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A condition was made with the sea at the time of creation that
although its norm was to flow continuously, at this specific time the sea
should split. If so, why is this mentioned here, at the time that it went
back to its norm of flowing, and not earlier when it was required to split?
The Sefas Emes ZT'"L answers that once the sea split and this caused
a great /N V1P amongst the nations, the water was reluctant to flow
again. It wanted to remain as a wall and be a permanent reminder of the
powers of Hashem. Therefore, a condition was made, originally, with the
water that it should flow continuously, save for the time of the crossing.
We can now understand the statement of Chazal, "It is as difficult to
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seseseeees SIWY POV 237 create a match between a man and a woman as o ©> nyp”. This
5:00 - mavn OP/MYpY 4:41 -MM NPOTN comparison is hard to comprehend. The match brings together, but the
5:50 prusin/oiacoN NNY  9:06 - N/YNY NN N splitting of the sea separates. Explains the Sefas Emes, a single person
6:12 - ON NN NOLIVWY 9:42 - NI)/YNY NNMP Y sometimes feels that he or she can accomplish a lot more while single,
without family responsibilities, than when married. This is like the sea
p,"-;” nYTN wanting to remain split, and thus serving Hashem. However, Hashem

wants people to serve Him and do His mitzvos in all of life's situations.
The comparison to "krias yam suf” is to the sea becoming one again, just
like marriage, where the two souls were once one, then separated into
two people, which now become one again, in marriage.
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R' Yitzchok Meir Alter (Chiddushei Hari'"'m) ZT"L would say:
"True faith is greater than an actual observation of miracles, for with
the power of faith one can see what the eyes do not!"
| R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"If a person tells me that he has a severe headache and he cannot
concentrate properly on his prayers, I tell him, "Who told you to pray with
your head? You should be praying with your heart!"

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"How do we know that a sin has been forgiven in Heaven? When one

no longer repeats it!" i
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properly, who knows if you will still be alive! Trust me, I have been in
the field for several decades and I have saved hundreds of lives. Give me
your arm, and allow me to save your life. Afterwards, I will explain
everything to you."

"No," insisted the patient. "I never do anything without knowing how
it works." "Very well," said the doctor, and he began his presentation. In
the meantime, the patient closed his eyes, forever..."

The Chid"a looked closely at the skeptic. "This is what is said in the
posuk: 'If you heed His commandments, and you observe all his statutes,
every illness which I placed in Egypt I will not place upon you, for I am
Hashem, your physician.' You should know, that the mitzvos are the cure.
A person must trust the expert physician, Hashem, and must always take
the medication - mitzvos - as prescribed by Him. Only afterward, if he
wants, he can apply himself to understand how they work. But, before
anything, he must follow them fully, without trying to outsmart them."
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The gemarah (.»» NVYD) quotes Mishley, "msH NP> 29 0N - The wise
of heart take mitzvos, and explains that Moshe Rabbeinu fulfilled this
posuk when he took Yosef Hatzaddik's remains, while Klal Yisroel was
engaged in gathering the spoils of Egypt.

It seems, though, that Brei Yisroel was in fact also busy with a
mitzvah since they had been commanded to take the spoils of Mitzrayim.
Why then is Moshe praised for being "Wise of heart who takes mitzvos"?

The Avnei Nezer, the Sochotchover Rebbe ZT"L, answers that K/al
Yisroel was occupied with a mitzvah that contained a component of
personal gain. Moshe Rabbeinu, on the other hand, was performing a
mitzvah that provided him with no material gain at all. Understanding
this distinction was indeed evidence of wisdom. The gemarah
emphasizes this contrast, and declares that Moshe deserved the title,

122 DN - one who is truly "wise of heart”.

The Avnei Nezer notes that our posuk uses the words "nwn N -
Moshe took, which implies an uplifting. Moshe raised himself above the
people he was leading by pursuing the mitzvah of carrying the bones of
Yosef, with no material gain - a true nnx Sv Ton - Kindness of truth.
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A woman once came to the home of the great Chid"a, R' Yosef
Chaim Azulai ZT"L, and explained that her husband was influenced by
his secular friends and has slackened considerably in his performance of
mitzvos. "What can I do?" asked the woman.

The Chid"a, at once, got up and went to the see the man. When he got
there and began talking to him, he understood the situation at once. "Let
me tell you a story," said the Rav to the man. "Once there was an
intelligent, well-educated individual who had to know everything. He had
to know how flowers grow, how the birds fly, why the sky is blue and
why bread sustains life. He researched, studied, and became very
knowledgeable. One day he became sick and his condition deteriorated
steadily. The doctor came and found his patient fighting for his life. He
quickly took out his syringe, took the patient's arm, and was ready to
inject some penicillin to save his life. "Stop," ordered the intelligent

| patient. "What are you doing? I want to know how this works!"

"It's a very lengthy, involved and complicated explanation," said the

- | doctor. "I would first have to explain to you what the illness is, its causes

and repercussions, what penicillin is, and how it deals with the illness.

| By the time my presentation is over and you understand everything




