
zt hzrpvu hbgbfvu yuk vben hgr ihcu orct vben hgr ihc chr hvhu
 wudu .rtc cah(z dh)ukhafvk lfcu ostv ,t ,unrk rmhv lrs - 

    kuhpca ohtur ubt 'kzdv in ,ugrk ubtmk i,ba yuk ka uhagnc ohbbuc,na
,t jhycv trucv hrv :urnutc (h"arc tcuv ratf) 'uhagnk vrutfk ,bduv vbgy
lk vtr v,t rat .rtv kf ,t hfw (u"y euxp) cu,fv rntnf ubhct ovrctk .rtv
'ubahruhu .rtv ,t ukceha ohbc uk iht unmg ubhct ovrcta iuhfnu 'wlgrzku vbb,t
vruv f"g '.rtv ,kjb ,t kceh r,uhc curev uaruh tuva uhjt ic yuka ihsv in
hrva 'uvgrn ,t oa ,ugrk repv obhta ,urnk ohrz ,usak xbfhvk unmgk r,hv
rnutu zhrfn cu,fv ukhtu 'ovrctn uaruha rjtn uka v,g rcf ov u,bgy hpk

gbfvuwhbgbfk ,fhha tkt 'ubhct ovrct ubkhjbha inzv ghdv tk ihhsgu w.rtc zt hb
igh 'ann vkhzdc kafb yuka tmnb 'orct ,t lkuvv yukk tka htsucu 'uc cauhv
cck rauhcu ou,c lkuv vhv ukhtu 'kyub tuv ukana ,urcxu kupkpc unmgk ihs vaga

/urmh ,arc kpb ofj,va kkdc eru 'vuumnv hpf kzdvn ejr,n vhv w,usnukw tkc
    lkw tkn vpcu vaujb jmnc ostv kt tc ubht 'grv rmh ka ufrs thv lf hf

hkupkpcu vhnr lrsc tc tkt 'uk gnahu vcth h,p hn hf 'wlhtruc iumr kg rucgu
',urhcgk vaug ,uumnv ,tu ',uumnk o,ut lpuvu ,urhcgv ,t gcum 'erxu kcv
,usnuk uk ah rcs kfca hsh kg 'utrucu ubue iumr kg rucgk ostk orud lfcu

/ukhafn lfcu 'ohna oak ann vzau 'vumn vz gusn ,unueg ,urcxu
      ka vhnupc tkdrn    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    rrrrzzzzhhhhuuuurrrreeee    kkkkssssbbbbuuuuzzzz    hhhhccccrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvvoacaaaahhhhtttt    iiiiuuuuzzzzjjjjvvvv    apjnv ost hf '

;t w,ukuew tumnk vmrh ratfu 'u,aeucn ,t htsuc oa tmnh w,urnujw vru,c
 

.rtv kt lhct ,hcnu l,skunnu lmrtn lk lk orct kt wv rnthu
 ltrt rat(t-ch)wlk lk orct kt wv rnthuw cu,fv ihhbgc - 

    k c,wwwweeeevvvv    oooohhhhhhhhjjjjvvvv    rrrruuuuttttwwwwcccclf rjt er hrva) uk ,utrv osue wv uhkt rchsa ogyv" '
osuena 'ovhkt vtrba) ohtrcbv kfc if vag tka vn '(worct kt wv trhuw rntb
oukav uhkg tuva ,uhvk ut 'rcsc ohngy wc '(ovhkt rchs lf rjt eru ovhkt vtrb
wg) utruc ,t rhfv ohba auka icu 'u,kuz ost vag tka vn utruc ,rfvc ks,ab

 wg) u,unfj,vc unmgn '(/c"k ohrsboooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrtk vzk '(d"v ohcfuf ,sucg wkvn t"p 
/rcsnv ukmt rfuv rcfu uh,urcs uhkt rnt tkt 'uhkt ,ukdhvk lrmuv

vhv tk uvunsea ,urus vragc rat 'vausec iuatrv ost u,uhvk hf 'rapt ut    
ung wv dvb vzk 'uhkt u,ukd,vc oheuktv u,t rchsu ,"hav ka u,ueukt rhfva ost
rjtku 'uh,urhzd ,t ohhen ot u,ut ijca sg uhkt u,bhfa vtrv tka vz rsxc
hcdk f"tan 'worct kt wv trhuw ch,fsf uhkt vkdb zt 'umrtn uk lkvu uhrcs ohhea
vhva vausec uarauvu ovrctn ockc vbuntv ge,abu vnse rcfa ohtrcbv rta
wv rchsa) vz lrsu /vbxc vanu wceghu ejmhw-,uctvn snku tmu 'vkhj, ovk vkdb
,t ushngva (wt y"k r"c) k"zr hrcsk ohfxn (inz rjtk uhkt ,utrv osue orct og

