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actual curse?

The Chiddushei Harim, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L of Ger,
replies that the curse of the serpent is that he has gone so far from the
ways of Hashem, that napn doesn't want him to even turn to Heaven for
his food. All the other creatures, including human beings, must search for

| their food and sustenance and there are times when they must look
| upward towards Hashem to receive it. Like it says in Tehillim

1DYIN H-PN YPAD) I0Y DINY 031N - The young lions roar after their
prey and seek their food from the Lord.(N>-777). However, Hashem wants
no part of the snake. Hence, in effect, he says to him, "Here is all the
food you'll want. Take it and get out of my sight!"
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If one partakes of a food or drink, not for the sake of eating or
drinking, but rather for some alternate purpose, he should not say a
Berachah. (Since a Berachah is not required in these cases, it is actually
MO to do so as this constitutes a N9v1aY N>11) Therefore, a lady who

| tastes a recipe before baking it to discern if it is lacking salt or flavor,

should not make a Berachah. Even if the recipe has been completed and
baked, if she is partaking of it simply to see how it tastes, she should not
make a Berachah. However, in both these cases, if she also has intentions
to derive pleasure from the food, then a N11 is actually required.

In the aforementioned cases, it is also preferable not to swallow the
food but rather to taste it without actually swallowing. If one does wish
to swallow it, it is preferable to have specific intentions to derive
pleasure and therefore to say a n>12.
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awaiting him, and after a long day in the Yeshiva giving shiurim and
serving on the Beth Din, there is a warm meal for lunch to replenish his
strength. In the evening after Ma'ariv, he is welcomed with

alongside her husband in all that he does.
life, then his wife sits opposite him and mirrors him - from morning till
night, she does as he does! When he prays, she is busy praying. When he

spends his time learning, she is too busy reciting Tehillim to look after

and bitter and his life is no life at all!"
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Rashi explains that the plural 7nwyy” was used in the Possuk, even
though the angels didn't actually help create man, because Hashem
wanted to teach us a lesson in Derech Eretz and humbleness: Even great
people should ask advice from those lower than them. However, why did
Hashem take such a great risk to teach us this lesson? By saying "Let us
create man", future disbelievers will have fuel for their disbelief.

Reb Nosson Tzvi Finkel ZT"L, the Ater of Slabodka, answers that
Derech Eretz is a prerequisite for proper Emunah. Hashem was willing to
endanger the belief of those reading this Possuk to teach them the
importance of Derech Eretz, because Emunah in Hashem without it is not
enduring. One who doesn't appreciate the value and importance of acting
humbly, cannot properly believe in Hashem.
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Chazal teach us that as a result of this curse - that he may only eat dust
all his life - the serpent finds food ready for him wherever he goes. The
Gemarah in Berachos also tells us that "If a man sees a snake in his
dream, it means his livelihood is assured." If so, then wherein lies the

to him - when he comes home from shul in the morning, there is breakfast |

companionship and dinner. In this way, does the wife truly help and stand | i

"However, if the man is not worthy and he is served with a bitter lotin |

the household. As a result, the man paces from morning till night, hungry i‘
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On this particular Possuk, Chazal teach us ;71 - N2¥ DN : Y702 WY

| T - WY 0N - "If the man is worthy, his wife is a helper, but if not, she

is his opponent".
The Chassidim like to relate over the story of the 19th century Rov of

| prague, Reb Yeshayale Mushkat ZT"L, who suffered greatly from his

wife's overzealousness and super-intense religious behavior. From dawn
till dusk, she would not put down her Siddur, nor cease davening. The
first thing in the morning, she would immediately daven Shacharis and

! throughout the day, would recite Tehillim until it was time for the

| afternoon prayers to be said. As a result of all her praying and intense

religious fervor, she totally neglected her husband, Reb Yeshayale, their
children and their household.
It happened once, that Reb Yeshayale returned home tired, hungry and

| thoroughly exhausted, from his very long day in Yeshiva, however, his
| wife still had not budged from her prayers to prepare a decent meal for

her husband. The pious Rov sighed and told his wife, "Now I can

| understand clearly the true meaning of what Chazal tell us when they say

© | o - N9 DN Y - not ONe. If a man is worthy, then his wife is a help
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