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Hashem is ">ow 0ovo yaNY' - “Faithful to reward,” those
who are deserving. If a person will fulfill the mitzvos of the
Torah faithfully, Hashem will reward him faithfully. On the

other hand, if a person will use up any reward that may have
been due to him in the next world, Hashem will make sure
that he sees no benefit later on - when he needs it most!

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.

Plag Hamincha. Plag is 1 1/4 seasonal hours before night, and
is the earliest time that one can daven Maariv. There are two
opinions how to calculate Plag. The Levush ) and Gra
calculate from sunrise to sunset. We split that time period into
12 seasonal hours and the last 1 1/4 of those hours before sunset
is Plag. The Shulchan Aruch calculates from Alos till nightfall
when three average size stars become visible. Plag is therefore
closer to sunset. There is no clear ruling on this question but it is
clear that the minhag of many congregations is to use the first
calculation of the Levush and Gra as will be explained.
Beginning of Shabbos. There is a mitzvah of Tosfos Shabbos.
This means that one must add on to Shabbos and refrain from
prohibited work before Shabbos actually starts. This mitzvah of
adding time to the holiness of the day also applies to every Yom
Tov and to Yom Kippur 3. Practically, this means that before
sunset, when one is sure that the Shabbos has not yet begun,
one must refrain from work. How much time does one have to
add to fulfill this mirzvah? There are a number of of opinions:

1) 1.5 minutes (©>nn 777, 2) 2 minutes ('© %18 YW 1), 3) 4
minutes (N8N AN W MIN 7Y XD 290 V'), 4) 15 minutes
(MY 129 owa 1897 MY »9), 5) 30 minutes (D NANOW).

There is no clear ruling on this issue but the Mishna Berura
@, combining a number of reasons, recommends refraining
from work 30 - or at least 20 - minutes before sunset. This is a
very worthwhile stringency for one to accept, bli neder. R’
Moshe ZT’L (5) writes that the basic minimal obligation is
fulfilled by refraining from work a few minutes before sunset.
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How Early can one accept Shabbos, light candles, recite

Kiddush and fulfill the mitzvah of eating the Shabbos meal?
Even though some poskim say that one can accept Shabbos a
number of hours before night, (in the days of the Terumas
Hadeshen many congregations did so), the R®"MA () rules that
accepting Shabbos before Plag is meaningless. Accordingly, if
a lady lit Shabbos candles before Plag, she should extinguish
those candles and light again after Plag with a beracha (7).

Early Shabbos Dilemna. During the winter months, ladies
light around the time that their husbands leave for Mincha. In
the summer, many shuls do the more desirable way of making
sure to finish Mincha before Plag, so lighting when her husband
leaves is incorrect. The poskim @) disagree as to whether a
husband’s early acceptance of Shabbos obligates his wife to do
so. Even according to those who are lenient, if that shul is her
regular shul (or she has noregular shul and a majority of the city
accepts Shabbos early), she is bound by their early acceptance
of Shabbos (). It is preferable to keep away from this issue by
lighting candles before her husband’s shul says the last posuk of
“Lecha Dodi” which ushers in the Shabbos. (In case she didn’t
light then, there might be some leniency to light later (10).)
According to the punctuality of the shul and the speed of the
Chazan, there might be only 4-5 minutes between Plag and the
ushering in of Shabbos. An accurate clock should be kept and
one should inform his wife of the exact time-span in which she
may light. Some shuls drag things out a bit to give bit more of a
leeway. Some shuls estimate from previous tefillos the time
Shabbos will be ushered in and print it in their shul schedules.
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20 MV WNY (3) V'SPN OV (2) Y09 NN (1)
2:NDY OV (6) I18:X NN N"IN (5) 39N (4)
Y'OP 91 NaY N9 (8) 4309 N25N INA (7)

R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”L (Noam Elimelech) would say:

V22 HYN INI NV (10) 22309 NN (9)

“Do you know why so many people come to me and demand that I bless them with good health, sustenance and
happiness from their children and families? I do not know for sure but I can only assume that it is because they
realize that I am responsible for their troubles, for it is my multitude of sins that have tipped the balance of the

world to the negative side!”

R’ Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch ZT”’L (Tzemach Tzedek) would say:

“The posuk states: “‘Whoever has a defect shall not approach.” One who has a defect is not permitted to bring a
sacrifice. In our times, when we have no Holy Temple, prayer must take the place of sacrifices. Therefore,
‘whoever has a defect’ - has not yet purified his soul of its flaws in words, thoughts and deeds - cannot approach
Hashem properly during prayer. We must ask Hashem for His mercy before we approach Him with our requests.”

