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   dugcy kg vkg,nv ost u,ut 'rhzbv ka ubhhbgc ,exug vru,
vank vfkvn asj,b vz ihbgc 'vbvu /ihhv in ,urhzbc 'uasenu
tku 'vfkvn tuv vz ihsa 'u,unf ohexupa ibjuh wr ,gsf) hbhxn
jf ifu 'u,c ,t tku rhzbc ubc ,t rhsvk ctv jfca '(ibcrs vbe,

/(/yf-:jf rhzbc rtucnf) otk tku ctk er i,hb vz
 hrcs osevc 'rcsk ogy ,,k vtrbu     rdht tcheg wruh,ucua,c

;ux ih,hb,nc ubhmn" :c,fa vkhnv ,umn ihbgc (c"n vcua, tne)
'unkug v"cev trc tk thv tknkta vkhn vkusd" :ohrsbs wd erp
'"h,na tk .rtu ohna ,ueuj 'vkhku onuh h,hrc tk ot rntba
unhhe,b tk vru, tknkta vru, vkusd" '(c"k ;s) oa ibhrntu
h,hrc tk ot"s gnan /"wufu h,hrc tk ot rntba '.rtu ohna
yapv vru,v kg vbvu /vru,v kgu vkhn kg 'uvhuur,t hte "wufu
kg kct '"vkhku onuh ,hdvu" uc ch,fs "vkhku ouh h,hrc" 'yuap
uhkg rntb lhtu 'vkhkc ,dvub vbht hrva icun ubht vrutfk vkhnv

 onuh h,hrc"vkhkuot" 'trek vhexps c,f ohrsb y"uh wxu,cu ?"
tk .rtu ohna ,ueuju vkhku onuh" hzt 'vkhnv ubhhv '"h,hrc tk

 /tuv eujs lt /h,na tk kfv ,t ubhhv '"h,na
c a"nfu 'hssvk ohfhha vru,u vkhn ,ntcs 'vtrb r,uhu    ,ukkug

ohrpt',hnhbp vkhnk vchx thv ,hbumhj vkhna [c"ma rntn] 
ihcvk ohju,p uck hrsj uhvh hzt ucck ,krg kunhafu 'ckv ,krgn

'ckv ,khnk tucn thv vkhnva tmnb f"t '[oa ihhugh] khfavku
ah f"tu /,uumncu vru,c khfavku ihcvk uk rapt,n vsh kga
onuh" vhkg cu,fk lhhau 'vkhn f"d ubhhv "h,hrc tk ot"s rnuk
/"vkhku onuh vc vduva vru, hrgak tc ush kgs vbuufva '"vkhku

'vdhavk kufh hbjur ost eru ',hbjur thv vru,va rcsv ruthcu    
vuut,v juf akjbu 'uck ,krg f"d kunhb vsh kga vkhnv h"g ifku
/vru,v ka tkpbv rut dhavk uk rapt,n 'hbjur vhvbu ',hrnujv

vru,va snkk hsf 'rcsnc vru,v vb,hba ogyv arpk ah vzcu
/,uhrnuj tkk ( rcsnk vnusa hnk er ,b,hb

 rtcn z"hpku    k"mz wzhcubupn crvuhkga ctva 'rhzbc vfkvv ,t 
uk vb,hb '(y"f ihaushe wg) unnurku vru,v kngk ubc ,t xhbfvk
kt u,fhan kyc,, vz hsh kga 'rhzbc ubc ,t rhsvk ,uraptv

 /vru,v rutk ,ufzk kfuhu 'hbjur v )a *g+hu 'rnujv
ubhta iuhf ',cv hcdk tku icv hcdk er vz ihs asj,v ifku     
lrum kf iht '(oa) vru,v kngk u,c xhbfvk ctv kg kyun
vhkg hf 'otv kmt tku ctv kmt vz jf asj,v odu /rhzbc vrhsvk
kf vk ihtu (oa) vru,v kngk vbc ,t xhbfvk vcujv ,kyun tk

/vzv ihsc lrum
ihhbg rtucn uca ',uguca hbpk tab ,arp ihtrue ubt vbav   

/,ugucav djc vru,v ,t kcek ,ufzk kfub ush kga ',uahrpv
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  A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

SHAVUOS AND HALACHA: The Role of Learning 

Halachah as Part of the Yom Tov Experience.

    The Yom Tov of Shavuos is the annual celebration of Matan

Torah - giving of the Torah, in the year 2448 after Creation.

The crowning moment of this event was Klal Yisroel’s

unanimous verbal acceptance of the Torah when they declared:

"gnabu vagb" - WE WILL DO AND WE WILL LISTEN. As

a reward for their acceptance, each and every Jew was

rewarded with 2 spiritual crowns. Today, celebrating the Yom

Tov of Shavuos is really to recommit ourselves to the declaration
that we made then. The high point of this commemoration is by

Krias Hatorah on the first morning of Yom Tov.

