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çñô ìù ïåøçà / éòéáù
  Second Days of Yom Tov  

  April 30 - May 1, 2005 -  -  -  - ä"ñùú á"ë - à"ë   

8:42 - 'á ìéì/úåøð ú÷ìãä     (Monsey, NY)       7:33 - 'à ìéì/úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
  7:53 - è"åéã 'á íåé/ äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~        8:48 - à"îì/ ù"ø÷ ïîæ óåñ                   
8:43 - áåè íåé éàöåî / ë"äö         ~~~~~~        9:24 - à"øâì / ù"ø÷ ïîæ óåñ                  
9:05 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö          ~~~~~       7:52 -  è"åéã 'à íåé ìù äòé÷ù                 

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

HALACHOS OF SEFIRAS HAOMER

      On the second night of Pesach, we began the 

annual seven week øîåòä úøéôñ - Counting of the 

Omer, leading up to Shavuos, which is our spiritual 

climb, step by step, out of the depths of degradation 

and impurity of Mitzrayim, to the holiness and 

beauty of Kabolas Hatorah. A number of 

important halachos are worthwhile to be reviewed:

1) One should not make the beracha  úøéôñ ìò"
"øîåòä until he knows exactly which day he is 

about to count (1). 2) Even if one counts in Hebrew, 

he must understand the words he is saying in order 

for it to be considered counting (2). 3) One should 

stand for the beracha and the counting. ãáòéãá, if 

one sat or leaned during Sefirah, he has still 

fulfilled the mitzvah (3). An old or weak person 

may sit even äìéçúëì (4). 4) Ladies are not required 

to count (5), however, if they understand the days 

they are counting and constantly remind 

themselves to continue counting, they may do so 

with a beracha. 5) Although there is some debate 

over the issue, there is a clear minhag that if a boy 

turns Bar-Mitzvah during Sefirah, he may continue 

to count the days with a beracha (6).

    If one forgot to count at night, he may count the 

next day without a beracha (7), and then continue 

counting the following night once again with a 

beracha (8). If he is sure that forgot an entire day 

(night + day), he cannot count anymore with a 

beracha (9). Preferably, he should attempt to hear 

the beracha from another (10), although he should 

count the actual day by himself (11). 

When and where should one count Sefiras Haomer

     Sefiras Haomer should be said after  úàö
íéáëåëä - Nightfall. Most poskim hold that since 

we do not bring the Korbon Omer today, the 

mitzvah is only ïðáøãî as a ùã÷îì øëæ - Reminder 

of the Temple. As a result, those shuls that count 

Sefirah during úåùîùä ïéá (between sunset and the 

emergence of three stars), have nevertheless 

fulfilled the mitzvah (12).

     If a person crosses the International Date Line 

and either gains or loses a calendar day, he must 

consult a Rov as to the proper way for him to fulfill 

the mitzvah of Sefiras Haomer. If possible, one 

should attempt to refrain from such a journey that 

would require him to cross the date line, during 

these seven weeks (13).      

 ìëù äðååëä ïéà úîàáù ïéðòä áèéä øàáúî æ"éôìå     
 åîë åãîò íìåòä úåîéî ìëå åò÷áúð úåøäðå íéîéä
 - íéîä çë úà äðéù ä"á÷äù ïåéëî àìà ,äîåç
 äùòð æà ,ãð åîë ãåîòì åìëåéù - äìòîì íùøùá
 úåîéîä ìë àìà ,ãáìá óåñ íéä ìò ÷ø àì íùåøä
 äéä øùôàù éòáèä çë åìá÷ äòù äúåàá íìåòáù
 ÷ìçúîä ùåâ øáãë ,(øçà øáãá åà) ãéá íúåà ò÷áì

.íîöò éðôá åé÷ìç íéãîåòå

 .... ïåøçà íåéì ÷çùúå äùåáì øãäå æåò
   (çñô ìù ïåøçàì êééù) 'åâå ìëàú àì úåìöò íçìå

