
/// vnvcku ;ugk ofh,caun kfc ukft, tk os kfu
(uf-z)asue ,cac ,urhvz ohfhrmv ohrcs vnf - 

    tkfc ,dvub 'gere ,cuj vbhtu ;udv ,cuj thva hpk - ofh,ucaun kfc :h"ar
kfcw ,uch,a h"ark uk vaeuv /rnuk lrmuv vnk arpn wt erpc ihaushecu ',ucaun
/w,caw iuakn tuv wofh,ucaunw ,ch,a 'k"h znr lrscu 'ohr,uhnf ohtrb wofh,ucaun
kg r,uhc ubk vmujb uz vghsha ahdsvk aehc 'os ruxht kg cu,fv rhvzva hsf lu,u

,t rhafvk ubhkga rjtn 'vbav ,u,ca kfv,mru /,cav sucfk kftbv racv 
/kujv hnhc tku ',cac rehgc tuv vhumr racv ,khfta inzva ,tzc ubghsuvk vru,v
kuftk tuv o,cujna uktf obahu 'kujv hnhc rac ,khftc ruxht iht ihsv smna ;tu

in rzb,vk ihbg ah lfc jrfv ihta hnk n"n 'o,uthrc shn,vk hsf kujc rac racv
 uthcva hpf 'ohehsmv hdvbnn uvzu /kujv hnhcgggg""""hhhhzzzz    kkkkttttyyyyhhhhuuuuuuuu    jjjj""""rrrrvvvvuuuunnnn.gwk u,nsevc) 

/wvru,v ,uhnhbpw ,nfj ,t dhavk ohmpjv uktk tuv vph vz dvbna oa c,fu /(wohhj
ohkufh ',cav ihbg kg od ,arp,n wofh,ucaunw ,ch,a hfvk ,h,ts t,av    
'wos ,khftw ka ,pxub vbhjc kg vrun itf runtv wosv ,khftw ruxht oda rnuk
tcc) trndc t,htsf 'wohns ,khftw rsdc if od tuva wohbp ,bckvw ruxht ubhhvu
ukhtf ohcrc urhcj hbp ihcknv kf :ejmh rc injb crs vhne tb, hb,w :(:jb vghmn
osutva vz rcsu /k"fg wtruuj h,tu tenux khzts vhk tbhzjs 'wufu ohns lpua
ovca 'kujv hnhf obht vbav ,u,ca 'vbvs /ohns ,khftf cajhvk vkufh 'ek,xn
inzk er tuv 'ohadpb ot odu /adphvk ohhubp lf kf obhtu 'uhexgc sjt kf sury
ostv tucha lf kf humn ubht if kgu /u,ftknku u,ubnutk .r sjt kfa sg 'kcdun

uh ohvua ost hbcu 'vjubnk usguba ',u,cav hnhc tuv if tk /ohbp ,bckv hshkr,

 wv ouh tuc hbpk thcbv vhkt ,t ofk jka hfbt vbv
 /// trubvu kusdv(kusdv ,cak ,rypv)"kusdv ,ca" ka ihbg - 

    t t,ht xrrrruuuuyyyycccchpk ogyvu kusdv ,ca u,ut ihrue jxpv hbpka ,ca" :(k", whx) 
ovk ujehu vzv asujk ruagc ch,fsf ruagc ujen ohrmn jxpa kusd xb uc vagba
rsxc t,htsf wv ouhc vhv ohrmnn ktrah utmha jxpu ,hck va ,uct ,hck va
hgrfc u,ut raeu ujxpk va sjt kf ovk ujeku ,ca vhv asjc wha tmnbu okug
ubhkg oav ,umnc jxp oak uyjak uchavu ofk vz vnk ohhrmnv ouktau u,yn
oa kgu rcs ovk rnuk ihtar uhv tku ivhvkt ,t ihyjuaa kg ,uve ovhbha uhvu
oharpnv uaeva ,uhaue vnfu vnf ahu /k"fg '"kusdv ,ca u,ut ihrue xbv u,ut
'ohrmn ka ivhvkt ujeka kusdv xbv oa kg treb kusdv ,caa if ots 'ruyv kg
crg sg asujk ruagn hnuh uvkufk hrehnk vhk vuv vz ogy hpks vahrsv wev f"t

