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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

EATING MILCHIGS ON SHAVUOS

During the Yom Tov of Shavuos, many people follow
the custom quoted by the Rem'a ) to eat a milchig -
dairy meal. A number of reasons are given for this x:
1) In remembrance of the onon »nW - two loaves of bread
that accompanied the Shavuos korbon in the Bais
Hamikdash. Many people bake two separate loaves; one
for milchig and one for fleishig .
2) When Bnei Yisroel received the Torah and halachos
contained therein, they learned the complicated laws of
Shechitah and preparing meat for food. However, until
they were fluent in these halachos and had seen to all the
necessary preparations, ie. a fully inspected knife,
properly kashering the animal, cleansing the old pots etc.,
they had no choice but to eat dairy products @3
3) The 6th day of Sivan was the day when Moshe
Rabbeinu was rescued, as a tiny baby, from the Nile
River, and refused to nurse milk from gentile nurses @).

The custom to eat dairy is carried out in various ways.
Some wash on the first loaf, eat milk products, cleanse
their mouths, remove the tablecloth and dishes and then
replace them with all new tableware. They then continue
the meal with the second loaf and fleishig food ). Others
are stricter and bentch between the first loaf with dairy
and the second loaf with meat ). Another custom is to eat
a milchig meal by one of the four Yom Tov meals. Still

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

others eat dairy cakes by the moming Kiddush, but then
continue with a fleishig Yom Tov seudah.

It is a mitzvah to eat meat for 2y0 0y NNV 7). Therefore,
some poskim frown upon those who eat only milchig
meals and no fleishigs in one day or night period.
Accordingly, one should try to have milchigs during
Kiddush or the day meal, and later that day eat fleishigs.

Keeping milk and meat separate

According to the Shulchan Aruch @), it is enough after
eating dairy to cleanse one's mouth by eating and drinking
parve food, to permit him to eat fleishig without any time
break. Some have the custom to also wait half an hour
between eating milk products followed by meat ).

If one handled milk and dairy products, he should wash
his hands well before partaking of fleishig food. Similarly,
pieces of bread that were partially eaten by a milchig
meal, should not be used later with fleishig food. If the
bread was placed in the middle of the table or left on the
cutting board and there is no reason to suspect that it may
have come in contact with actual milk products, it is
permitted. The same holds true by bread at a fleishig
meal, if one wants to eat it later with milchigs (10).

Cheesecake made for Shavuos, should not be baked with
challah or other parve/fleishig food. One should consult a
Rov if and how to kasher an oven after cheesecake was
baked in it, as the poskim offer varying opinions.

TSN 19192 NIYN (5) DINYLN 19 (4) 29: 78N N2 NIYN (3) BV (2) K:78N NN (1)
4:09 1795 (10) 25: 780 N2IYN Y709 (9) N: 0D 179 (8) 2:VIPN NIYN NN (7) T:V 779 NIVYN 2397 (6)

AN TSN

In Sefer Ra'aya M'haymna (quoted by the Chid'a) it states:

"As we know, Hashem lifted up the mountain and held it over the people, warning that if they did not
accept the Torah, they would be buried right then and there. This 193, however, was only for the benefit
of the ignorant Amei Haaretz, but not for the righteous Talmidei Chachomim amongst Klal Yisroel!"

The Gerrer Rebbe, R' Yisroel Alter ZT"L (Bais Yisroel) would say:
"The posuk writes that Klal Yisroel trembled at Har Sinai and stood ‘at a distance.' Even generations
that are 'distant' - many years removed from Matan Torah, still tremble from that awesome event."

R' Sholom Schwadron ZT''L would say:

"Everything that goes on in one's home is chessed. People think they are 'only' raising children and

doing nothing more. But to nurture children in Torah and Yiras Shomayim - this is chessed! And Torah!"
SPONSORED BY MR & MRS TEDDY KURZ IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER ROSE KURZ n»y
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE
IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@ YAHOO.COM.
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the Mechaber. It repeated many of the words from the night before and added new insights revealing

Kabbalistic secrets never heard before. They loudly recited Shema and once again said '....125 bw 712,
The Shla'h finishes off his words by stating that every person should purify himself on this holy and

special night of Shavuos and learn without pause, so that he may reach the highest level of spirituality.

TORAH GEMS
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What is the meaning of "&v)” - "Raise up" the
Bnei Gershon to their father's house? What is the
deeper intent of the posuk?

When the Maor V'Shemesh was still a young
student of the holy Rebbe, R' Elimelech of
Lizhensk ZT"L (Noam Elimelech), he yearned to
serve his master and observe him as he went about
his Avodas Hashem. One late night, while the
Rebbe was in his inner room, the bochur Klonimus
Kalman, heated up some tea to bring to his Rebbe,
so that he may come close and watch R' Elimelech
as he learned through the night. As he opened up
the Rebbe's door, he saw an old man sitting with
his Rebbe learning and immediately he was
overcome with awe and fright. The cup of tea fell
from his hands and he quickly hid himself in
embarrassment and fear. After a while, he heated
up another cup of tea and forced himself to be
strong as he entered the Rebbe's room.

