
    kws ,sucgc ohhj lrsu rxun sunkk ubk ah uz varpc ibuc,b rat
iputc kvb,v vz kuckc ka ruphxv kf tkv vbv hf 'ukt oheuxpn
okugv lrsnu '.rtv ,t ohkdrnf o,ut saj ;xuha lht utra hgcy
o,ut saja ahtv vz kg vnatv kf ,t shn khyvk vzf cmnc
vkg if tk v-h hyca lt 'tua ,ukhkg ovhkg khkgvu obhjk

o,cajnc,vba c"f urzju ovhagn kf kg apbv iucaj shn uag tkt 
kf ,t uag hrv zt o,gs hpka ;tu 'ovhjt ;xuh ,t urfnaf ,hbrujt
,gv ghdv ratf lt 'v,hnk uvubsa lfc ypancu esmc ovhagn
hf oapbc iucaj lurgk shn ukhj,v vrm ,gk okuf ugkeb rat

/ovhkg ghdv rat vgrv kf kg ohnata ov htsuuc
hsh kg vgr sjtk ordb ot ;t hf ,urusk vdvbvu vtruv thv ,tzu     
kg huk, vnatv hf cuajk uchk ,t vyh kt 'vrhjc kgc tuva urhcj
ohabtk ehmnu gr lrsc rjc uchk gurc rat ahtv vz ka urtuum
lfc epx oua iht hfu 'urtuumc huk, rkuev hf !tku tk 'gapn ohpj

vhv tka hrv uhagnc ohn,u ehsm vhv otca trcb ouak vyhkau jf
/uehzvku uk grvk okugc

uhkg tc ratfu 'ohruntv ohrcsc cyhv ibuc,vk lhrm sjt kf iftu      
aht hsh kg rcsv uk vagb uhbhg ,utr hpk ot ;t 'cutfnu rgm vzht
ahtv vz kg zt cuajkn u,gs ,t jhxh ,tz kfc 'iuufncu iuszc ohhuxn
vag vn kg ,gsk vbuc,cu kfavc uhsgm kfkfhu 'uz vgr uk vag rat
rxnf uhkt jkab tkt 'obhj kg uk tc tka htsuc vz rgm hf 'vff ws uk
ogr,h rat ,j, if kgu 'uhagn iueh,c lrumv kg uk znrk ohnav in
vaga sxjv kg v"cevk ,usuvk uk ah hrv uz vgr uk vaga urhcj kg
tuch ory vpubhyn v,uebk kfuha vksv u,nab kg u,ubnjr curc ung

/ohgrv uhagn kf kg iucaju ihs ruxnk lhrm vhvha ,gv
vn kf ,t ie,ku uhkt cre,vk vfzba ohnaca ubhct hbpkn r"vhu      
ournn vrvy jur v"cev vrghu 'ubhshd v"xau ubhrcht j"nrc ubndpa

ktrah ung kg,/r"hft curec ohnkug ,kutd ubktdhu 

    ahpf vhv vgrpn ;xuh vfz rat sucfva tcun (wd 'wm r"rc) arsn
eab tka uhp 'uk ub,b ukan ';xuh :rphyup ,at og iuhxbc u,shng
hsdc u,ut ackhu-vrhcgc gdb tka upud 'hng kf eah lhp kgu-vrhcgc
osevc 'arsnv ,buuf ,t rtck ahu /ohrcsv lanv a"ugh 'wufu aa

 hrcso"hcknvhf 'uhv, ohause" '(ohause ,arp ahr) euxpv kg 
,uahrpv thv vausev" 'arpk c,fa '"ofheukt wv hbt ause
ohheukt ohhapb ohbhhbg kt 'gcyvu rnujv hfrs kfn ,utab,vvu
ah ',ucr ,udrsn vausec ahu /racv hbhbg kfn ohkgbu ohvucd

g tab,naurpk tab,n ah ',uruxt ,ukftnu ,uhrgk vuut,nv jf k
/wihvkt rcwf vhvh sg 'okugv ,utbv kfnu uh,uktanu rnujv hbhbg kfn
kt ',hhgcyv vdvbvv in vkgha vn thv 'wv kmt ,rntbv vausev ifu