/iuatrv ouhc vhv xbv rehgs wh,u /xbv vagb okufcs ohkusd ohnh jxp
hrhagc vagb xbv hrv ',cav ouhk teus vz xb uxjhh gusns 'oharpnv wev sugu     
ouh kfc rfz ,uagk ubk vhvu 'asue ,cac vagba vzk ,ufhha oua vhv tku 'ixhbk

 wh,u /,cac grht tk ot ukhpt ixhb asujk hrhagaaaauuuucccckkkkvvvv,cac xbv ohku,a vnu" :k"zu 

hf ',u,cav hnhc rehgc ovh,cc ihhumn ,ujpanv hbc od /ovhshshu ovhjt ,crec
ratf ,u,cacu 'crgc er ovh,ck ohcau 'osunk, ,hcc ohbcv ohvua kujv hnhc
utucha r,uhc humn if kgu 'vz og vz rcsk uhjt kt aht ovhbp zt 'uhsjh ohjt ucah
,uzhrzv kg rhvzvk vru,v v,tr if kgu 'ohbp ,bckv hshku vchrnu vyye hshk
ka vbhjc kfn gbnhvk ofhkg - wukft, tk os kfuw :lf cu,fv arp,hu /vz ihbgc
ka ohcmnv kfc - wofh,ucaun kfcw 'os ,khft ,bhjc thva wohbp ,bckvw
rhvz ,uhvk uhkg kyun 'uhghr og rcsnu ,xbfv ,hcc tuvaf iv 'vbav ,u,ca
uhkg kyun u,hcc uhskh og tuvaf ivu 'u,kuzc gudpk ohruntv ohrcs rcskn
ohcuxnv uhskh sucfc stn rvzhk lhrm unmg ctv odu /lf hshk utuch tka jhdavk
,t lbjk vumn uk aha ;tu /ohrjtv uhbc hbpc ,urgdc obhckvk tka 'ung sjh

/wvrhcgc vtcv vumnw vhv,a tku ',jbc vz vhvha rvzhk lhrm ouen kfn 'uhskh
'vc ukafha aujk aha cmn kfc rrugk ohfhrm wohbp ,bckvw ka vz ihbg kg   
vnf sg rt,k kkf t"t 'uh,ufkav rgak kufh ostv ihtu 'sutn trub iuug hf
ukhtf rcsv vtrb ,uhbumhjc hf ,nt iv 'vprj ka ruchsn ost ka uapb ,skux
shngn hf 'vbuhkgv kg thv vzucnv ka ush hf vtrb sug ohngpku 'rcs grht tk
ohaug apbv ,uhnhbpc lt 'vzcnv ka ubuak ycan kgp,n ubht ukhtf ohbp tuv
ohcurn ohnh /u,prjk ruzn tumnk sutn vae ohngpk rat 'ezj oaur ohrcsv
ohrfhb ohrcsv uhvha hkcn kct, uhkg uapbu ohbunvv ihc lkv,vk vzucnv kufh
vhv vkvu acuj kmt ,fkk ,ujpk vhv kufh 'vrucj ,fn uz v,hv ukhtu '.ujc
euez hf ck kg oa aht ihtu rfhb urgm iht 'vz kct 'urgmn tpr,ha sg uc kpyn
uapb ,t ,utprk euez hf ihcvk khfah unmgc ot ;tu /,uapb tpurk tuv
vae curv hp kga ';udv ,rmn apbv ,rm thv vcurn tkv ouen kfn ',ctufv