A Wise Man would say:

“A person is always seeking a way to change himself, to become better than he was before. The most significant
change in a person’s life is his change of attitude. The right attitude produces the right actions.”
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In Elul 5688 (1928) elections for the Vaad of the city of Brisk were to be held, and various parties participated: the
“Ba’alei Batim,” the Zionists, members of the Bund; and, above all, a party of Torah-true Jews. The elections were
scheduled for a Sunday. At the end of the previous week it looked like the chareidi party was about to suffer a severe
setback. Most of the voters in the city were leaning towards parties hostile to Judaism, led by the non-religious Zionists.
Although at first the Brisker Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT”’L tried to stay out of the politics for fear of losing his
influence over the members of the other parties who still respected him, when it became clear that their only hope of success
depended on the Rov’s endorsement, he decided to make a clear announcement to all the residents of the city that each and
every one of them was obligated to vote for the chareidi list. A letter of approbation from the respected Brisker Rov was to
be plastered in every public place in the city in order to produce the publicity necessary for success in the elections.

As fate would have it, the posters were not ready until late Friday afternoon. Since posting the announcements would take
several hours, the Rov rescinded his order to post them because he was afraid that the last workers would arrive home after
dark. Out of concern for chilul Shabbos, he canceled the posting of the announcements. When the chareidi party leaders
heard about this decision, they hurried to his home, protesting that the success of the chareidi list depended on this
announcement. If it would not go up that day, they claimed, there would be no chance for Torah-true Jews to control the
Jewish life in the city. Control would fall into the hands of those bent on destroying the faith. “The city will be destroyed,”
they cried in frustration. However, R’ Yitzchok Zev stood by his decision; the announcements were not to go up.

“Let the city be destroyed, but let not the Shabbos be desecrated in it!” he declared emphatically. In response to the
worried looks of his followers, he said, “People who are busy with the needs of the community, by nature, base their
decisions on practicality. But, in truth, the only consideration should be whether the act is prohibited or permissible.”

However, he was not satisfied with having made his position clear. For fear that some of the members of the chareidi list
might be tempted to put up the posters anyway, he ordered that all the posters be brought to his home, thereby ensuring that
his instructions would be followed, and no chilul Shabbos would take place.

In the meantime, the members of the non-religious camp had learned of the intention of the chareidim to put up the
Brisker Rov’s announcement. In anticipation, they prepared their own posters, degrading the Rov and all those who stood by
him. The posters contained extremely insulting, unrestrained language. The Zionists were totally unaware of the Brisker
Rov’s final decision on the matter, and when they noticed that the announcements were late in coming, they assumed that
the intention was to put them up right before Shabbos with the purpose of negating any possibility of response. That being
the case, they too waited with their response, and only on late Friday afternoon did they begin to post their own message,
confident that the chareidi announcement was being posted at the same time, and that his influence would thus be curtailed.

Of course, the non-religious workers continued their work after Shabbos had already begun, and so, when the masses of
people of Brisk were leaving shul after Friday night prayers, they were greeted with the freshly plastered posters of the
Zionist party with all their ugly and base accusations against the Brisker Rov. People were shocked and enraged. They, of
course, knew nothing of the approbation that the chareidim had wanted to post which would have counteracted the Zionists’
posters. As it happened, the wild accusations had exactly the opposite effect of what they had intended.

Right after Shabbos, R’ Yitzchok Zev called in the chareidi activists and told them, “Now put up the announcements.”
With the atmosphere so sympathetic towards the charedim, it was received with favor, and the chareidim won control

of the Vaad of Brisk. l: n”‘q ﬁ:ﬂﬁ Ha" yw"a I
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“wn: The Kotzker Rebbe ZT’L was once walking alonga  and glory apparent to you? Doesn’t this luxurious coach, my

road as a coach passed by, and stopped a short distance team of horses and all these modern amenities indicate that I

away from him. Inside was a boyhood friend of the Rebbe’s  possess quite a bit of worldly goods?”’

who had obviously become wealthy. On his way to wealth, “Actually, no,” explained the Kotzker. “This is all your

however, he had become less and less devout. reward for the world to come, which you’ve already received
He invited the Rebbe into his splendid vehicle. As they here, in this world. What I want to know is where is your

traveled, the Rebbe looked around him and then asked, Olam Hazeh, your reward for this world?”

“Tell me, where are all your worldly goods?” Swma: The Torah repeats the words "1 »X" - quite a number
The wealthy man laughingly answered, “Isn’t my wealth _of times, and Rashi comments that this is to remind us that

e

%

e

%

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

MTCTATEN TR TN X EFORAH GEM S penm NN TOKN 12 557

(@20 TP TU NN B XN

(x—12) ORI WX WM

The parsha deals with the commandments regarding the
kohanim, specifically the prohibition against their contact
with impurity. The Ramban ZT”L explains why this is
necessary: “Because of the stature of the kohen - since he is
worthy to be the greatest and most respected among his
nation - he is warned not to profane his stature forever.”

