
     dhushuv cuhj kg vz trenn snk (wt wkv wt erp) vcua, wkvc o"cnr
rcg ot vag, tk ihc vag ihc vru,ca ,umn kf :k"zu 'vcua, kgck
utyjn cuahu vcua, vaghaf vddac ihc iuszc ihc ivn ,jt kg ost
wudu uagh hf vat ut aht :rntba 'tuv lurc ktv hbpk ,usu,vk chhj
smhf 'vag ,umn vz hushu 'ohrcs hushu vz - uag rat o,tyj ,t usu,vu
hrvu lfu lf h,hagu lhbpk h,gap h,hug h,tyj oav tbt :rnut 'ihsu,n
kfu 'hushu ka urehg uvzu 'vz rcsk rzuj hbht okugku hagnc h,aucu h,njb
,utyj hkgc ifu /jcuan vz hrv vz ihbgc lhrtnu ,usu,vk vcrnv
ivk rpf,n iht ibusz kg ut i,dda kg ivh,ubcre ihthcna ,gc ,unatu
tyj rat vsu,vu rntba ohrcs hushu usu,hu vcua, uagha sg obcrec
ivk rpf,n iht ,uekn hchhujnu ihs ,hc ,u,hn hchhujn kf ifu 'vhkg
ehznvu urhcjc kcujv ifu 'usu,hu vcua, uagha sg i,hhekc ut i,,hnc
vsu,ha sg rpf,n ubht uk chhj tuva vn uk okhaa hp kg ;t ubunn

/k"fg ostv ,utyj kfn rntba okugk vzf ,uagkn cuahu
kfk osue tuvu 'hushuv thv vcua,v ,umn suxh rehg hf ohsnk ubhmnb    
ut vke iuugu tyj vzhtc g"k kafb rat ahtv hf 'ohbueh,v rta
atrc hzt 'wv kt cre,vku odpa vn ie,k ubumrc vkgh ratf 'vrunj

 

wv hbpk vsu,hu vaga vn kf kg vrund vyrjc yrj,vk uhkg vbuatrcu
rtc,ba vn kff vcua,v hbueh,c euxgk khj,h lf rjt eru 'ihsfu ,sf

 /,uagk vn ,sf ohausev ohrpxc
wv ltkn kt ogkc rnthuw euxpv kg (wf varp ekc) arsnc t,htu     
vcua, tkt ,uhbgrupv hbpn snug ihta gsuhu ourg gar vhva w -h,tyj
ohrcsvu /f"g uc gdhk ltknk ,uar iht h,tyj rnutu tyuja hn kfa
v,utcu 'ohrunt ohrcsv ogkcf gaurn garc hrva ohtkpbu oheung
hukd vhv if hp kg ;tu 'ktrah ,hc orf kf ,t ,ukfk u,gsc vhv vga
kfuh tk ltkn od hrv h,tyj rnth ota 'hushu ka vjuf ksud uhbpk gushu
ub,ut chhjk lhrm vz hrv if otu /esmc uk ghdn abugv ot ;tu 'uk grvk
ehsmvk vxbh kt tyj vzhtc oukau xj ostv kafb ota 'vnfu vnf hp
iht omgcu lf kf oat vhv tka oheunhbu ohngy vnfu vnfc unmg ,t
tuv lhrm vbuatrcu atrc vcrst tkt 'vzk vnusfu lf kf kusd tyjv
lf kg yrj,n hbbvu h,gapu h,hug h,tyj tkn vpc rnthu utyjc rhfha
'sck vpv ,rhntc hs tka icunfu /sug vkxfk cuat tku vrund vyrjc
vbuufc urntk ah ifku 'uckca vyrjv ,t uhpc tyck tuv hushuv rehg hf