/uh,ufukv,u gcyv hbhhbg kf kycnu ssuau ',hhtkp ,hhxb vdvbv
uhvha 'u,dvbvu kusdv okugv hrsx lrg wv vbvu :o"hcknv lhannu    
ohhgcyv ota 'u,dvbvu iyev okugv thva ostv hrsx hpk ohfanb
od zt 'uhgcyu rnujv rjt ,fanb apbvu 'iyev okugc ohkaun
dvbnu ,frgnv hrsx hpk dvb,n kufvu ',rrua gcyv kusdv okugc

,hrhjc vdvbv kt rnujv in tab,hu 'ostv ase,h ,g kct /gcyv
(cuyv ,hhagc rujck u,kufhcu 'u,uhrnuj kg ykua tuva ubhhv)
od zt 'wuhv, ohausew-,rrua ,heuktv apbvu 'rcud kfavu ',hhapb
hfw-,hhtkp ,hhxb vdvbv uc dhvbvk vkg,hu wv ase,h 'kusdv okugc
lrsc dvb,n hsuvhv ratfa 'rtucnu /wofheukt wv hbt ause
ung dvb,n wv od 'ohhgcyv uh,ubumr sdb rcd,na ubhhvu ',hgcy-kg

 wv hbt ause hf" uvzu ',hgcy-kg lrscofheukt lfa "dvbt ofng/
sngu ,hgcyv u,uut, sdb rcd,vafa 'ehsmv ;xuh kmt ubhmn ifku     
'ohrmn .rt kg ukhanvu ',hgcy-kg lrsc ung dvb,v wv od 'iuhxhbc
ihta 'ohrmn hxunhbc cu,fw - ohrmn heuj ,t sdb vz rcsa ;t kg

/(c"h t"n ,hatrc h"ar wg) wohrha hsdc acuk tku 'kaunu lkun scg
iuhxhbc snga hpfw-ukan ';xuhw 'arsnv ,buuf ,t rtck i,hb vzcu     
dvb,v wv oda 'ubhhvw-uk ub,b 'w,hgcy-kg lrsc dvb,vu 'wrphyup ,atw
'w,ufkn sucf uk i,bu 'ohrmn .rt kg ukhanvu ',hgcy-kg lrsc ung
lrsc wrphyup ,atw iuhxhbc u,shng unf vhv hgcy-kgv usucf ifku

/wufu uhpw ubhhvu ',hgcy-kg

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)

R’ Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz ZT”L would say:
axd z`n                                                                                             zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt

reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                              yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn
    eeeexxxx`̀̀̀eeeevvvv    llllrrrr    aaaaddddffffdddd    cccciiiiaaaaxxxx    mmmmyyyyiiiieeee    yyyyyyyy    iiiiccccbbbbaaaa    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀    yyyyaaaalllliiiieeee    ................    eeeecccciiii    llllrrrrnnnn    eeeezzzzrrrraaaahhhh    zzzz`̀̀̀    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    xxxxqqqqiiiieeee((((aaaannnn----`̀̀̀nnnn))))''''eeeellll    eeeeppppzzzzpppp    eeeellllyyyynnnn    ,,,,ssssqqqqeeeeiiii''''    ooooiiiipppprrrraaaa    ----    

zayl zexp zwlcd      4:10 - 
8:50 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:26 -
 10:13 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 

4:28 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
5:18 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -5:40

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzznnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu---------------------yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzgggggggggggggggggggggpppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeekkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkddddddddddddddddddddd yazwecytxyznwu-yazgpekd

ohhj ohn rtc (3) oa  t"arvn (2) :zy v"r (1)
ihhg (3) cuayukzn kfhn hcrv oac yh c ,hatrc
zfe:j  ejmh ,jbn ,"ua (4) jh:yfe rzgv ict

mikxan zay
zah yceg

b`hp`n :clen
 AM4 hin 9:48 

miwlg

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

       Shabbos Parshas Miketz - Shabbos Chanukah
`"ryz elqk f"k                                     December 4, 2010 -