The Mashgiach, R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”’L, noted
that the Torah teaches us a general lesson that applies to
everyone, not merely the kohanim. A Jew, no matter who he
is, at whatever level, may not conduct himself like a gentile.
He may not imitate the gentiles’ lifestyle in terms of dress,
song, mannerisms, etc. A Jew must guard his stature. One
who observes Torah and mitzvos belongs to a nobility,
which demands a higher standard; a more refined speech; a
more dignified manner of dress; a more controlled behavior.
A yeshivah student is of an even greater stature, and must
therefore protect his bearing with extra care. There are
places where he must never be seen nor shall he walk
around in just any type of clothing. He must stand out in his
mode of speech, general conduct, and even eating habits. He
must sanctify the Name of Hashem by his very appearance.
How much more so does this apply if he has the privilege to
become a rebbi or teacher of Torah to others.

The holy Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen
Kagan ZT”’L, once warned his son to be extra careful how
he acts in public, for as a Talmid Chacham, he is under a
greater deal of scrutiny which may cause him to make a
chilul Hashem. “But Tatteh,” responded his son, “who says
that I am a Talmid Chacham?’

The Chofetz Chaim answered, “Believe me, for a Chilul

The story of the Y5pn - blasphemer, is unusual and
unique. The Medrash fills in the details: a son of an Egyptian
father whose mother was from the tribe of Dan, wished to
pitch his tent in the portion of Dan, but they refused. He took
the tribesmen to a Din Torah before Moshe Rabbeinu, who
ruled against him on the basis of the posuk, “According to
their families, to the houses of their fathers.” The man then
stood up and publicly blasphemed against Hashem and the
Torah, sentencing himself to death and his memory to
eternalshame. All this was brought about by him questioning
the laws of the Torah and the ruling of the Beis Din.

The Chacham Shushan Hakohen ZT”’L told a story of a
certain scholar who came to a Kabbalist and asked him to
show him what Gehinom looks like, in order to implant
within his heart a genuine fear of sin. The Kabbalist told
him, “You may only look but not speak.” The scholar agreed.

The Kabbalist placed a cloth over the scholar’s eyes, and
he saw a giant gate upon which was written, “This is the gate
of Gehinom for the wicked.” He saw the terrible punishment
given to the wicked for their sins. He then saw a different
gate, upon which was written, “This is the gate of Gehinom
for the righteous.” He watched as strict justice was issued
against a man for showing compassion to a poor widow.
Unable to contain himself, he cried out, “Where is the
justice?” and the vision disappeared, as he had been warned.

The Kabbalist explained. “This widow stopped paying
her rent, and her landlord summoned her to a Din Torah. As
difficult as it was for the judges, they ruled that she had to
pay the rent money. This person felt sorry for the widow, but
rather than paying her debt for her, he opened his mouth and
lashed out against the judges. For this he was punished!”

Hashem, you’re enough of a Talmid Chacham!”
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischa ZT”’L once said that he learned a very important lesson from his Alef Beis Rebbi. The
rebbi wrote the letter “yud” on the board and said, “Kinderlach, dos iz a yid! (“Children this is a Yid” - A Jew) The rebbi
explained that when you put one Yid next to another Yid - not one above and one below - but rather when 2 Yidden are equal
to each other - this spells out the name of Hashem! The children were fascinated and learned a very important lesson. Where
there is true respect and love between fellow Jews - "oN» 1 TN mw 1PN - Hashem attaches Himself to those Jews.

We are all well aware that the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed because of 0 mw, normally translated as baseless
hatred or hatred for no reason. Now let me ask you a question; would you ever hate someone for absolutely no reason? Of
course not. You don’t just wake up in the morning and randomly choose to hate certain people. The reason we sometimes
feel negatively towards others is because they bother us! We always have a reason! Maybe it’s because they are obnoxious or
maybe they simply remind us of someone we dislike. We always have a reason - not necessarily a good reason - but a reason
nonetheless! So we should really translate "0y now” into “hatred for no good reason” rather than “hatred for no reason.”

This gives us a very important and practical N8y to bring the no)wo. Klal Yisroel must work on "on nanN" - “Love for no
good reason”! You don’t have to have a very good reason to show love, respect or kindness to a fellow Jew. Just love all
Yidden because they are Yidden. This is the Kedushah of Klal Yisroel. This is true 0 nanx - Love for no good reason!