vmrha vn kfu unmg kmt gdub ostv hf 'thv u,buuf enugu 'vru,c tmnh o,ut
vru,c apjk ubk iht if kg 'kufhcf vru, hp kg u,yhak ,uhtr tmnh ,uagk

/,unhn,cu ,uyapc vc cu,fv kf ,t ohheku wv iumr ,t ,uagk lht tkt
ah ihhsg 'oheuktv hbpk uhtyj ,t uapb ,rn gsuhv vrhcg kgc 'uz ;t uz tk     
wv iumr sdb ova ohrcsc kafb tuva gsuha rjtn 'vcua,c cuaha vue, uk
ohgrv uhagn ,t vauga sjt if tk 'vcua,c ruzjk vfzha inz tuch sug 'u,ru,u
ovu ohna oak obhv ohzukbv uhagna cauju 'ikmhk tbnjr kufhcf vru, hp kg
uk ihtu 'wohcuy ohagnu ,umnw vaug hrv tuv hf 'vcua,c ruzjh tk cua 'wv iumr
rtah shn,u aehg lrsc ,fkk .nt,hu ;hxuh vcrst 'wtyj kgw ,ufvk vn kg
;fh, 'ubhct ovrct ,t yuk czg ratf ift /uhbhgc ,bduvvu ,esumv ufrsc
ohgr ousx habtuw ovhkg vshgn vru,vu 'ovhbhc iufak lkvu ousx habtc ecsb

 rthc rcfu '(dh dh ,hatrc) wstn wvk ohtyjutttt""""gggghhhhzzzz    eeeemmmmtttteeeennnn    hhhhccccrrrrvvvvohgr uhv lht 
ubuuf,v ohgrv ovhagn kfca ubhhv 'wsutn wvkw o,buuf hf 'lf kf ohtyju
ovk vhv rcs kfcu 'wv oak ovhagn ,t ohauga uahdrvu 'ohna oak kufhcf
'ovhagn ,t ehsmvk 'dd kg dd ohkupkpu ,urcx ka ohkh, hkh,u ohngy hngy

/,uesm ka vuxnc kfvu lf kf ohtyju ohgr uhvu ,uagk ukhsdva sg
     hf 'ousx habt - gar habt kmt cahh,vk yuk lkv obhjc tk 'runtv hpku

ka vkymhtc w,usnukw og uhtyju uh,ubuug ,t vagu 'uz o,yhac lkv tuv od
kzdv kg ushc ujhnaf ovrct hgur og ujufhuc ubhtr rat hpf ',uesmu r,hv

 /tua ,utk,ntc esymv er 'vgrv ufrsn ca tk
uh,uumn kf ,t ohheku vn, vsucg uscgk vfzba ruzgh tuv lurc ausev    
/,ntc ohna oak uhvh ubhagn kfu cuy aruak ohrcujn ,uhvk vfzbu ',unhn,c

tuvu whgnaw vkhj,c 'ubhct ovrctc (t"h v"n ohkhv,) wudu htru ,c hgnaw euxpv
tuvu wudu orct kt wv trhuw uhkt vkdb f"jtu 'wudu orct kt wv rnthuw urnut
tk vzku 'ovhbhc expvc tkt ',jtf vhtru vghna ovhba uhv tku 'whtruw urnut

/whtruwk whgnaw ihc ehxpv tkt 'whtru hgna ,cw ut w,c htru hgnaw cu,fv rnt
 okut   wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    oooohhhhnnnn    rrrrttttccccwwwwccccwg) f"f k"ujc vkd,n vtucbv iht rat gush vbv" 'cahh 

eeee""""vvvvuuuuzzzzworct kt wv trhuw rntb tk if kgu '(wufu hthcb iubht kfw-:v"p varpv kg 
rchsa ;tu 'k"ujc tku 'vtucbk ifun ouenv oaa ktrah .rt kt utuc hrjt ot hf
,ukd,v h,kcc vhv u,t oa urcs vbv 'wlk lkw uk rnta ines htvn oa u,t wv

kgc crv ,haue vzc .ru,n tkhnnu 'rfzbf oa vtucbv vkd,h tk hf 'uhkt rut
'wohtrcbv kfc if vag tka vn 'uk ,utrv osue uhkt wv rchs vn hbpnw 'k"z ohhjv

chs er tkt 'ohngv .rt rpg audc uhkt ,ukd,vk kufh vhv tk hfitnf uhkt r
tcaf ;fh, f"tan ',ubuhxb vragn iuatrc u,uxbk hsf tsudrp r,c rcsns

