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MRENGAL,  TeUnD
"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (137)
Honoring Seforim (cont.) Last week we discussed the halacha
that one is not permitted to reveal erva in front of seforim.
However, the ervos of a boy under nine and a girl under three is
not deemed erva and is permitted to be revealed in front of
seforim. Yet, there is a minhag, based on the Rema (1) not to do so.
Diapering a Baby in Front of Seforim. Even though the
minhag is not to reveal a child’s erva in front of seforim,
however, for a short period of time it is permitted to do so .
Therefore, changing a baby’s diaper in front of seforim and
kisvei kodesh is technically permitted (see further).

Analysis: A Child’s Waste. It is still necessary to analyze and
explain if revealing the human waste of a baby is permitted.
Based on the Gemara 3), the Shulchan Aruch rules @) that the
waste of a child who cannot eat a kzayis of grain food within 4
minutes (kdei achilas pras) does not count as human waste. This
is not an equal age by all children and is also hard to estimate.
The Kitzur Sh”A () (in some printings) writes that the waste of
a child under one year is not halachically considered waste
(mxw). However, the Misgeres Hashulchan ) rules that only a
baby under three months does have this leniency. As a result,
diapering children under these ages is technically permitted in
front of seforim, but over these ages, still might be problematic.

Temporary Exposure of Waste in Front of Seforim. The
Poskim rule that exposing waste in front of seforim for a short
period of time only, is not like bringing seforim into a toilet or
lavatory and is permitted (7. Therefore, it is basically permitted
to diaper even an older child in front of seforim. However, one
should only rely on this leniency when it is difficult to move the
child or diaper him or her in a place that has no seforim. But
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whenever one can, he should always try to honor the seforim by
moving elsewhere. (Ginzei Hakodesh 4[21], in the name of Rav
Elyashiv z#”’l.) Certainly when training a child, one should try
very hard to do so in a place where there are no seforim.

Toilet Training in Front of Seforim. In the customary way of
toilet or potty training, where the small child sits directly on a
potty with his body covering the exiting of the waste, the Poskim
rule it is also permitted in front of seforim . However, as
mentioned previously, if one can honor seforim by moving to a
place where the exiting of the waste is not “seen by the seforim”
it is highly preferable. Note: Next week we will introduce
another aspect of honoring seforim, regarding the halachos of
taking seforim into a toilet or bathroom - i.e. in an airport or train
station - and will be explained in greater depth iy ”H.
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The Mishnas Yaavetz (‘1 'o "), when explaining the words of
the Maggid Mishna on the Rambam (» 'o mow), says that there
are two ways to look at the rule of "oy P9 PN NwYN 11 PRY D'
The more accepted way is, that for a wb that is done without an action
(nwyn), one doesn't get malkus (lashes) because this punishment is
only given when one does a real action.Thus, if one transgresses this
wo with an action he would get malkus. However, the nywn
learns differently and holds that the fact that this w5 can be done
without an action, makes it a “weaker” w5, and on a weak W, one
doesn't receive malkus, even if he happens to do it with an action!
The Chinuch (17 mxn), when discussing the issur of "opmn N
(revenge), agrees with this assessment and says if there is a Wb that
is usually done without an action, even if a person happens to do it
with a real action, he will not get malkus! A Chiddush!
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R’ Yitzchok of Neshchiz z¢’l (Toldos Yitzchok) would say:
197 1IN 12 WYON 12 N9’ - Why is Pinchos’ lineage mentioned all the way back to Aharon Hakohen? Homiletically

we may say that Pinchos did his act of zealotry with a spear

- 'NM"' - as mentioned in last week’s parsha. The word nmn is

comprised of N"1n" - a hint to the 248 limbs of a person’s body. Pinchos gave his entire being to perform this courageous act,
using every last limb in his body. The letter "N in gematria is 13, which is equal to the value of the word 71NN’ - one or
unity. Just as Aharon Hakohen spent his entire existence pursuing peace and making sure there was unity amongst the nation,
and between husband and wife, so too, Pinchos unified the hearts of the people, an act worthy of his grandfather’s name.”

Chacham Rabbi Dovid Nechemias z£”’l (Machane Dan)would say:

“M5M VYNIN VYN INOM P21 179" - The Torah discusses the physical apportioning of the land, and to whom each
inheritance belongs. But just as there is a physical distribution in this world, there is also a spiritual distribution in the
Next World. Thus, 295" - to one who comes with many mifzvos and good deeds, "nn) N1’ - he will merit a great

portion in the World to Come, as it says in Pirkei Avos (2:
reward.’ On the other hand, "oyn>' - to one with little, "n>n) VYN - his portion will be small.”

A Wise Man would say: “Nobody can help everybody. But everybody can help somebody.
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The following story took place just a few weeks ago and it demonstrates the incredible Hashgacha Pratis that Hashem
favors on His beloved. A man from Eretz Yisroel arrived in the United States for the purpose of raising money to support
his family and marry off his children. As many collectors and meshulachim do, they bring with them lists of names of
potential donors who they feel will contribute mightily and allow them to reach their target amount in shorter time.