/vtfv ka ctfn vnfu vnf hp tuv iuhzc ka vkpavv ctf od 'v,utprk sutn
',cav ,rhna h"g tkt xbv tc tka hbpn 'vhvha ouh vzht 'asujk s"hc tku
arsnc t,htsf ohrmnc ,cav ohrnua ktrah uhva ohhrmnv ugsha hbpna
lfk 'oukta lf h"gu ',cac hj kgcc ihkpyn uhva ohvhn,n uhv '(jf 't r"a)
'asue ,cak rauen kusdv ,ca ka xbv b"vt hrv /k"fg "kusdv ,ca teuus ihrue

/ixhbk hrhag ouhc grht tka odv jxp osue tuva ,cavc rfz ihaug ubt f"gu
tuv wkusdv ,cawc ,hkf,v rehgs 'rjt iputc wuev cahhk s"bgk vtrb obnt    
iujycvu vbuntv ezjk hsf tuv uagba ohxbv ka ,hkf,vu 'uc vagba xbv rufzk

gu vag usck tuvu 'vkuf vthrcv kf dhvbn w,h tuva rhfvku ',"havcvaghu vau
ubhkg ohsnugv shn ubkhmn tuvu 'ktrah ung cvut w,h tuvu /ohagnv kfk
ube, ukht 'f"t /ubh,uctku ubk uagba ohxbv kf kg ,"havk ,usuvku /ubh,ukfk
'xbv ,rhfzc ,hkf,v ohhe,h tka rapt 'ixhbc hrhag ouhc vz xb rufzk k"zj
ausevu kusdv djv ,trek ihfvk ,ukusd ,usryc sry t"utf jxpv dj osuea
'iujycu vbuntc unmg ezjk vz xbc hutrf ibuc,vk lhha tks yuapu 'trubu

 ogyna rapt f"gu 'kujv hnhc vzv xbv kg ,"havk ,usuvkvuk"zj ube, vz
,trek unmg ihfvk ruxt ,cav ouhca 'djv hbpka ,cav ouhc teus vz xb rufzk
ouhc ostva ,ubbuc,v ka ouh tuv ,cau 'vbfvc ruxtu 'vftknc ruxta 'djv

/vagba kusdv xbv ,rhfzc ,hkf,v ohhek lhhau 'apbv ,ujubnc ,cav

ohjcz sdbf ,ujbn ihekuj iht""  - The Braisa states: A ivf may not say to his fellow ivf, you take my ekj in this vjbn icre and in return, I’ll take
your ekj that you’re entitled to from a icre. Rather, each ivf of the ct ,hc gets a portion from each icre that is brought. The rzb hbct brings the

 [asenv v"s wxu, ;ux :cb ihaushe]ohbah wxu,  that says: a ivf may sell his portion to another ivf. Based on this, our ihs that they may not
exchange portions must be a f"vzd, because if it’s ruxt because it’s vucd iunn, why may one ivf sell to another? Meforshim discuss, if one may
sell a mitzvah or rfa that he has. The  [wzk ,ut wjf wx s"uh]ohsdn hrp  says one should not sell the opportunity to do a vumn, to someone else.
    The  [wd ,ut ;"hrv hpsc :ck ;s e"c]ohrucdv hyka  discusses the ihbg of ohcuvz vrag that one must pay if he “chaps” a vumn away from his friend.
He concludes that  ,yhao"cnrv  is that this payment is a ihs and not a xbe. Therefore, he says, one may sell his vumn as there is a price on it.
However, he adds, this may only be done on a ,uagk sh,ga vumn, but if the vumn was already fulfilled, selling it to another cannot be done.
     The ]rcs chan [wsh 'd"j c"hmb  was asked: someone went to a cuaj person and purchased his oh,ufz from him. He subsequently found out the
seller is not so cuaj and doesn’t have many oh,ufz to his name, so he went to the c"hmb to see if he is entitled to his money back. The c"hmb says,
selling hbjur rfa is not right, as we see the vru, says uag was vrufcv vzcn because he sold it. However, this should not be confused with selling
partial rfa of one’s vru, sunk,. This may be done if it is to give one the financial freedom to learn even more Torah. As it says, ,jt vga vph
c"vug hhj kfn r,uh z"vugc y"agnu vcua,c (vru,c). But to sell one’s hbjur dbug just so he can have more hnad dbug should not be done. This is
probably the source of the famous song sung in Yeshivos around the world - "ltz rgxgc t zht vru, igbrgk ltz gyud t zht c"vug".
     The chmb further klers, selling ,", rfa won’t work because the rfa of ,", is entry into the vkgn ka vchah and if one just buys it, he won’t be
permitted in, as it’s a iuhzc for iudv ubhta aht to be there. But maybe, selling vumn rfa which is a hbjur dbug that is a equal vkgn to everybody,
might be permissible. He also discusses that the ihbe being made on this transaction is on a okugk tc tka rcs which itself is problematic. a"g.

