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| need for money and worldly goods.
terms of silver and gold. Did anyone mention or even offer silver and

| gold? Most definitely not. It follows that Bila'am was, after all, very
| greedy and that all he thought of and coveted was the wealth of others.

. | permitted to scrape it off before it dries, provided that it will leave behind
| astain. Since the garment remains soiled, removing the dirt cannot be

. | methods: 1) Scraping off the dirt with a fingernail. 2) Scraping off dirt
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Rashi comments that Bila'am's statement, "If Balak would give me his
house full of silver and gold", is indicative of his insatiable greed.
However, why should this statement be interpreted in a derogatory
manner, for there seems to be a parallel statement by the holy Rabbi Yosi
ben Kisma, "Even if you were to give me all the silver and gold in the

Explains R' Boruch Halevi Epstein ZT"L, the Ba'al Torah
Temimah, that upon closer study, it becomes clear that the two
statements cannot be compared. The man to whom Rabbi Yosi ben
Kisma gave his reply had offered him a fortune in golden dinars if he
would relocate to the man's city. To this Rabbi Yosi ben Kisma
responded, "Even if you were to give me all the silver and gold in the
world, I would dwell nowhere but in a place of Torah." Since he was
offered money, he answered in terms of money, implying that he had no

Bila'am, on the other hand, was offered great honor, yet he replied in
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If mud or moist dirt adhered to a garment and it is still wet, one is

considered an act of laundering. However, it is forbidden to use a brush
or to rub the garment vigorously.
One is permitted to remove the dirt only by one of the following

with the back of a knife, spoon, etc. 3)Wiping it off gently with a cloth.
4) Rubbing the reverse side of the garment until the dirt falls off.
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themselves, rises up and gathers in Heaven, as a testament before
Hashem. Now, by Aharon Hakohen, Chazal tell us that he was 2N
PRMY 12PN MY1IN IR AMN,DIVY 9NN DY - He loved and promoted
peace, He loved mankind and brought them closer to Torah. It therefore,
makes sense to say that Aharon's loving influence affected and infected
many of the Bnei Yisroel, and from all the breaths of air that emanated
from their mouths and gathered in Heaven, a "Cloud" was created that
accompanied them all throughout the desert."

The Ruzhiner was thoughtful for a moment and then with a twinkle in | ﬁ: v

his eye he said, "Actually, not only did Aharon love every fellow Yid, he
was also quite careful to afford each individual a proper respect and
Kavod befitting him. Therefore, these "clouds" that were formed as a
result of Aharon's love and respect, were aptly named and regarded by all
as " mMadn My
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The Malach - the messenger, in the Possuk, refers to Moshe Rabbeinu.
Why did Moshe, the paragon of humility, describe himself to the king of
Edom, as a Txon - literally translated as an angel?

The Lutzker Rov, R' Zalman Sorotzkin ZT"L, answers with a story
about one of the prominent Rabbis of Vilna who saw a Jewish farmer
driving a wagon pulled by a horse and an ox. The Rabbi admonished the
farmer against harnessing two different animals together, but the farmer
paid him no heed. The Rabbi tried to explain the severity of the
prohibition, but it was to no avail. Then the Rabbi changed tactics and
menacingly said, "Do you realize who is talking to you? I am the greatest
Rabbi of Vilna and if you refuse to obey me, I'll put you in Cherem the
moment I come home!" At this, the scared farmer unharnessed the ox.

Just like the Rabbi, Moshe, too, proudly presented himself as a Malach |

to the king of Edom. He did so to intimidate the king and gain permission
for Bnei Yisroel to pass through his country. The fact that his "boasting"
had no effect, proves that the fingernail of a simple J ewish farmer is a
thousand times greater than the bloated stomach of the king of Edom.
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A Chassid once came to enjoy the holiness of a Shabbos in the

| presence of his Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Ruzhin ZT"L. It was the Shabbos

of Parshas Chukas and the Rebbe spoke at great length by the Friday

- evening Tish about the great miracles that Bnei Yisroel experienced in
honor of 3 great Tzaddikim: The D»n ©N N2 - the well of water, in

honor of Miriam, the Yyn Tmy - the pillar of clouds, in honor of Aharon

| Hakohen, and the y1 - the Manna, in honor of Moshe Rabbeinu. The

Rebbe continued on this theme the entire Shabbos. At Shabbos end, the
man went to bid goodbye to the Ruzhiner and the Rebbe, once again,

| brought up the topic of the three great miracles.

With great trepidation, the Chassid ventured forth a question. "Rebbe,
why were these clouds of glory given in honor of Aharon Hakohen, and
why were they called the 7257 »My?"

The Rebbe looked at him and said, "We have a Kabbalah handed

| down from generation to generation that every breath of air that comes

out of the mouths of Jews who truly care and love one another as they do