/vz hushu hsh kg vru, ka vag ,uumn ohhena uckc cuajhu ',ubh,ncu

   tvturv kfa 'lk rnuk 'vyux ,arpk rhzb ,arp vfnxb vnk"h"ar
rhzh '(vkuekec v"s /c vyux h"ar) wufu v,accu vkuuhbcw-vkuekec vyux
'luphvk vrutfk tkv 'ihcvk ahu  /";uthb hshk thcn tuva 'ihhv in unmg
tuv od kafhha kkf auajk uk iht 'v,accu vkuuhbc vyux vtura hna
'v,unf vhvh tk upuxa hsf vc kafhvk tk r,uhc rvzhh hrva 'vtyjc
  /["wufu kguc ka ufrhu ubyc-lrh kpbku iyc ,ucmk" (cf-v) h"arc ihhughfu]

wv cahhu     ,uph ohbpiuhf) 'sutn ehzn gr rcsc ,ukf,xva hpk 'ubhhbg" 'w
hcdk ubhmna unfu '(r,uhc uhkt kf,xnv ,t ,rcjn rcsc ,ukf,xva
,,jav kg vrujt yhcvk tka ohftknv hsh kg urvzuva 'u,atu yuk
kgu 'wufu ,ubgrup v,utn vgdpb uz vrvztk v,ga tka yuk ,atu 'ousx
od ohbubz jur xbfhhu 'v,tnuy uvdhah 'wufu vkuekec vyux vturv if
,hh,au ,hrnujv vuut,v yughnc 'vkusd vejrv lhrm tuv ifku 'ucrec

/"hrnujv urmh ,t ghbfvk hsf grpv kushd kuuhbcu 'ihhv
 rthc z"pku    exhrcn hukv z"hrdv'(zy-yf ohrcs) cu,fv hrcs ,t '

,tu '(h"ar) wohmeaf ohxutn uhva oa kgw-ovhmueha ,t utr,u"
'ofc ah ip /wudu (oa) wkkdf ohxutnu ohjrxun uhva oa kgw-ovhkukhd

,t sucgk ,fkk 'ubheukt wv ogn ouhv vbup ucck rat wufu vat ut aht
'z"hrdv vaevu /"vbgku atr vrp ara ofc ah ip 'ovv ohhudv hvukt
hn vcrst 'kkdf ohxutnu ohjrxunu ohmeaf ohxutn i,ut utr ot"
ohmeaf ohxutn o,ut ohtur ot oda 'vzn ibhzj" 'cahhu "?ovhkt vbph
tna auajk ah 'o,ut utr x"fuxa iuhf 'n"n 'kkdf ohxutnu ohjrxunu

/"vbgku atr vrup arua ofc ah ip"u 'ovhrjt ubph ovh,uchk
w rpxcu    cuy jek yuekh,ucr ohba rd vhva kusd j", kg rpuxn w

tka uhskh kg runak hsf ,ucr gdhu kng vz inz lancu ,hbukhj vchcxc
vhv 'cujrv kt u,hcn utmh uhskha p"fu ',kekuenv vchcxv og raeh
uz vrhnaa iuhfu 'cujrv hskh og urcj,h tka runak hsf o,ut vuukn
vchcx kt vrhs rucgk yhkjv 'vru, kuyhcu vcurn vjryc uk v,kg

jn ouenc ,hsrjv ,usvhv hscfb kt u,ykjv gsub ratf kct /,hsr'uhrud
caj,vk uhkgu 'ouenv ,t rhepvk uk kta 'vbgyc uhkt utcu uegszb
,t cuzgk uk vruvu z"hrdv kt lkvu 'oa uhrudn h"g oa ,usvhv euzhjc
tka hsf ',hbjurv u,cuy ignk od tkt 'uhskh lubhj ignk er tk ouenv

/,hrnujv vtnuyv kt r,uhc u,ut urcjha ohrcs oa vtrha h"g ezbhh
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Chacham Rabbeinu Yitzchok Karo ZT”L (Toldos Yitzchok) would say:

       “In the blessings of Birkas Kohanim, the first posuk has three words, which alludes to the three people called up

to the Torah on Mondays and Thursdays. The second posuk has five words, alluding to the five people called up on

the Yomim Tovim, and the last posuk has seven words, alluding to the seven people called up on Shabbos. It ends

with the word ‘Sholom’ and in order that there not be any arguments between the Kohanim, Leviim and Yisroelim, it

was determined that both sets receive eight aliyos in a week. Yisroelim receive five on Shabbos morning, one by

Mincha, and one each on Monday and Thursday, while the Kohanim and Leviim together receive two on Shabbos

morning and Mincha, and two on both Monday and Thursday. This way, there was no room to quarrel.”

