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to see if His people, Klal Yisroel, truly love Him and want
to do Teshuvah. In the month of Nisan, Hashem tests the
rest of the world to see if they feel the same way about the
Jewish People, as they do about the Almighty. When

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (15)
Requirements for the Washing Cup. When the sages set up
the obligation to wash before eating bread, many details were
modeled after the washing of the kohanim from the copper
vessel (9) in the Bais Hamikdosh (1). They required that the
washing must be from a complete vessel, and be poured by a
human (8123 N3). The vessel must contain at least 3 ounces of
water (2. Preferably the washing cup, also known as a shepp,
should be: 1) free of any leaks due to holes or cracks, 2) not
chipped in the top edge, and 3) not wobbly in a way that some
of the water would spill out if left to stand by itself (3. Little
chips or a slight imbalance that cannot be seen right away do
not count @. Even holes and cracks that can be seen right away
do not always invalidate the pouring cup. Since these halachos
are very detailed, and proper washing cups are usually readily
available, we will not detail them but rather say that one should
use a pouring cup with the 3 above mentioned qualities.

Spout. If the vessel has a spout that sticks out high over the rest
of the rim (like many gardening and gas dispensing vessels),
one can only pour from the rest of the low rim. If the spout is
equally high to the rest of the rim (like many of the plastic
pitchers used at the table), one can pour from the whole top. If
the spout is lower than the rest of the rim (like many glass
pitchers), one can pour only from the spout, making sure that
the pour is wide enough to cover the whole hand, or at least till
past the knuckles, in one continuous pour The reason for the

R’ Yonason Eibeschutz ZT”L would say:
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Pharaoh enslaved Bnei Yisroel, Hashem waited until the
month of Nisan to send him the ultimate punishment. This
is the meaning of "05Y mn wTNN" - this month is for you -
Klal Yisroel - to payback the evil nations of the world.
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above is that only that part of the vessel that can hold water has
the status of a proper vessel and the water must come directly
from the vessel to the hand (5. By many weddings they place
large pitchers of water and glasses to wash from. Many of the
pitchers have low spouts and one should be careful to pour from
the low spout or to use the glasses.

Disposables. Most contemporary Poskin hold that throw-away
cups can be used for bread washing. This includes plastic,
styrofoam and even paper cups. However, it is better to use a
non-disposable type if available, since some Poskim disagree ).
Other Types of Vessels. If necessary one can use soda bottles
and cans as long as one cat get one a continuous flow to cover
the whole hand or at least till past the knuckles. Also one can
use any utensil that is made to contain liquids. Therefore, pots,
pans and bowls are valid. A ladle is also valid. One could ask
that this contradicts the above mentioned halacha that a wobbly
vessel that can loses water is not valid. The answer is that if the
whole vessel was made from the beginning to be used while
being held it doesn’t have to balance itself (7). If a vessel cannot
hold it’s hollow when the water is removed and falls in, it is not
valid. Thus, a hot water bottle or a plastic bag are not valid ).
House Faucets. A house faucet is not a proper containing
vessel and cannot be used. Even though some Poskim have
expressed a leniency when nothing else is available, they were
only talking about when there is a big barrel on top of the house
like in many Israeli homes (9), but not in our pipe systems.
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“Why does the posuk discuss the mitzvah of tefillin at the end of the parsha, right before beginning the next parsha

with, 'Ny19NSwA Y - ‘When Pharaoh let the people leave’? According to the Medrash, Pharaoh said ‘vay.’ This is
an expression of hopelessness, derived from the word »n» whose first two letters read ». Pharaoh had given up hope
of keeping the Jewish People enslaved. The Gemara rules that if a slave owner gives up hope of recapturing his
runaway slave, the slaveis now required to wear fefillin, as a freed slave is considered a full-fledged Jew. Thus, since
Pharaoh had given up hope by saying v, Klal Yisroel is now given the command regarding tefillin.”

R’ Tzvi Elimelech Shapira of Dinov ZT”’L (Bnei Yissoschar) would say:
“The yetzer hara often disguises himself as the yetzer tov. If the yetzer hara was unable to present some sins as
being mitzvos, many improper acts would have been avoided.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Wealth consists not in having a great many possessions, but in having very few wants.”
IR — 3w /N H) — 7781 129N DD A P PRSY 970 )79 DRt ) ’119’1719 phsis!
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It was a bright and clear Autumn morning and a young religious Jew was rushing to Boston’s Logan International
Airport tocatch a flight to Los Angeles. This was not a flight he could miss; quite a bit depended on him getting toL. A.
today and the business meeting he was scheduled to attend would not wait for him.