    It is clear from the language of the declaration, “WE WILL

DO”  that “doing” Torah (i.e. practical fulfillment of Torah and

mitzvos) is of prime importance. This means that a person must

slowly but surely, day by day, learn about the practical deeds

and commandments that he is required to do with precision.

Importance of Halacha.  The Gemara says: ,ufkv vbuav kf"
"tcv okug ic tuva uk jycun ouh kfc - “One who learns halachos

every day is assured a portion in the world to come.” This

awesome statement is said as part of the daily davening in

Nusach Sefard and even by many who daven Nusach Ashknaz,
especially in Israel. On Shabbos and Yom Tov everybody says

it. The use of the plural word ",ufkv"  seems to indicate that one

should learn at least 2 halachos daily. This can be done by

learning 2 halachos from Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Mishna

Brurah, or any other Halacha sefer in any language. This

should preferably be done at a set time daily such as after

Shacharis before taking off one’s Tefillin (which also

accomplishes the special preference of learning Torah every

day while wearing Tefillin), or at a meal (which likewise

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n  
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

accomplishes the conduct mentioned in Pirkei Avos of learning

Torah at a meal). One should also grab every opportunity to

attend shiurim in halacha, hear halacha tapes, participate in the

massive halacha learning schedules of Dirshu, Hilchoso

Leyoma, Daily Kitzur etc., and read the many halacha papers

distributed in the shuls every week.

Gearing Learning of Halacha to Actual Application. Apart

from having in mind to fulfill the general mitzvah of learning

Torah, one should make a conscious effort to put into action

each halacha. If any particular halacha doesn’t apply to him, he
should still try to see if he can use it to help inform others to

whom it may apply. Even if that might not be relevant, he can

still have another “Halacha L’maaseh”-type intention. Chazal

tell us that if one learns about a Korbon it is like he actually

brought a Korbon. Others extend this to other mitzvos and

halachos. One can have in mind to perfect his soul and body by

fulfilling all 613 mitzvos and halachos in this way.

The Ramban’s Lesson (as interpreted by this writer). The

Ramba’n in his famous letter of inspiration (i"cnrv ,rdt)
teaches that one can actually turn all of his learning into practical

halacha-type learning. For example, when learning stories of

the great sages and their sterling character traits, one can think
about how to do this in his circle of friends and activities. When

learning the serious Gemara discussions about monetary

matters he should be just as serious in his monetary dealings.

When one learns Kodshim (Laws about sacrifices) he can learn

(as the s:jm j"ut g"ua does) how to daven, which corresponds to

the Korbonos. This also applies to attire, concentration, posture,

place of prayer, etc. The Ramba’n therefore advises that before

closing a sefer and walking away, one should quickly

summarize what he has just learned and how he can apply it.
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R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

    “The Almighty chose Mount Sinai upon which to give the Torah, for it was the lowest of the mountains. Why didn’t

Hashem choose a valley in which to give the Torah? To be considered an ‘undistinguished’ valley and not boast about it,

is not a remarkable characteristic. But if one is considered a ‘mountain’ possessing the same virtues and distinctions of

which others boast, and yet does not behave with conceit and vanity - that is considered extraordinary humility!”

R’ Shlomo Hakohen Rabinowitz of Radomsk ZT”L (Tiferes Shlomo) would say:

    “We find that Rus converted to Judaism and accepted the Torah. But even before she had a chance to fulfill any

mitzvos, Boaz informs her ‘May Hashem reward your deed and may your payment be in full from Hashem.’ He

was telling her that Hashem would reward her in full as if she had fulfilled all the mitzvos. In fact, Hashem does

this for every Jew. He considers one’s intentions to do a mitzvah as if he had actually done it. When we accept the

yoke of Malchus Shomayim (Heavenly Sovereignty) wholeheartedly and with the intention of fulfilling each and

every mitzvah, Hashem will repay us in this world and in the World-to-Come.”   

A Wise Man would say:

   “Wisdom usually comes with age, although I know some people for which age comes alone.”



the parsha and the Yom Tov and the lesson to be learned. become friends to save themselves. Obviously, this is not

llllyyyynnnn: There was once a chasid who was newly appointed

to the position of Rov in his town. This was a great honor

and he wanted very much to share this celebration with

his Rebbe. However, although in the past he always

traveled to his Rebbe to spend the Yom Tov of Shavuos

there, this year he decided not to go. On Shavuos, masses

of chassidim flock to be near the Rebbe, he reasoned.

The Beis Medrash will be jammed. If I want to speak

with the Rebbe privately, I’m better off staying home for

Shavuos and going to the Rebbe the following week. By

then things will have quieted down.

   Shavuos passed uneventfully and the next week, true to

his word, the chasid made his visit to the Rebbe. The

Rebbe inquired, “Nu, so how was Yom Tov?”

   Realizing that the Rebbe had sensed his absence over

the Yom Tov, he replied a bit sheepishly, “Rebbe, I

thought it would be preferable for me to call on the

Rebbe after Yom Tov, when the crowds have dispersed.

Then I would have a better opportunity to speak in

private and absorb the Rebbe’s Torah discourses.” 