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                  v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                            w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x

    eeeeyyyyttttpppp    zzzzxxxxvvvv    eeeeppppiiii`̀̀̀xxxx    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    eeeeppppiiiigggg`̀̀̀    llllrrrr    eeeeppppggggpppp`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiinnnnyyyy`̀̀̀    llllaaaa`̀̀̀    ((((`̀̀̀kkkk----aaaannnn)))) -eeeeppppnnnnnnnn    yyyyxxxxeeeecccc    ''''dddd    ddddnnnneeee    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    zzzzeeeexxxxaaaaeeeerrrrdddd    zzzzeeeerrrrxxxxeeee`̀̀̀nnnndddd    llllrrrr    ooooppppeeeeaaaazzzzddddllll
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Hashem performs miracles for those who recognize

that their salvation comes from him. The Medrash tells us

that when Yosef HaTzadik wished to be released from the

dreary dungeon, he placed his trust in the butler, rather

      
  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (26)

Changing the Name of a Sick Person.  The Gemara (1) tells

us that along with Tefillah, changing a sick person’s name can

help to remove any harsh decrees against him, including illness.

The person, in essence, becomes a new entity and the previous

decree might not take effect on this new person (2). The old

custom was to make a complete change of name by not using

the old name and only using the new name. Some Gedolim (3),

however, felt that only the greatest tzadikim can successfully

change a name, and changing to a different name might make

things worse because his original name might be the

appropriate one for his vnab, which draws heavenly life to him.

Changing it could uproot this and make things worse. Perhaps

because of the above objection, the custom has become to add

another name, and refer to him from now on using the old and

new names together. It is still assumed that a name should only

be added with the agreement of one of the rusv hbez /
How to Change/Add a Name. It is customary to assemble at

least 10 men to say a few chapters of Tehillim, followed by a

long paragraph in which the new name is announced. Another

way is for a relative of the ill person to get an aliya to the Torah

followed by a lrhca hn that includes the change in name.

Usage of the New Name.  The sick person is now referred to

in real life (when people refer to him; this is the custom even

though it isn’t mandatory in halacha (4)) in prayers and in Jewish

than fully in Hashem. As a result, he was punished with an

extra two years in prison. Although Yosef was such a great

man who always placed his trust in the One Above, since in

this instance he was somewhat lacking, he was punished. 

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

legal documents, with the new combination of names. If a legal

document is written within 30 days of when the new name was

given, a Rav should be consulted as to how to write the person’s

name during this 30 day time-period.

Must One Rewrite his Kesuba? If one or both of the spouses

had a name added, it is not customary to rewrite the original

wedding Kesuba. This is because if it becomes necessary to

collect with the Kesuba document, we assume that she will be

able to produce witnesses as to the correct names at the time of

the writing of the Kesuba. Nevertheless, one of the major

contemporary Poskim (5) says that it is preferable, for those who

are always particular to fulfill all the halachic opinions, to write

a new Kesuba (with a Rav to make sure it is done correctly).

Special Names. When adding a new name, it is customary to

pick a type of name (with the agreement of a Gadol as

mentioned above) that signifies the purpose of adding the name.

Examples of this are: k-tpr (the name of the angel of healing),

ohhj (life) or v-hj for a girl, rgykt or gykt (a Yiddish word

meaning old, living to an old age), ouka' k-thrzg. However, these

are not the only names that can be added.

If a Person Did or Didn’t Recover. If the sick person

recovered, his new name stays and both he and his children are

referred to by the new name. If he did not recover and died k"r,

the new name is not used any more and both he and his children

are referred to with the old name.  (h,ucr kmt h,htr if)
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   “When one acts in a natural way, acknowledging nature, Hashem deals with him according to the laws of nature.

However, if one is Moser Nefesh for Hashem, he is rising above his nature. The laws of nature do not exist for such a

person. Therefore, Hakadosh Boruch Hu suspends the laws of nature for him. If we act in a supernatural manner,

Hakadosh Boruch Hu will perform miracles for us as he performed miracles for our fathers, in those days, at this time.”

