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We find a parallel between the purification process of Yom Kippur and
that of a mikveh. Explains R' Azaryah Pigo ZT"L, in his work, Binah
L'itim, like the mikveh, the day of Yom Kippur has the capacity to atone,
but only if the individual makes the effort to go in. Just as a person must
be submerged in the mikveh in order for the purification waters to be
effective, so too, on Yom Kippur, he must actually come through the doors
of the Beis HaKnesses and stand before his Creator with submission and
genuine remorse.

This is also the explanation of the posuk, 9nV5 DDy 993> NN DY DY
(9-30 NIPM) "DINNVN YO0 OONN - "For on this day He will atone for you
to purify you from all your sins.” Hashem is giving us excellent advice on
how to prepare and eventually, come to a teshuva shelaima - complete
repentance, before Him. "On this day"” - on the holy day of Yom Kippur,
"He will atone for you to purify you from all your sins," - but only on one
condition. That ynvn 'n »95 - "Before Hashem you will purified."
Meaning, before Hashem atones for you, you must come prepared to be
purified. You must come to Him fully intentioned and expecting to be
purified and if you do this, Hashem will see to it that it gets done.
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R' Mendel of Vitebsk ZT"L would say:
"Now that I've finally moved up to Eretz Yisroel, the only thing I miss
is the great longing I used to have to go up to the Holy Land!"

R' Yitzchok of Vorka ZT'"L would say:

"The Ten Days of Repentance are a seller's market for a particular
merchandise called teshuva. During that time, any bit of teshuva,
regardless of it's quality or quantity, will be snapped up by Hashem. But
we have to make sure that we have "merchandise"” for sale!"

R' Moshe Bick ZT"L would say:
"The Torah tells us to be an 2y - humble person, not a 2% - tail! We
should be humble, but we should not debase ourselves to the point that we

become like the tail of an animal.
MAZEL TOV TO MR AND MRS SHAUL CHAIM GREENWALD ON THE
BIRTH OF A BOY. MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM.
To sponsor or dedicate an issue please E-Mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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van - soul introspection, and we know full well that we are filled with
dirt, head to toe, from our sins. But we hope for a good, sweet year, and
we know that to that end we must be cleansed from our many sins by
fasting on Yom Kippur. However, through the mitzvah of eating and
drinking on Erev Yom Kippur, and the great reward granted for the
fulfillment of this mitzvah, Hashem signifies to us that he cleans us
lovingly, like the loving mother washing off her only son. This mitzvah,
which expresses so much love and concern for our health and well-being
despite our many sins, is enough for us to feel a heartfelt sense of regret
for having sinned against our merciful Father, who, as He has in the past,
does and always will deal with us kindly. These feelings of love will bring
us ever closer to our Heavenly Father, that He may inscribe us for good
life, and bring us the redemption speedily and in our days."
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On first reading, one might understand from these words that when the
Bnei Yisroel stray from the Torah, the Torah itself will testify against
them. But does Hashem truly need a witnesses to oversee Israel?

R' Meir Leibush Malb'"im ZT"L, explains with a parable. A king
once freed one of his subjects who was imprisoned for theft and appointed
him to guard his treasury. Since the king knew that by nature this man was
prone to thievery, and it was safe to assume that he might steal again, the
king chronicled the appointment in full detail. The other citizens believed
that the king did so to warn the former thief, that if he ever stole in the
future, he would be put to death for stealing from the king is an act of
treason. But actually, the king's reason for writing it all down was to
remind himself, that if this man was ever caught stealing, the king should
be lenient with him, for he should have known better than to appoint him
keeper of the treasury. So, too, does Hashem record here: "So that this
song shall be for Me a witness, with the Bnei Yisroel". The King of kings
asks that this song be recorded, with all its nuances and all its meanings so
that He will always be aware of our shortcomings and act towards us in a
more merciful manner. This song is a witness, not to testify against, but
only in defense of the Jewish people. During the Yomim Nora'im - Days of
Awe, when we beseech Hashem to be merciful with us, may we have the
insight to sing the beautiful song of His Torah.
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One year before Yom Kippur, in the city of Lvov, one of the community
members approached the dayan, R' Benzion Kohen ZT"L, with a
question. "I don't understand," began the young man, with a slight tone of
sarcasm, "Why did the Torah command us to eat and drink on Erev Yom
Kippur? Even without such a commandment, we would have eaten and
drank anyway in preparation for the fast! Secondly, why did the Torah
afford such great importance to this eating, to the point that the reward is
that of fasting for two days?"

The dayan looked at the man and patiently answered him. "Let me tell
you a moshol - parable. A woman had one son and out of her intense
concern for his well-being, hired a private nanny to care for him. One
cold, wintry day, the boy returned home filled with dirt and filth. The
nanny took him by his hand and brought him to the washroom. She
attached a hose to the sink, turned on the faucet and began spraying him
with a gush of cold water. The mother saw what was happening and cried,
'What are you trying to do?! He's shivering from the cold!' The nanny
came to her own defense and said, 'But look at him - he's filthy!" 'So what -
he's suffering?' cried the mother, as she turned on the boiler and prepared
warm water. She then began washing her son gently and softly."

R' Benzion now had the man's full and rapt attention and proceeded to
explain. "In anticipation of Yom Kippur, we have all conducted our yawn
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