    “Now I realize why there are so many rabbis who

don’t know how to learn,” the Rebbe retorted. “At Matan

Torah, a huge throng - the entire nation - gathered at the

foot of Har Sinai. Well, it was certainly possible that a

few individuals were turned off by the huge crowds.

Why be squashed like that? Let’s wait until tomorrow.

The big event will be over, and it won’t be so crowded.

Then we’ll come and learn Torah.” The Rebbe gazed

into the eyes of his chasid and concluded, “So they came

the next day. But by then, it was all over!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Our whole life is about making decisions that we

must live and prosper with. But sometimes we overthink

- we become an “Oiber-chacham” - too smart for our

own good. This is not the way of the Torah and this is

not what Hashem wants from us. This Yom Tov of

Kabbolas HaTorah, let us use our time wisely in the

pursuit of Torah study and Avodas Hashem. Otherwise,

we will wake up in the morning - and it’ll be too late!

27 ((((`̀̀̀kkkk----bbbb    zzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀    iiiiwwwwxxxxtttt))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddxxxxeeeezzzz    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxxcccc    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    mmmm`̀̀̀    ::::xxxxnnnneeee`̀̀̀    ddddiiiixxxxffffrrrr    ooooaaaa    xxxxffffrrrrllll`̀̀̀    iiiiaaaaxxxx
     The parsha in which Matan Torah is read is Parshas Yisro, which incorporates many lessons of proper conduct and

moral ethics, leading up to the revelation at Sinai; running away from honor, giving tribute to one’s elders, how to teach

Torah publicly, and respecting  the rights of individuals. Chazal learn out from this the lesson of  "vru,k vnse .rt lrs" -
“Proper conduct precedes Torah study.” Before the Torah could be given to Klal Yisroel, it was necessary for them to

imbue this all-important prerequisite, without which Torah could have no firm footing.

   In his youth, the great R’ Akiva Eiger ZT”L earned a widespread reputation as a remarkable genius who had already

achieved mastery over all areas of the Torah. For such a youth, it wasn’t too difficult to find willing suitors who would

be happy to have such a prodigy for a son-in-law. A certain wealthy man ended up with this privilege and during the

engagement period he invited his future son-in-law to his town so he could show him off before the local scholars. 

    Everyone was overjoyed and excited to meet the renowned scholar and they surrounded him with all types of

questions and intricate difficulties in learning. However, the groom just sat there silently; he could not answer a single

question. All the scholars were stunned, what happened to the great scholar they were told about? The father-in-law, too,

was greatly  disappointed and suffered no small amount of scorn in his community. He even considered annulling the

engagement and mentioned it to his future son-in-law. The groom apologized for having caused his father-in-law

anguish, but asked him to wait a couple of days before making a decision. Grudgingly, he agreed.

   Two days later, the young scholar walked into the Beis Medrash and immediately engaged a number of older scholars

in an intricate piece of Talmud. This time, he demonstrated a mastery of the topic at hand. He answered each and every

question put to him and resolved any and all doubts that arose. He proved his expertise and razor-sharp mind, and

everyone was awed. But what had happened a few days earlier? Why had he shut off his wells of wisdom until then? 

    Even this difficulty he resolved. Upon his arrival in town, he met another groom blessed with very fine qualities,

though far removed from his own genius. His father-in-law, too, wished to show off his future son-in-law to the

community, and indeed, the young groom was well received in town and made an excellent impression on all who met

him. Rightfully, he earned a very warm welcome in town. The young Akiva Eiger felt that this groom deserved his due

and did not want to overshadow him in any way. He therefore presented himself as an ignoramus until the other groom

left. Only after the first groom had departed did he reveal his greatness in Torah. Derech Eretz must take precedence

even to Torah!

    ((((ffffhhhh----hhhhiiii    eeeexxxxzzzziiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddppppggggnnnnaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmrrrrdddd    llllkkkk    ccccxxxxggggiiiieeee    ................    mmmmiiiiwwwwxxxxaaaaeeee    zzzzeeeelllleeeewwww    iiiiddddiiiieeee    xxxxwwwwaaaadddd    zzzzeeeeiiiiddddaaaa    iiiiyyyyiiiillllyyyydddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    iiiiddddiiiieeee
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xxxxaaaarrrr    eeee`̀̀̀    dddd`̀̀̀nnnnhhhhpppp    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiddddeeee    eeeezzzzyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ ppppwwwweeee    dddd`̀̀̀ppppwwww    ggggeeeexxxx    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    xxxxaaaarrrreeee
    dddd`̀̀̀nnnnhhhhpppp    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiddddeeee    eeeezzzzyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ ppppwwwweeee    dddd`̀̀̀ppppwwww    ggggeeeexxxx    eeeeiiiillllrrrr((((cccciiii----dddd))))    

    The whole “Sotah ordeal” seems to be extraneous. All

throughout the Torah, we employ a rule that if two

witnesses come and testify, we believe them. Why, then,

in the case of the Sotah, is she forced to undergo an

entire ritual to determine if she is righteous and pure or if

she has truly defiled herself with another man? 