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzpppppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy`̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀ yazwecytxyzpy`

      6:50 - y"r dgpnd blt       
zayl zexp zwlcd      * 8:05 - 

8:34 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    
`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:10 -

 10:25 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 
8:24 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
9:14 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -9:36
  [[[[""""ddddllllkkkk    iiii`̀̀̀eeeeaaaa""""    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiiyyyynnnn]]]]        zzzzaaaayyyydddd    zzzzllllaaaawwww    mmmmvvvvrrrr    oooonnnnffffnnnn    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀llll    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    mmmmccccwwwweeeennnn    wwwwiiiillllccccnnnnyyyy    iiiinnnn    ****

(4) vkr ohtrh rpx (3) /tk ,ca (2) z:df ,una (1)
vcua, hrga ihhg (6) sh:vf trehu (5) th:yh trehu

pe:d

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbooooooooooooooosssssssssssssss PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrssssssssssssssshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssss NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssooooooooooooooo ---------------Shabbos Parshas Naso -
ttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxwwwwwwwwww`̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀''''''''''cccccccccc̀`̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀aaaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeeeezzzzzzzzzz txw`'c`aez

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xhl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

    
 a"ryz oeiq a"i         June 2, 2012 -

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                       v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                               w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x
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Avodah was to sing, play musical instruments and create an

atmosphere of holiness through song and continuous praise

of the Almighty. They were chosen for this because this is

where their talents lie and they had no right to forgo this

privilege if they were uninterested or unwilling to sing. All   

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
NEW TOPIC: Avoiding Sheker (Falsehood) at all Costs

Introduction. The Torah states: "ejr, rea rcsn" - “Distance

yourself from falsehood.” (1) The unusual diction of the term

“distance yourself” is meant to teach us the severity of speaking

words that are untrue. Chazal tell us (2) that when a human being

comes before the Beis Din shel Maalah (Heavenly Tribunal) to

receive his ultimate judgment, the first question he is asked is

"vbuntc ,,bu ,tab" - “Did you deal honestly with others?”

Honesty and truth are of the utmost importance and one must be

careful every moment of his life in order to be able to answer

this question in an honorable manner. Also, the mitzvah of

Kiddush Shem Shamayim (Sanctifying the Heavenly Name) is

very often fulfilled in the eyes of the public - both Jewish and

Gentile - by dealing honestly and with integrity in all matters. 

    One of the hardships of keeping this prohibition is the fact that

there are a number of situations when one may refrain from

telling the full truth and as a result, a person can fool himself into

thinking that sheker is actually permitted in Halacha. It is

imperative for one to learn the parameters of the prohibitions and

leniencies regarding the issur of “Midvar Sheker Tirchak.” 

Categories of Lying. The classical Torah prohibition is when

one tells a lie in a way that causes a loss to another Jew. This

of Bnei Yisroel should learn a lesson from this that if you

have a talent, you’re expected by the Almighty to utilize it to

its fullest. If you can sing, daven for the Amud! If you can

speak, talk to others and assist them! If you can write, become

a scribe! If you have a G-d-given talent - don’t waste it!

    `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    mmmmiiiiiiiigggg    zzzzxxxxhhhhrrrr    lllllllleeeekkkk    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx 

would include denying that one received a loan from another; or

that he owes wages to another; or that he caused damages and

should be paying (3). Some of these might also fall under the

prohibition of "uajf, tk" - “Do not deny falsely” (4) and "ubu, tk" -
“Do not aggrieve others” (monetarily) by means of deception (5).

A Lie that Causes Another to Lose Later. The Torah prohibits

falsehood even when there is no loss to another at the present

time, but will lead to a loss in the future. An example of this is

when one befriends someone in a way that the other begins to

trust him and therefore will not be vigilant to save himself from a

future theft at the hands of his “friend” down the road.

