
     turnt itfn 'vbhfav smk unmg lpv - vynv atr kg h"ar
/k"fg vkuj ka uh,uatrn vkgnk vbhfava

vn vrutfku /(c"g ch ;s ,ca ,fxn) trndvn tuv h"ar hrcs ruen    
?vkuj ka uh,uatrnk ,tmnb vbhfava vzc vbhn tepb

unmgk cuajk vkujv kfh ifa 'vkujk kusd euzhj vzc jbuns vtrbu    
ubht v"ceva ouan uhkg utc uhruxhh kfu 'uhkg xguf lrc,h trucva

/u,cuyc .pj ubhtu u,ut cvut
'vhtr tvu 'lf cuajk rcsv tuv iufb tka ubusnhku k"zj utc ifk    
tk - lf cuajhafu 'vkujv ostv ka uh,uatrn ,tmnb vbhfava
'tuv u,cuyk kfv - uhkuj kfu u,ht vruev kfa gshu 'uhkg u,gs akjh,
vbhfava tkt sug tku 'vbhfav ,travk tuv vfuz hrva 'vhhtrvu

 !ann uatr kg thv ,tmnb 

 'ehsmu ofj shnk, vhva h,jpan icc hbt rfzbu     hcm wr m"vdv
k"mz hexkcueohabt ratfa 'h,htr uhkuj hnhc uh,rehcaf ogpu '

,t jek 'uhbpk inmg ,t rhfzvk ltkyhuueu ,ute,p uk uthcv
jeka uvagn ,t rhcxvu 'u,yhn atr kg o,ut oa vhvu ,ute,pv
ost ka uh,uatrnk ,tmnb vbhfava 'k"bv k"zju h"ar hrcsn ,tz
jhbv lfku 'hcrgnv k,ufv unf kufhcf uatr uk cajb vhv lfku 'vkuj

/ltkyhuuev ,t oa
vezj vbunt og ,uhjk ostv lhrm vnf 'uz vdvbvn ubsnk sug    
uhkuj hnhc unmg ,t ezhja lht ohtur ifu 'ann k"zj hrcs kfc sutn
,tmnbv vausev vbhfav kg zt caja 'u,cajn vbu,b v,hv vncu
kfvu 'ohrjt ohabt ,utprku ruzgk uhkuj hsh kg kfuh lht caju 'ukmt

/uh,uatrnu ushk trucva ihntvu gsha ouan

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv4:20 - 
     9:05 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz 9:41 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:28 -
   4:39 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 5:29 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 5:51

    
    
   d vaewev j"vutvrnuk ehpxv tku 'uhhj hba rnuk lrmuv vnk" '

'yea tku jb tk cegh hnh kfa smk hf 'hkutu" '.rh,u /"cegh hnh hvhu
sng uag ka uana vgea tk ihhsgu 'uhjt uag-ubya skub skuban hf
uk sugu 'vbhs ka vrgm kg oeuv uhrjtu 'uk grvk ;hxuvu ick uhkg
ohrmn .rtc cegh hjhuw cu,fv rnta tuv ';xuh ,shct - zdur tchu
,tz rhcxvu 'ovk unsea ohbav tku uhhj uhv ukt 'wvba vrag gca
era iuhf 'uhnh ohcajb vnv era 'wuhhj hba cegh hnh hvhuw urnutc
z"h o,ut aurhp 'wcegh hnh hvhuw ubhhvu 'hutrf vjnau ,uhj uk vhv ovc
/vjnau ,uhj ovc uk vhva 'wuhhj hbaw uhv ova iuhf 'uhnh ohcajb vba

wv kct    i,buh ,rtp,vtrb" ,rjt rtcn (k"mz .hachht i,buh wrn) w
uaurhpu 'wvbrme, ohgar ,ubau 'ohnh ;hxu, wv ,trhw ch,fs 'rtck
vbph ouhvafu 'u,sucg h"g ,unkug vnf ie,n ouh kfc ehsmva 'tuv
tuv garv kmtu 'uh,uumn h"g ,unkug vnf ieh,a 'vbaf ukmt vnsb
,t ie,n ubhtu 'sugu sug gharn tuvaf ,rcug vbava 'lphvk
kmbn ubhtu 'ohrac hdubg,c dbg,nu v,uau kfut er tuv tkt 'u,nab
ohnhf vba vnsb ukmta tmnbu 'hutrf ,uhjmbv ,ubek ubnz ,t
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ohgar ,ubauw kct 'ohbaf uk ohcajb uhnha 'wohnh ;hxu, wv ,trhw
uvzu /ohygun ohnhn r,uh uk ohcajb obht uh,uba oda 'wvbrme,