This particular fellow had a few names on his list, but one name stood out because it was the only one in that specific
city where he was headed. The name was a Doctor Fuchs and the man, he was told, was not only a brilliant medical
professional, but also a tremendous Baal Tzedaka who gave very generously to those who came to his door.

The day after he arrived, the Israeli hired a taxi driver and told the man in Hebrew, that he was going to Dr. Fuchs. The
driver spoke Hebrew but he was unsure exactly who the man was referring to and he asked him to write it down on a piece
of paper. The Israeli wrote down, "09 97" and handed the paper to his driver. The driver nodded and they were off.

They drove for a while until they reached the town and the driver pulled up alongside a nice home with the name “Fox”
emblazoned on the mailbox. He had read the paper and understood that he wished to go to Dr. Fox, a well-known
dermatologist in the area. The Israeli was none the wiser and walked right up to ring the bell of the erstwhile Dr. Fox.

The good doctor opened the door and let the man in. He spoke to him for a few minutes and understood - although Dr.
Fox didn’t speak Hebrew very well - that he was collecting money. Their conversation was pleasant and friendly and as
Jews usually do, they even played “Jewish Geography” and learned that they had a mutual acquaintance in Israel. At one
point, the meshulach asked what kind of doctor he was and Dr. Fox explained, to the best of his ability, that he was a
dermatologist, a skin doctor, who specialized in treating people with all sorts of conditions that affect a person’s skin.

The Israeli became excited and said, “I, too, went to see a skin doctor recently in Israel and he told me that I have a few
warts (mb2) that need to be removed.” The Israeli even showed Dr. Fox what his “warts” looked like, and Dr. Fox, always
polite and professional, told the man he should come to his office. “Why don’t you let me remove them for free and you
won’t have to take care of it in Israel.” The Israeli was happy with the arrangement.

The next morning, the man showed up at Dr. Fox’s office and although he did not have an appointment, the doctor took
him right in and removed a number of growths - even more than the man had previously shown him. Thrilled beyond
belief, the Israeli showered the doctor with numerous blessings and said this chessed was even greater than the money he
would have collected. He continued to thank the doctor, over and over again, until he left the office.

The meshulach traveled around a bit and a few days later, he found himself in Toronto. He looked up an acquaintance
he knew in Canada and asked where he could stay for a few days. He was directed to the Gestetner home, where the man
from Israel was treated to a comfortable guest room and some warm Canadian hospitality.

On the second day after he arrived, the phone rang and a man calling from Arizona was on the line. It was Dr. Fox, and he
was urgently looking for the Israeli fellow who had been in his office earlier in the week. Dr. Fox was on vacation out west
when his office called to tell him the incredible news that the "warts” he had removed from the Israeli meshulach, were
actually cancerous growths and potentially very dangerous. Thankfully, Dr. Fox had removed even more than what he
originally saw and apparently, the cancer was removed. He needed to inform the patient right away but had no forwarding
address or number to call. Until he remembered the mutual friend in Israel and called him to ask about the whereabouts of his
Israeli patient. After some inquiries, Dr. Fox learned that he was staying at the Gestetner home in Toronto and tracked him
down! All while on vacation! He was more than astounded when the man got on the phone and listened in shock as he was

told about the danger to his life that was removed just a few days earlier. Dr. Fox was the right shaliach sent to save his life!

.. BAIO BRI W WK
(2 R EE0D) . /FD APINID NI TN

In the Haftorah, Eliyahu HaNavi took advantage of the
awe-inspiring moment on Har HaCarmel to eradicate the
“prophets” of Bal. Though it was an awesome sanctification
of Hashem’s name, Eliyahu was forced to flee to the city of
Be’er Sheva because of the bounty the wicked Queen Izevel
placed on his head. Chazal explain that Eliyahu and Pinchos
are the same person and the Seforno adds that due to
Pinchos’ zealous act, Hashem “struck a deal” with the angel
of death and he received a "0Y>w 12" - “covenant of peace”
which lengthened his life dramatically. How can it be that the
reward for Pinchos’ violent act which ended a life, is in effect

a covenant of peace to lengthen his own life?

R’ Meir Stern shlit’a explains that the nature of a person
is that even though he may understand that certain things are
bad for him, fleeting momentary pleasures create an inner
turmoil which battles his conscience, and causes him to
nonetheless indulge himself. “Both” Pinchos and Eliyahu
assuaged the inner turmoil of the Jewish Nation’s conscience
and gave them a chance at eternal life in the world to come
through killing Zimri and the false prophets. Though they
were violent acts of murder, they effectively closed those
terrible chapters in our history. Therefore, longevity was not
only a “good deal,” it was the fitting reward for someone who
lifted the impediment to Klal Yisroel’s eternal life.
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Prior to Moshe Rabbeinu’s petira, he beseeched Hashem that a qualified leader be appointed in his stead. The Medrash
says that Hashem responded to Moshe by saying, “Instead of advising ME not to forsake MY children, you should advise
MY CHILDREN not to forget ME when you are gone.” The next Parsha in the Torah discusses the Korban Tamid. The
question is, why is the Parshas Hatamid chosen to serve as this reminder never to forget Hashem?

