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Rashi points out onc of the unique aspects that we find at the end of Sefer
Bamidbar. The Torah lists the daughters of Tzelofchad. “According to their
seniority. one over the other in years ... While throughout scripture it
enumerates them according 1o their wisdom (o inform us that they were
equivalent to each other.” However, the understanding of why in every other
case where the daughters are mentioned they are listed according to their wisdom
as opposed to here when thev are recounted by their ages. is not readily
understood or explained. Why. indeed, did the 7orah make an exception here
and list them according to their ages?

R’ Shlomo Zalman of Vilna ZT”L answers as follows: The gemara
(: vmp NIM K27) relates that Tzelofchad's daughters did not get married until
they were much older. Even the voungest daughter of Tzelofchad did not marry
until she was forty vears old. Of course, before they were married it was not
proper for the Torah to talk about them and mention their ages. Therefore,
carlier. when the Torah discusses their situation, thev are listed according to
their wisdom. But at the end of Sefer Bamidbar, when they had already become
married, as the Torah states. »DOWIT YPTT 029 TNaYN Nav - "The daughters of
Tzelofchad became wives to their father's brothers” - thus. the Torah has no
compunctions about listing them in the order of their ages.

Sometimes it happens that a shidduch will be wrecked because one side will
claim that the girl is too old or the boy is too yvoung, or vice versa. The Torah
clearly implies that after the wedding, the age of the bride or groom is irrclevant!
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A Modern Day Behavioral Pundit once said:

"The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings. but shorter
tempers: wider frecwavs, but narrower viewpoints: we buy and spend more. but
have and enjov less: bigger houses and smaller familics: morc convenicnees. but
less time: we have more degrees. but less sense: more knowledge. but less
judgment: more experts. but more problems: more medicine, but less wellness!”

R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"'L (Ksav Sofer) would say:
"We must concern ourselves and be wary, less with those people that totally
deny Shabbos. and more with those who accept Shabbos and desecrate it!"

R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"'L would say:
"Tcars open up the gates of Heaven: song breaks down its walls!”
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He moved closer and gazed into his eves. He then whispered softly. "If vou join
us, I guarantec vou a brilhant future.”

The words were repeated by the general in a surrcal state of shock. After a
moment. though, he recovered and said gruffly. "A brilliant futurc awaits me in
the Czar's army, t00." R' Shmuel gently shook his head. "Send away vour men
and we can talk." Amazingly, the general turned around and sent his battalion
away. The Rosh Yeshiva took him to a corner and spoke with him for one hour.

That day. a new studgnt joined the yeshiva. a student who participated in all
the yeshiva's wanderings. He later became the Rosh Yeshiva's brother-in-law and
loval assistant in the administration of the yeshiva. In a latter-day version of Reb
Yochanan and Resh Lakish, R' Yosef Glick ZT"L HY"D. ecmerged as one of
the great gedolim of Lithuania and was appointed as the rabbi in the city of
Telichen. He died A/ Kiddush Hashem together with the rest of that city on the
day after Tisha B'Av, 5701. May Hashem avenge his blood.

TORAH GEMS

(0, 7-2) "M NN AR NND 2D A7 N M ... N0 AT TR O YN
A husband has the right to annul his wife's vows if she makes a vow that will
affect their relationship negatively. Rashi describes the following case: “"When a
woman took a nazarite vow (no wine, haircuts. beconming defiled from the dead)
and her husband annulled it for her. She was unaware that it was nullified and
she violated her vow by drinking wine and becoming impure from the dead. She
needs forgiveness even though her vow had been annulled.” The woman is
being told that she needs atonement and forgivencss for mercly intending to
commit a transgression. The fact is that she did not violate any vow. since her
husband had annulled it. Why docs it matter. now. if she was unawarc of his
annulment or not?

R' Boruch Leff Shlit''a explains that we derive from here a tundamental
lesson for Jewish living: Actions are what count. not merely thoughts. If vou
think about murdering somecone but never actually do anvthing. then vou've done
nothing wrong. But if vou make concrete plans to kill: vou prepare the weapon.
the getaway, and the alibi. but the gun is broken and the shots are not fired. then
whilg it is true that vou haven't murdered anvone. vou will still be prosccuted for
attempted murder. Hashem will not take evil intentions into account if they were
not carried to fruition. onlyv if the evil intention remained solely in the realm of
thought. But if anv solid and definitive actions were taken to bring the evil to its
realization, the perpetrator needs forgivencss and atonement. Whether in sin or
even in the performance of mifzvos, actions are what count. not mercly thoughts.

* XK
%k
*%
* ¥k
kK
X%k
Xk
*k
kX
* %k
%%
Xk
%k
*k
%k
*k
%%
%k
%k
* %
%%
*k
*k
*k
* K
*k

INYY DRIWY AW 2ON TID NN VITPD 1M XM ,NMNI DMIYH DWINN
12 13D .M WYY Y TIMNIIN AYIP NYY 10100 NV YV VR DINND
727N PILIODY P WYN TAN NN NIV I3V ,7Hva MNIY DOWINN P
D JPNNAND YRNWI MYON /N T [, NIPA DOMIN 27D - Myon DWInn
DYWHINN P T TNV NI - U9y

NAYN DY 578 INONR 1T DTN PUAIN NN VINTND IND V3D 10T
NTT APT OYY DY NN WY T N VTN 12y POINKRD Yonn My NN
INIONTYY NIT DD [ TARD NIN NP OIYYW 73 11T NUNY 10DV IINNUND
1IN 2IND ,ONIWY NI DY PNINKD YONN XINY 1T YONI 2N ' DIPIND VYD
YN 2997 NIPA 1IN NN NI VDN PTN DIYIV [ THATN NN 2V Nuynn
NV 107D NN Y DY 70U’ R - (-1 DNI) 7 11 192 J0IVND NN
NPNIN AW DX 979N IPIT NIWNN DYYI T DIVNY NIV DU N vl M
nYNI NNV 0N UHND Muyl NN YTYN TP )TN IR DX 1Y
MYT NINIY DU YN NAvD XM 110 navy

099 5%0....MAN NN

(-N2) 13 TN N DNPI NNY P10 9Y PR RIANY DIWIN DINND 189NN

During the First World War. the Russian government made an unofficial
policy of falselv accusing the Jews of spving on behalf of the German enemy-.
Among many of their outrageous charges, theyv claimed that the strings of the
eruv that was used in many cities with nominal Jewish populations. were in fact
secret telephone wires. and the refillin that cach Jew put on in the morning, were
communication devices that were emploved during davening. As a result of
these charges. they began instituting a process of "ethnic cleansing” - cvery fifty
kilometers that was traversed. the Jews were to be expelled. A unit of cruel
Cossacks were drafted for this purposc and amongst them werc some non-
religious Jews who had joined as well.

When the Cossacks arrived i the city of Berditchev, their first order was for
the Jews of the city to leave at once. The terrified residents scurricd about.
however. the order never made it into the Beis Medrash of the famed
Berditchever Yeshiva, where hundreds of students studied with great diligence
and cnthusiasm. Suddenly. the door of the yeshiva broke open and a band of
Cossacks appeared at the doorwav. The officer in charge came forward and
shouted. "Who's in charge here?"

R' Shmuel Weintraub ZT'"L. the Rosh Yeshiva. stepped forward from his
place reverently. Looking squarcly at the general. he perceived that this Cossak
looked somewhat different. After a moment. he recognized that the man standing
opposite him was in fact a n2ww pn - a Jew who was raised as a Cossack.
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