A Lie that Prevents Another’s Potential Gain. Even if there

will be no actual loss, now or in the future, just preventing a gain

by deception is biblically prohibited. For example, Reuven sees

Shimon bidding on a house that he wants to buy, and tries to

dissuade Shimon from purchasing it by lying and claiming there

are numerous disadvantages in and about the house. Then, when

Shimon withdraws his bid, Reuven has someone else come in

and buy the house for him (6). This is a case where lying

prevented another from gaining, even if there was no actual loss.

A Lie When No One Loses. This is not a Torah prohibition. It is

derived from passages in the Navi as will be explained iy”h.
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R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”L (Noam Elimelech) would say: 

    “The purpose of the material world is to utilize it for spiritual elevation. Our goal is to obtain Torah knowledge and

fulfill mitzvos. But we cannot devote ourselves to these unless we have an appropriate amount of material possessions. For

example, to support a family, build a home, buy an esrog, tzitzis, or mezuzah, a person needs a sufficient amount of wealth.

The righteous person also wants material goods, but his goal is not wealth for its own sake, but only as means to an end.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “For true success ask yourself these four questions: Why? Why not? Why not me? Why not now?”

miigd xexva dxexv eznyp ̀ dz - oeiq f"ha hiivxd`i - l"f uxew diaeh 'x oa xhl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x ipwf p"irl ycwen
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ....................    rrrrxxxxffff    ddddrrrrxxxxffffppppeeee    ddddzzzzwwwwppppeeee    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddd    ddddxxxxeeeeddddhhhheeee    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀dddd    dddd`̀̀̀nnnnhhhhpppp    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmm`̀̀̀eeee((((ggggkkkk----dddd))))
     In order to affirm the innocence of a woman suspected of adultery, she is brought to the Bais HaMikdash and given the hn
vyux - the special water in which the ineffable Name of Hashem is dissolved to drink. If she is guilty, she suffers a gruesome
death. If she is innocent, she is showered with special blessings and returns to her husband with a renewed feeling of shalom

bayis. This restored relationship is so crucial and beloved to Hashem that He allows His holy Name to be erased for this purpose. 
     There are many vital tools that are necessities in building a Jewish home. Four of these may be learned out from the word
"vcvt" which means love. The first fundamental foundation in achieving domestic peace is "vbunt" which begins with an "t".
When one gets married, he must believe that his spouse is tailor-made by Hashem just for him. Everything Hashem does is

perfect and fair and only with this belief in Hashem can one move on to the letter "v" which stands for "cv" which means to give.
A good marriage is based on how much I can give, rather than how much can I get! R’ E. Dessler ZT”L teaches that the entire
purpose of marriage is to go from being a taker to a giver! This leads us to the third letter which is "c" and stands for ,hc (home).

One can only achieve true harmony at home if he is focused on the home! If one expends the majority of his time and thoughts
on other pursuits, his marriage will be lost. The last ingredient to shalom bayis is again the "v" which stands for the will of
Hashem. When a person asks himself, “What does Hashem want me to do in this situation?” - if it involves shalom bayis, the

answer is ANYTHING, even erase His holy Name , so that a Jewish home be filled with real AHAVA and true shalom bayis. 

        ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ccccrrrreeeennnn    lllldddd`̀̀̀aaaa    ̀̀̀̀ yyyynnnn    zzzzcccceeeeaaaarrrreeee    ddddcccceeeeaaaarrrr    zzzzcccceeeeaaaarrrr    ccccaaaarrrrllll    ̀̀̀̀ aaaadddd    llllkkkk((((ffffnnnn----cccc))))
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddppppeeeerrrr    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ yyyyzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddddddd    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀ddddeeee    ooooeeeerrrrnnnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    ddddwwwwppppeeee((((`̀̀̀llll----dddd))))
    The parsha of Sota contains numerous implications that affect the fabric of family life and the Sholom Bayis that is
misplaced between a husband and wife, not the least of which is the deep-rooted feelings of guilt the husband may feel
later at having caused his family to go through such a trying episode and bringing his wife - although in the end it was
proven that she rightfully deserved it - to an ignominious and painful death. The Baal HaTurim specifically addresses the
husband’s emotional spirit,  by rendering from the words of the posuk, “the man is innocent of any wrongdoing, but the

woman shall bear her sin,” that the husband is not to feel as if he caused his wife’s death, for the guilt is hers to bear alone.
    A painful episode took place during the second world war, after the Nazi beasts conducted yet another “Kinder-Aktion”