/"iuatrv ogpc uhkt vtrbv wvk jczn orct vbcu 'uhkt vtrb .rtv kt
c c,f ifu    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    cccc""""hhhhmmmmbbbbvvvvkkkk))))    wwwwrrrrccccssss    eeeennnnggggvvvvwwwwvtr,b tk vbuatr vrhntc" '(wz inek '

vbhfa hukhdk hutr ouenv vhv tka ouan tuvu 'urcs ,t gna ot hf 'wv uhkt
oa ichuw trenv ohhxna uvzu 'wufu ktrah .rtk tca sg ,ubcrev ,sucgk tku

/"jczn ,sucgk rafun ouenva uhkt vtrba vnn gshu wuhkt vtrbv wvk jczn

R’ Shlomo Rabinowitz of Radomsk zt”l (Tiferes Shlomo) would say:

     “wvfrc vhvu lna vksdtu lfrctuw - Rashi states: ‘And you shall be a blessing’ - with you they will conclude, and not with

them.’ There is a famous story quoted in sefer Emek Hamelech, which tells about one Yom Kippur in the city of

Chevron, and the minyan was short one man. Suddenly, an old man appeared and remained with the minyan till after

Yom Kippur. This man was Avraham Avinu, and he disappeared right after Neilah. This is a remez to the words of Rashi:

‘With you they will conclude’ - the men concluded the Neilah prayer because Avraham Avinu completed their minyan!”

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Vital zt”l (Eitz Hadaas Tov) would say:

     “wkfc ush ost trp vhvh tuvuw - The four goluyos - Bavel, Madai, Yavan, Edom - are all compared to

various wild animals, who only know how to trample people and kill them, in an effort to take their

possessions from them. But there will be a fifth golus - Golus Yishmael Pere Adam - which will be the

final and worst golus of all. Bnei Yishmael will torture the Jewish people in cruel and unusual ways.

Yishmael means ‘Yishma Kel’ - Hashem will finally hear our cries and bring us our redemption.” 

A Wise Man would say: “Winning isn’t everything, but wanting to win is.”            
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Leaving Peeled Foods Overnight is Forbidden - Nidah 17a
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai says that a peeled garlic, onion, or egg
which was left overnight develops a vgr jur and one who eats it is
putting his life in danger. This danger applies, even if these items were
in a sealed container. The Gemara adds that this is a concern only if
they are completely peeled. If any part of the peel or root is still
attached, it is not a problem. Rashi mentions the above but omits an
egg. The Rashash says to add it in, but others seem to feel that Rashi
didn’t have this txrhd. The Poskim rule that if an egg or onion is salted
or spiced, one need not be concerned if it was left unpeeled overnight.
     It is interesting to note, that this concern is not mentioned anywhere
in the o"cnr' g"ua or t"nr. R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l (wf 'd"j s"uh n"dt)
was asked about commercially packaged egg batter. Since these are
completely peeled eggs left over many nights, is this a problem? He
paskens that the above concern is only if they were peeled close to the
meal or made to be eaten the next day and were subsequently left
uncovered overnight. Then, it is a problem. If, however they were
originally peeled to be used at a much later time, like commercially

sold egg batter, then the above concerns would not apply.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (148)
Laws of Talmud Torah: Teaching a Gentile Torah. Last week
we explained that one is only allowed to teach a gentile the laws

of the seven mitzvos in a simple manner, enough for him to keep
what he must, but not with depth, pilpul and chiddushei Torah. By
himself, though, a gentile can learn in-depth his seven mitzvos.
Teaching a Gentile Emunah in Hashem. An exception to the
above is teaching a gentile Emunah (belief) in Hashem, where
even in-depth study is permitted. There is a basic difference
(even by a ben Yisroel) between “Chovas Eivarim” - mitzvos