 úåéìâ ìù éðù è"åé øùà ò"éæ íé÷éãöî åðìá÷ äðä     
 è"åéë ãò äìòîá ãàî ìåãâ ì"æ åðéîëç é"ôò òá÷ðù
 íìåòî àåä òá÷ðù éðù è"åé éë ,àúééøåàã àåäù
 ø"åî ÷"äøä øéàäå ."ãñç úøåú" àø÷ðä äîëçä
 ,íòåð éøîà 'ñá ,áå÷éæãî ø"åîãà ,ì"öæ õéååøåä øéàî
 "íé÷ìà àøá úéùàøá" úåáéúá æîåøî äæ øáãù
 éðä íéìåòå ,"'ä àøá àúîëçá" éîìùåøéá ïðéîâøúîù
 óëéú éë ,(1202) "úåìâ ìù éðù è"åé" ìù øôñîá úåáéú
 òãåðë úåéìâ òáøàä íù æîøð íìåòä úàéøá úòùá

   øáãî

 úà íùéå äìéìä ìë äæò íéã÷ çåøá íéä úà 'ä êìåéå
     (àë-ãé çìùá) 'åâå íéîä åò÷áéå äáøçì íéä

 íéî ìë - íéîä åò÷áéå ì"æå àúìéëîä íùá é"ùøô     
 êøöåä äîìã ,øåàéá ïåòè äæ øáãå .ì"ëò íìåòáù

?íìåòáù íéî ìë úòé÷á ìù ïéðòä ìë ä"á÷ä
 'ñá ,ì"öæ êàìá øéàî åäéìà ø"åîâä ïøî øéáñîå     
 êùåî òáèä çëù ïéðòä øåàéáá øå÷çì ùéã ,úòã éðéðô
 úà äðùî éðçåøä çëäå ïåéìòä åùøùî åú÷éðéå åçë
 úåàéöîáù äðååëä íàä :òáèä åá èåìùé àìù øáãä
 äèìù àìù åðéáà íäøáàá ïåâëå ,äðúùî øáãä úåäî
 äòù äúåàá äðúùðù ì"éù ,íéãùë øåàá ùàä åá
 äòù äúåàá åéøîç úà íé÷ãåá åéä åìéàù åôåâ úåàéöî
 åà ?åá òåâôìå èåìùì ìåëé ùàä ïéàù ìéìòá äàøð äéä
 àìà ,ììëá äðúùð àì ïàë òáèä úîàáù ,àîìã
 ùàä çë ìò øáâúä ë"ò ,áø åçë äéä äìòîìù ïåéëîù

.åá èåìùì ùàä äìëé àìå
 åøàåö äùòðù ì"æç åøîà åðéáø äùî éáâì äðäå     
 åðéáà á÷òé éáâ ïëå ,áøçä åá äèìù àìå ùéù ìù ãåîòë
 çëäù òîùîå .úçà ïáàì åùòðå íéðáàä ìë åöá÷úðù

.ùîî úåàéöîä úåðùì äèîì íâ èìåù ïåéìòä
   ìâ 

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

 ãì:íù äøåøá äðùî (8) æ:èôú ç"åà (7) äë:èôú úåáåùú é÷ñô (6) â:íù (5) èë:íù (4) å:íù (3) ä:íù (2) èë:èôú äøåøá äðùî (1)
 å:èôú úåáåùú é÷ñô (13) â:íù ç"åà (12) ä:íù (11) æì :íù á"î (10) ç:íù ç"åà (9)

R' Mendel of Vorky ZT"L would say:

     "The posuk says 'äùî øéùé æà' - 'Then Moshe will sing' - ant not 'äùî øù' - 'Moshe sang.' It was only 

when the spirit of holiness came upon him, did Moshe begin to sing (Rashi). From here we learn that one 

should not burst out into unwarranted song, unless the proper urge to sing comes upon him."  

R' Avigdor Miller ZT"L would say:

     "Emunah is not mere conviction but rather a state of perfection of the mind which has unlimited 

potential development. Every additional degree of this quality is a great gift from Hashem. The episode 

of Krias Yam Suf was a grand opportunity whereby Bnei Yisroel gained a higher degree of Emunah, and 

for this superlative gift, they sang a song of thanks for Hashem."