- a heart-wrenching roundup of young Jewish children from the ghetto, who were brought to a concentration camp for
internment. As was their practice, the Germans would “select” the healthier and stronger children for child labor, while the
weaker and more feeble children would be taken away to a place where their young and innocent lives were snuffed out by
inhuman monsters. As children were perhaps harder to control in a typical “selektion” process, the Nazi doctors would
enter the barracks late at night where the children were sleeping, and examine each child one-by-one. Then, they would
“mark” each child as follows: to the healthy children who were slated to live, they would place a cap on his head; the
weaker children who were to be liquidated would remain bare-headed, and even if they had a cap, it would be taken off
their heads. Of course, the children did not know about this formula and had no way to protect themselves beforehand.
     On the fateful night of the German examination, the night that would determine who would live the next day and who
would not, a child awoke and needed to relieve himself. As he stood up to walk to the back of the barracks, he could not
find his cap anywhere. He looked all about, but it simply was gone. This child came from a religious home and would not
think to walk around without a yarmulke or another such head-covering. So, as he couldn’t find his own cap, he decided to
“borrow” a cap from the child sleeping right next to him, who obviously didn’t need it at that very moment, as he lay in a
deep sleep with a blanket half covering his head. Taking the other boy’s cap, he went to the toilet area and came right back
afterward. He recited the blessing of “Asher Yatzar” as he had been taught, and without thinking further, he let the waves
of exhaustion overtake him and within seconds had fallen back into a deep sleep - with his friend’s cap still on his head!
     The next morning brought the chilling screams and shouts of the S.S. guards as they methodically separated the
children in the barracks and marched away any child they found without a cap on his head. The boy who had taken the cap
off his friend’s head watched in fear and horror, as his friend was led away, never to be seen or heard from again. 
     It was not much later that the remaining boys learned of the diabolical scheme of the Nazi beasts, and how all those
who were taken away had had their caps and head coverings removed the night before. When this young boy learned that
because he had taken his friend’s cap off his head in the middle of the night, he had unwittingly saved himself at the
expense of his friend’s terrible fate, he broke down in tears and an overpowering feeling of guilt. This guilt stayed with
him throughout the war, and it wasn’t until later, after he had survived the years of torture and starvation, that he was
finally able to approach a venerable rabbi, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit’a, and ask for some sort of absolution.  
     R’ Zilberstein explained to the boy that at the time, he had admirably followed the halacha of not walking four amos

without a head covering. And just as in the ruling in Mishna Berura (c-t) that if one wakes up and does not have water to
wash Netilas Yadayim, he may use his friend’s prepared water, so long as he replaces that water with new water before his
friend arises, so too, he was within his rights to borrow his friend’s cap. How could he have known what was to happen?
    Although deep down, the boy was racked with guilt, he was relieved to learn that halachically he is not considered
responsible or requiring atonement.      

                                            xxxxeeeennnn`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeekkkkxxxxaaaazzzz    ddddkkkk
        ................    jjjjxxxxnnnnyyyyiiiieeee    ''''dddd    jjjjkkkkxxxxaaaaiiii    ....mmmmddddllll                                                    ((((cccckkkk,,,,bbbbkkkk----eeee))))

    The Priestly Blessings are uplifting and enlightening, but

none more so than the first words: "lrnahu wv lfrch" - as Rashi

translates: “May Hashem bless you that your possessions

should be blessed.” To whom do these blessings apply?

Rashi further quotes two disparate explanations in the Sifri;

one says that the blessings are from the Kohanim to Bnei

Yisroel. The other is Hashem’s blessing to the Kohanim.