]vru, ,gs [,hatrc .hcuchk ojurh wr     says he met Rav Naftali Amsterdam zt”l and he said one may sell a portion of his c"vug to his friend and
is actually doing him a favor, because since c"vug is ,hkf, iht sgu .e iht sg, it is never diminished, so the seller isn’t losing anything. The Rema
says [wt 'u"nr s"uh] says: a iukucz rfaah deal may be done and the rfa split, but only on future ,",. Any previously learned vru, may not be sold.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter zt”l (Imrei Emes) would say:
     “wkfth ubcre ouhc uhnka ,su, jcz racuw - An offering of lesser sanctity (kadashim kalim) may be eaten for two days and
one night. Why is the korban todah limited to only a day and the succeeding night? A todah is brought in recognition of
a miracle that was done by Hashem on behalf of a person. Limiting the time when the korban todah may be eaten teaches
us that each day one should be aware of and appreciate the new miracles Hashem constantly performs on his behalf.”
 
A Wise Man would say: “The truth does not change according to our ability to stomach it.”                        
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wr ,c vtk ,rnu 'z"ga,
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ohhjv rurmc vrurm

vatv h,cx b"hgk
kjr ,rn vcuaj

ctz vhrt wr ,c vtk
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Psakim and Halachos of Chag HaPesach (3)
Here are a number of practical tips for the Pesach Sedorim. 
1) Everyone should be well rested, both adults and children.
2) It helps if the matza amounts that will be eaten are measured
out and put in bags before Yom Tov. Then, at the Seder, one
adds a small piece of the top and middle matza to each portion to
fulfill Lechem Mishna and the poor man’s broken bread. This
can also be done for the portion of matza for the Korech
sandwich. This saves a lot of time at the Seder and minimizes
the break between the berachos and the mitzvos of eating. 
3) Have in mind with the beracha of Shehecheyanu in Kiddush
to thank Hashem for the Yom Tov, and the mitzvos of relating the
exodus from Mitzrayim, eating matza multiple times, eating
marror, saying Hallel, and drinking the four cups of wine.
4) Having a clear head on Pesach night is a must, and should not
be hampered with drowsiness due to the wine. If one is not sure
if he can handle wine, he has other choices. Low alcohol wine is
fine. Mixing one-third wine and two-thirds grape juice is also
good. Plain grape juice is also good according to most Poskim.
5) Those who have the custom of stealing the Afikoman must

  
  

 

  

      

make sure it doesn’t ruin the night. If one child is a winner and
the other is not, he will not be receptive to listen to what needs to
be listened to, and then we are all losers. The best way is to make
up that all the children will get a prize for not stealing it, or that
they all are one group, with everybody being a winner. 
6) Very Important. After the children (and adults where it is
done) ask the four questions, the adults say the paragraph
“Avadim Hayinu...” After saying it, the one leading the Seder
should stop and tell the children that we just answered your four
questions. You asked why we eat marror? Because we had a
bitter time as slaves. You asked why we eat matza? Because we
left in a hurry and there was no time to bake proper bread, and
now we remember that rushed trip. You asked why we lean and
dip? Because we became free and noble people that night, and
noble royalty lean and dip their foods. These are the basic
answers and many details will be added as we proceed. 
7) The Haggada shel Pesach is not just a two-night “crash
course” but rather it is to be studied the whole eight days of
Pesach. This is inferred from the posuk (Devorim 16:3) where
matza is referred to as lechem that is talked about for seven days.