the body does, and “Chovas Halevovos” - duties of the heart.
With “Chovas Eivarim” one can learn the mitzvah in a basic
way to just know what to do. However, by duties of the heart,
there is no way to simply “just do it” - rather, it requires drilling
into one’s heart the truth of Hashem and without some depth, it
really cannot be taught. Therefore, one can even teach Emunah

in-depth to a gentile. (See sefer Torascha L’Yisroel  p.10, 240-1)
Obligation to Teach Gentiles Emunah. The above concept of
teaching gentiles Emunah B’Hashem has a number of informative
sources that are worth writing over in a summarized form: 
1) Medrash Raba (1) interprets (by way of drush) the posuk, ot"
"ubug tabu shdh tk - to mean that if you do not publicize the
“G-dliness of Hashem” to the nations of the world, it is a sin.
2) Rambam (2), when explaining the mitzvah of loving Hashem

(Ve’ahavta) writes: “This mitzvah includes the obligation to work

on all mankind to believe in Hashem, to serve Him and to come to

love Him. This was the way of Avraham and he brought many

people to love Hashem because of his intense love for Hashem.”

3) The Seforno (3) on the posuk, hudu ohbvf ,fknn hk uhv, o,tu"
"ause - explains that you should teach all the nations to call in
the Name of Hashem and all should serve him together.

 
 

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Emunah is for the Entire World. Medrash Tanchuma (4)

states that the prohibition for gentiles to learn Torah is learned
from: "cegh ,kve varun van ubk vum vru," - “The Torah Moshe

commanded us is a heritage of the congregation of Yaakov” (5) -
and not of the other nations. The Gemara (6) states that the
numerical value of the word "vru," is 611, and we only heard
from Moshe 611 mitzvos. Those 611, are a “heritage to Yaakov”
and not to the other nations. However, the 2 mitzvos of Emunah -
"hfbt" and "lk vhvh tk" which were heard directly from Hashem,
were never dedicated just to Yaakov, and thus, a gentile can study
them and a Jew can and should teach it to them even in-depth.



     After Pharaoh abducted Sarai, the wife of Avram, and was divinely punished with ohgdb (plagues), Targum Onkelos
tells us that Pharaoh released Sarai and escorted her and Avram out of his palace. The Gemara (:un vyux) writes that because
of the four steps that Pharaoh walked while escorting Avram and Sarai, he was permitted to enslave the Jewish people in
Egypt for 400 years - one hundreds years for each step - which Hashem in His great mercy later shortened to 210 years.
    Chazal further tell us that Nevuchadnezzar, King of Bavel, once wrote a letter which said, “To the Jewish people and
their G-d.” After realizing that it was inappropriate to write in this order, he walked four amos to retrieve the letter. This
showed great honor and respect to Hashem and the Jewish people remained in exile under his rule for 70 years. 
    One might wonder: Why did Pharaoh get “rewarded” with 210 years for his steps while the King of Bavel only received
70 years? R’ Yonasan Eibeschutz zt”l explains that the average step a person takes is 1/3 of his height. A normal person is
three amos (cubits) tall so every step that he takes is the length of one amah. Pharaoh, however, was very short, only one
amah tall, one-third the size of a normal person. In order for him to walk 4 amos it took three times the effort of
Nevuchadnezzar. Thus, Nevuchadnezzar exiled the Jews for 70 years while Pharaoh had them for three times as long!
   What a great lesson to be learned from this! Hashem rewards a person for his effort, not necessarily for his actions! Both
kings walked the same distance but Pharaoh received three times as much! How much more does this apply when we work
long and hard to accomplish something positive? Remember, it is not the outcome that counts - it is the effort!JJ JJ oo oo
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    The Parshiyos of Sefer Bereishis are what formed our nation physically: our Avos Hakedoshim formed us spiritually by
teaching us what a Yid and Torah life is all about. Consequently, Klal Yisroel were capable of accepting the Torah and its
commandments, and fulfilling them. The Mishna in Avos tells us that Avraham Avinu was tested (vxb,b) with ten nisyonos.
Explains R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l in Ruach Chaim, the strength that Klal Yisroel displayed throughout the generations,
to be moser nefesh and not question Hashem’s ways, is an inheritance from Avraham Avinu, when he was tested. As it says
in Mishlei (20-7): "uhrjt uhbc hrat ehsm un,c lkv,n". The hakaras hatov we owe to our Avos - and to our parents and
grandparents as well - for demonstrating how to lead proper Jewish lives, is therefore endless. 
     This week was the yahrzeit of R’ Meir Shapiro zt”l and it is appropriate to quote a vort from him on the parsha. tb ycv"
"lgrz vhvh vf /// ohcfufv ,t rpxu vnhnav. Hashem told Avraham to count the stars for “so shall your descendants be.” Hashem
knew that counting all the stars in the sky is an impossible task. So why have Avraham try at all? Because if there’s a will,
there may very well be a way! Even if that dream seems out of reach, a person must still try. Hashem said, "lgrz vhvh vf" -
Avraham, your children will be the same, they won’t try solely based on their capabilities. They will attempt the impossible!
And when there is a true ratzon, they will see hatzlacha far more than they ever thought they could achieve. 
   This machshava is something we’ve witnessed with our own eyes - the rebuilding of a world that was, the Torah and
mitzvos, the Yeshivos of Eastern Europe and beyond, at a time when rebuilding was but a dream. And look at what our
ancestors achieved! May their zechusim stand us in good stead and may we always have the determination to try!                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// u,at ,tu u,t ujkahu ohabt vgrp uhkg umhu(f-ch)

