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     As we move past Tu Bav (the fifteenth day in Av), we should
try to follow the directive of Chazal to use out the season with
its progressively longer nights to add something in quality,
quantity, or a new subject matter to our learning.

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl 

el iz`xae rxd xvi iz`xa
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 zea`c 'e wxt - lel` yceg mikxan - d`x zyxt ycew zay
  Shabbos Parshas Re’eh - Sixth Perek

    f"qyz a` f"k     August 11, 2007 -

                * 7:44 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)    1:36 - zay/ dlecb dgpn  
8:01 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        8:55 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf         

8:51 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v        ~~~~~~        9:31 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf       
 `"xbdl / dlitzd onf seq           10:41 -   zhiyl /  k"d`v       ~~~~ 9:13 -  mz epiax         

("dlk i`ea" xn`iyn) zayd zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` ,mcwen wilcny in - 6:33 drya y"ra dgpnd blt *
zexxerzd ixace miig igwl                                                                                       axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                      iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

((((eeeekkkk----`̀̀̀iiii))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeerrrrnnnnyyyyzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddkkkkxxxxaaaadddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ....ddddllllllllwwwweeee    ddddkkkkxxxxaaaa    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    mmmmkkkkiiiippppttttllll    oooozzzzeeeepppp    iiiikkkkpppp`̀̀̀    dddd`̀̀̀xxxx    
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - Levels of Obligation

Giving a Fifth. Last week we discussed the different levels

of giving. The two highest levels are giving a tenth (ragn)
of one’s earnings which many keep (and according to some

authorities is an obligation), and the highest level, which is

giving a fifth of one's total profit earnings.

Not Giving More Than a Fifth.  The Gemara (1) teaches:

“One who gives large amounts should not give more than

one fifth because by doing so he might end up having to

come onto help from others.” The Poskim (2) argue whether

this is just good advice or an actual prohibition.

Exceptions. In the following cases, all or most of the

Poskim permit a person to give more than a fifth.

To save another person from death, captivity, hunger

and/or sickness (3). 

A very wealthy person who’s four fifths and regular

cash flow, are way above his needs (4). This may also

include a person who has a steady job and a pension

plan, who under normal circumstances is covered (with

Hashem’s help, of course) and has extra in his life. Such

a person may give more than a fifth (5).

Before death, if one wants to receive a final merit and

atonement (6). This should be done very carefully and in

consultation with a Talmid Chacham  to make sure that:

a) His family is well provided for and b) If it is put into

1)

2)

3)

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

his will, the will is binding by Jewish law.

Giving for atonement even during a person’s lifetime (7).

The Poskim equate this to spending more than a fifth to

be healed from sickness which is obviously permitted.

Similarly, one can spend on healing the soul from sin.

This should also be done in consultation with a Talmid

Chacham to make sure that the person does not do

anything too extreme.

To take care of parents (8). It would seem for a number of

reasons that in-laws are considered the same.

To support institutions of Torah learning, individuals

who sit and learn Torah and need financial support to

continue learning (9), or in order to make a Yissachar -

Zevulun arrangement with one who is learning (10).

A POINT TO PONDER

   Many people who indeed work hard for their money and

are “tight” with their cash flow, ask for tuition breaks while

at the same time, they give tzedakah in a heroic manner. It

would seem that the schools and yeshivos should be first in

line to receive full tuition payments, which are bona-fide

obligations, no worse than paying a plumber for his services.

4)

5)

6)

,fkk ostv ,t ,u,pk grv rmh jhkmn lht 'kutak ah f"tu     
?orfa kg vcurn osxpva 'ovv ohhbuhnsv ohdubg,v rjt
vhk rfsns ,hk grv rmh ,gac" :(:ck) ohrsbc ,rtucn vcua,v
urmh hrcsc ibuc,vk ujhbn rmhv iht 'vut,v ,gaca /"cuy rmhk
dubg, aujh vc /vru,c unmg ,t gheavk 'vr,ub ,jt vmg /cuyv
ot" :(:k) ihaushec rtucn ifu /grv rmh ka uhreac xtnhu 'h,hnt
dubg,c auj,u /"arsnv ,hck uvfan '(r"vmh) vz kuubn lc gdp
kg ,znurv '"ict"v z"hga ubhhv '"junhb tuv ict ot" 'ztu 'h,hntv