    Medrash Tanchuma writes: “The Bais HaMikdash and Tziyon will not be rebuilt until a Korban Olah is brought.” This is
difficult to understand; how can a Korban be brought if there is no Mizbeach? R’ Yoel Teitelbaum zt”l, the Divrei Yoel,
brings another interesting Chazal. R’ Yosi Ben Kisma’s students asked him when Moshiach would come. He answered simply,
"vkugv ,ru, ,tz". What is the meaning of this response, and what is unique about the Olah that it is singled out?
     The Gemara in Zevachim teaches (90b) that a person who is obligated in both a Chatas and an Olah, brings the Chatas
first. Regarding a source that implies the Olah precedes, the Gemara concludes: "cu,fv vnhsev vtrenk", in the order of
reading, the Olah comes first. Rashi explains that in the vthrev rsx, the parsha of the Olah is taught before that of the
Chatas. Tosfos raises a difficulty with this and leaves it unresolved. The Satmar Rav offers a penetrating explanation to
this question and says that the Olah atones for improper thoughts, failures of the heart and mind, while the Chatas addresses
sinful actions. But how can one know that his Chatas offering is accompanied by actual and genuine remorse? The answer
is that before one brings the Chatas, he must first learn and internalize the message of the Olah. Even if the Olah is offered
second in practice, its parsha must be absorbed first, ensuring true inner Teshuva.
     In Galus, this idea becomes foundational. A person’s focus should be on the pain of the Shechinah. How then, did Anshei
Knesses HaGedolah institute so many personal bakashos in tefillah? Because these requests are meant to be a means through
which we can better serve Hashem and ultimately bring the Geulah. This is the message of "vkugv ,ru, ,tz". When a person
refines not only his actions but his thoughts and intentions, aligning his ,uhnhbp with a sincere yearning for redemption, he
creates the conditions for Moshiach. In this sense, learning the Parshas Olah becomes the prerequisite to the final redemption and
is equivalent to bringing a korban itself. As Pesach approaches, let us truly desire to do the Mitzvos with the Beis Hamikdash.

     The Mishna in Pirkei Avos (5-5) says that one of the ten miracles which occurred in the Bais HaMikdash was that the rain
didn’t extinguish the fire on the jczn. R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l in his classic Ruach Chaim on Avos asks two questions.
Firstly, Hashem could’ve easily orchestrated that no rain should fall at all. What was the point of this great nes? Additionally,
he makes a diyuk in the Mishna. It says "ohxhb vrag" - ten miracles, occurred "ubh,uctk" to our fathers, in the mikdash. Why is
the word "ubh,uctk" necessary? He explains with the following insight. Each of these miracles was a lesson in avodas Hashem
for all generations to come. This particular nes teaches us that even if things crop up that could deter a person from his
respective service, he mustn’t give in. Rather the fire and passion should continue to vigorously burn bright in him.
    R’ Chaim further expounds that rain symbolizes parnassah. The strain of parnassah sometimes presents a major challenge
and deterrent to our learning and davening, but a person must persevere and forge ahead, keeping up his vru,k oh,g ,ughce.
Thus, Hashem specifically let the rain descend on the fire to impart this critical lesson. In fact, even when the nation traveled,
the fire remained burning; albeit only on a simmer. Perhaps this teaches us that even while we may be on our “down-time”, we
must never forget about our commitments and our service to Hakadosh Boruch Hu.
     There is a cute anecdote that complements this thought. Someone once bumped into a street peddler who was shouting out
his wares. “Excuses for sale! Excuses for sale!” He went over and in wonder exclaimed, “You’re still selling excuses?!
You’ve been at it now for over thirty years!” To which the peddler wisely responded, “You don’t get rich selling excuses!”
      Yes. Obstacles and excuses will come our way - the key to success is how we react to them!                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 vag kfu ohsz kf uhvu
 /// ae vgar(yh-d hftkn)