/ohbaf uk ucajb uhnha ubhhv 'wuhhj hba cegh hnh hvhuw 'aurhpv
wv kgc .rh,u    ohhjv ;f;ux vbanc t,hts vn osevc 'rjt iputc w

,utn aka 'ehsmu ehsm kfk khjbvk tuv lurc ausev sh,g" 'ihmeug
rtcnu /"wudu ah hcvut khjbvkw (wj hkan) rntba ',unkug vragu

wvohhj ,ru,'vz rpxn teus gusn (ohhek v"s /s"ke tr,c tcc) w
r",f rpxnf jb hbc ,umn gcau ,umn d"hr, ah vru,ca ouan ,tza"
kujbk uhkg o,ut ostv ohhea iuhfu ',unkug f"r, ah isdbfu 'iuhkg
ekj f"d vk ah u,at hsh er okab tuva iuhf kct 'vkt ,unkug
kfkw cu,f ifku 'u,atk h"au uk h"a 'ovc ohekj,n ov ifku 'uh,uumnc
uhhj ,t kmbk ostv kga rtucnu /"wu,atu ahtwk ubhhv 'wehsmu ehsm

/ohhjmb ,unkug h"ak ,ufzku wv ,uumn ohhek
ubhhv 'wcegh hnh hvhuw 'asj iputc euxpv ,t rtcn tuv vz hpku     

wk vfzha iputc uhnh kf ,t kmhbaa hbjtuv ukt ohkhn ka ,"rva 'wuhh
h"ak ovhsh kg ,ufzk hsf ubhhv 'wh"aw-,uh,utv hba og sjhcu 'j"a

 /ohhjmb ,unkug
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Ben Ish Chai ZT”L writes that the two sons of

Yaakov, Shimon and Levi, killed out the entire male

population of Shechem, and no one fought back or came

after them. They believed in their strength and felt secure in

           
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (53)

The Beracha of Shehakol: During a Bread Meal - Dessert.

The beracha of thmunv made on bread which is eaten as a filler,

exempts all foods that are eaten as fillers such as meat or fish.

Desserts that are not eaten as a filler need their own beracha.

Some people mistakenly think that this is only by a fruit dessert

which requires the beracha of .gv. The Halacha is that

even vnstv or kfva desserts also need their own beracha.

Therefore, if one eats chocolate for dessert, or at any other time

during the meal, he must say kfva, since it’s not being eaten as

a filler. Similarly, an ice cream dessert needs a kfva. (There are
some who say that ice cream is like drinks during the meal that

do not need their own beracha.)

During a Meal - Coffee and Tea. During a bread meal, one

does usually make a beracha on drinks. Drinks are considered

part of the meal because eating causes somewhat of a thirst and

drinking goes hand-in-hand along with the eating. The Chayei

Adam rules that coffee or tea that one drinks after the meal

before bentching, has the status of a dessert and requires a

kfva. He views it, not as an accompanying item to the meal,

but rather as an extraneous item to the meal which helps a

person after eating to digest the finished meal. The Mishna

Berura is unsure about this and suggests that one should first
taste some of his drink sweetener and say kfva on it to exempt

the coffee or tea. 

the fact that they were protecting the honor of their sister,

Dina. It was only many years later that Yaakov revealed the

source of their strength and success: "h,aecu hcrjc" - which

the Targum translates as: “With my prayers and beseeching.”

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Water. Making (or not making) kfva on water has some

special halachos with contemporary applications. Water does

not have a taste but still gives pleasure when drunk for thirst,

and then requires a beracha. Even if one doesn’t have a real

thirst but his palate enjoys the drink he says a beracha. However

if one drinks for another purpose, such as to help him swallow a

pill, he doesn’t say a beracha. If he drinks for two reasons; to

enjoy and to swallow the pill, he says a beracha. If he takes a

tasty drink to help him swallow a pill he does make a beracha.

