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| into the wilderness to offer Korbonos, the persecution of the Bnei Yisroel

| increased. They were required to fulfill their quotas without being
| supplied the necessary materials, and when they were not met, the Jewish
| taskmasters were beaten. In their anguish, the taskmasters blamed Moshe

_ | some way signal the beginning of redemption, but it had not occurred. To
| this, Hashem responded, "My ways are not your ways, for I accomplish
| judgement and compassion simultaneously."

| such judgement. However, as the Exodus reached it's climactic end with
| N0 O P - splitting of the Red Sea,he was able to look back at all that

| been for the good. In the most difficult times, Hashem's attribute of
_ | compassion was manifest. Therefore, Moshe began his song of praise
| with the very word »t~», with which he had expressed dismay.

| freedom, which is dominant throughout this night. To demonstrate proper
| M, one should discharge his obligation in the preferred manner. R'
| Moshe Feinstein ZT"L was therefore, of the opinion that one who uses
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Following Moshe's first confrontation with Paraoh, in which he
demanded in the name of Hashem, that the Jews be permitted to journey

for their added suffering. Moshe then said to Hashem, Y& >nNaixpy
"YI9 - From the time that I came to Paraoh, he did evil to this people.
Moshe Rabbeinu thought that his mission to Paraoh would at least in

R' Gedalyah Schorr ZT"L clarifies this: Moshe accepted Hashem's
response without comprehending how compassion was manifest amid

had transpired throughout the golus and perceive that, indeed, all had
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The abundance of wine drunk at the Seder signifies the theme of mn-

grape juice for the four cups has likewise not demonstrated freedom
(although he is considered to have discharged his obligation).
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he could not find his Matzos. When he told his wife where he had stored
the Matzos and asked if she might know what had happened to them, she
paled. She had thought that those were the Matzos designated for the
poor people and had given them all away! The Maharsha, probably for
the first time since his youth, would have to make do with Matzos which,
while fit for use, had not actually been prepared under his own personal
supervision.

The Maharsha reacted to the situation by excusing himself and going
into another room, where he proceeded to pace back and forth, deep in
thought. It was there, that R' Shmuel was overheard repeating to himself,
in an even voice, NN NNT DY NWN ,NIVT NON WY - 4 minute
amount of Chametz is Rabbinically forbidden, however, a minute amount
of anger is prohibited by the Torah. In this remarkable manner, the great
Maharsha was able to control himself and not, G-d forbid, hurt his wife's
feelings, celebrating the Yom Tov of Pesach, in his usual cheerful self.

TORAH GEMS

The words " /% an» - a festival to Hashem, underscore the true
meaning of Pesach. :

The Meshech Chochmah, R' Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ZT'"'L
explains, that a person living in modern times who views the exodus from
Mitzrayim merely as an ancient tribe's attainment of freedom from
physical bondage, may justifiably wonder why it is so important to
celebrate an event from the distant past. On the other hand, if he
understands that the Yetziah - exodus, represents a spiritual
transformation of an entire nation from a state of impurity to sanctity,
from the mundane to the timeless, then he will truly rejoice, regardless of
the times or circumstances under which he actually lives.

This is what the Possuk is telling us. If we celebrate Pesach as a
festival to Hashem - in it's spiritual sense - then we will be celebrating
this Yom Tov as an everlasting law, a pn, for our generation, and all those
to come in the future
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The classic Talmudic commentary, which is found in most editions of
the Gemarah, is the commentary of R' Shmuel Eliezer Eidels ZT"L,
known throughout the world as the Maharsha, and it is considered basic
for in-depth understanding of Talmudic discourse. Aside from his genius,
the Maharsha was exemplary as a man of boundless kindness. It is told
that outside his home in Ostrow, Poland, where he served as Rov, a
plaque bore the inscription (29-N9 21N) "NNSN NMNMIND NDT ) P2 NY \INa”
| - Let no stranger spend the night outside, my door is open to any guest.
_, Each and every year before Pesach, R' Shmuel would commission the
| baking of many pounds of Matzah which he would distribute to the poor.
* | These Matzos were stored in his home and were kept seperate from the
. | Matzos which were prepared for his personal use. The latter were
| prepared under R' Shmuel's own personal supervision and the baking
¢ | process for his personal Matzos incorporated many m min - stringencies
gg not commonly employed.
|

| It happened one year that on Erev Pesach, the Maharsha went to select
. | the Matzos that he would personally have placed upon his seder table, but




