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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
0 DYVITY NDOY BNP NV /YNa PINIY

HALACHOS OF SEFIRAS HAOMER

On the second night of Pesach, we began the
annual seven week 9myn N9 - Counting of the
Omer, leading up to Shavuos, which is our spiritual
climb, step by step, out of the depths of degradation
and impurity of Mitzrayim, to the holiness and
beauty of Kabolas Hatorah. A number of
important halachos are worthwhile to be reviewed:
1) One should not make the beracha n90 Hy»
nmyn until he knows exactly which day he is
about to count (1). 2) Even if one counts in Hebrew,
he must understand the words he is saying in order
for it to be considered counting 2. 3) One should
stand for the beracha and the counting. TayrTa, if
one sat or leaned during Sefirah, he has still
fulfilled the mirtzvah 3). An old or weak person
may sit even n2°NN3Y ). 4) Ladies are not required
to count (5), however, if they understand the days
they are counting and constantly remind
themselves to continue counting, they may do so
with a beracha. 5) Although there is some debate
over the issue, there is a clear minhag that if a boy
turns Bar-Mitzvah during Sefirah, he may continue
to count the days with a beracha ).

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

If one forgot to count at night, he may count the
next day without a beracha (1), and then continue
counting the following night once again with a
beracha ). If he is sure that forgot an entire day
(night + day), he cannot count anymore with a
beracha 9). Preferably, he should attempt to hear
the beracha from another (10), although he should
count the actual day by himself (11).

When and where should one count Sefiras Haomer

Sefiras Haomer should be said after NN
025N - Nightfall. Most poskim hold that since
we do not bring the Korbon Omer today, the
mitzvah is only 2771 as a wIpNY 90y - Reminder
of the Temple. As a result, those shuls that count
Sefirah during mwnwn 1 (between sunset and the
emergence of three stars), have nevertheless
fulfilled the mitzvah (2).

If a person crosses the International Date Line
and either gains or loses a calendar day, he must
consult a Rov as to the proper way for him to fulfill
the mitzvah of Sefiras Haomer. If possible, one
should attempt to refrain from such a journey that
would require him to cross the date line, during
these seven weeks (13).
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R' Mendel of Vorky ZT"L would say:

"The posuk says 'nwn P N - Then Moshe will sing' - ant not 'nwn W - ‘Moshe sang.' It was only
when the spirit of holiness came upon him, did Moshe begin to sing (Rashi). From here we learn that one
should not burst out into unwarranted song, unless the proper urge to sing comes upon him."

R' Avigdor Miller ZT"L would say:

"Emunah is not mere conviction but rather a state of perfection of the mind which has unlimited
potential development. Every additional degree of this quality is a great gift from Hashem. The episode
of Krias Yam Suf was a grand opportunity whereby Bnei Yisroel gained a higher degree of Emunah, and
for this superlative gift, they sang a song of thanks for Hashem."

R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT"L (Alter of Kelm) would say:
"A truly happy person does not allow his happiness to be dependant on any external factor over which

he has no control."
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That night, not one Jew showed up to buy bread from the gentile bakeries. Instead, the police were
tipped off to check the bread and when they realized what it contained, they uncovered the ghastly plot
and hauled away the bakers. A thoughtful gesture many years earlier saved the entire Kehilla of Prague.

ACHARON SHEL PESACH TORAH GEMS
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The custom among many of the old kehillos,
was to appoint the leaders and ©o»M9 -
benefactors, on the seventh day of Pesach. The
Bnei Yissoschar, R' Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov
ZT'"L gives the following reason: Chazal teach us
(NP DXNDY) PPND O NYIPI DTN DY PN PYPY -
"Sustenance of a man is as difficult to attain as
splitting the sea." Since we celebrate the memory
of this great miracle of Krias Yam Suf on Y >yav
N9, it stands to reason that this is the appropriate
time to elect those responsible for supporting and
sustaining the community. Just as Hashem made it
His business to split the sea and save His Chosen
People, so do we follow in His ways and see to it
that His people are cared for and sustained.

A second reason stems from the gemara (39 NVID)
which describes how the different shevatim were
arguing with each other over who should go down
into the Yam Suf first. Finally, Shevet Binyomin
jumped ahead and strode into the sea. The leaders
of Shevet Yehudah, however, were distraught over
this turn of events and began heaving stones at
them. In this merit, Shaul Hamelech, a descendant
of Binyomin, was anointed the first King of Israel,
until the time when Shevet Yehudah - Dovid
Hamelech - took over the reins of leadership.
Similarly, we too, appoint our leaders on this day
when Shevet Binyomin earned their right to m251n.