   R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT”L gives us a brilliant

analysis based on a psychological profile. Human nature

is such that once a husband is obsessed with jealousy and

suspicion towards his wife, no force on earth can allay

these emotions. Not even a prophet who claims a Divine

knowledge of her innocence will truly satisfy him.

Although, according to Torah law, the truth of any claim

is established based on the testimony of two witnesses,

still, such testimony would not satisfy a jealous husband.

His doubts can be removed only by one incontrovertible

fact - a miraculous sign from Hashem.

   For this reason, the Torah ordains that Hashem’s Name

be dissolved in the water that the suspected woman is

then made to drink. Clearly, the entire procedure is not a

punishment for any wrongdoing. Rather it is designed to

ensure that the innocent wife will be fully accepted as

pure and righteous from the start, in her husband’s eyes.

Then domestic peace will be restored.

    This is what Chazal teach us: “Great is the peace

between man and wife, for the Torah has permitted the

Name of the Holy One, Blessed be He, which is written in

holiness, to be erased in the water.” (/tne ihkuj)

    dddd`̀̀̀nnnnhhhhppppeeee    ddddyyyyiiii`̀̀̀    zzzzggggzzzz    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhyyyyzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀ppppwwwwdddd    zzzzxxxxeeeezzzz    zzzz`̀̀̀ffff    ((((hhhhkkkk----dddd))))

   Parshas Naso only rarely falls out before Shavuos,

but since upon occasion it does - like this very year - it

is incumbent upon us to understand the connection of

between

    The answer, says the Lubavitcher Rebbe, is that this sin

of adultery is not just an isolated act of dishonor between

a husband and a wife. Rather, it is the prototype of all

sins. The Jewish people as a whole are regarded as the

“wife” of the Almighty and He is our “groom.” The bond

forged between us and Hakadosh Boruch Hu at Har Sinai

was no less than a marriage between two parties. And so,

every time a Jew commits a sin, however slight, he is

betraying the covenant, the “marriage contract” between

himself and Hashem. He is guilty of spiritual infidelity,

unfaithfulness to his Divine partner. This is why even a

trivial sin is considered ,uya - folly. Because it brings

about a severing of the link between man and the

Almighty. Because it is an act of infidelity, intervening in

the marriage between Hashem and his beloved Jew.

   And this is the lesson that we must incorporate from

Parshas Naso before the Yom Tov of Shavuos. If we

intend to renew our “marriage vows” on this special

holiday, than we must make sure not to betray our

betrothed through unfaithfulness brought about by sin.

    xxxxdddddddd    ccccbbbbpppp    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    mmmmyyyy    ooooggggiiiieeee    ............    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxaaaaccccnnnn    eeee`̀̀̀aaaaiiiieeee((((aaaa----hhhhiiii    eeeexxxxzzzziiii))))

   The gemara (/zye ohjcz) writes that at the time the

Torah was being given to Bnei Yisroel, the nations of

the world gathered around Bilaam Harasha, and asked

him: “Is there a flood coming to the world?” He replied,

"i,h ungk zug wv" - “Hashem will give might to His

people.” To this, the nations responded, ung ,t lrch wv"
"oukac - “Hashem will bless His people with peace.”

(Tehillim th:yf). We need to understand why the nations

thought a flood was being brought upon the world, and

why Bilaam and the nations responded as they did?

   R’ Meir Shapiro
 
ZT”L notes that unity is usually the

result of a danger or threat to two parties. Different

groups, which would otherwise be enemies, now suddenly
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   The Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel

Schneerson ZT”L asks: The gemara (/d vyux) writes: “A

person does not commit a transgression unless a spirit of

folly enters him. As it says, ‘If a man’s wife goes astray

and commits a sin against him.’” Why is this sin, of all

the many transgressions, the one that most conclusively

shows that sin is always irrational? There must be some

deeper connection beyond the verbal similarity of "v )y ,«a .T"
(go astray) and "v )y ,a .T" - (act foolish), between an act of

infidelity and sin in general.

true unity; as soon as the danger disappears they become

enemies once again. Since the flood, until Matan Torah,

there was no time when such diverse groups had banded

together. In the time of Noach, all sorts of animals lived

in peace together in the ark, where they were saved from

the floods ravaging the earth outside. However, this type

of peace is not what we strive for. Instead, we desire

peace even when quiet and tranquility are the order. 

  When Bnei Yisroel camped in preparation to receive the

Torah, it was “as one man with one heart.” The nations



Halberstam ZT”L on his behalf.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmppppaaaaxxxxwwww    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeaaaaiiiixxxxwwwwiiii    mmmmeeeeiiiillll    ccccgggg`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiyyyypppp    mmmmeeeeiiiillll    ccccgggg`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiyyyypppp    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee                    ((((`̀̀̀iiii----ffff))))    

45

that he revealed the story behind the just-witnessed exultation.

