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The gemara (:> mon) relates that if two people committed murder, one
N1 - intentionally,and one »MW21 - inadvertently, but neither of them
could be brought to trial for lack of witnesses, Hashem will lead them to
an encounter whereby the inadvertent murderer will kill the deliberate
murderer in an unintentional manner in the presence of witnesses. In this
way, true justice is meted out as the one who dies gets what is coming to
him and the other man must flee to an VoPN PY - city of refuge.

R' Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg ZT"L further elucidates this point:
There are various levels of »»v. Every unintentional murderer commits his
crime with a different level of negligence. It is impossible for human
beings to render exact judgement for each individual case. The Torah,
therefore, tells us a murderer who is exiled to an VoPKY 7Y, must remain
there until the Kohen Gadol passes away. This allows for each individual
to receive his due punishment: For one inadvertent killer, this may mean a
short exile, while another may have to live out the rest of his days apart
from his family and friends. From here we can clearly see that the laws of
the Torah are perfect and Hashem's judgements are exact to a hairsbreath.
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R' Pinchos of Koritz ZT"L would say:
"I try with all my might to keep the trait of anger repressed and expose
it only when necessary. That way it is I who controls this bad quality. It
does not control me!"

R' Chaim Yehuda Meir Hager ZT"L would say:

"Our great love for Eretz Yisroel is nothing more than an inheritance
from our ancestors who requested burial in the holy land. Although their
love for the Land was only realized after their deaths, it is their merit
which enables us to settle and strengthen the Land."

R' Abraham J. Twerski Shlit''a would say:
"At home, we were told never to utter any unkind words at anybody, no
matter how deserving they were. When my Bubby was provoked to anger
at someone, she would say, 'May he have fresh, soft bread and hard butter!'

MAZEL TOV TO THE SCHWARTZ FAMILY ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF
THEIR SON >7) PN, MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM.
To sponsor or dedicate an issue please call 845-362-4380
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The two men were stunned. "What's wrong," said the Rov, seeing their
hesitant expressions, "Let the land speak for itself!" The intrigued
litigants finally consented.

They all went out to the site. In a manner intent on impressing the
onlookers, the Rov bent over and spoke to the earth authoritatively. "I, as
the head of the Rabbinical court, command you to tell me to which of
these two people you really belong!" He then bent over even further and
put his ear to the ground. After a few moments of intent listening, he
nodded somberly and rose to face the litigants. In a foreboding tone of
voice, he relayed over the message. "The earth wants me to tell you, that
it belongs to neither of you. It says that you actually belong to it, and it
will eventually claim the both of you!" Sheepishly, the two men nodded
in understanding and not long after, agreed to a compromise.
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The parsha, addressing the laws of ©7) - vows, follows the previous
parsha dealing with matters relating to the Yomim Tovim, concluding with
the joyous festival of Succos. When a man gathers into his home, and
there is excessive feasting and drinking, there remains the fear that oaths
that were made will not be kept. The question is: Why does the Torah
specify in this parsha, that these words were said 71monnN PUNI X" - "To
the heads of the tribes"? Weren't all the mirzvos first given to the leaders
and then to the rest of Brei Yisroel?

The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT''L, gives us an enlightening
explanation for all times. It is common to have "leaders" and public
activists who make endless promises and guarantees to their constituents,
in an attempt to win over their opinion. They may even swear to the
fulfillment of these promises. However, quite often will they break their
word without even batting an eyelash, sometimes doing the exact opposite
of that which they promised. This state of affairs is most distressing, since
it is the leaders who should be setting an example for those looking up to
them, in word and deed. Thus, the Torah calls specifically upon the
leaders, "Ny’ 90 R8N 9951127 5N RY” - "He must not break his word;
according to all that proceeds out of his mouth, he shall do". For this
reason, Moshe talks directly to the heads of the tribes, for if they will
keep their word, the people will see and follow.
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A case involving two men who were disputing ownership of a small
plot of land, came before the Beis Din of R' Yitzchok Noson Berlin
ZT"L. Neither of the men had adequate proof that the land belonged to
him, so the Rov sought to arrive at an equitable compromise. However,
neither party wished to yield to arbitration, insisting instead that the Beis
Din issue a decisive ruling based on the letter of the law.

R' Berlin was disturbed by the litigants stubborn pettiness and tried to
impress upon them that this small plot of land was hardly worth the enmity
they were generating between themselves. After all, earthly possessions
are only temporary in this world and just as Hashem gives possessions to
people, He can soon enough take it away. The two parties were
unmovable, however, and they turned a deaf ear to his pleas.

The Rov had an idea. He removed a medrash from the bookshelf and
opened it. He began relating that when Bnei Yisroel occupied the Land of
Canaan and it was apportioned among the twelve tribes, lots were cast to
see which land belonged to whom. The validity of the lots was confirmed
by a Bas Kol - a Heavenly voice, which announced, "This land belongs to
them." And so on and so forth. After a moment, R’ Berlin looked up from
the sefer and said, "Since there is not enough evidence to issue a final
ruling, why don't we rely on Divine revelation, just like our ancestors did!"
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