Thankfully, he reached the airport in time and was even able to settle down in the terminal for a few minutes while
waiting for hisfinal boarding call. Finally, he boarded the plane, watched the doors close, and sat down.

Herummaged around in his carry-on bag and then stopped. Frantic, he suddenlyrealized thathe had left his tefillin on
the seat next to him in the terminal boarding area. Immediately, he jumped out of his seat and approached a stewardess.
He politely explained the situation to her and asked if it would be possible for him to go back and retrieve his refillin.
They were on a seat, just a few short feet from the gate. It was, he said, very valuable and very important.

The stewardess, though, did not seem to be impressed. Citing procedure, she told him that once the doors of the plane
closed, no one was allowed off the plane. She could notify airport security and they could look for his items in the
terminal but she was not in a position to allow anyone off the plane.

After a few moments of arguing, he realized that she was useless. Not about to take this sitting down, he asked if he
could speak to the pilot to obtain special permission. Surely the pilot would understand. He caused enough of a ruckus
until finally, the pilot was consulted. But he, too, cited procedural rules and refused to comply.

Now, he was at a loss. He knew that he could not trust an airport worker to find his fefillin and hold onto them until he
got back. He was not about to lose this precious mitzvah, or let his holy tefillin get lost like that, so, not knowing what
elsetodo, he started yelling at the top of his lungs, “Tam going to lose my tefillin! They won’t let me get my refillin!”

Everyone turned to look at this young man gone crazy. The crew tried to hush him; at first they politely asked him to
be quiet and sit down. Soon, their entreaties became more forceful. But he refused to stop making a fuss - a rather loud
fuss. He carried on this way for a few more minutes, and even the other passengers began complaining. At that point, the
flight crew capitulated and told him that they would let him off the plane, simply because he was a nuisance. He assumed
that he could grab his tefillin from the terminal and run back onto the plane. The whole ordeal would take less than 90
seconds, but after letting him off the plane, they quickly closed and resealed the door once again and would not let him
back on. It was clear that they were not going to wait for him. No matter. He was not about to lose his fefillin, even if it
caused him greatinconvenience or cost his business aloss. Heleft the plane, never tore-board.

That flight was United Airlines, # 175; the second plane to reach the World Trade Center on the awful morning of
September 11,2001. The plane, and everyone aboard, disintegrated in a fiery ball that killed thousands of people in the
worst terrorist attack in history. Butone Jew was spared. This young man’s devotion to amitzvah saved his life.

The consequence of his actions does not end there. Originally, the terrorists planned for both towers to be struck
simultaneouslytomaximize theexplosive carnage. Later it was learned that dueto this whole tumult, the takeoff of flight
175 was delayed, causing a space of 18 minutes between the striking of the two towers. The fact of the matter is that this
delay made it possible for thousands more people to escape alive from both buildings. Literally thousands, if not tens of
thousands, of lives were spared during those 18 minutes because one Jew would not forsake his beloved tefillin.

(Thistrue storyis documented in the book, “Even in the Darkest Moments” by Zeev Breier.)
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Swm: There was once a kind and benevolent king who
was beloved by all his constituents. The people served
him and paid homage to him each and every day.

But the king was still unsure of the nature of the
people. Did they truly love him or was it all an act? He
decided to test them and devised a scheme whereby he
was able to convince himself of their total allegiance to
him. The people passed the test with flying colors and
the king was satisfied and happy.

A little while later, the king decided to test the people

once more. This time, though, it wasn’t to convince
himself of their loyalty to him; this time, he wanted to
discern if the people felt the same way about his children
as they did about him.

What he found out shocked him! The people hated his
children! They spoke cruelly about them and even meant to
do them harm. The king wouldn’t have it and he punished
thepeopleseverelyuntil theychanged theirattitude!