    The day before, this husband and wife had come to him and insisted that they needed a divorce. The marriage was

untenable and the sooner he could give a get, the better. R’ Meir Simcha heard each side out but neither one was budging

and an air of angry desperation enveloped the room. Finally, R’ Meir Simcha asked them if they had any children. One

young son, was the reply. And who was to become the child’s guardian? Who would be taking care of the boy? At that

point, the husband and wife hemmed and hawed, explaining that they hadn’t made a decision about that issue yet. R’

Meir Simcha sighed and told them to come back the next day with their son in tow.

    The next day, the couple was back, this time with the boy. R’ Meir Simcha took the child on his lap and began

stroking his head. Then without warning, he began to sob as he told the boy in a quiet, almost inaudible voice, “My

child, what is to become of you? Although your parents may be alive, you will be an orphan with no mother and no

father! A whj ou,hw - An orphan with live parents, but an orphan nonetheless!” His tears flowed onto the child’s hair.

    Immediately, the young boy burst into tears and began screaming, “Mama, Tateh! Mama, Tateh!” 

    What a heart-breaking sight! Whose heart could not be moved by the cries of the Gadol Hador and this young child

mingled together? And then the dam burst! First, the mother burst into a hysterical shriek, followed by the father’s loud

sobbing. All four were uncontrollable in their miserable cries.

   After a moment, the father announced through his tears that he would do what he could to make the marriage work for

the sake of the boy, and his wife immediately concurred. They were not getting a divorce after all!

    Suddenly, R’ Meir Simcha stood up! His tears were gone, replaced with a huge smile from ear to ear. “Boruch

Hashem, what a gevaldiga simcha! Let us dance and rejoice!” They all stood up, clasped hands and began singing and

dancing. How great is peace between a husband and wife - how joyful is Hashem when we make true peace!

((((zzzzeeeerrrreeeeaaaayyyyllll    zzzzeeeennnnccccwwww`̀̀̀    xxxxccccqqqq))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ̀̀̀̀ zzzziiiixxxxeeee`̀̀̀    oooollll    xxxxqqqqnnnneeee    ooooaaaa    iiiirrrrxxxxzzzz`̀̀̀eeee    iiiiaaaavvvv    ̀̀̀̀ zzzziiiixxxxzzzzaaaaeeee    ̀̀̀̀ nnnnccccwwwwaaaa    ooooiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddd    mmmmnnnneeeexxxxnnnn
   There was once a chasid of the tzaddik, R’ Moshele of Rozvadov ZT”L, by the name of Yechiel Meir. He was

wealthy, well-respected and a prominent chasid who was accorded great honor in Rozvadov whenever he visited on Yom

Tov and other occasions. One year, before Shavuos, as he made preparations to travel to his Rebbe for the upcoming Yom

Tov, he received a summons requesting his presence in court for a serious matter pertaining to his business. Yechiel Meir

examined the paper in his hand and checked his calendar. Then, he looked again and rechecked his calendar. Yes, there

was no mistake. The wealthy chasid held a summons requesting him in court on the second day of Shavuos.

   There was a lot at stake in the trial, for Yechiel Meir of Baranov would be up against a non-Jew in court. But it seemed

that a negative verdict was a foregone conclusion - especially because of his destined absence. Worried and distressed,

he decided to travel to Rozvadov a few days before Yom Tov to consult with his Rebbe, while at the very same time, he

sent his sons to the city of Shinov and asked them to procure a blessing from the holy Shinover Rov, R’ Yechezkel
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  EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                       

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

  

   The Mishna in Avos (sh-t) writes: "?hk hn hk hbt iht ot" -
“If I don’t care for myself, who will care for me?”

"?hbt vn hnmgk hbtafu" - “But if all I care about is myself,

(self-centered) than what am I?” "?h,nht uhafg tk otu" -
“And if not now - than when?”

   R’ Moshe Goldberger Shlit’a gives us a fascinating

and unique understanding. "?hk hn hk hbt iht ot" - If I do

not become all that I can be and use all the talents and

attributes that Hashem has bestowed upon me - than what

good am I? Who am I really? However, "hnmgk hbtaf" -
When I express my ",uhnmg" - my uniqueness, my inner

being - by becoming all that I can possibly be ....  "hbt vn"
- HOW GREAT AM I? ("vn" as in "wv lhagn ucr vn" -
“How great are your works, Hashem.”) HOW GREAT

is the power of the individual when he utilizes his talents

for the service of Hashem!

    But this begs the obvious question: How can we live

up to our fullest potential? How do we know how far we

have to go to achieve this level of greatness? Thus, the

end of the Mishna answers the question: uhafg tk otu"
"?h,nht - If not now, than when. When? When a person

takes every opportunity afforded him to grow, to learn, to

do chessed, to self-express. This is his true potential.