As a child growing up, it was common to write letters from sleepaway camp. Yet, out of a whole stack of stationary maybe
two or three letters were ever penned. The obvious point of the letters was to show parents and grandparents that we love them
and didn’t forget them even while away at camp. To bring a korban once in a while wouldn’t show that we constantly
remember Hashem. But the Korban Tamid, brought twice a day, speaks volumes of our ahavas Hashem. The Chizkuni writes
on the posuk "»o 9 meyn P ny” that Har Sinai is mentioned because after this identical korban was brought on Har Sinai,
Hashem said I don’t want it to ever cease to exist. The machshava here is: Har Sinai was our most momentous occasion, our
marriage to Hashem through the Torah. Every time we bring the Tamid it reminds us of this occasion and our precious
relationship with Hashem. This was the exact purpose of the korban, as Hashem told Moshe “advise them not to forget me.”

In the selichos of wan " the paytan says, "PRNN 501 WIN WY NYIV D PRN).... 19 \NNH DoN" - The jewelry of a chosson
to his kallah is a constant reminder of his love for her. Losing the Korban Tamid is equivalent to a Kallah being robbed of her
jewelry. In our relationship with Hashem we must keep it fresh and new like it was at Har Sinai. With that sense of ahava,
may Hakadosh Boruch Hu rebuild the Bais filamikdash speedily, where we will finally be able to say WE ARE HOME!

ﬂ'@ﬂ ﬁg’ﬂ"ﬁ ﬂ'@“) ‘-2\@% the Beit Midrash below and sent one of the top scholars,
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Yom: In Baghdad, during the last half of the 19th century,
lived the great Tzaddik, Rabbeinu Yosef Chayim z¢”’l, the
famed author of Ben Ish Chai. The Chacham was not only
renowned for his tremendous Torah erudition and the
scholarly lessons he taught to his brethren on a regular
basis, it was also said that Rabbeinu Chayim had “Giluy
Eliyahu” - he saw and studied with Eliyahu HaNavi (Elijah
the Prophet) on a regular basis. This was never confirmed
nor did he ever deny it - it just remained a mystery.

Each and every Motzei Shabbat, the Ben Ish Chai would
go up to his study on the top level of his home and remain
there secluded for many hours. It was known that he was
not to be bothered at this special time, so naturally, many of
the promulgators of the idea that the Chacham learned with
Eliyahu HaNavi, assumed that this was his special time
with the prophet. A few people wished to find out for sure
for themselves and so they asked a very difficult question in
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Chacham Yehoshua Shaharbani z¢”’/, to go upstairs and ask
the Ben Ish Chai in person for the answer. This way, they
hoped to learn if he was indeed in the presence of Eliyahu.

R’ Yehoshua walked slowly up the stairs, silently praying
that his mission will bear fruit. But before he could reach the
top landing, the door to Rabbeinu Chayim’s study quickly
swung open and the Tzaddik himself stood there. “Chacham
Yehoshua,” he said, “In the Beit Midrash below they have an
important and difficult question. Here is the answer. Please
go and tell it to them right away!” He quickly delivered the
answer, and turned back and closed the door! That was the
closest anyone ever got to finding out if the legend was true!
Yems: “Pinchos zu Eliyahu” - as a result of the great act of
defending the honor of Hashem, Pinchos was given the Bris
Shalom, a covenant to which he attends to every day, at the
Bris Mila of every Jewish baby boy. Indeed, every person is
in the presence of Eliyahu HaNavi, when he attends a bris.
But who are the rarefied few who actually get to see him?

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
' GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

What is the message of the word "051M2" - among them? Obviously Pinchos did his act of zealousness by killing Zimri
and Kazbi “among” the people. In fact, the reason why Pinchos carried them on his spear publicly was to show the people
what happens to someone who acts immorally. The Kli Yakar explains as follows: “It says ‘among them’ (o>ma) and not
‘on them’ (0n1) because a sanctification of Hashem’s Name needs to be specifically among Bnei Yisroel. This informs us of
Pinchos’ praise: He was self-sacrificing to sanctify Hashem’s Name although he was among the congregation, which was a
dangerous situation due to Zimri’s relatives. Nevertheless, he risked his life.” The Alshich in Toras Moshe says similarly
that when Pinchos acted zealously, there were many people who were ready to kill him. He was not very popular among the
masses, but that did not deter him. His only intention was to do what was right, whether people would approve or not.

How often are we affected by “what will people say” or “what will people think of me” if I tell them that what they are
saying is lashon hara? Or if I keep my mouth shut when someone is insulting me and risk looking like a fool? Or if I put
myself out to help someone at the risk of being called a “sucker” (in Eretz Yisroel it is called a friar)!

Truly living B’'SOCHAM means being able to do what is the correct thing to do in the eyes of Hashem and not be
swayed by what THEY are going to say about me. People will always say things - that shouldn’t deter one from doing
good. And by the way, do you know who everyone else thinks is THEY? They think it is YOU! So let us all stop trying to
impress each other and truly live together B>’SOCHAM with the single-minded goal of doing the ratzon Hashem!