R’ Moshe Sherer ZT”L (President of Agudath Israel) would say:

    “The battle of Chanukah, although blessed with temporary victory in the days of the Chashmonaim, never really

ended - it continues to this very day. It was essentially a struggle against the forces that had set as their goal to assimilate

the Jewish masses by subterfuge and internal subversion. Thus, we find no specific command of Simcha on Chanukah

since this battle to confuse and betray true Judaism still rages in our times, and while engulfed in the smoke of battle,

one does not pause to rejoice. In such a continuing crisis, one must concentrate with greater vigor towards the Geulah

goal: total Torah commitment must replace tokenism; complete consecration must replace crippling compromise.”

A Wise Man would say:

      “That we live is a gift from the Almighty. How we live is our gift to the Almighty!”
DEDICATED BY THE BLONDER/MINZER FAMILY  d"avpz zah '` xhtp l"f l`xyi 'x oa diaeh ilztp 'x p"irl

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmiiiixxxxeeeeddddhhhh    cccciiiiaaaa    mmmmiiii`̀̀̀nnnnhhhheeee    mmmmiiiihhhhrrrrnnnn    cccciiiiaaaa    mmmmiiiiaaaaxxxxeeee    mmmmiiiiyyyyllllgggg    cccciiiiaaaa    mmmmiiiixxxxeeeeaaaabbbb    zzzzxxxxqqqqnnnn((((mmmmiiiiqqqqiiiippppdddd    llllrrrr))))
    All of nature is meant to hide Hashem and it is our task to seek Him out and find Him. This is the lesson of Chanukah.

    Many ask: Why in Al Hanissim is the ina lp (oil) not even mentioned? Wasn’t that the miracle for which we light the

menorah eight days? R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg Shlit’a answers, the miracle of the flask of oil is an open miracle, it is

obviously the hand of Hashem. It does not need to be mentioned. The victory of the “few at the hands of many” “strong

in the hands of the weak,” was a much more hidden miracle for which we have to seek out Hashem. Chanukah is the time

that we are meant to look for the hidden miracles and see the hashgachas Hashem that pervades every aspect of our lives.

    In Hallel we say, "tb vghauv wv tbt" - “Please, Hashem, save us,” and then we say, "tb vjhkmv wv tbt" - “Please, Hashem,

make us successful.” The reason, explains R’ Scheinberg, is because salvation and success are not a one-shot deal. They

come gradually, part of a process. The yeshuuos and hatzlachos in our lives are often-times hidden. It is our job to

persevere - not give up hope - and seek out Hashem with our emunah and bitachon. This is why Chazal instituted reciting

Hallel on Chanukah. It is for the nissim nistarim, the hidden miracles, that occur every day without us even realizing it.

    Hashem is educating us through the miracles of Chanukah to seek Him out and find yeshuah and hatzlacha - salvation and

success - even when they are hidden from view; in the sun, the sky, the trees - every “natural” occurrence. Chanukah stands

for "wv lubj" - the education of the recognition of Hashem as the only One to Whom it is justified Lehodos u’lehallel.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    xxxx`̀̀̀iiiidddd    llllrrrr    ccccnnnnrrrr    ddddppppddddeeee    mmmmllllgggg    ddddrrrrxxxxtttteeee    mmmmiiiinnnniiii    mmmmiiiizzzzppppyyyy    uuuuwwwwnnnn    iiiiddddiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----`̀̀̀nnnn))))

''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxttttllll    cccciiiibbbbdddd    ddddyyyyrrrr    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddd    ccccgggg`̀̀̀    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    mmmmeeeellllgggg    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    llll`̀̀̀    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((ddddkkkk----`̀̀̀nnnn))))    
        To the students of Yeshivas Knesses Chizkiyahu, in Kfar Chassidim, attending to the famed Mashgiach, R’ Elyah

Lopian ZT”L, was an undeniable privilege. One of the students who had the good fortune to be able to serve as R’

Elyah’s “bochur” personally saw to his needs. This afforded him many opportunities to speak with the tzadik privately

about matters that concerned him. After dinner one evening, he mentioned to R’ Elyah that he had had a disturbing

dream the previous night. The Mashgiach’s immediate response was, “Do you think the Almighty has nothing better to

do than to come to you in a dream? There is no prophecy today; all dreams are nothing but nonsense!”