   Similarly, in Parshas Naso, we read the exact same

words 12 times in a row as each Nasi brought the very

same Korbon. Couldn’t the Torah have simply written

the words one time and included all 12 Nesiim? Yet,

once again, the Torah is teaching us the power of

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

 R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

individuality, of ,uhnmg. Each Nasi, on his own, chose to

bring this Korbon which, as it turned out, was identical to

the other 12 of his fellow Nesiim! Yet, the Torah is

impressing upon us the beauty and importance of every

single individual - even if on the outside, he looks no

different than anyone else.

     R’ Ezriel Tauber Shlit’a said the following: The first

2,000 years of the world’s existence were known as "uv,"
- “Emptiness” since the Torah had not yet been given.

The second 2,000 years were called "vagb" - “Action” as

Klal Yisroel received the Torah on Har Sinai and now

knew what they had to do. The last 2,000 years - the

period we are in now - is known as "gnab". This period

commenced a new era with Rabbi Akivah, who not only

commented on the words of the Torah, but even on the

crowns on top of the letters. This is the dawn of

self-expression, when the Mishna, Gemara and thousands

of commentaries shed their light, ideas and clarifications,

on the Torah. It is called "gnab" because everyone hears

things differently and each and every person can add their

own special sparkle and interpretation to the Torah. By

remaining 100% true to Halacha and Mesorah, we can

look inside ourselves and find what we can achieve and

contribute to our precious Torah and Yiddishkeit.

    This is the lesson of "hbt vn" - HOW GREAT is the

power of every single individual! We should never

underestimate ourselves - each one of us has a unique

mission that no one else in this world can fulfill!

    Incredibly, even before he left for Rozvadov, he received a reply from Shinov. “The Divrei Yechezkel says that he

expects you in Shinov for Shavuos.” In Shinov? But Yechiel Meir was expected in Rozvadov. Besides, the Rebbe of

Rozvadov was a well-known miracle worker. How could he excuse himself from his Rebbe’s court this Shavuos, the day

of the ill-fated trial, to be someplace else?

    When he arrived in Rozvadov before Yom Tov, Yechiel Meir informed his Rebbe of the upcoming court case. “The

judge is not favorably inclined toward Jews,” he said. “He is sure to rule against me, all the more so since I will be

absent. I already asked the Divrei Yechezkel for his berachah,” Yechiel Meir added, “and he told me that I must be with

him for Shavuos.”

   R’ Moshele of Rozvadov listened attentively to his chasid’s predicament. “Go to Shinov,” he instructed the

surprised chasid. And so Yechiel Meir found himself in Shinov for Shavuos, where thousands of chassidim,

rabbonim, and communal leaders gathered to absorb the kedushah and Torah emanating from the saintly Shinover

Rov. Due to the throng of people, however, Yechiel Meir felt lost, neglected, and ignored. In Shinov, the prominent

Rozvadover chasid was a nobody. Yom Tov for him, was a bit disappointing.

   On the second day of Yom Tov, as Yechiel Meir was attending the Rebbe’s tisch, he suddenly heard his name being
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((((eeeekkkk----eeee))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmeeeellllyyyy    jjjjllll    mmmmyyyyiiiieeee    jjjjiiiillll`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiipppptttt    ''''dddd    ̀̀̀̀ yyyyiiii
    According to many poskim, just as the kohanim have a specific mitzvah to bless Klal Yisroel with their unique

tri-fold blessing, the non-kohanim have a similar mitzvah to participate in the blessing by concentrating on the

words of the beracha being said, and answering Amen appropriately. Since the last of the Priestly Blessings

concludes with a plea for everlasting peace, it is the responsibility of every Jew - not just the Kohanim - to instill

and ensure in ourselves, our spouses and our children, that Sholom - Peace, reigns supreme. In fact, Rav Chanina

Segan HaKohanim interprets this blessing as such: "ouka lk oahu" - “He shall put for you peace” - in your homes. 

    A visitor to the home of the famed Ohr Someach, R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk ZT”L, once came

across an unusual and unbelievable sight. Entering the Rov’s inner chamber, he first heard joyous singing and then

saw R’ Meir Simcha, himself, locking arms with a man on one side, a young boy on the other side, as they were

clutching the hands of a third person - a woman! The four individuals were slowly dancing in a wide circle! What an

incredible sight! The Ohr Someach, the Gadol Hador, was singing and dancing in his private room with what

appeared to be a husband, a wife and a small child! What was this all about?

    After a few moments, the circle broke up but not the huge smiles and hearty grins on the faces of all those present.

It was only when the three took leave of the Rov, amidst a showering of blessings, and he settled back into his chair,
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well hidden, but suddenly, he realized that nothing untoward was happening; R’ Sholom’s melodious voice was stillelaborates on this theme. Chazal teach us that at Har on Tavor (by Shiras Devorah), they said, whfbt wvk hfbt
 

saw this and thought that perhaps this unity was because

of the danger of a flood coming to the world. But Bilaam

knew the truth and replied, “Hashem will give might to

His people” - meaning that this is real unity, the strength

and might of the Torah is a true unifying force. At this

point, the nations replied, “Hashem will bless His people

with peace” - in other words, this peace is not a result of

curse or danger in the world, but instead a result of blessing.