] /xnh, 'rnujv ,uscfk"rvn     [/wt rmhv ch,b 'okug ,uch,b '
od tkt 'r"vmhn kmhba er tk 'h,hntv dubg,c aja ostvu   
,pubu acsn oheu,nu" ohkhv,c f"anfu /hbjur ahtk lpvb

v rtcnu /(th 'yh ohkhv,) "ohpumohhj .pjurpx ,nsevc) 
sg 'kusd ,ueh,n jf acsv gcyc aha gusha" :(,ufkv hyuehk
huvha uc vv,ahu 'vnusfu rac ut ojk 'rcs vzht uc kuph ota
curk vbvu /rund acsk racvu ojkv lpv,h inzv lanc 'cr
/rund r,hv ,uhvk rzuj ruxht rcs uc kpb ot ukhpt ohexupv
r,uh vcrv kusd tuv 'vru,v ,ueh,n jfa 'cu,fv rnta uvzu
vc ecs,nu vru,v kg seua ost ot ubhhvs 'ohpum ,pubu acsn
vru,v jf 'sutn gr vkhj,n vhv uapb gcy ot ukhpt 'hutrf

/"ann rjt aht ,uhvk lpvbu 'u,asenu u,rvyn

   i" vfrcc wkv yeb gusn ihcvk arat" rntb tku '"iugna, ot
" rntba vkkeca unf '"ugna,ot?"ugna, tk 

v .r,nu   ohhjv ruttkpun dubg, thv vru,c vghnav hf" 
oguyvu 'ofapb hj,u ugna (d vb vhgah) urnutf 'apbv vhjnu
'uzf vb,n uk i,ba hnk cuy kund okak uhkga aujh 'vru,v ogy
omga 'ubk ,znur vru,va 'ubhhvu /"vhkg rfa guc,k uk ihta htsuu

 /rgak ihta dubg,u raut ka adr & vfrcv thv vghnavvghnau
 ush kga 'vru,v kng thv uzihcnhutrf ,uumnv ohheh lht ostv 

/(vbcv uaurhp vghna)
tkt ubht 'vgak dbg,n ostva ;t 'z"vugv hdubg, kfc vbvu   
usxpv vcrstu 'vnutn ubnn rtab tk z"jtk odu 'vnusn dubg,
,ughrdc ostv kf,xh" u"yp ohrah ,khxnc rtucnfu /vcurn
vbv wufu 'vnusn 'hrndk czuf tuvv cuyv ,uhv wufu z"vugv ,udubg,
urugha iht hrv ?ubnn r,uh sxpbu sct rcs ahv 'kftnv dubg,
sct ohgnv hbcc srhu vbnn tmha iuhfu /vghkcv ,hc rughaf tkt
ohrucrc kft ot gca vhvh lfu /vhv tk uktf jfabu urfz
uck kt ohah ot ifa kf /rche ojk kft ot unf 'ohxuct
',ujpku 'u,khft ,njn uhkg tuck ohkufha ohcrv ohtkjv
wufu ukfa ,t ohkhcvnv ohbagvu 'vkhftv rjt uvghdna scufv

/" wufu if unf okugca ,utbvv kf rtau
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,jbn (7) t:ynr s"uh t"nr (6) oa (5) oa (4) c:f:c sxj ,cvt (3) t:ynr s"uh (2) /b ,ucu,f (1)
 th:zm:c vnka ,jbn (10) ws ,ut f:c sxj ,cvt (9) ykr s"uh rpux o,j ,"ua (8) un:s rzgkt
         

R' Chaim Ben Attar ZT"L (Ohr HaChaim) would say:

    “When a tzaddik calls upon his constituents to dedicate themselves to spirituality, they may say, ‘What

does he know from the pleasures of this world and what can he possibly know of its enjoyment?’ Thus,

Moshe tells Bnei Yisroel whfbt vtrw - look and see that I grew up in Pharaoh’s home - I am wealthy and

prestigious. Nevertheless, I urge you not to be drawn after the vanities of the world; rather take for yourselves

the eternal blessings of the fulfillment of Torah and mitzvos, the pleasantness of spirituality.”

R' Chaim Meir Hagar ZT"L (Vizhnitzer Rebbe) would say:

    “A humble person realizes that nothing is owed to him, and therefore, he feels satisfied with what he has.

Such a person does not raise his sights to receive what is above him. He constantly has peace of mind and

feels the joy of life.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “It is a great ability to conceal one’s ability.”
mmmmiiiiiiiiggggdddd    xxxxeeeexxxxvvvvaaaa    ddddxxxxeeeexxxxvvvv    ddddzzzznnnnyyyypppp    `̀̀̀ddddzzzz    ----    lllleeeellll`̀̀̀    ''''aaaa    ''''ttttpppp    ----    dddd""""rrrr    aaaaiiiiiiiillll    ddddcccceeeeddddiiii    zzzzaaaa    ddddxxxxyyyy    ddddiiiigggg    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀dddd    pppp""""iiiirrrrllll
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of the town and they demanded that the Rov take action. Of course, R’ Yisroel Meir immediately removed the

kosher certification from the butcher shop and let it be known that the butcher had no ,uraf ,ezj -

presumption of innocence. In a very short time, he was out of business.