R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT"L (Alter of Kelm) would say:

     "A truly happy person does not allow his happiness to be dependant on any external factor over which 

he has no control."
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    That night, not one Jew showed up to buy bread from the gentile bakeries. Instead, the police were 

tipped off to check the bread and when they realized what it contained, they uncovered the ghastly plot 

and hauled away the bakers. A thoughtful gesture many years earlier saved the entire Kehilla of Prague. ***

***

***

 ø÷éò øùà ïàëá áåúëä åðì äìéâå ,íéìâøä ìëì ùàø
.úåìâ ìù éðù è"åéá àåä äçîùäå ÷åçùä

 úøåúå äîëçá äçúô äéô" 'úëä êùîä äúò ïáåîå    
 úøåúå äîëç úðéçáî éðù è"åé éë - "äðåùì ìò ãñç
 - "ìëàú àì úåìöò íçìå äúéá úåëéìä äéôåö" ,ãñç
 ìù íçì àåäù ïåøçà íåéá äöî ïéìëåà åðàù ìò æîåøî
 ïéùåò äöîä éë ,"úåìöò íçì" àø÷ðù õîç àìå úåæéøæ

.õîç íçì ë"àùî ,õåîçú àìù úåæéøæá

."åäáå åäú äúéä õøàäå" ìù ÷åñôá ùøãîä éøáãî
 "æåò" éë - "äùåáì øãäå æåò" ïðéøîàã äî åäæå     
 éð÷æå íéîëç éøáã íéàø÷ð "øãäå" ,äøåúä àø÷ð
 äð÷ù äæ - "ï÷æ éðô úøãäå" 'úëãî úòã ìò äãòä
 íåé ìò æîåø äæù - "ïåøçà íåéì ÷çùúå" ïìäìå .äîëç
 úåòåáù ïåâë íéøçà íéìâøá éë ,çñôä âç ìù ïåøçàä
 ÷ø "ïåøçà" íùá íäìù éðù è"åéä àø÷ð àì ,úåëåñå
 çñôä âç éë ïòéå ."çñô ìù ïåøçà" åá àø÷ðù çñôá

 çç(.çé÷ íéçñô) óåñ íé úòéø÷ë íãà ìù åéúåðåæî ïéù÷
     The custom among many of the old kehillos, 

was to appoint the leaders and íéñðøô - 

benefactors, on the seventh day of Pesach. The 

Bnei Yissoschar, R' Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov 

ZT"L gives the following reason: Chazal teach us 

(.çé÷ íéçñô) "óåñ íé úòéø÷ë íãà ìù åéúåðåæî ïéù÷" -  

"Sustenance of a man is as difficult to attain as 

splitting the sea." Since we celebrate the memory 

of this great miracle of Krias Yam Suf on  ìù éòéáù
çñô, it stands to reason that this is the appropriate 

time to elect those responsible for supporting and 

sustaining the community. Just as Hashem made it 

His business to split the sea and save His Chosen 

People, so do we follow in His ways and see to it 

that His people are cared for and sustained.

   A second reason stems from the gemara (æì äèåñ) 
which describes how the different shevatim were 

arguing with each other over who should go down 

into the Yam Suf first. Finally, Shevet Binyomin 

jumped ahead and strode into the sea. The leaders 

of Shevet Yehudah, however, were distraught over 

this turn of events and began heaving stones at 

them. In this merit, Shaul Hamelech, a descendant 

of Binyomin, was anointed the first King of Israel, 

until the time when Shevet Yehudah - Dovid 

Hamelech - took over the reins of leadership. 

Similarly, we too, appoint our leaders on this day 

when Shevet Binyomin earned their right to úåëìî.

    R' Chaim Kanievsky Shlit'a lends added 

insight into this episode by recounting a story that 

occurred to a Jewish soldier in the Russian army. 

As a young conscript, Zalman Leib was ordered by 

his superior officer to scout ahead of the troops, 

uncovering, and more likely, stumbling over any 

hik

hidden mines that were buried there, at great risk to 

his own life. B"H, he survived to tell over the story.

    Thus, to their credit, Shevet Yehudah threw 

stones at those entering into the sea before them, 

not in anger and frustration, but as a means to stop 

them from being the "guinea pigs" of Bnei Yisroel, 

ostensibly sent into an unknown entity and risking 

their lives. The leaders, themselves, wanted to do it!   