    The Torah is the true unifying force of the Jewish

people: “Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its

paths are peace” (zh-d hkan). By following the

instructions laid out in the Torah and observing all its

mitzvos, this will lead to a society functioning perfectly,

with each of its members performing his unique role

and living in complete harmony with everyone else.

    jjjjeeeezzzznnnn    xxxxddddaaaa    mmmmkkkkllllddddwwww    llllkkkk    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxaaaacccc    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaaccccdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ssssqqqqiiii    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    lllleeeeccccbbbb    lllleeeewwww    llllttttxxxxrrrrddddeeee    oooopppprrrrdddd    yyyy`̀̀̀dddd((((hhhhiiii----dddd    ooooppppggggzzzz`̀̀̀eeee))))

   “Rav Yehoshua ben Levi said, ‘What is the meaning of

the posuk, ‘His cheeks are like a bed of fragrant spices?’

(dh-v ohrhav rha) To teach us that with each one of the

Ten Commandments that Hashem spoke on Sinai, the

whole world was filled with fragrant spices.” (:jp ,ca)
  R’ Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov ZT”L (Bnei Yissaschar),

writes that the sin of Adam HaRishon involved all of the

human senses, with the exception of the sense of smell.

The posuk in Parshas Beraishis (u-d) states: “The woman

saw that the tree was good to eat, and it was desirable to

the sight, and she took from its fruit and ate .... And they

heard the voice of the Lord.” The sense of smell is not at

all mentioned here and therefore we can surmise that it

was not adversely affected by the sin. The sense of smell

remains essentially a spiritual sense, one from which the

soul, rather than the body, derives pleasure.

    The Shem M’Shmuel, R’ Shmuel Borenstein ZT”L,  

   This contains an important lesson for us in our daily

lives. When one wishes to improve oneself, he needs to

start the Teshuva process from an unstained point. This

may be very hard, but if one searches deeply enough

inside his spiritual makeup, one will find some element of

his character which is pure. Only from there can the

ability to improve spread to the rest of one’s personality.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    xxxxdddddddd    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx    llll`̀̀̀    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxdddd    llllrrrr    ''''dddd    ccccxxxxiiiieeee((((kkkk----hhhhiiii    eeeexxxxzzzziiii))))

    When the Torah was about to be given, Har Tavor and

Har Carmel, two of the largest mountains in the region,

presented themselves before the Almighty for

consideration as the site for Kabbolas HaTorah and the

Divine Revelation. They imagined themselves more

eligible for this honor than any other mountain due to

their impressive size. A Heavenly voice rang out and said

to them, “Why do you compete with Har Sinai? You are

full of blemishes.” It was their arrogance and pride which

disqualified them and rendered them “blemished” and

unfit for this special honor. About this, said Rav Ashi

(/yf vkhdn): “We learn from here that an arrogant person

is deemed a ‘blemished’ person.” 

    But whatever happened to these two mountains, Tavor

and Carmel? Did they just fade away, quietly swallowed

up into the annals of history, to be vilified for all eternity

for their “blemish” that disallowed them from

participating in the single greatest manifestation of

G-dliness on this world - Kabbolas HaTorah?

    In fact, they did not fade away for all eternity. Rashi in

Navi (d-v ohypua) quotes a Medrash: “Hashem did not

deny a reward to (Mts.) Tavor and Carmel after they

tried to have the Torah given on them, but ended up

leaving in disgrace. Said the Holy One Blessed be He, ‘In

the end, I will pay them back doubly.’  At Sinai, it was

said, whfbtwlhekt wv  - ‘I am Hashem, your G-d,’ whereas
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6
called. He looked up in surprise. “In the name of the Shinover Rebbe,” the gabbai announced, “Reb Yechiel Meir of

Baranov is requested to come forward to receive shirayim (leftovers from a Rebbe’s meal) from the Rebbe!”

   Dazed, Yechiel Meir squeezed through the crowd to receive his morsel of food from the Rebbe’s platter. To receive

shirayim was a great honor and blessing. Face to face with the Rebbe, Yechiel Meir opened his trembling hands to

accept the shirayim. The Rebbe handed him the head of a fish, a great honor, with a warm smile. “Take a kop (head).

You need a kop.” Puzzled, Yechiel Meir accepted the small piece of fish.

   The day after Yom Tov, Yechiel Meir was surprised to see his sons in Shinov. “What are you doing here?” he asked

apprehensively. “What was the outcome of the trial?”

    “The trial did not take place,” they answered excitedly. “The goy who you were up against was on his way to the

court, and the horse he was riding gave him such a kop (kick in Polish) that the man died instantly!”

    A kop! Suddenly, Yechiel Meir understood the Shinover Rebbe’s words. When the Rebbe handed him the kop, the

head of the fish, the accuser’s horse dealt its master the fatal kop, kick. The case was automatically dismissed.

    When the Shinover Rov heard the chain of events, he observed with a twinkle in his eye, “Sometimes a miracle is

necessary to instill faith in the Creator.”