    His own words seemed to send him into a silent reverie for some ten minutes. Then, without warning, R’ Elyah began

to speak about his youth in Kelm, Lithuania. He and his rebbetzin had had 19 children, 13 of whom survived beyond

infancy. Rebbetzin Lopian bore the responsibility of managing the house and the children, saw to R’ Elyah’s needs, and

was heavily involved in matters that concerned the yeshivah. Exhausted, she was the first in the family to retire each

night. It became R’ Elyah’s official chore to put all the children to bed each evening.

    He drew up a full plan, including a list of where and how each child was to sleep, and how he was to perform each

part of the task. Having finally changed each child into his or her nightclothes, placed them in the beds specified by his

list, read shema with them and tucked each one into bed, R’ Elyah would turn off the lights and pursue his own learning

schedule before retiring himself.

    One night, he had completed his routine as usual and had gone to sleep when he was suddenly awakened by a dream

in which he saw his house on fire. Opening his eyes, he understood immediately that there had been no actual fire. The

house was absolutely dark and quiet. However, his dream provoked great anxiety, so he rose to check on all his sleeping

children, one by one. He found his son Hershel blue in the face from near suffocation. In his sleep, Hershel had

somehow twisted his bedsheets tightly around himself and could not breathe. R’ Elyah quickly untangled the sheets and

began artificial respiration, saving young Hershel’s life. When a revived Hershel began to cry, R’ Elyah realized beyond

a doubt that he had been awakened by Hashem in order to save his son’s life.

     The child calmed down and was soon peacefully sleeping, and his father tucked the sheets under Hershel’s mattress

so that they could not become twisted around him again. R’ Elyah spent the remainder of that night in Torah study and

prayer, thanking Hashem for the miracle that had enabled him to save Hershel.

     Unfortunately, R’ Elyah’s story did not end there. “Years later,” Reb Elyah recounted, “the identical dream of my

house being on fire woke me once again. This time there was no one for me to check on when I opened my eyes. All my

children were away from home, either married or studying at various yeshivos. My rebbetzin was no longer alive, and I

found myself totally alone in the stillness of the night. At the time I had no inkling of what the dream meant.

     “It was only several days later that I was informed that the Nazis had exterminated the entire Jewish community of

Telshe in Lithuania. The Telshe Yeshivah, where my son Hershel had been learning, was gone as well. I soon found out

that the period of time in which the terrible carnage had taken place coincided with the time in my dream. I understood

then that my dream had heralded the great tragedy of the destruction of Telshe, which so intimately touched my family,

including my precious Hershel.”

    “There is no prophecy today; all dreams are nothing.” While Reb Elya’s words were entirely applicable to the bochur,

they hardly held any relevance to his own life! (Reb Elyah, by Rabbi Dovid Schlossberg)
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zzzzeeee`̀̀̀llllttttppppdddd    llllrrrreeee    mmmmiiiiqqqqiiiippppdddd    llllrrrr    ooooiiiiwwwwiiiillllccccnnnn    eeeepppp`̀̀̀    eeeelllllllldddd    zzzzeeeexxxxppppdddd
    ddddffffdddd    oooonnnnffffaaaa    mmmmdddddddd    mmmmiiiinnnniiiiaaaa    eeeeppppiiiizzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀llll    zzzziiiiyyyyrrrryyyy    ............    ((((ddddlllliiiittttzzzz))))

     The Jewish People do not celebrate their holidays with

parades through the streets, but rather in their homes, in their

family circle, with their children. One of the most notable

examples of this is the Pesach Seder which is oriented

toward the family, and catered to children, in particular.

