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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
ELUL - MAXIMIZING HASHEM'S MERCY

From Elul until Yom Kippur
After the sin of the Golden Calf, Moshe Rabbeinu
prayed non-stop for two sets of 40 days. The first 40 days
saved the Jewish Nation from annihilation, whereas the
second 40 days succeeded in restoring Hashem's love for
His people as it was before the sin. As a show of eternal
continuation, each and every year, the 13 Tonn mm -
Attributes of Mercy, shine brighter during this period of
40 days between Rosh Chodesh Elul and Yom Kippur,
then the rest of the year. We, too, have the power to
activate this Divine mercy even more by: 1) Reciting 779
w3 in Tehillim (2N 0 v12). This perek mentions the
Name of Hashem 13 times and when one concentrates
on this Name as the source of all mercy, one can actually
bring this mercy down upon him. 2) By recting the 13
Attributes of Mercy time and time again during selichos
and Yom Kippur,one opens up the doors of Divine mercy.
The gemara () tells us that Hashem guarantees that any
request made along with the 13 Attributes, are at least
partly answered. This guarantee is a reward @ to those
who recite them having in mind to emulate Hashem's
mercy, kindness even for those not worthy, long temper,
giving the benefit of doubt to others, truthfulness, etc.

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

During Elul, a person should verify the kashrus of a
number of his mitzvah items, if the time has come to do
so. One is obligated to check his mezuzos every 3 1/2
years. Once a sofer has checked for mistakes and proper
letter formations, even a layman can check for cracking
and weather deterioration. If they are kosher, he should
roll themup, cover them and insert them as they were before.

Tefillin are not required to be checked after having been
once checked and found to be kosher. The sofer who put
the Tefillin together could have done this check as well.
Nevertheless, it is preferable to check Tefillin every 3 1/2
years like mezuzos. Some sofrim, however, suggest
minimizing checking Tefillin since the thick skin that is
commonly used may not close fully after being opened a
number of times. This also might alter the rectangular
shape of the Titura (base of the Tefillin). One should also
check the exterior of the Tefillin and the straps for perfect
blackness. If one notices cracking or whitening of the
straps, he should utter "p>an nvY1p 0w - "For the sake
of the holiness of Tefillin" and then use special ink or a
black felt pen (with a hechsher) to blacken it in.

The w1 5w yoan- Head tefillin,should also be checked.
If one's Head Tefillin stretch below his original hairline,
this is a good time to have them properly adjusted.
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R' Yeshaya Halevi Hurvitz ZT'L (Shelah Hakadosh) would say:
"The Torah is commanding us to return an N7*aN - something of monetary value to its rightful owner.
If we must look after another's possessions and physical objects, how much greater is our duty to help

every Jewish soul return to its rightful place in the observance of Torah and its commandments?"

R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT'"L (Mezeritcher Maggid) would say:

"The evil design of the yetzer hara is to make a person think that he has transgressed greatly, when in
truth, he really had not. Thus, when a person is discouraged because of negative behavior and actions, his
depression prevents him from performing mitzvos and good deeds."

A Wise Man would say:

"Needing someone is like needing a parachute. If he isn't there the first time you need him, chances are

you won't be needing him again!"
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was promptly removed and the garment rendered kosher.

This incident took place in mid-Elul 5753. In Tammuz 5754, a little more than nine months later, the
wife gave birth to a healthy baby boy. The delight of the couple was indescribable and they were
eternally grateful to Hashem Yisborach for having answered their tefillos.

— TORAH GEMS ™
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The Torah devotes a specific portion of the
parsha towards the concept of "lost and found."
This seemingly "simple" dynamic should be readily
understood; if a person finds an item that belongs
to another, of course he will return that item to his
friend - why wouldn't he? After all, it doesn't
belong to him and surely the other is missing his
lost article. Yet, the posuk approaches this mitzvah
through the eyes of human nature. A person may
covet his friend's belongings and if the opportunity
arises whereby he finds the lost animal or clothing,
or valuable object that his friend has misplaced, he
may decide to keep that item, claiming that he
found it out in the street, with no owner and thus,
no reason to return it. Additionally, a person may
spot something that belongs to another, yet for
whatever reason, may turn a blind eye towards it,
not wanting to be bothered to retrieve it for his
friend. Says the posuk, »05ynn2 9591 8O - Do not
keep it hidden - immediately go and return it.