((((bbbb----bbbb    zzzzeeeexxxx    zzzzlllliiiibbbbnnnn))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    zzzzeeeezzzzyyyylllleeee    lllleeeekkkk`̀̀̀llll    eeeezzzzllllkkkk    ccccrrrr    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀llll    iiiirrrrcccceeeezzzz    llll`̀̀̀    ooooxxxxeeeebbbbdddd    zzzzccccxxxxiiiieeee    jjjjiiiillllrrrr    jjjjiiiizzzzeeeellllnnnnyyyy    zzzznnnnyyyyeeee    zzzzkkkkqqqqeeee    zzzzvvvvggggxxxxeeee
     At the end of Megilas Rus, we read that the great King of Israel,  Dovid Hamelech, was in fact, a descendant of Rus,

the Moavite woman who was widowed from her husband. The Megilah details how she converted to Judaism and, in an

amazing turn of events, ended up marrying Boaz, the Jewish leader at that time, ultimately giving birth to his child and

the future Royal dynasty. The Seforim Hakedoshim explain that when a spectacular event is about to happen in this

world, Hashem will often hide the progression of events so that the Satan should not get wind of it and attempt to disrupt

it with his considerable powers of impurity. Hence, the great Davidic dynasty was initiated through a convert to Judaism.

Similarly, Moshiach Ben Dovid is destined to come from an unlikely source so as to subvert the Satan  

   When R’ Sholom Rokeach ZT”L (Sar Shalom), who founded the Belzer dynasty, was a young man, he lived in the

home of his father-in-law, the Rebbe of Skolye. One day, soldiers from the Russian Army came to the town to conscript

young eligible men to fight for the motherland. They would snatch young men off the streets and drag them away to the

army. Naturally, the young men of the town quickly went into hiding, and the Skolye Rebbe begged his son-in-law, who

was then still young of years, to do the same.

    R’ Sholom did not wish to disobey his father-in-law’s plea, but he had his own idea of how to go about evading the

emissaries of the Czar. He immersed himself in a mikveh, washed and dressed himself in his finest Shabbos clothes, then

went out to the garden and sat down to study gemara.

    His father-in-law observed these actions with bewilderment. He even protested to his son-in-law that he was not

properly guarding his life. How could he consider himself hidden if he was out in the open? And in short time, his fears

were realized. Without warning, two soldiers burst into the Rebbe’s garden and headed straight towards the future Belzer

Rebbe! His heart sinking, the Skolye Rebbe began berating himself for not having seen to it that R’ Sholom had been

well hidden, but suddenly, he realized that nothing untoward had happened; R’ Sholom’s melodious voice was still

Sinai, the stain of sin which had attached itself to man

after the sin of Adam HaRishon, was eliminated and Klal

Yisroel again achieved immortality. It was not until the sin

of the cvzv kdg - Golden Calf, that this was reversed. So as

the ,urcsv ,rag - Ten Commandments, were spoken to

Klal Yisroel, they began to achieve this elusive rectificat-

ion. This had to begin with the sense that was already most

spiritually developed - the sense of smell. Once this

correction had begun, it was able to spread from this sense

to the other senses, which were damaged by the original

sin. Thus, Chazal tell us that the world was filled with

fragrant spices between each of the Commandments. 

wvrhat - ‘I am to Hashem, I will sing (to Him)’ and on

Carmel (after the miracle with Eliyohu HaNavi), they

said, wtuv wv 'ohektv tuv wvwohektv  - ‘Hashem, He is the

Lord, Hashem, He is the Lord.’”

    An amazing Medrash, indeed! Although they were

turned away in disgrace for their arrogance, Hashem

nevertheless, rewarded them doubly for even attempting to

host Matan Torah. What a lesson to be learned from here!

One never knows the final result of his actions or even of

his intentions. Even if one acts without perfect intent -

Hashem takes into account the entire picture including all

the circumstances involved, and rewards accordingly. 
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singing the words of the gemara.     

   Incredulously, he looked out and was amazed to see the soldiers in the garden, their vicious expressions transformed

into blissful smiles. They were admiring the apple tree in the yard, commenting on the extraordinary beauty of the fruit

and the heavenly smell. Ignoring their erstwhile quarry and oblivious to their mission, they ran to the tree and quickly

picked from it as many apples as they could, filling their bags with their pickings. When they were done, they cast one

last glance at the marvelous tree and then retreated out of the garden, not lifting a finger or even casting a sidelong glance

at the young Jewish man who was sitting nearby.

    When the Rebbe later questioned R’ Sholom about how he had come up with such an unusual plan and in what merit

he was saved, he explained that he learned it from a posuk in Megillas Rus (d-d). “When Rus’ mother-in-law, Naomi,

came up with the plan to have Rus secretly meet Boaz and persuade him to marry her, she instructed Rus to go to Boaz’s

threshing floor, telling her, ‘Bathe and anoint yourself, don your finery and ... do not make yourself known to the man.’ I

just followed her advice. I washed and dressed and knew that I would not be seen or known to any man!”