 //// okug ,hrck ofracc h,hrc v,hvu lpxf ,benu l,hc shkh kunh kunv(dh-zh)
     A number of years ago, Rabbi Hertzel Borochov, a Lubavitcher chasid from Rechovot, in the Central District of Israel,
visited an auto body shop near his home to have his car serviced. The owner of the shop was a man by the name of Tziyon
Kedoshim, a Sephardic Jew, who was nominally observant. He put on Tefillin every day and davened, but not much more
than that. When Rabbi Borochov entered his shop, he casually inquired how the man’s family is doing and suddenly, Mr. and
Mrs. Kedoshim became uncomfortable. They looked at one another, eyes filling with tears, and she finally mumbled, “Um,
not so good,” under her breath. It took a bit of coaxing but the Rabbi finally got them to talk. Their fifteen-year-old son has
issues: since he is five, he has not grown an inch. He was quite simply ... tiny! At first the doctors thought that perhaps he was
just a late developer, but the years passed and nothing has changed. The doctors took tests and prescribed various treatments
and hormones but the boy remains under four feet tall. Soon he would be sixteen and it was driving them all crazy. He was
becoming introverted and depressed. He had no friends, no self confidence and no hope for the future.
     Rabbi Borochov had an idea. He asked them to write a detailed letter about their problem and he would insert the letter into
one of the 25 volumes of Igros Kodesh from the Lubavitcher Rebbe zt”l (the Rebbe received and answered more mail than
almost any man in the world, including the president of the U.S.). This is a common practice among Chabad Chassidim, and
at the exact place where the letter is randomly inserted, that is the message to help alleviate their problem. 
      The Kedoshims wrote the letter and that evening when he arrived home the first thing he did was go the bookcase,
randomly pick one of the 25 volumes, pray a short prayer, and insert the letter between two of the pages. Then he opened it to
that place and read what was written. It was a detailed explanation of different aspects of the mitzvah of ... Bris Milah!
     What does Bris Milah have to do with being short? How could circumcision help? The next day Rabbi Borochov returned
to the body shop and gave the Kedoshims the news. They had no idea - as far as they knew, their son had already been
circumcised! “By a proper Mohel?” the Rabbi asked, grasping for straws. Suddenly, Mrs. Kedoshim began to stammer, “Well ...
sort of. I’m not really sure.” Her husband interrupted, “Rabbi, what’s the big deal? When our son was born our friends convinced
us that it was primitive to have a rabbi do it. So we had a doctor in  the hospital make the circumcision under anesthetic. But what
does that have to do with his height? Excuse me Rabbi, thanks for your help but I think maybe we should forget about it.” 
    But Rabbi Borochov stood firm. “It probably wouldn’t require any more than a pin-sized cut to make one drop of blood and
maybe it might help. It has to be done anyway according to the Torah. It won’t cost money. A lot of older people are doing it ....” 
     After a half-hour they finally agreed. At first, their son was horrified, but after a few weeks, he came around. If it could
help him, he might as well try. The Rabbi even set up an appointment with Rabbi Yaron Amit who runs the “Brit Yosef
Yitzchak Center” in Jerusalem, a large, modern, medical facility, and the circumcision came off without a hitch.
    Meanwhile, Rabbi Borochov became so involved in other things that he completely forgot about the entire incident. It was
four years later that he happened to be walking in a shopping mall and heard someone call his name. “Rabbi Borochov!” 
    He turned around and there was Mr. Kedoshim, with a big smile on his face. “Good to see you Rabbi!”
    “Hello! Mr. Kedoshim, right?” Rabbi Borochov answered. “How are you? How is your wife? Hey! Tell me, whatever
happened with your son? Did he have the Bris Milah?” 
    “Yes, of course!” Mr. Kedoshim lifted his open hands to heaven and exclaimed. “Boruch Hashem! Rabbi, you won’t