When No Beracha is Made on Water.  Drinking to: 1) help

swallow food or a pill, 2) keep a diet that calls for a certain
amount of water per day, 3) dislodge something stuck in his

throat, 4) relieve burning after eating hot food, 5) help one

urinate or have a bowel movement, 6) help a nursing lady

produce milk, 7) prepare for certain medical inner examinations,

8) remove a bitter taste from his mouth, 9) remove a kidney

stone from his body. In all of the above and similar cases when

he has no intention to drink for palate enjoyment, he recites no

beracha before or after. If one drinks before a strenuous activity

or a fast day in order to not get thirsty later the Daas Kedoshim

rules that no beracha is said.

Variant Cases When One Says a Beracha. If one drinks hot

water, the Eglei Tal writes that there is always some pleasure
and he must recite a beracha. If one drinks carbonated soda

water and enjoys the bubbling water he says a beracha (1).
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The Mirrer Mashgiach, R’ Yeruchem Levovitz ZT”L (Daas Torah) would say:

    “‘Unstable as water, do not take more.’ The Torah does not usually speak in metaphors. However, Yaakov is

teaching Reuven, and all of us, the evils of impulsivity. Just as water flows quickly, so is the behavior of an overly

impulsive person who acts quickly without thinking. One who does not weigh the consequences of his actions, will

make harmful mistakes which can cause much damage. The Torah’s metaphor of water serves as a constant

reminder of the dangers of being impulsive, so when one sees water he will know that he must slow himself down.” 

R’ Meir Shapiro (Lubliner Rov) would say:

    “wof,t ohekt seph sepw - The double language of remembering (sep), is meant to teach us that a prospective

redeemer must fulfill his mission in terms of a double redemption - physical as well as spiritual. If redemption is

promised only in a physical sense, but Torah and mitzvos are not a part of it - this can be nothing more than a lie

and a false prophet. Klal Yisroel cannot have a true geulah which does not contain a spiritual dimension.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Do you want to succeed? No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up!”
THIS ISSUE DEDICATED IN HONOR OF THE BAR MITZVAH OF OUR DEAR SON, DANIEL, BY THE RODIN FAMILY



    ddddyyyyppppnnnnkkkkeeee    mmmmiiiixxxxtttt`̀̀̀kkkk    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    jjjjnnnniiiiyyyyiiii    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀llll    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    jjjjxxxxaaaaiiii    jjjjaaaa    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀llll    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddddddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    mmmmkkkkxxxxaaaaiiiieeee((((kkkk----ggggnnnn))))
    Parshas Vayechi  is the parsha of berachos. It is the final words of a father to his children expressing his love, advice

and blessing to each one individually according to his needs. "hjhu" means to live, and we may add that the purpose of living is

certainly to bless others and to count our blessings. From the first words of Yaakov we can learn what is the prerequisite of

acquiring a beracha. We know that a beracha must be kj on something - meaning that a person has to make some effort

in order to help himself so that the beracha be fulfilled. The Bnei Yaakov are told, “GATHER TOGETHER and hear ....”
and we too are meant to internalize this message. If you want a beracha for yourself, your family, your community, the key

is to GATHER TOGETHER. Make every effort to live with achdus, with true compassion and brotherly love. 

    When Yaakov blessed his grandsons, Ephraim and Menashe, he said, “Through YOU all of Israel will be blessed.” In

many Jewish homes on Friday night, the father blesses his sons to be like Ephraim and Menashe, and not like the Avos,

Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, because  more than anything else a father wants his children to love each other, and live

with achdus. This is his greatest nachas - whereas his greatest tzaar is when his children fight! When Yaakov switched his

hands and gave Ephraim the older son’s beracha and Menashe the younger son’s beracha, there was no jealousy between

them! There was only pure love and peace between them. Their achdus was the source of their blessing’s fruition. 

    May we all be  wise enough to promote peace above all and may all the blessings we receive come true. 

