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~ | bringing the flesh, fat and blood of an animal as a sacrifice, the

| the mind!

| to open and close the book and thereby break apart or combine the parts
| of the letters. Others dispute this ruling and contend that since a book is
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Why are the Korbonos meant only for someone who sinned
inadvertently and can barely be referred to as a sinner, whereas a person
who sinned intentionally, surely requires that much more of an
atonement. However, he is actually exempt from bringing a Korbon?
The Ba'al Ha'akeida, R' Yitzchok Arama ZT"L explains, that by

unintentional sinner strives to atone for the sin which he committed
involving these very elements of his own physical being. However, the
premeditated sinner trangresses with the very depth of his mind, spirit
and soul. For this, a Korbon cannot atone - for the spirit. Such a sinner is
considered like one whose mind is unfit and blemished.

It is, therefore, that Chazal state that the contemplation of committing
an aveirah, is much more serious than the actual sin itself, for the sin just
affects the physical body. Thoughts and intentions, however, contaminate
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According to some Poskim, if a book has words or letters stamped on
the edge of the pages (as is common with library books), one is forbidden

meant to be opened and closed constantly, doing so does not qualify as
erasing and writing. It is customary to follow the lenient opinion.
Nevertheless, if one has another copy of the same book that has no
writing on the edge, he should use that one and not the one with the
writing on the edge.

Alternatively, one can avoid the problem by inserting a sheet of paper
between the pages before Shabbos, so that the letters remain broken even
when the book is closed
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with the proper concentration. Therefore, I can't sit still and begin
davening Shacharis unless I feel inspiration from on high."

The Seraph looked at the Chassid and said, "The Gemara in Berachos
tells us DVPIN DYTNHN TN MD9N - the daily prayers were established
opposite the daily sacrifices. Tefillas Shacharis was instituted in place of
the early morning Korbon in the Bais Hamikdosh, as well as Minchah
and Ma'ariv in place of their respective sacrifices. The Possuk also tells
us that although a heavenly fire descended on the altar when the
Kohanim brought the Korbonos, there was still a specific Mitzvah for the
Kohanim to light a fire on the altar - VTN Y N2 MNN."

The Rebbe continued in a passionate voice, "It would seem, that we
are required today to daven in the same manner in which the Korbonos
were brought, since it was instituted in place of the sacrifices. Therefore,
it is incumbent upon every Jew that while he is davening, he should
attempt to light his own "inner fire" - and not wait until the divine flame
of inspiration descends upon him from Heaven!"
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In the early 1900's, in the town of Mogilentzia, Poland, lived the great
Rebbe of Rebbes, R' Meir Yechiel ZT"L, known throughout the world
as the Seraph - 99 (angel). One morning at the conclusion of Shacharis
prayers, the Rebbe called his Gabbai and asked him to request ofa
certain Chassid, who frequently davened in the Rebbe's minyan, to come
to his inner room. The young Chassid was taken aback by this most
unusual of requests, but approached the Seraph's room with trepidation.

R' Meir Yechiel welcomed him in and then said, "I've noticed that you
generally come on time to davening each and every morning, however,
you are constantly walking to and fro, in and out of the Bais Medrash,
and you don't begin davening with the rest of the people. Thereby, you
are almost never fulfilling the requirement of davening Tefillah B'tzibbur
- saying Shemonah Esrai with the rest of the minyan."

"I must say that the Rebbe is correct," answered the Chassid in a low
and humble voice, "The truth, however, is that whenever I enter the Bais
Medrash to daven, a sudden realization hits me: I am totally unprepared
to face my creator and without divine inspiration, I couldn't possibly pray
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On the second day of the creation of the world, Hashem commanded |
that there be a firmament seperating the upper waters from the lower
waters. The subterranean waters began to weep, crying that they were not
worthy enough to remain above the firmament, close to Hashem. They
then became arrogant and wanted to rise up. Hashem rebuked them not to
move from their place, and said, "You have been arrogant and tried to rise
high for the sake of my honor. I will therefore reward you that the upper
waters will not have the authority to sing out to me before you do."

The Yalkut Reuvaini writes that Hashem gave the lower waters the
additional honor that every Korbon that is offered to Hashem, will have to
contain salt. This will be the reward for their good intentions, since salt is
taken from the sea, when the heat of the sun evaporates the salty sea
water. Thus, the Torah states that salt must not be left out of the Minchah
offering, for this would viciate the covenant that Hashem made with the
water during the six days of creation - to provide salt for the Korbonos.