believe it. He had the Bris and a few months later, our son began to grow. But I mean really grow! Now he is huge! Taller
than you, Rabbi! He is in the engineering corps in the army, a real fighter! We are all religious now, too!”
    Rabbi Borochov was invited to their son’s graduation party and he could not believe his eyes: the “boy” was fifty pounds
heavier and a full head taller than him! The Bris Milah actually affected the boy’s physical body and made him grow!  (Ohrtmimim.org)
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llllyyyynnnn: The Tzaddik, R’ Menachem Nachum Twerski zt”l,
would give his life to the mitzvah of Pidyon Shvuyim
(redeeming captives). It happened that R’ Menachem
Nachum was once arrested at night in the city of Zhitomir
and was placed in prison. His close disciple, R’ Zev Wolf of
Zhitomir zt”l requested to remain with him. One day there
appeared before them a woman whose head was concealed
with a silk kerchief, and she asked R’ Menachem Nachum in
wonder, “Such is Torah, and such is the reward?”
     He looked at her and answered calmly, “Yes. Such is
Torah, and such is its reward.” And then, as quickly as she
came, the woman suddenly vanished and R’ Zev Wolf
gathered up his courage and asked his Rebbe, “Who was this
woman and what was the meaning of her words?”
    R’ Menachem Nachum answered, “This righteous woman
was Sara Imeinu a”h, and she asked me: Do you not engage
constantly in the mitzvah of redeeming captives? If so, how
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is it possible that you are rewarded by being placed under
arrest here in this dungeon? How can this be the reward for
your efforts? I answered her, it is fitting for me to be under
arrest, so that I should know and experience first-hand the
great pain of captives. In this way I shall make even greater
efforts to redeem captives that are languishing in prison.”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Rabbeinu Bechaye explains that when Avraham heard
that “his brother” Lot was captured, he immediately took
action. Lot was not his brother, but his nephew, so why does
the posuk call him a brother? The Torah wrote it in this way
in order to show us the virtue of brotherliness which Avraham
Avinu extended even to a nephew like Lot who had chosen to
live as a neighbor of the wicked people of Sodom. Nothing at
all mattered to Avraham Avinu, with regard to redeeming the
captives. He had not allowed considerations of the strife
which had previously occurred between them to influence his
judgment concerning his nephew, the son of his brother. The
Torah wants us to know that Avraham risked his life on Lot’s
behalf just as if he were a biological brother.             
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   Following the Mabul, the world began anew and once
again the people slipped back into idolatry. With Avraham
Avinu’s bombshell discovery, it became clear that there is but
one monotheistic ruler of the world - Hakadosh Boruch Hu. 
    Yeshaya HaNavi extolled the virtues of Avraham and points
out that the world is forever changed due to his perseverance
in discovering the truth and his insistence that Hashem is
the Creator of everything. It is interesting to note that
throughout the Torah and the writings of Chazal, Avraham
is always intrinsically tied with the attribute of vcvt - love.
Why is this so, and what is the lesson to be extracted?

    R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan zt”l (Chofetz Chaim) explains
with a parable. Imagine, a man is shipwrecked, floundering in
the water desperately looking for something to grab onto.
Suddenly, a tree floats by and the man reaches out to grab it,
but instead of taking hold of a branch, he reaches a bit further
and grabs the main trunk. Avraham could have easily joined
the rest of the world who served a “different” god, but he
wanted to find the “source” of blessing in the world. Thus, he
made an extra effort to search until he discovered Hashem. 
     Because of his extra effort, a great love developed between
Hashem and Avraham which is transmitted down throughout
the generations. Sometimes, just a little extra effort spells
the difference between regular and extraordinary.


