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| raised: The Parsha of Pinchos is usually read during the "three weeks",
| the period of mourning over the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash. Why
| is the joy of the Festivals mixed with the mourning and loss of Bnai

| answer: With the coming of the true and final redemption of Israel, the

| 17th day of Tammuz will be the first day of a glorious, new Yom Tov,

| Tisha B'av, the 9th day of Av, will be the last day of Yom Tov, and the

| "three weeks" in between, will be called "Chol Hamoed" . When we read

| Parshas Pinchos during this time, describing the Korbonos that were

| brought in the holy Temple, and the services for all the Festivals, the

| hearts and minds of Bnai Yisroel are awakened to N21wn - repentance,

| bringing our own redemption and rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash so
much closer. We are reminded that this period of grief will pass and we

| until Sunday, like this year), it
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Parshas Pinchos is one of the two Parshios in the Torah which
includes all the Yowmim Tovim commanded in the Torah. The question is

Yisroel's independence and the Churban Bais Hamikdash?
The great Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Rodzin ZT"L, offers the following

will once again rejoice in Yerushalayim, N33,
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The afternoon before Tisha B'av takes on some of the mourning
aspects of the fast day itself. One should not go on a pleasure trip or
stroll, rather he should devote his tine to reflect on the theme of the day.

Similarly, from the hour of noon before the fast, it is customary to
learn only the Torah subjects that pertain ic the fast or to mourning.
Therefore, even when Zisha B'av falls out on Shabbos (and is pushed off
is customazrv to refrain from learning
matters other than those permitted on the fast, on Shabbos afternoon; the
recitation of a chapter of maN >p12 is deferred to the following week.
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inhabitants as a result of his melodious voice, he began to think very
highly of himself, and pressed upon the city elders many demands that
they had no choice but to accede to. The last of his demands was that,

one penny less than the Rabbi of the city. If his demands were not kept,
he threatened, he would leave and take his beautiful voice with him.

The elders were undecided as to how to proceed in this matter.
Finally, they called a meeting to discuss the issue and they invited the
Rov to attend. When the Chazzan's proposition was mentioned, the Rov
stood up and addressed the council. "It seems to me that the matter is
quite clear. This man has shown his true colors, for it is pretty obvious
that he is "y nwyn N - Doing the actions of Zimri(Zimri is from the
word Zemer - music), but at the same time he is #©DN92 1OV Ypan! -
requesting the reward of Pinchos, in this case the salary of Pinchos!"
The meaning was clear and the elders understood it.

TORAH GEMS

Our Chachomim ask: Why did Pinchos merit the blessing of "The
covenant of Peace" as a reward for his act of jealousy, as it says
MNP NN WNIPA? These two ideas seem to be total opposites.

The Ksav Sofer, R' Avrohom Shmuel Sofer ZT"L, explains that
jealousy is an extreme trait, filled with overwhelming dangers. This trait
should not be exercised unless absolutely necessary and only under
extraordinary circumstances. The virtue of Brai Yisroel is that they know
when and how to call upon this characteristic. Pinchos was the first man
to use his jealousy as the need arose, and because he did use this extreme
quality in the proper manner to save his people, he was given the quality
of peace to counteract this jealous trait within him. We must learn from
this that throughout the life of an individual and even the general
population, it is always preferable to follow the path of peace, rather than

acts of jealousy which, can and often do, become wholly misguided.

widely anticipated and that he held a special place in the eyes of the city's |

being that he was so beloved by the people, he should receive a salary not L
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The Gemara in Sotah relates that King Yannai told his wife, "Be
careful of those who act like Tzaddikim when they deep down really
aren't for 7OM9D 1OV DOWPIAN MINY NWYNd oww - Their actions are
bad like those of Zimri, although they want to be rewarded like Pinchas.
This statement has come to define one who covers up his indecent actions
and pretends to be good and righteous.

The story is told that in the city of Frankfurt, the great Tzaddik the
Ba'al Hafla"ah, R' Pinchos Halevi Hurvitz ZT"L, was appointed to
the position of Rov in the city. The townspeople were quite pleased with

| their eminent Rov, who had a world-wide reputation as being great in

Torah wisdom, and showed their support for their Rov, publicly and
financially. At about the same time that the Hafla'ah was chosen as Rov,
the elders of the city chose to be the new Chazzan in the main synagogue,

| a young man with a beautifully pleasing voice, whose exquisite davening

and tunes was thoroughly enjoyed by all those who heard him.
However, this young man was not one who possessed a great deal of

| onvw nx and humbleness. Seeing that his davening and songs were