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiizzzzyyyywwwwaaaaeeee    iiiiaaaaxxxxggggaaaa    iiiixxxxnnnn`̀̀̀dddd    cccciiiinnnn    iiiizzzzggggwwwwllll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    jjjjiiiigggg`̀̀̀    llllrrrr    ccccgggg`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkyyyy    mmmmkkkkllll    iiiizzzzzzzzpppp    iiiipppp`̀̀̀eeee((((aaaakkkk----ggggnnnn))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiinnnniiiidddd    zzzziiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀aaaa    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkllll    ddddcccciiiibbbb`̀̀̀eeee    eeeettttqqqq`̀̀̀dddd    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    eeeeiiiippppaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----hhhhnnnn))))
    The Medrash famously recounts how Yaakov Avinu gathered together all his children by his deathbed and prepared to
give them his final blessings and instructions. This included a revelation of the end of time - the advent of Moshiach - when

all the pain and sorrow of the future exiles would cease. However, at that moment the Shechina (Divine Presence) left him
and he was unable to say what he wanted to say. This turned out to be a blessing in disguise, for such knowledge could have

brought about an overwhelming despair to all future generations who would not live to see the ultimate redemption.
     When the Nazi war machine began its blitzkrieg against London during World War II, civilian sectors of the city were

being heavily bombed. Terror reigned throughout the city, for casualties were everywhere and no one knew who would
be next. The Battle of Britain was long and drawn out and it took a heavy toll on the mental psyche of the population.

Many moved out of the city to the countryside while others attempted to leave the country outright. The esteemed Rov

and Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Elyah Lopian ZT”L, having moved to London in 1925, was in no less danger than anyone else

but he never considered leaving the people who turned to him on a daily basis for advice and consolation.
     Near his home in London lived a certain widow and her orphaned children. No matter how heavily involved R’ Elyah

was in his countless responsibilities, he always found time for her. He would always receive her politely, listen to her with
great patience, and offer her his advice. He had left standing instructions that whenever this woman or her children came to

his house they were to be shown in immediately. Others could wait, but not this woman. He would always stop whatever he
was doing or interrupt any meeting, conference or activity in which he was involved, in order to give her his full attention.

    Early one Sunday morning, during the height of the incessant bombing, the widow who lived nearby came to R’ Elyah’s
home in great anguish. She had an urgent matter to discuss with the Rov and, as always, she was immediately escorted in. 

    Without preamble, she burst out, “Rabbi, there is a ship leaving this Wednesday morning for South Africa,” she
wailed. “I am afraid for my children and myself. Do you think I should arrange for passage on that ship in the hope of

saving our lives? The bombs are falling everywhere. Who knows if we will all be killed?” The widow was extremely
agitated, barely able to face the burden of responsibility for the safety of her household at so frightening a time as this. 

     An unusual silence settled on the room. Finally, R’ Elyah looked up, and with a reply totally out of character, spoke
with words she had never before heard from him. “I’m sorry,” he told her curtly, “I cannot think clearly and I don’t know

what to tell you. I don’t have time now! Please come back later.” Surprised, but with little recourse, the agitated woman
left the house, her mind unsettled and fearful. A few hours later, she returned and was again ushered in to R’ Elyah, but

again he explained to her that she had come at a bad time, for he was in the midst of preparing his shiur. He could not focus
on her inquiry at this moment and she needed to return at a later time when he could give her proposal serious thought.

    She came twice more on that day, and five times on the following day, but amazingly, each time, R’ Elyah just could
not find the time to discuss the matter with her. When she was turned away several times again on the next day, Tuesday,

she stopped coming. Without a clear response from R’ Elyah, she gave up the idea of leaving for South Africa, for she
would never have made a decision without R’ Elyah’s sanction.

    The ship set sail for South Africa on schedule Wednesday morning, filled with people who hoped to be saved from the
Nazi bombs. On Thursday, the news reported the terrible tragedy: the ship had been sunk by a German u-boat that had been

lurking in unsecured water. There were no survivors. The widow who, along with her children, was saved from tragedy
because of her absolute faith in R’ Elyah, was Rebbetzin Sternbuch, the mother of the Av Beis Din in Jerusalem today, R’

Moshe Sternbuch Shlit”a.
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    aaaallllggggnnnn    mmmmiiiippppiiiiyyyy    ooooaaaalllleeee    ooooiiiiiiiinnnn    mmmmiiiippppiiiirrrr    iiiilllliiiillllkkkkgggg((((aaaaiiii----hhhhnnnn))))        
            
    On this posuk, "ckjn ohbha icku ihhn ohbhg hkhkfj" -

“Red-eyed from wine and white-toothed from milk,” the

gemara (:the ,ucu,f) interprets as follows: “The entire

assembly of Israel said before Hakadosh Boruch Hu,

‘Master of the World, light us up with Your eyes (happy

face) - which is greater than the finest wine; reveal to us

Your teeth (with a smile) - and this is better for us than

milk.’ This is proof of the words of Rav Yochanan who

said, ‘It is better to whiten one’s teeth to his friend (to smile

and show one’s teeth) than to give him milk to drink.’” 