 ìéç ìëì íéùøôä úàå áëøä úà åñëéå íéîä åáùéå
 (çë-ãé çìùá) 'åâå ãçà ãò íäá øàùð àì ... äòøô

     The posuk states that every Egyptian drowned 

in the sea, there did not remain "ãçà ãò" - "Not a 

one." What is the Torah adding by saying these 

words? It could have just as well left these words 

out. Is the Torah teaching us something more?

   Yes, answers R' Moshe Chaim Ephraim ZT"L 

of Sedlikov, based on the words in øéùé æà that the 

Jews sang after their miracle:  'ä äîçìî ùéà 'ä"
"åîù. Rashi explains that Hashem's weaponry with 

which he battles the enemy is with His Holy Name. 

Just as we find in the Zohar that Dovid defeated 

the giant Goliath by employing the words of Krias 

Shema, "ãçà 'ä åðé÷ìà 'ä ìàøùé òîù", which 

denotes the unique Oneness of Hashem's Name. It 

is this Name that protects and saves us from harm.

    When we recite Shema, the letter "ò" from the 

first word and the letter "ã" from the last word, 

should be drawn out with intense devotion, as 

prescribed in halacha. Thus, the Torah is telling us 

that when Hashem rendered the mighty Egyptian 

army harmless, destroying them in the depths of 

the sea, it was done through "ãçà ãò" - the all-

powerful and omnipotent Name of Hashem, which 

is clearly denoted in the first posuk of Shema.   
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     A late night knock at his door, startled the revered Rov of Prague, R' Yechezkel Landau ZT"L, 

author of the renowned responsa Noda B'Yehudah. Anxious to see who was there and not without a 

little trepidation, he opened it to find a rugged, sturdy looking gentile of about forty years old. The gentile 

hesitated for a moment before accepting the old rabbi's gesture to enter. Once inside, he timidly told over 

a fantastic tale. "Honored Rabbi," he began in a soft voice, "You probably don't remember me, but I am 

here to repay a debt of many years ago." The Rov looked at him uncomprehendingly.

     "When I was a small child, I would help my father in his bake shop, selling bread and pastries. He was 

a violent man who was given to fits of anger and aggression at the slightest mishap, of which I was often 

made the scapegoat. Well, one afternoon, I was given the task of selling some loaves of bread in the 

marketplace and I accomplished this task rather efficiently. However, as I was returning back to the shop 

to hand over my earnings, I realized that the money was missing. It had somehow slipped out of my 

pocket and was gone! I was devastated, and petrified, knowing that I was in for a real beating from my 

father. I slumped down on the street and began to cry with anguished wails." 

     The gentile looked at R' Yechezkel. "It was then that you, Rabbi Landau, came upon me and after 

finding out about my plight, kindly handed me the exact amount of money that was missing, thereby 

sparing me a sound beating." The man quieted for a moment, took a breath and continued. "I now run the 

bakery and I'm here to inform you of a plot that was hatched by the gentile bakers of Prague. We all 

know, that immediately following the conclusion of your holiday of Passover, all the Jews of the city 

flock to our bakeries to purchase bread. It was agreed to lace the freshly baked loaves with arsenic poison 

and sell these to the Jews. I couldn't argue with all of them to stop them, but I felt it was my duty, as a 

measure of my gratitude for what you did when I was younger, to inform you of the impending plot."

    R' Yechezkel was shocked, but after mulling over the issue for quite some time, he devised a plan. All 

Yom Tov, he did not divulge the information, until the afternoon of çñô ìù éòéáù, when he sent out a 

message to all the shuls in Prague that they must remain closed for the next day's davening. Every citizen 

of Prague was to come to the main synagogue for the Rov had an important announcement to make.

    "We have made a terrible mistake," intoned R' Yechezkel solemnly the next morning to a packed shul. 

"We have miscalculated the exact days of Pesach, and as it turns out, today is really only the seventh day 

of Yom Tov. Hence, tonight is not the end of Pesach but rather the beginning of the eighth day!" Loud 

murmurs erupted from the crowd, and doubts were expressed. But the citizens of Prague, respecting the 

greatness of their Rov, dutifully adhered to his unusual proclamation and kept an extra day of Yom Tov.   
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