Sema: The holy “Sandler”, R Moshe Yaakov Rabikov
Z'T”’L explains that in the month of Tishrei, Hashem waits
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The Chasam Sofer, R> Moshe Sofer ZT”’L writes
that as we know, Hashem does not allow His Name to
be associated with evil or negative actions. By the tenth
plague, the killing of the Egyptian firstborn sons,
though, the Name of Hashem is specifically mentioned
a number of times: "D*I¥N NN P02 N 92YY” " N2 Y3 NOoN 'Y
- to teach us that killing the wicked people in this world
is not only good for the benefit of the world, it is good
for the benefit of the wicked person himself! Through
his death by the Hand of Hashem, the rasha is actually
bringing about a Kiddush Hashem!

There is another reason why Hashem Himself killed
the firstborn Egyptians and did not send the Angel of
Death as He would normally do. The Michtav Sofer,
R’ Shimon Sofer ZT”’L relates that the gemara (.7 n»n)
recounts a fascinating story how one time, the Angel of
Death was sent to kill a specific person, but by accident
he took the soul of a different person who had the same
name! Somehow, the angel made a mistake.

Now, we know that one of the three great merits
through which Bnei Yisroel was redeemed from
Egyptian bondage was because they did not alter their
Jewish names (00w nX ww ND). Had they changed their
names and took on those of their Egyptian neighbors,
then on the night of the tenth plague, it is conceivable
that the Angel of Death could have mixed up the names
and instead of killing Egyptians, he might have killed
Jews instead. Thus, Hashem would have had to do the
job Himself. But now that they did not change their
names and the Angel of Death would not have made
such a mistake, the very fact that Hashem did it Himself
is a demonstration of His love for His chosen people!
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Chazal derive from the words of the posuk: “And it shall
be a sign for you upon your hand,” that the Tefillin shel
Yad (worn on the hand) must be covered up to a certain
extent, for the Torah states "MNY 15" - “to you a sign.”
Consequently, it must be placed high up on the arm, on the
part which is usually covered over with one’s sleeve.

The second part of the posuk - “And for a memorial
between your eyes” - is coming to teach us that one who
sees the Tefillin shel Rosh (worn on the head) bound
between the eyes, will recall the miracle of Yerzias
Mitzrayimand speak of it. (Rashi).

The question is, why is this differentiation necessary?
Why are the Tefillin of the hand designated as an "mN" -
“Sign” solely for the individual wearing it to learn a
lesson, whereas the Tefillin of the head must serve as a
"W - “Memorial, ” to all who seeit?

R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”L makes the following
observation: It would appear that both the sign for the
individual and the memorial for the public is indeed
necessaryand, in fact, complementing each other. In order
to inspire others to remember the miracle of the exodus
from Egypt, the person himself must remember this
incident and be cognizant of its everlasting significance.
One cannot “preach” to others what he does not “practice”
himself and hope to be successful. After the person will
himself see the “sign” of the fefillin of the hand and act
accordingly, he will then influence others to follow his
lead, without having to utter any speeches but rather only
by letting other people see his tefillin on the head. Every
Jew has a responsibility not only to himself but also to
others. Of course, he must elevate his own spiritual nature
but at the same time he must try to inspire his fellow Jews.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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One of the greatest gifts that Hashem gave mankind is his conscience. When one acts 1mpr0perly, the only way to
change his ways is by tuning into that little voice inside that is talking to him and making him feel uncomfortable. A
conscience is your “Mashgiach Temidi on premises”! When a mashgiach points out a fault in another person, the first
thing that person does is to try to justify himself and his actions. It’s just too painful to hear that one has actually made a
mistake! That we are not ALWAYS right! If a person will constantly takes a defensive position when his conscience is
trying tosteer him right, he can destroyhis best friend and turn itinto his worst enemy!

This is precisely what happened to Pharaoh. He said “NO” to Moshe Rabbeinu one too many times that in the end he
destroyed his own conscience and as a result, his heart became hardened. The Ibn Ezra explains that when the posuk
states: “And Hashem hardened his heart,” - itis because Hashem was the One who put this defensive natureinto a person
andthen the person continues todeaden hisown conscience and harden hisown heart.

R’ Dovid Orlovsky Shlit’a is known to say: “If you don’t know where you are going - any road will take you there!” A
person’s inner feelings, doubts, misgivings about his own actions - these are theroad signs and traffic instructions on the
proper paths we must take in our lives. Sometimes we must STOP, other times YIELD, but if we pay careful attention to
ourinner conscience, it will surely put us on a ONE-WAY route to spiritual success!