R' Chaim Kanievsky Shlit'a lends added
insight into this episode by recounting a story that
occurred to a Jewish soldier in the Russian army.
As a young conscript, Zalman Leib was ordered by
his superior officer to scout ahead of the troops,
uncovering, and more likely, stumbling over any

hidden mines that were buried there, at great risk to
his own life. B"H, he survived to tell over the story.

Thus, to their credit, Shevet Yehudah threw
stones at those entering into the sea before them,
not in anger and frustration, but as a means to stop
them from being the "guinea pigs" of Bnei Yisroel,
ostensibly sent into an unknown entity and risking
their lives. The leaders, themselves, wanted to do it!
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The posuk states that every Egyptian drowned

in the sea, there did not remain "TnN 7y” - "Not a
one." What is the Torah adding by saying these
words? It could have just as well left these words
out. Is the Torah teaching us something more?

Yes, answers R' Moshe Chaim Ephraim ZT'"L
of Sedlikov, based on the words in 9*¥» N that the
Jews sang after their miracle: 'n npNYN WK N7
mnv. Rashi explains that Hashem's weaponry with
which he battles the enemy is with His Holy Name.
Just as we find in the Zohar that Dovid defeated
the giant Goliath by employing the words of Krias
Shema, "NN N WPON N NI ypwr, which
denotes the unique Oneness of Hashem's Name. It
is this Name that protects and saves us from harm.

When we recite Shema, the letter 7y” from the

first word and the letter 77 from the last word,
should be drawn out with intense devotion, as
prescribed in halacha. Thus, the Torah is telling us
that when Hashem rendered the mighty Egyptian
army harmless, destroying them in the depths of
the sea, it was done through 71NN Ty” - the all-
powerful and omnipotent Name of Hashem, which
is clearly denoted in the first posuk of Shema.
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A late night knock at his door, startled the revered Rov of Prague, R' Yechezkel Landau ZT'L,
author of the renowned responsa Noda B'Yehudah. Anxious to see who was there and not without a
little trepidation, he opened it to find a rugged, sturdy looking gentile of about forty years old. The gentile
hesitated for a moment before accepting the old rabbi's gesture to enter. Once inside, he timidly told over
a fantastic tale. "Honored Rabbi," he began in a soft voice, "You probably don't remember me, but I am
here to repay a debt of many years ago." The Rov looked at him uncomprehendingly.

"When I was a small child, I would help my father in his bake shop, selling bread and pastries. He was
a violent man who was given to fits of anger and aggression at the slightest mishap, of which I was often
made the scapegoat. Well, one afternoon, I was given the task of selling some loaves of bread in the
marketplace and I accomplished this task rather efficiently. However, as I was returning back to the shop
to hand over my earnings, I realized that the money was missing. It had somehow slipped out of my
pocket and was gone! I was devastated, and petrified, knowing that I was in for a real beating from my
father. I slumped down on the street and began to cry with anguished wails."

The gentile looked at R' Yechezkel. "It was then that you, Rabbi Landau, came upon me and after
finding out about my plight, kindly handed me the exact amount of money that was missing, thereby
sparing me a sound beating." The man quieted for a moment, took a breath and continued. "I now run the
bakery and I'm here to inform you of a plot that was hatched by the gentile bakers of Prague. We all
know, that immediately following the conclusion of your holiday of Passover, all the Jews of the city
flock to our bakeries to purchase bread. It was agreed to lace the freshly baked loaves with arsenic poison
and sell these to the Jews. I couldn't argue with all of them to stop them, but I felt it was my duty, as a
measure of my gratitude for what you did when I was younger, to inform you of the impending plot."

R' Yechezkel was shocked, but after mulling over the issue for quite some time, he devised a plan. All
Yom Tov, he did not divulge the information, until the afternoon of Nnoa Yv >waw, when he sent out a
message to all the shuls in Prague that they must remain closed for the next day's davening. Every citizen
of Prague was to come to the main synagogue for the Rov had an important announcement to make.

"We have made a terrible mistake," intoned R' Yechezkel solemnly the next morning to a packed shul.
"We have miscalculated the exact days of Pesach, and as it turns out, today is really only the seventh day
of Yom Tov. Hence, tonight is not the end of Pesach but rather the beginning of the eighth day!" Loud
murmurs erupted from the crowd, and doubts were expressed. But the citizens of Prague, respecting the
greatness of their Rov, dutifully adhered to his unusual proclamation and kept an extra day of Yom Tov.
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