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The mitzva of maintaining honest weights and measurcs would seem to be a
simple case of treating fellow humans fairly. But it is juxtaposcd with the story
of Amalek's attack on Brei Yisroel, and the Medrash notes a connection: if a
person 1s dishonest in business, he exposes himself to attack. just as the Jews
faced while travelling in the desert. But this connection 1s hard to understand:
How could Amalck be the symbolic punishment for corrupt weights and
measures if the Jews did not engage in any commerce while in the desert?

The Netziv, R' Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin ZT"L cxplains that one who
cheats i weights and measures does not do so solely for the purpose of
personal gain. Rather. he manifests a lack of faith in the Almighty by expressing
doubt that Hashem supports and sustains cvery single person according to His
will. The gemara cven suggests that this is a form of idol-worship, since that
person cherishes and reveres the idea of acquiring money even more than serving
Hashem and dealing with others honestly. Similarly, Amalek attacked the Jewish
people during their sojourn because they expressed doubts about whether the
Almighty would continue to sustain them in the desert - the same sin that a
dishonest businessman engages in. This egregious sin is another example of how
a2 INY OIN P2 MSN - commandment between man and his friend, is. at its
root, a DIPNY DIN Y2 SN - comimandment between man and Hashem, and
thus, demonstrates once again, how observing even those mifzvos that appear to
be simple rules of social conduct achicves the highest levels of Divine service.
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The Rosh, Rabbeinu Asher Ben Yechiel ZT'"L writes:

"The mitzva of 1zitzis is situated immediately before the mitzva of marriage.
This proximity of these two mirzvos is the basis for the minkag - custom, that is
prevalent among Jews of Eastern European descent whereby men begin to wear
a tallis when they get married.”

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L (Kotzer Rebbe), would say:

MMN PN THY DN OTRY 1127 - "In the direction that a person wishes
1o go, they guide him." If a person wants to rise spiritually, Hashem promises to
help - not do the whole job. If we just open the eye of a needle - VPPN VIN - to
let Him in, He will open the entire world. A small effort I¢ads to great rewards.”

A Wise Man would say:
"Don’t be afraid your life will end; be afraid that it will never begin!"
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her feet for the whole day couldn't erase. The lady noticed that the waitress was
ncarly cight months pregnant, and she wondered how someone who had so little
could be so giving to a stranger. Then she remembered her tire changer.

After the lady finished her meal. and the waitress went to get her change from
a hundred-dollar bill. the lady slipped right out the door. The waitress wondered
where the lady could be, and then noticed something written on a napkin. It said.
"You don't owe me a thing. Someonc once helped me out. the way 'm helping
vou. If you really want tq pav me back. here's what vou do. Don't let the chain of
kindness end with vou."

That night when she got home from work she was thinking about the money
and what the lady had written. How could she have known how much she and her
husband nceded it? With the baby due next month. it was going to be hard. She
knew how worried her husband was: about the baby. the house and the old car.
But when she saw him in the garage standing over the old Pontiac, she whispered
soft and low to herself. "Evervthing's gonna be alright. we'll be just fine."
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The Torah discusses a situation where one builds a new house and as a
preventive measure so that no one should come to bodily injury as a result of a
fall from the roof of the home. he is required to build a parapet around the top of
his house. The question is: Why is the mirzva to build a railing given in the
context of a ncw house and a roof? In fact. the mitzva applies in equal measure
to an old house and to anv place from which a person could fall off and hurt
himself! What is the underlving meaning here?

R' Sholom Noach Brazovsky ZT'"L, thc Nesivos Sholom gives us a
remarkable answer: Obviously. falling and injuring oneself is not cxclusive to a
new house. The Torah wishes to teach us the following practical lesson. which is
very appropriate to our current month of E/u/. In the hafiarah that 1s rcad on fast
days. the posuk states. 977 yen anvy»: - "Let the wicked one forsake his way.”
(- myw) True and complete nwn - Repentance. does not involve merely
"patching” oncsclf up. i.¢. correcting onc small negative trait while all the other
bad habits and sins go unchecked. but rather abandoning one's old wavs and
rcbuilding oneself from the ground up. One must, in fact. attempt to recreate,
rebuild himsclf. Thus. when vou do build a new house. build a fence around vour
roof - "vour roof” is referring to vour head. and "the fence” is an inference of
DY IR - Fear of Heaven. which is the only means to protect your senscs.
most of which reside in the organs of vour head. from "falling.
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A man was driving home one evening, on a two-lane country road. It was
starting to get dark, and light snow flurries were coming down.
He almost didn't sec the old lady. stranded on the side of the road. But even in
the dim light of dav, he could see she needed help. So he pulled up in front of her
Mercedes and got out. His old Pontiac was still sputtering when he approached
her. No one had stopped to help for the last hour or so and he could see that she
was frightened. standing out there in the cold. He said. "I'm here to help vou
Ma'am. Why don't vou wait in the car where it's warm?"

Well. all she had was a flat tire. but for an old lady. that was bad cnough.
She told him that she was only just passing through and she couldn't thank him
enough for coming to her aid. He just smiled as he crawled under the car and
began the job of replacing her tire. Soon he was able to change the tirc. But he
had to get dirty and his hands hurt. She then asked him how much she owed him.
Any amount would have been all right with her. But the man never thought twice
about the monev. This was not a job to him. He told her that if she really wanted
to pay him back. the next time she saw someone who needed help. she could give
that person the assistance that they needed. and he added. "And think of me.”

A few miles down the road the lady saw a small cafe. She went in to grab a
bite to cat. and take the chill off before she made the last leg of her trip home. It
was an old. dingy looking restaurant. Her waitress came over and brought a
clean towel to wipe her wet hair. She had a sweet smile, one that even being on
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