This time, R' Elimelech was alone and when he
saw his talmid he asked him why it took so long to
prepare the tea. The bochur sheepishly explained
what he saw and how he dropped the cup and the
Rebbe wistfully asked him if he saw the face of the
old man. He replied that he was too afraid to notice
the face. R' Elimelech groaned and said in a loud
voice, "Woe is to the child that can't even look his
father in the face!" The man was Avrohom Avinu.

Thus, the posuk implores, "Raise up" the Leviim,
and all of Klal Yisroel, so that they may reach the
level of their father's stature and not be ashamed
from their holy forefathers, the Avos, before them.
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The Rebbe, R' Yisroel Tchortkover ZT"L writes
that the difference between the Yom Tov of Pesach

and Shavuos, is that when the Jews went out of
Egypt, they were still unadorned with mitzvos and
were just starting out on their spiritual climb. After
49 days of elevation, however, they were now fully
prepared for the great and awesome day of
Kabbolas Hatorah on Shavuos, and it was then that
they served Hashem on the loftiest spiritual plane.

This is what Chazal meant when they learned
out from the posuk 7935 NN mIxy” the famous
dictum, "All agree that Atzeres (Shavuos) also
needs ©5%" - the physical participation and human
aspect. This includes non-spiritual elements such
as food, clothing etc. For unlike other holidays
where a large measure of the Yom Tov is dedicated
to Ruchniyos and sacred issues, on Shavuos when
the Jewish People have already conquered their
non-spiritual conscious due to 49 days of elevation,
they can subjugate these secular elements to work
towards true Avodas Hashem.
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The rejection of the Torah by 9yv - Esav, and
VN9 - Yishmael, when Hashem offered it to them
on Har Sinai brought about the elevation of Klal
Yisroel, since when one dominates the other is
destined to fall. Explains R' Yitzchok Hutner
ZT"L, the basis for Christianity, the religion of
Esav, is worshiping and deifying a human being.
The seeds of Islam, the religion of Yishmael, is the
false belief in a self-proclaimed prophet.

Thus, ”n93y’ which refers to the first light, the
resonance of the first two Commandments, >N’
n NOY, will arise and glorify Bnei Yisroel from
Esav, out of the ruins of a religion based on idol-
worship. The next level 7wan”, the remaining
MNaT given over by Moshe 'n N2, will emerge
from Yishmael, a religion based on a false prophet.
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The following story is recounted by the famous Shla''h Hakadosh ZT"L in Masechta Shavous, which
he found in a letter written by the renowned composer of Lecha Dodi, R' Shloime Alkabetz ZT''L:

In the Beis Medrash of the holy and righteous R' Yosef Karo ZT''L (author of the Shulchan Aruch),
a group of close talmidim and friends took it upon themselves to stay up the entire night of Shavuos,
davening and learning, in ascetic purity and sincerity. They began all together with raised voices as they
recited the posukim of the Torah from 70 pPON 892 PWNI2 until 1512y, Then, they continued with the
parsha dealing with Kabbolas Hatorah (in Parshas Yisro) until the end; the posukim at the conclusion of
Parshas Mishpatim; and the »ma21n mwy” in Parshas Vaeschanan until after the parsha of Shema.
After that, they began learning Mishnayos, starting from the beginning of Seder Zeraim.

Totally devoid of any foreign thoughts, their minds fully attuned and trained on the holy words, they
learned the first two masechtos in earnest. Suddenly, they looked up in frightful awe as a voice - a
Heavenly other-worldy sound, powerful yet haunting, pristine yet sorrowful and disconsolate - began
emanating out of the mouth of the Rebbe, R' Yosef Karo. They fell on their faces as it spoke:

"Listen close, my beloved ones, YYTnNN Y PATN - choicest of the choice. Peace unto you,
praiseworthy are you in this world and in the next. For you have taken it upon yourselves to adorn Me on
this night, after so many years that My crown has fallen, with no consolation. I am thrown to the dust,
designated to the pile, and now you have returned My crown to its former place. Gather strength, My
dear ones, fortify yourselves, My beloved, rejoice and enjoy as you know that you are the elevated ones,
who have merited to enter the confines of the King. The sound of your Torah and the fire from your
mouths have risen before Hakadosh Boruch Hu."

Unable to look into the face of their Rebbe, they kept their heads down. The Bas Kol continued: "If you
could measure one one-thousandth of the pain that I am presently in, you would never know happiness in
your hearts nor laughter in your voices, when you will realize that it was you that caused Me to be
thrown to the dust. So go and strengthen yourselves, My beloved, and do not stop learning since your
Torah is sweet before Hashem. Arise and stand on your legs and call in a loud voice as if it were Yom
Kippur ... Ymaon 725 ov T12."” They jumped to their feet and screamed out the words with great
intensity. Then, they sat back down and without even the slightest break, learned Torah all night long.

The next day, they recruited three friends and told them that the voice had said that had there been a
minyan of ten men present, they would have merited to even loftier heights. Thus, that second night, a
quorum of exactly ten men sat down to learn throughout the night, and unlike the night before, as soon as
they recited the posuk of Shema, the Heavenly Bas Kol once again spoke to them through the mouth of
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