 vseun kg vkgv tuv vkgv ,ru, ,tz
 uc seu, jcznv atu /// jcznv kg(c-u)

 /// vcf, tk jcznv kg seu, shn, at(u-u)
vcf, tk jcznv kg seu, shn, at /// (u-u) 

     Parshas Tzav begins with a command that a constant fire must burn upon the Mizbeach and may not be extinguished. This
teaches us that not only is there a technical requirement to keep the fire going, but also that even when the camp traveled, the
flame of the korban olah remained lit and was always carried with them. In other words, the korban olah represents a steady,
unwavering commitment - an Aish Tamid - that accompanies a Jew wherever life takes them. This week is also Shabbos
HaGadol, when our ancestors in Mitzrayim publicly set aside the Korban Pesach and took their first courageous step toward
redemption. These two ideas connect. The inner constancy symbolized by the olah and the public courage of Shabbos
HaGadol together remind us that both quiet dedication and bold action are essential parts of our journey toward geulah.
     A number of years ago, in the quiet hum of a kosher restaurant in Southern Florida, Rabbi Ephraim Eliyahu sat with his
wife and daughter when the atmosphere of the dining room was suddenly shattered by a harsh commotion. Four young
women, visitors from a foreign country, were relentlessly lambasting their waiter. They shouted over trivialities - the
temperature of their drinks and the quality of the cheese. Their words were sharp, public, and demeaning, aimed at a young
man in his early twenties who stood defenseless against the verbal onslaught. The waiter, a man by the name of Shoam, stood
paralyzed. He didn’t fight back; he didn’t offer a sharp retort. Instead, he absorbed the humiliation in silence.
     Rabbi Eliyahu watched the scene with a mix of indignation and hesitation. He felt he should intervene, perhaps even ask
the women to leave the establishment for their reprehensible behavior, but he found himself frozen in place. It was his wife
who broke the spell. She reminded him of the words of Chazal that when a person is publicly shamed and chooses to suffer
his humiliation in silence, they are granted a rare and potent spiritual power to bestow a beracha upon others.
     “Call the waiter over,” she urged her husband. “Ask him for a beracha.”
     Reluctant but trusting, the Rabbi called Shoam to their table. He asked the young man his name and his age. Shoam, still
reeling from the public lashing, looked at the Rabbi with confusion, wondering if this was just another part of the joke. “I am a
Rabbi in this community,” he said with absolute sincerity. “You were just humiliated, and you stayed silent. You have the
power to give a blessing right now, and I want one for my family.” Moved by this sudden pivot from cruelty to profound respect,
Shoam mumbled a blessing of sorts, but as he walked away, the tears he had been holding back finally came crashing down.
     Five minutes later, Shoam returned to the table, his face transformed. He asked to speak with the Rabbi and shared a story
that had been buried for nearly two decades. Shoam had been raised religious (dati) in Israel, studying Mishnayos with his
father. But the connection began to fray. By twelve, he had drifted away. By seventeen, he had left Israel for America, entirely
disconnected from his heritage. He was living a completely secular life. He married a non-religious woman from Argentina
and they were building a life in North Miami Beach, far removed from the world of the yeshivah.
     “Rabbi,” Shoam said, his voice thick with emotion, “it has been sixteen years since I felt I had any relationship with my
family or my faith. But if you could care about me - a total stranger, a mere waiter in a small food establishment - and if you
believe that I have the power to give a blessing, then I am ready to come back into the fold. I am ready to be religious again.”
     The rabbi and his family were shocked at first, and then delighted with his decision. The recognition of Shoam’s inherent
kedusha even in his moment of lowest humiliation was the spark. Shoam began the journey of becoming a real baal teshuva.
    Rabbi Eliyahu helped him find a study partner to begin learning Torah again. Over the next few years, the transformation
was total. Shoam’s non-religious wife joined him on this path of return. They traveled to Israel to reaffirm their marriage in a
religious ceremony. A year later, Shoam called Rabbi Eliyahu to invite him to the bris of his newborn son.
     Today, Shoam and his wife are among the most dedicated members of their community in North Miami Beach. They are
true pillars of faith, all because a stranger chose to see the power of his soul instead of the stains on his apron.                                
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 /// rntk uhbc ,tu irvt ,t um(c-u)
llllyyyynnnn: A wealthy merchant hired two workers for his estate.
One was tasked with shoveling coal into the furnace, while
the other was hired to cut and polish rare diamonds.
    The merchant handed the coal shoveler a spade and left him
completely alone for the day. However, he stood constantly
over the diamond polisher, repeatedly urging him: “Pay close
attention! Be meticulous! Don’t lose focus for a second!”
     Eventually, the diamond polisher grew frustrated. “Why
do you constantly badger me,” he asked, “while you leave
the coal worker completely alone?”
    The merchant replied, “If the coal worker gets distracted
and drops a lump of coal, it’s just coal. No real harm is done.
But you are holding a fortune in your hands. If you lose
focus and make even a millimeter of a mistake, the loss is

