag of candy for it. What would an honest and
responsible storeowner do upon looking at the check? Would he take it for a bag of candy? Of course not. He would tell
the child that the check is worth much more than a bag of candy, and that the child should try to return it at once.”

The Chofetz Chaim then powerfully advised, “If you would only know how much putting on Tefillin just one morning
is worth, more than supporting all of the Yeshivos together! Hashem will most certainly not accept your request - it is not
responsible! This is what Chazal mean when they say there is no reward that can be given for a mitzvah in this world, in

other words, the whole world is not enough to satisfy the greatness achieved by the performance of one mitzvah!”
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Swn: A Jew from Russia who lived under extreme
conditions in the former USSR for many years, finally
emigrated to the United States and now, residing in
America, was being honored by a local organization for
upholding Judaism in Russia which entailed risking his life.

A grand dinner was held in his honor and he was the
featured speaker. When it was his turn to address the
gathering, he related the following. He said that indeed,
living in Russia was quite difficult and the authorities
persecuted him for his beliefs. “And yet,” said the man in his
thick Russian accent, “as hard as it was to live, I believe it is

still much harder to practice religion in America, than it was
in Russia!” To the astonished audience, he went on to explain
that in Russia, if you didn’t remain steadfast in being a
religious Jew, then it wouldn’t be transmitted over to your
children, to the next generation. In America, however, there
are so many people that are religious. So, who needs you? If
you don’t make it to Shacharis, there will still be a minyan
without you! If you don’t come to learn, the Beis Medrash
will still be full. Judaism will still be transferred over
regardless of you. This is in line with one who once
commented it is easier to live in Siberia than in Suburbia!

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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There is a deep significance in Kiddush HaChodesh and why it is the first mitzvah presented to the Jewish Nation upon
becoming freed slaves. A slave has no time to call his own. His days and nights are controlled by his master. Freedom means
the ability to use time as one wishes and not to be dependent or controlled by anyone else. Thus, as a prelude to their new
obligation to uphold the Torah, Klal Yisroel was given this special mitzvah which is truly the key to all other mitzvos. It is the
task of Beis Din to sanctify the new month but it is the task of every Jew to sanctify the gift of life by his proper utilization of time.

When a person has a sizeable amount of money to invest he will seek the advice of expert investment bankers to guide him
toward the greatest financial return on his money. Yet, while most people understand this, very few people realize that even
more forethought, advice and planning is required in investing time, a commodity infinitely more valuable than money.

We must realize that every one of us is given a specific amount of time to live and it is our responsibility to make the most
of this priceless gift by investing our time to yield the greatest return in this world and the world to come. When we leave this
world a careful reckoning of every moment of our lives will be made by the heavenly court who will ascertain if the gift of
time was used properly or not. There will be severe penalties for wasting or killing time. The gift of time can also be classified
as an item over which one has temporary ownership. Each one of us is given a predetermined amount of time. Some people
have it for longer, others shorter, but the day will come when it will be taken back from every human being. Especially the
young ones who look at the long road ahead as if it were endless and do not feel the need to utilize this priceless opportunity to
the fullest extent possible. They are not only guilty of killing time, but also of first degree murder. Each person has a mission

that only he can fulfill. Therefore, whatever we accomplish on this earth will be what will sustain us for all future eternity.
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The Netziv (Ha’amek Davar) writes that these words
teach us about the greatness of Klal Yisroel. The death and
destruction of the wicked Egyptians actually brought light
and upliftment to the righteous ones, the Jewish people.

R’ Simcha Wasserman z#’’l talks about this idea and
says that the greatness of a person lies in the consistency of
his understanding vis-a-vis his behavior. He was in Brazil
in 1953, and there was a Jew there who was a businessman,
not a big Torah scholar. But the man radiated greatness, a
spiritual light and glow, not unlike that which R’ Simcha
had seen in some of the greatest leaders of the past
generation in Europe. He had tremendous admiration for
him. Someone asked him why and he replied with the
example of an electric light bulb. If you take two bulbs and
put them next to each other, but one has a lamp shade on it

and one does not, the one without the shade will give off a
greater amount of light. The shade covers up the light. The
heavier the shade, the less light will be shining forth.

In our lives, we are used to people with heavy shades. We
ourselves may have great understanding in our minds, but
when it comes to our behavior and our character, the shade
may become so heavy that very little of what we really are
comes across. The light of our knowledge and under-
standing motivates a little, but the shade distances very
much. This man in Brazil was like a small bulb, but he had
tremendous sincerity and he shone with a great light.

Today, says R’ Simcha, this is all around. You find it
exceedingly with those who have returned to Torah
observance. Many others have a bigger bulb than they, but
the baalei teshuvah, in order to return to Hashem, have
broken the shades, and that’s why they often shine with
much more light. Thank G-d, we meet them day after day.
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Rashi points out quite famously: “Do not read ‘Guard the matzos’ but rather ‘Guard the mitzvos.’ Just as we may not
permit the matzos to become chametz, so may we not permit the mitzvos to become chametz (to wait too long before we
perform them). If it (a mitzvah) comes into your hand, perform it immediately.” In other words, don’t let the mitzvos slip

through your fingers. Grab them when you can! Do we realize the ramifications of not grabbing opportunities for mitzvos? The
attitude of “Tomorrow is another day” is wrong! Tomorrow is another day for OTHER opportunities and mitzvos - what you
missed will never return! It is gone forever, it is like chametz on Pesach - untouchable and forbidden. If we choose to neglect a
single mitzvah, it turns against us, like a piece of chametz on Pesach that will incriminate and cause us much spiritual harm.

The main reason that we are not careful to “Guard our Mitzvos” is because we are lazy. In P.C. terms ... we find it
challenging to go out of our comfort zone! Remaining in your comfort zone means not going anywhere. How did R” Nosson
Tzvi Finkel z¢”I turn the Mirrer Yeshiva into the Torah empire that it is today? Not by being comfortable, but by doing the
thing that was the hardest. When you hear yourself saying, “This is too hard for me, it’s not possible, it’s beyond my abilities ...
I am not smart, talented, strong, learned, motivated .... enough to do this” - you know what? THAT is your calling! This is how
they would do it in Novhardok. Whatever it is that you feel you can’t do - this is exactly what you are supposed to do! This is
the way a person will truly grow and take the opportunities Hashem sends him to raise the bar on his Shmiras Hamitzvos!

So often we fail to guard our mitzvos and grab the opportunities that come our way because we make up excuses. We are too
hot, too cold, too tired, too busy .... to EVERYTHING! Remember that success comes in CANS, not in CANNOTS!