   A few days later, a weeping and repentant butcher came before the Rov. “Rabbi,” he cried, “I have done a

terrible thing. I have hurt you, the townspeople and my family. I feel horrible about it and I want to do

teshuvah. Please, please tell me what I must do to remove this stain from on top of my head!” 

    R’ Yisroel Meir observed him closely and was able to discern that the man was truly upset and repentant.

His cries were sincere and his entire body shook from the pain of what he had caused. The Rov decided to

prescribe a regiment of teshuvah and required the former butcher to pay an amount of forty liters of candles

to the local Beis Medrash, a large sum which would allow it to remain lit and warm for a very long time. The

butcher agreed at once and did a complete repentance, fulfilling everything the Rov told him to do. However,

the pain and humiliation was far too much to bear for the butcher and he passed away a short time later. 

    R’ Yisroel Meir would customarily learn in the back of the Beis Medrash, behind the curtain of the

woman’s section. One day, in the midst of his learning, he felt a tremendous fatigue come over him and

before he knew it, he laid his head down on the table for a short nap. He then saw a vision of three regal and

majestic individuals, eyes shining and imposing in stature, coming towards him. The leader of the three called

out, “R’ Yisroel Meir, do you recall the incident with the butcher who sold non-kosher meat? You required

him to pay forty liters of candles to the Beis Medrash. Tell us now, what was the purpose of this payment?

Was it a fine, a punishment for his misdeed, so that he and the rest of the merchants should know to never

attempt such an act again? Or was it an atonement for his hideous sin, a completion of his teshuvah process?”

    The young Chofetz Chaim was speechless. He could not utter a word. The leader of the three exhorted him

to answer their question and told him that they would not leave until he did so. He thought hard for a moment

and then responded that as far as he could remember, it was a fine. Instantly, the three men vanished.

    R’ Yisroel Meir woke up from his slumber with a heavy head and turned back to his learning. Once again,

though, he felt a great weariness come upon him and he closed his eyes. This time, he saw the butcher,

haggard and distraught, calling to him accusatively, “Rabbi, look what you’ve done to me! When I stood

before the Heavenly Tribunal, they wanted to put me away for a long time due to my terrible sin, but I told

them that I had already paid up my debt to society. I did a real teshuvah and even paid a huge amount to the

local Beis Medrash. The accusing angel, however, dismissed this claim and said that this was not part of my

teshuvah, and it was decided to come to you and ask you what your true intention was. But now that you

answered that it was only a punishment for my sin, and not an atonement, I am forced to undergo the terrible

fires of Gehinnom!” After that, the Chofetz Chaim quit the Rabbonus and never entered it again.          

((((`̀̀̀kkkk----`̀̀̀iiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjiiiizzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀eeee    ddddzzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzrrrrcccciiii    `̀̀̀llll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiddddllll`̀̀̀    ddddccccaaaarrrrppppeeee    ................    jjjjzzzzaaaa    eeee`̀̀̀    jjjjppppaaaa    eeee`̀̀̀    jjjjnnnn`̀̀̀    ooooaaaa    jjjjiiiigggg`̀̀̀    jjjjzzzziiiiqqqqiiii    iiiikkkk 
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    llll`̀̀̀eeee    ddddggggeeeeppppnnnndddd    llll`̀̀̀    ddddzzzzrrrr    ccccrrrr    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀aaaa    `̀̀̀llll    iiiikkkk    
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjllll    oooozzzzpppp    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddllllggggppppdddd        ((((hhhh----aaaaiiii))))

   From the moment the Jewish People reached the

"vjubn" - “Resting Place” - a reference to Mishkan

Shiloh, and the "vkjb" - “Heritage” - an allusion to

the Bais Hamikdosh, they were forbidden to bring

korbonos on their own personal altars (,unc).
    R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L provides a novel

approach to understand Hashem’s “Master Plan” as

to why the original Mishkan rested in Shiloh for a

short period of 369 years, until it finally settled in its

rightful place in Yerushalayim for all eternity. This,

he says, is a reflection of "ohbck inhx ,uct vagn" -

“The actions of (our) fathers are an indication to the

sons.” Originally, it was Rochel Imeinu who was to

be the sole and most beloved wife of Yaakov, the one

to have borne him all of the twelve shevatim. However,

Hashem decided otherwise and saved her sister Leah

from Esav by having her marry Yaakov. And when

Hashem saw that Leah was "vtuba" - “Hated”, He

delivered to her six of the twelve shevatim. Thus, in

Leah’s position as Matriarch of half the tribes, her

children were entitled to receive a greater portion of

the “heritage” than Rochel’s children. 

   For this reason, Mishkan Shiloh - which was located

in the portion of Ephraim, son of Rochel - was

established first, although it only lasted 369 years.

