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A classic question is asked: Who demonstrated a greater resolve in his
v VoD - self-sacrifice, to Hashem - Avrohom Avinu, who was absolutely
prepared to slaughter his only son, or Yitzchok Avinu, who willingly gave
himself to be sacrificed?

Says R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L, Avrohom Avinu
contemplated and saw to which level his son Yitzchok had venerated.
Avrohom had received the decree directly from Heaven, whereas Yitzchok
only heard the command through the words of his father. In spite of this,
Yitzchok went to the Akeidah with the same eagerness and joy that his
father had shown. When Avrohom saw this, he envied Yitzchok. Thus, the
posuk tells us, W) YR DNNAN AW - "And Avrohom returned to his young
men" - Avrohom remembered the days of his own youth, when as a young
man himself, he willingly sacrificed his own life and was thrown into the
burning furnace for the glory of Heaven. As a result, /1 120" mpoy -
"They rose up and went together" - Avrohom joined his son Yitzchok, and
together they rose to the highest spiritual level.
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R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:

"A wagon driver once asked me to help him push his wagon out of the
mud. I told him I was too weak. "You're not too weak,’ he told me, "You're
too lazy!" From him I learned that 'weakness' is often no more than a form of
laziness!"

R' Moshe of Kobrin ZT"L would say:

"When a person suffers, he shouldn't say things are bad. Rather, the
situation is bitter. Hashem does nothing bad. Just as medicine, although it
might be bitter is beneficial, so too events are always beneficial even if they
are bitter." -

R' Yehudah Chaim of Shklov ZT"L would say:
"Life has taught us that love does not consist in gazing at each other

but in looking outward together in the same direction."
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were from my own coops. Believe me rebbe, nothing was spared.”

The Berditchever continued. "And when they came, they also received
drinks?" "Yes, of course. I supplied homemade wine and beer, and water
from a well newly dug specifically for the guests.”

"And when they left," queried the Berditchever, "did you give them an
escort out of town like Avrohom Avinu did for his guests?"

"Well, that is one thing that is very difficult to do," conceded the man.
"Since I am either at my business or busy with the guests still on the
premises, | find myself unable to accompany each guest on his way."

"Well," concluded R' Levi Yitzchok, "that is your answer.You see, a
Jew is required to provide his guest with #5¥x” - which stands for
1IN - food, "IN - drink, and "iY» - escort. Y ou however, only
provided them with food and drink, which spells out #wx» - fire. By the
fact that you only provided Aish, fire is what you got in return!"
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Chazal tell us that the word »p - "only” is an exclusionary term.
What was Avrohom intending to exclude with this statement and what was
the significance of his pronouncement?

R' Elchonon Wasserman ZT"L HY"D, remarks that the use of the
term 7 in this posuk, indicates that Avimelech and his people possessed
great wisdom and Derech Eretz - proper behavior, but they lacked nnv
o0V - Fear of Heaven. Avrohom Avinu perceived that this shortcoming,
in and of itself, would result in the tragedy that "nWX 727Dy N -
"They will kill me on account of my wife". In Koheles, Shlomo Hamelech
declares, "DTRN 99 NI NNY PN IN KD DPORD DN - "Fear G-d and
fulfill His mitzvos, for that is the whole man" - Don't think Yiras
Shomayim is merely a commendable intrinsic quality in man: It is the
essence of man! A person who lacks Fear of Heaven, is no more than an
animal in human form!

Germany, v, was considered the world's most culturally advanced
nation. The Holocaust testifies to the terror and barbarism that this
"cultured" nation perpetrated upon the Jewish people, and upon the rest of
Europe in order to destroy the Jews. All their technology did not restrain
them in committing their heinous crimes. Clearly then, without Yiras
Shomayim no amount of wisdom can restrain man's evil inclination.
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Once, a Jew came to R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L to pour
out his heart. He was a well to do businessman and had dedicated a
substantial amount of money and personal time to the mitzvah of
Hachnosas Orchim - welcoming guests. He had a special wing in his
house built for the various guests who came his way, including a staff of
cooks, maids and attendants to see to their needs. His homemade beer and
wine, and freshly baked bread was served to his guests just like to his own
family. The wealthy were treated like royalty, and the poor were treated
like the wealthy. What was wrong?

"Rebbe," lamented the gentleman, "I can't believe my eyes, I can't
believe that it is true. Early this morning my entire estate burned to the
ground. Everything was consumed, nothing is left. If it was only my house
I wouldn't be so distraught," he continued in a pained voice, "but the entire
Hachnosas Orchim project is lost. I don't know how this could have
happened. What did I do to warrant such ruin?!"

The Berditchever sunk deep into thought for a few minutes then looked
up compassionately at the man standing in anguish before him. "Tell me,"
he began, "when the guests came, did you give them food to eat?"

"Yes," answered the distraught man, "I gave them the best. Fresh bread
a~* vegetables from my garden were always on the table. The chickens
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