Even at Chanukah time, when we are commanded to

implement "txhb hnuxrp" to “publicize the miracle” before

the entire world (which is why the menorah is placed in the

window facing the street), our actions are aimed more at

the homes of the Jews than at the street. We can infer this

from the words of the Magen Avraham (v:cgr, j"ut) who

rules that one may light the menorah all night, as long as

the members of his household are awake, “But if they are

sleeping, he is not to recite the berachos over them.” The

gemara also tells us, however, that in times of danger, the

Chanukah candles are to be lit on the table inside the home.

    When Yiddishkeit flourishes in the home, the Chanukah

lights should be brought outside; let the Gentile world also

know of our great miracle. But there are times of danger,

says R’ Aaron Shurin Shlit’a, when Yiddishkeit in the

home has been weakened, when assimilation, intermarriage

and secular ideals have taken their toll. At such times,

Chazal tell us, first light the Chanukah licht for yourself,

for your children. Tell them the story of the Chashmonaim

and of their epic struggle for a Torah existence. At the

same time, teach your child that he should be a proper Jew.

     Chanukah, like all the Jewish festivals, teaches us that

where Jewish victories are concerned, the emphasis is

placed on the purpose of the victory rather than on its

heroes. Pesach does not carry the “brand” of Moshe, just as

Chanukah does not carry the “brand” of the Chashmonaim.

The purpose is always Torah and promoting its ideals.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

            mmmmiiiixxxxiiii    ̀̀̀̀ llll    jjjjiiiiccccrrrrllllaaaaeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    llll`̀̀̀    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    llllkkkkaaaa    eeeellllbbbbxxxx    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    eeeecccciiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ((((ccccnnnn----`̀̀̀nnnn))))

     There is never any reason to become jealous, even when

another person seems to prosper or appears more successful

than ourselves. R’ Yaakov Meir Schechter Shlit’a points

out that every person’s life is directed by Hashem, from the

root of his soul in the higher worlds, down to the minutest

details of this mundane one. All that happens, even the

smallest occurrence, is actually part of a larger plan, either

as payment for a past deed, or as compensation towards the

future. A person cannot lift a finger in this world without

some profound accounting taking place above, specifically

related to his life and his actions. 

    In fact, the Chid’a, Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef

Dovid Azulai ZT”L, derives this fascinating lesson from

the name of Pharaoh. When Pharaoh declared "vgrp hbt" -
“I am Pharaoh,” he was announcing that as Pharaoh, he

has the ability to control his destiny and his kingdom. But,

explains the Chida, the name "vgrp" is also a reference to

all of humanity, for a human being is constantly in a state

of "iugrp" - “Repayment,” either over some past debt, or

towards some future tally. For instance, a person who is

successful in a particular venture may be getting repaid for

some good deed he has done, or for some pain that he

experienced in this or a previous life. Whereas when the

wicked prosper, they are merely awaiting retribution; yet,

if they do not repent, in the end, they will be appropriately

punished. On the other hand, if a person suffers in life, and

especially if he takes pains to fulfill a mitzvah, he will

eventually be repaid. Hashem does not withhold His reward

from any creature. To Him, everything is just and clear. 

    Thus, there is simply no reason to be jealous. Whatever

happens - even a person’s success and abilities - stems

from the very root of his soul, or from previous lives.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: During the Persian Gulf War, the enemy fired

thirty-nine missiles at the Land of Israel, and only one

person, a man who was known to publicly desecrate

Shabbos, was killed. Soon after the war began and the

threat became imminent, R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a let

it be known that no missiles would hit the city of Bnei

Brak. The Torah learning there would protect it. 

    One erev Shabbos during the war, a person asked R’

Chaim if he should bring his brother to Bnei Brak for

Shabbos. R’ Chaim asked what the brother’s profession

was. The man replied that his brother sat and learned in a

kolel in Tel Aviv. “Then he can learn in Tel Aviv also.

Nothing will happen to him,” R’ Chaim replied. 

     The man then asked about his parents, who were not

very religious. R’ Chaim answered that the man should

bring them to Bnei Brak immediately. The man brought his

parents to Bnei Brak two hours before Shabbos. 

    That Friday night, a missile fell directly on his parents’

house and completely destroyed it - but they were not in

their house; they were in Bnei Brak!
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