Likewise, the ,ufkn - kingship, of Klal Yisroel was

originally bestowed upon Shaul, a descendant of

Rochel. However, they were both removed from the

domain of Rochel and placed for posterity in the

domain of Leah, due to the sins of Bnei Ephraim in

Shiloh, and Shaul’s inaction in killing out Amalek.

Thus, the Bais Hamikdosh was restored in Yerushalayim

and the royalty given over to Dovid Hamelech.    

                        jjjjrrrrxxxxffff    zzzz`̀̀̀eeeeaaaazzzz    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    xxxxyyyyrrrrzzzz    xxxxyyyyrrrr            
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddppppyyyy    ddddppppyyyy    ddddccccyyyydddd    ̀̀̀̀ vvvveeeeiiiidddd        ((((aaaakkkk----cccciiii))))    

   The Torah promises every Jew: "rag,,a khcac rag"
- “Tithe (give charity) in order that you will become

rich.” (hrpx) This guarantee is not contingent upon

any other variable: If a person is careful to give a

tenth of his earnings (ragn) to charity, there is no

question that he will become wealthy. Not only that,

say the commentators, but his wealth will make him

happy, content and a living embodiment of the words

in Avos (t-d): “Who is rich? One who is satisfied with

his lot.” What greater blessing can one receive?

    Aside from the weekly reading of Parshas Re’eh,

we also lain the parsha of "rag, rag" on the holiday

of Shemini Atzeres outside of Eretz Yisroel. In Israel,

however, where Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah

are celebrated on the same day, the parsha that is

read is "vfrcv ,tzu". The holy Satmar Rebbe, R’

Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”L, once remarked that the

order of the readings in Eretz Yisroel and abroad is

very fitting. Since, when the Jews of the Diaspora

(those living outside the Land of Israel) are properly

fulfilling the mitzvah of "rag, rag" by supporting the

many needy individuals and institutions all over the

world and especially in the Holy Land, they are

bringing the "vfrcv ,tzu" to the people living in Israel

who rely on their assistance. But it goes both ways,

since even in the Diaspora, Chazal tell us that every

Jewish home, synagogue and institution of Torah

learning, contains within it a bit of the kedushah -

holiness, that permeates Eretz Yisroel. Therefore, when

one gives charity and brings bountiful blessing to the

Land of Israel, he is, in fact, creating a “boomerang”

effect of wealth and blessing back into his own home

and city thereby allowing him to give more charity! 

    
llllyyyynnnn:  It is told that the holy Chid”a, R’ Chaim Yosef
Dovid Azulai ZT”L, was born premature, in the
seventh month. It was a difficult labor and delivery,
and when the baby finally emerged, he did not cry nor
move at all. The midwife and those family members
standing around were sure that the unbreathing baby
would not survive and cast the baby aside in order to
better work on the health of the mother.
   Just then, the grandmother of the baby arrived and
when she couldn’t get close to her daughter on the
bed, noticed that the baby was lying still on the floor!
She scooped him up, caressed and warmed his body
and somehow managed to get the baby breathing.

This tiny baby, who was left for dead by unthinking
people, grew up to become a light unto his nation, all
thanks to one person who took the time to help him
and bring him back from the land of the dead. 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Today, there so many “lost souls” - young
people who have been cast aside by society and left to
die a spiritual death. These people, who have lost
their way from yiddishkeit - whether spitefully or just
victims of circumstances - need to be sought after, for
someone to take an interest in them and nurture their
inherent abilities until they can begin “breathing”
again. Let us seek out these souls who have fallen
through the cracks and help restore them to their glory.
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    ((((aaaaiiii----bbbbiiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjaaaaxxxxwwwwaaaa    ddddffffdddd    rrrrxxxxdddd    xxxxaaaacccckkkk    cccceeeerrrr    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    eeeettttiiiiqqqqeeeeiiii    `̀̀̀lllleeee    eeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiiieeee    eeeerrrrnnnnyyyyiiii    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    llllkkkkeeee
   It is well known that the holy Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT”L, who lived for

much of his life in the tiny village of Radun, served as neither the Rov of the town, nor the Rosh Yeshivah of

the local yeshivah. Nobody knew the reason for this and it was only after he passed away, that his son-in-law,

R’ Aharon Cohen ZT”L, revealed what his great father-in-law had told him in confidence. 

   When R’ Aharon was much younger, he was experiencing difficulty securing a job in the Rabbonus. He

complained about this to his shver, and was surprised when the Chofetz Chaim attempted to convince him not

to bother. He then relayed the following story which served as the basis for his decision not to be a Rov.

   In his early days in Radun, R’ Yisroel Meir was indeed appointed the Rov. Not long after he took the

position, a local butcher was caught in the act of selling non-kosher meat. It was a terrible blow to the Jews of