The holy Mekubal, R' Avrohom Azulai ZT'"L,
offers a fascinating alternative to these words in
the Torah. When a person commits a sin - he
steals, bribes or extorts money - he can never rest
fully until he has returned what he took. Even after
he dies, he will never see peace and NnNMN, until he
has made restitution, for he will be forced to roam
through the netherworld, if necessary, until he sets
things right. Thus, says the Torah: 5>n N
raoynnY - "You cannot keep it hidden" - You will
be unable to get away with hiding the valuables of
another person. Even if you tried, you will never
see another moment's rest and for all eternity, you
will regret not having performed n7ax navn.
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When a man and woman decide to marry and
create a union of kedushah and purity within Klal
Yisroel, the Torah dictates that the N)WNY MY -
First Year, of their marriage is ultra-important, in
that they must fulfill the precept of nx npwy
MNWN - "He shall gladden her (heart).” The
tzaddik of Yerushalayim, R' Aryeh Levine ZT''L,
was once asked: what is the most important bit of
advice to offer a young couple? Is there one
concept, one phrase or nuance - one magical word
that can sum up the epitome of a Jewish marriage?
R' Aryeh thought for a moment and then
answered. "The Shulchan Aruch (0797 PN /5N)
discusses a controversy regarding how to position a
mezuzah on the doorpost. One view is to stand it
upright before making the berachah and fastening
it to the post, whereas the other view is to place it
lying side-ways and attach it that way. In the end,
though, the Rema rules that in order to satisfy both
opinions, we position the mezuzah POONA -
slanted, and in this way, we fulfill the mitzvah."
Explained R' Aryeh, "When a newly married
couple enters into their house/apartment for the
very first time, the first mitzvah that they see is the
mezuzah hanging on a slant on their doorpost. The
mezuzah calls out and teaches them that - n9w9 -
compromise - is the ideal manner with which a
husband and wife should conduct their life
together. There may be two opinions in every
situation, but if a couple is willing to bend and
compromise, they will ultimately succeed."
Concluded R' Aryeh, "If you want to live
together and enjoy a wonderful married life, place
it PUaYNa and you'll see how wondeful it can be."
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The Seforim bring down that a person who wears clothing made from a shamez combination (wool
and linen), can prevent his tefillos from being accepted in Heaven and can likewise stop himself from
davening properly. A well-known incident which occurred in the Mirrer Yeshivah, when it was
temporarily stationed in Shanghai, involved a student who was having difficulty focusing his mind during
Yom Kippur davening. He ran out in the middle and changed into his weekday clothes. To his great
relief, from that point on he davened much better. After Yom Kippur, his Shabbos suit was checked
carefully and shatnez was in fact found in a most unexpected and secluded place. It transpired, that
although the garment was previously checked, the shatnez had escaped detection.

Another profound incident regarding shatnez was retold by a Kollel yungerman in Gateshead,
England. The young man would, from time to time, travel around raising funds for his kollel. When he
would come to London, he would periodically visit a traditionally Orthodox couple who befriended him.
He would speak with them and offer advice and support, and over the years developed a deep friendship
with them. This couple always kept Shabbos, Taharas Hamishpacha (Laws of family purity) and
Kashrus to the best of their ability, amongst other mitzvos about which they learned more and more as
time went on. They had been married for six and a half years, however, but they were not blessed with
children. Being young and idealistic, they were very eager to start a family and over the course of a
number of years, they sought the best medical advice available; all to no avail. Even utilizing the best
treatments didn't seem to make a difference, and the couple became devastatingly discouraged.

Once, when the Kollel yungerman visited their house in London, the young woman poured out her
heart to him, weeping bitterly that she and her husband seemed to be destined to a life without children.
He tried to offer chizuk and told her to be strong, Hashem will not forsake them. Upon his return to
Gateshead, though, he made a point to discuss the matter with a good friend.

After some thought, the latter recommended that the couple be encouraged to undertake an additional
mitzvah that they had presumably hitherto not kept, in the merit of which they might be blessed with a
child. The Kollel yungerman thought about it and after some consideration, decided to suggest the mitzva
of shatnez. The husband's immediate reaction was that he knew all about shatnez. He had even had his
suits and coats tested for shatnez and they were perfectly kosher. He was then asked if his wife's outfits
and coats were tested. The husband reacted with surprise. They had been under the impression that this
mitzvah was only for men and did not apply to women. Upon realizing their error, they took the wife's
clothes to be tested and after inspecting her coat, it was indeed found to be full of shatnez. The shatnez
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