    How important is a simple smile? Chazal teach us that

all we need from the Almighty is a happy face and a smile.

This is greater than the finest wine and the freshest milk!

The encouragement that a person receives when he sees

his friend smiling at him is immeasurable. How hard is it

to make another Jew happy? Not very hard. Just smile!

    A man once came to the holy Baba Sali, Rabbeinu

Yisroel Abuchatzera ZT”L, to request a blessing for his

son. In an effort to impress the Chacham, the man
mentioned what a great Talmid Chacham his son was. He

even told over a beautiful answer to a difficult question in

the Rambam that his son had come up with. 

    The Baba Sali nodded when the man had finished and

smiled in approval. The father beamed with pride and the

Tzaddik offered a heartfelt blessing for the son.

    When the man had left, the Baba Sali’s son-in-law asked

him about the Rambam. “The son seemed to have left out

two words in the Rambam, and in fact, there was never a

question to begin with.” The son-in-law checked and it was

true! “So why didn’t you say something?” he asked.

     The Baba Sali was surprised. “This man was so happy
and proud of his son. I should take away his happiness?”         

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

eeeeppppnnnnhhhhyyyyiiii    eeeellll    eeeexxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    mmmmddddiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    zzzznnnn    iiiikkkk    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    iiiigggg`̀̀̀    eeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiiieeee    
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxdddd    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeppppllll    aaaaiiiiyyyyiiii    aaaayyyyddddeeee    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii            ((((eeeehhhh----pppp))))    

   After Yaakov’s death, Yosef stopped inviting his brothers

to eat with him, which they construed as signaling a new

attitude towards them now that their father was no longer

alive. They reasoned that the entire ordeal that Yosef had put

them through did not compensate for what Yosef saw as

their intention to kill him, and their atonement was not yet

complete. Therefore, they exclaimed, "uk" - “Halevai (Let it

be) that Yosef hate us.” If Yosef is correct that we are guilty

on this account, let him hate us and thereby afford us an

opportunity to clean our slates for eternity. (R’ Zev Leff)

    Yosef, however, comforted them and explained that he

did not think that they had intended to kill him. He stopped

inviting them because while Yaakov was alive, Yosef sat at

the end of the table where Yaakov placed him. But now that

Yehudah had received the blessing of monarchy, Yosef felt

it was improper for him to continue sitting at the head of the

table. As the viceroy of Egypt, however, it would have been

a slight to the Pharaoh if he did not sit at the head of the

table. To avoid this problem, he stopped inviting his brothers.
   Nevertheless, a blemish remained from the sale of Yosef

precisely because Yosef told his brothers that they did not

need to ask for his forgiveness. R’ Dovid Kronglass

ZT”L, (Mashgiach of Ner Yisroel), points out that a

beneficial outcome is by itself no proof that atonement or

forgiveness is not needed. The intention to sin, even where

no sin was committed, still requires forgiveness. For this

very reason, Chazal tell us, the great R’ Akiva would

weep. R’ Akiva was one of the ,ufkn hdurv vrag (Ten

Martyrs), whose deaths were the final atonement for the

blemish left from the sale of Yosef. R’ Akiva wept in

premonition of the punishment yet to come because of
Yosef’s failure to extract full atonement from his brothers.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: A man was once walking in the woods. As he made

his way through a tangled cluster of trees, he suddenly saw

a huge grizzly bear coming right at him!

    There was no time to run for the bear had already seen

him and began charging directly at him. The man quickly
looked about for some sort of protection. There was

nothing for him to use and his situation appeared hopeless.

   Then, he suddenly realized that he was holding his

walking stick in his hand. He thought to himself, “If I hold

out my stick to look like a gun, maybe this will scare the

the bear. Perhaps it had once seen a gun being shot and will

run away from fright, knowing what it can do!”

    As the bear roared and stretched out its body in full

attack mode, the man pointed his stick directly at the bear

and pretended to shoot. Suddenly, he heard the loud crack
of a rifle and the bear collapsed to the ground in a heap. 

    The man screamed out, “Hurray, I did it!” He looked at

his miracle stick which had amazingly turned into a gun.

Of course, he never noticed the professional hunter high up

in a tree, who had taken out the bear with one shot!
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