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As explained in the Mechilta at the end of last week's parsha, all of the
Mishkan's vessels were allowed to be made from another metal if gold was not
available. All except for the T64agé - cherubim. The cherubim were unique in
that no other substance besides gold was acceptable. The question is: what is
different about the cherubim that Chazal were insistent that it shall be made
only from pure gold? Why, unlike all the other vessels - the spoons, pans,
utensils and even the menorah and the T¢iU- table - were they permitted to be
constructed from other metals, whereas the cherubim were prohibited to be
made from any other metal other than gold?

R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L of Lublin, gives us an incredible and beautiful
explanation which hits home, even in today's day and age. The cherubim, with
their faces formed like those of children, are symbolic of the young and
impressionable children of Bnei Yisroel. Together with caring for their physical
needs, the most important consideration that the Jewish people must afford
their children, that every parent must ensure for his offspring, is the need to
provide them with an uncompromising Jewish education. Indeed, the position
of the cherubim on top of the holy ark symbolizes this idea that our children's
Torah education is to be placed in our highest regard. For when it comes to
teaching children Torah and supporting Jewish education for our youth, only
our best, golden efforts will do.
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R' Chaim Ben Attar ZT"L (Ohr Hachaim) would say:

"Very often, the grievance of a poor person is that he feels that G-d takes
care of everyone else, but not him. When someone gives charity to that poor
person, he refutes the poor person's complaint, but if someone refuses to give
charity, he is confirming the poor man's grievance."

R’ Yitzchok'l of Marinboder Shlit"a would say:
"A leader takes people where they want to go. A great leader takes people
where they don't necessarily want to go, but where they really ought to be!"

R' Nosson Wachtfogel ZT'"L would say:

"Torah is the ammunition which one can use to be victorious in the constant
battle of life. But without learning Mussar, one will not realize that he's even in
the midst of a war. Then, all the ammunition in the world is not going to help."

A& SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO RABBI AND MRS RAFAEL BLONDER ON THE
BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER CHANI é"4.
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ensued - shouts, insults, name-calling and fiery spirits.

Needless to say, such an incident could not be ignored. After Shabbos, the
infuriated gabbaim went to the rabbi's home to decide upon a proper response.
The gabbai who was hit stood up and raised an amazing proposal: Do away
with the entire procedure of honoring people with the various aliyos, thus
removing the root of all the ill-will and strife. What would be simpler than
simply eliminating this entire system and deciding once and for all that all the
aliyos are to be considered of equal stature? The distribution would be
conducted randomly, and peace will finally be restored to the community. The
idea sounded great. Everyone looked at the rabbi sitting at the head of the
table, waiting for him to give his stamp of approval to the proposal at hand.

The rabbi finally spoke up. "It certainly sounds like a terrific idea. Yet, I
cannot accept it." They didn't understand. The rabbi explained, "As you of
course realize, it is a tragedy when people come to shul looking just for honor.
But it would be even worse if people would stop coming to shul looking for
honor. Then, they'd stop coming altogether!"

TORAH GEMS
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Chazal teach: "As soon as Yisroel said "0TU8 aU03", immediately G-d said,
"aTagl 1 aG+63" - 'Take for me a gift."" What is the connection? The Bnei
Yisroel, on the high spiritual level of angels, proclaim, "0TUd a00d" and
Hashem responds by saying, "Give me a gift. Give me money"? How unusual!

R' Yonah Gewirtz Shlit"a explains that Hashem is teaching a fundamental
insight into our human psyche. After generations of indescribable poverty and
deprivation, Bnei Yisroel are liberated and laden with worldly goods. They are
no longer slaves or impoverished. Unfortunately, as frequently occurs to those
who acquire wealth rapidly, material gain becomes an obsession. To part with
material pleasure becomes unthinkable. And so, at the precise moment that
they are free from oppression, Hashem says to them: "Your proclamation of
0TUd &aU0d is not enough. True, you are observing My mitzvos and have
become religiously subservient. But now that you are rich with possessions
you never had before, I am asking you to show me your loyalty by surrendering
some of your newly-acquired wealth. Make a sacrifice. Deprive yourselves for
My sake, and then I will know and be certain of your loving loyalty."

Today, many Jews have money and they do give much charity. They donate
many great gifts, but not always at a great sacrifice. Thus, it is at this precise
moment that we must remember that our gifts must be "a gift of the heart."”

sk
sk
sk
sk
&k
&k
&k
&k
sk
sk
sk
sk
&k
&k
kK
&k
sk
sk
sk
sk
&k
&k
kK
&k
sk
sk

o~ 120 a0 07 N NN NN IR

T8UTA 1éaagea dré "aec;a ia uéa" 14600 aeael Taar |u £Tea atau Tauaga

"06A1 Tac003" 'adu dTe ,Utda 1a e0T TéAA30T TAad0U da ,a0éas aUT €Téau
28ITAATIUETEA TUAUT dagu adéna aT |eaa| uea’>(a a |e|eaeﬂaa)

""60 Téd0a Ui gudau , |eec;a uod* na 108 T623148T |ee9ra 'iTA4 gadTa

s~

iazue ||e 164 agé~+ aenge 10 TEATI1 aea |eaaﬂeau( aéalae) Tad auéad ar
1aiéa aega 1a U Téaawea 0 aéa ,Ta+T iU aaaoef ieUao aéa Tau ,a"a+ai
adoa |eaaﬂea Tdza ,1agué ||e| a' eua [[:5] —ac;eﬂ uo— auoda 6gao ai adda

AT a4 |aeraaa |e|ua|| I(}I |aea| |aaeau ﬂaalaﬂaaa eel e0| |ae60

.alec;uen 80T T6ABAOT Tealota 14 6a ,afdgda gddd ,a0a
6'166 a“é 4] #Taga &z 6a aia ,1aguél 1404 4igéa o aiu aagi aoa

Uagedoad é0 10 46T aéa a10TIT a0dadas aioduiau TauT doééas .aaeoa
AETI 1agué 604 6UOTT 0éATAa

©%AaY 13%0....MAN VYN

(Cc-a€) "3 Té40a éudetId UA=T €1 dtiIod

In the city of Lodz, the Rov, R Eliyohu Chaim Meisel ZT'"L, would
routinely be honored on Shabbos with the third aliyah. The elders of the
community and town dignitaries would generally receive the sixth aliyah to the
Torah. Maftir was reserved for Chasanim - grooms, and those who were
observing a yahrzeit, the anniversary of the passing of a relative. The rest of the
aliyos were distributed among the other worshippers.

Once, a certain ignorant, ill-mannered man became among the wealthier
members of the community. He was proud of his fortune and proceeded to
flaunt his wealth. He purchased a respectable seat by the eastern wall of the
shul for a huge sum of money, and one day, he turned to the gabbai and said,
"This Shabbos 1 am celebrating a birthday. [ want to receive an aliyah."

"It would be an honor," responded the gabbai, "but just know that someone
else has Yahrzeit and will receive mafftir."

"No problem," assured the arrogant aristocrat. "The sixth aliyah is good
enough for me.""But this Shabbos is the turn of the old Dayan - Judge," noted
the gabbai. "1 will call you for the fifth aliyah, like usual."

"Don't you dare!" warned the wealthy man, his furious eyes flashing. "You
will give me the sixth aliyah, and no other aliyah!" Well, threats could never
frighten the old gabbai, and so, when the fifth aliyah came around, he called the
name of the wealthy man. The latter stood up from his seat and approached the
bimah. Only, instead of stopping by the Torah, he continued on to the gabbai
and punched him right in the face! One can only imagine the turmoil which
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