  

  

catastrophic. That is why I must constantly urge you on.”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The very first verse of the Parsha says: “Command
(Tzav) Aaron and his sons...” Rashi asks: Why use the harsh
word Tzav (command) here, instead of the usual Emor
(speak) or Daber (tell)? Rashi explains that Tzav implies
zerizus - an urgent, meticulous encouragement, specifically
required when a task involves a high cost or potential loss.
The Dubno Maggid zt”l explains: The Kohanim were not
just performing another ordinary ritual; they were handling
the spiritual “diamonds” of the Jewish people. They were
facilitating the connection between Hashem and the nation.
Because the spiritual stakes were so incredibly high, because
as we know a single incorrect thought or an action could
completely invalidate a sacrifice, Hashem used the word
Tzav. He was telling Aharon and his sons: “You hold a
fortune in your hands. Be exact. Be alert.”

     In the Haftorah of Shabbos HaGadol, Malachi HaNavi
describes the callous skepticism that the Jewish people felt
regarding divine reward and punishment and how despite
their poor behavior they still achieved wealth and prosperity.
Malachi describes their day of reckoning and how “all the
arrogant and all the doers of evil shall be straw.” Why
straw? What is the comparison?
      R’ Chanoch Zundel Ben Yosef zt”l (Etz Yosef)
explains that straw is something that is used to house the
wheat kernel inside, and once the wheat is harvested, the
straw is discarded and used for fertilizer. Nevertheless, straw
can also be used to make a fire. Thus, says Malachi, although
Bnei Yisroel saw moments of wealth and prosperity despite

their sinful ways - like the discarded straw being used to
make a fire, the truth is that their sinful actions make them no
better than the basic use of discarded straw - as dirty fertilizer
that is thrown on the ground. This ought to awaken even the
most ardent skeptic to once again believe that there are
always consequences for one’s actions.
   As we enter this unique period on the Jewish calendar, the
Zman Cheiruseinu, and we remember the great miracles
Hashem performed for our forefathers all those years ago, as
well as the vast wealth we accumulated in the aftermath of
Yetzias Mitzrayim, it is important to not lose sight of our
ultimate purpose - namely to bring honor to the great name of
Hashem and to do His mitzvos and learn His Torah.
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