     According to the second understanding, one may ask:

Do the Kohanim require a special blessing for their

possessions? Haven’t we learned that the Kohanim are on a

higher spiritual plane than the rest of the nation, and

therefore they are to be supported solely by the people

through Terumos, Maasros (tithes) and the priestly gifts? If

so, why do they need a special blessing for their possessions?   

     The answer may be found in Sefer Taamei Haminhagim,

which tells of a righteous man by the name of R’ Akiva

Kohen ZT”L, who lived in the city of Prague over 150

years ago. He merited to marry a true Eishes Chayil who

bore him twelve sons and thirteen daughters. He

maintained a thriving business and disseminated Torah

through the many shiurim he gave. Of his thirteen daughters,

twelve married kohanim like himself, while the thirteenth

married a Levi, who became the father of the renowned

Shla’h Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurvitz ZT”L.

     R’ Akiva, the righteous kohen of Prague, was blessed

with bountiful possessions - both materially and through

the nachas he received from his large family. Additionally,

his possessions were blessed and thrived exponentially. On

Yomim Tovim, when R’ Akiva would get up to “duchen” -

to administer the Priestly Blessings, he would be accomp-

anied by twenty-four of his sons and sons-in-law and he

would quip, “This is the ultimate meaning of the words in

the posuk, wufrc, vfw - With wvfw (25) we have been blessed!”    
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    The second half of Parshas Naso, a full eighty-nine

posukim, describes the Torah’s lengthy and detailed account

of the sacrifices offered by the Nesiim (princes). As all the

Nesiim brought the same exact korban, many seek to under-

stand the reason why the Torah repeats the content of each

offering individually. The Ramban explains that rather than

simply relating the details of the korban with regard to one

prince, implying that he is of more importance than all the

others, the Torah reports it twelve individual times to grant

each Nasi his properly accorded respect. The Torah thus

devotes an entire chapter’s worth to extend to us this idea that

a person must be aware and sensitive to another’s feelings

and always show him respect, for “Middos makes the man.”

     The Ramchal writes that portraying good middos is a

prerequisite to keeping the Torah; it actually precedes the

mitzvos. Chazal tell us: “It is better to be called a fool all

one’s days than be wicked (unethical) for even one moment.”

(u-v ,uhsg) And yet, we know that if one is popular among

people (ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv jur), he finds favor in the eyes of

Hashem since public opinion is indeed of great significance.

     R’ Pesach Stein ZT”L, the Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe, sees

no contradiction here, for when discussing a mitzvah ost ihc
ouenk (between man and G-d), surely nothing can deter a

person from fulfilling the mitzvah, and its impression on his

social surroundings is irrelevant. However, with regard to ihc
urhcjk ost (between man and man) - a person’s interpersonal

relationship with his friend - there is almost no limit to the

extent one must deal with sensitivity and treat another with

respect. For by acting properly with others, this will make

him pleasing in the eyes of Hashem. Indeed the term ",ushn"
literally means “measurements.” Our goal and purpose is to

measure our actions and interactions properly and effectively

so that our lives are pleasant to the Almighty and to mankind.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: The renowned Finnish composer, Jean Sibelius, was a

prominent figure in the early 1900’s who played an

important role in the formation of the Finnish national

identity. His mastery of the orchestra and his symphonic

talents have been described as “prodigious.” 

     Sibelius was once hosting a party at which many of

those in attendance were businessmen. A close friend

approached him and wondered aloud, “Why in the world

would you invite so many businessmen to your party?

You’re a musician. What in the world could you possibly

have in common to talk to businessmen about?” 

    Sibelius shook his head in wonder. “I don’t understand. I

talk to them about music!”

    His friend was shocked. “Music? What do businessmen

know about music? If you want to talk about music, why

don’t you invite musicians to your party?”

    Sibelius laughed, “Musicians? I can't stand talking to

musicians! All they ever want to talk about is money!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Torah clearly defines the role of the Leviim in

the Mishkan and later in the Temple sanctuaries. Their


