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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (103)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Talmid Chacham (cont).
Since the posuk () writes "mp" (standing) next to "wpn"
(honoring), the Gemara learns out that one only stands up in a
way that gives recognizable honor. That is the source for the
halacha we mentioned previously, of not standing up until the
Talmid Chacham comes into his four Amos. There are other
halachos that seem to be derived from this same source.

1) If one has to leave just as a Talmid Chacham approaches, he
should not do so because it will look like he got up to leave
and not to honor him. Rather, he should sit down after rising
for the Talmid Chacham and then get up a second time to go
on his way. This halacha is quoted in Sefer Chasidim
regarding standing up for a father and mother, and is applied
in this case by the Ben Ish Chai3).

2) Standing up for a Talmid Chacham in the inner room of a
Mikva where all the people are undressed is not considered
an honor according to most Poskim, see Pischei Teshuva @)
and Gesher Hachaim ). However, in the middle room,
where some people are dressed and some are not, one should
stand up () if he himself is dressed (7).

3) If one is close to a door when a Talmid Chacham is about to
go inside, he should open the door for him. Opening the door
to a toilet is not considered an honor ().

How Often Must One Stand. The Gemara 9 quotes Rav Yannai

that one should not stand up for his Rebbi (and certainly a regular

Talmid Chacham) more than twice a day, in order not to honor

him more than he honors Hashem when he stands for the two

main prayers of the day. The RI’F learns that other Amoraim in the

Gemara disagree and require one to stand each and every time,
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and he rules like them (10). The RM’A, however, rules leniently
an like Rav Yannai and standing up twice a day seems to be the
prevalent custom among Askenazim (see Shevet Halevi (12)) He
explains that the first time during the day that a Talmid Chacham
walks by, and the last time he expects him to walk by, are the
most appropriate times to stand up. If people who didn’t see him
get up the first time enter the Beis Medrash, and they might not
know that he already stood up, he should stand up again.

Even though, it seems from Rav Yannai that one may NOT
stand up more than twice a day, it is not so! The Shach (13 rules
that standing twice is the 2vn, and requiring an obligation for more
would be honoring a Talmid Chacham more than Hashem. How-
ever, if one wants to stand up every time, it is permitted, because

one can greet Hashem in praﬁr also, as many times as he wants.
DI YID (T - BT A
Simple “SIMAN” Says - Menachos 105a
In the Mishna, Rav Yehuda says that if one vows to bring a Korban
Mincha without specifying which type, he must bring a Fine Flour
Mincha (m>yo nnan) to fulfill his vow. Rav Yehuda gives us a siman
(mnemonic) to remember this halacha. He says this is the first type of
Mincha mentioned in the Torah so we will easily remember it. The
Gemara (-1 y2»y) quotes the words of Rav Chisda: 1) nnn pN”
"pIva NON (Torah is acquired with simanim) Indeed, throughout
Shas we find that specifically Rav Yehuda uses many simanim to aid
us. Earlier in Maseches Menachos, he gave us a siman to remember
the dimensions of the Shtei Halechem and Lechem Hapanim, and of
course, who doesn't know his most famous mnemonic about the 10
makkos: 2'nxa w1y 7'8°7. The Tiferes Yaakov on Mishnayos, adds
that simanim are not always an exact description of the facts, but as
we often see, they are short and therefore help us remember.
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R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam V’Daas) would say:

(53797 (4) 2> DO NVYIS '3 MV (3) 'Y (2) 250> NP (1)
(8) DY YNYYN T (7) XDV 7'V 1490 7' X' (6) '5 919
Y192 121 (10) 22 PYIPP (9) 9"SE PPN T2 703N DN
1D:am (13) Sp:n (12) 307309 N'DTY (11) N99Y 19 390

“PTD WY TN NINY PRNAY NV NN PWI MY NN NP - Rashi tells us that Yaakov was punished for hiding Dina in a box

to protect her from Esav. The question is why? Yaakov, better than anyone else, knew Esav’s nature, so why risk it?
However, since Dina was a 'mNS' and she ‘went out’ to the streets which was not typical of what a bas Yisroel does,
Yaakov should have realized that this out-of-the-box behavior wasn’t without reason and needed to be channelled into
kiruv rechokim. The Sages felt that Yaakov should have allowed Dina at the very least, to speak with Esav and try to
influence him. Instead, he put her in a box and closed the door to actualizing her potential. A person must reach beyond

his/her comfort zone and use the parts that do not “fit in the box’ for growth and accomplishment.” |24t 911 *4 515503 #owrd
. . . 9y 1w mop 972 Yo
R’ Boruch HaL evi Epstein z£”’I (Torah Temimah) would say: assyr * 9P A5 ‘93

Y3179 7t D299 XPM YN 790N 1Y MmNy - How is this a consolation? The Sages have determined | Dedicated by Mr & Mrs

(N> n) that the birthpangs of a girl are stronger and harsher than of a boy. When Rochel was giving EliRit.teman&Famﬂy
birth, her pain was so great that she she thought she was having a girl, and would not fulfill her destiny| DedicatedbyYankee

. . S . . s Hirsch&Famil
of mothering 2 shevatim. Thus, the midwife assured her, ‘Do not worry - for this one, too, is a boy. A A D Ay”wb

A Wise Man would say: “Blessed are the hearts that can bend; they shall never be broken.” o027 57y v
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The Gemara (xs yon) relates that Yaakov Avinu crossed the river to retrieve "00p 029", the small jugs which had
been left behind. From here, we learn: "ova oy povN PRY 295 DANN INY ONDN DYDY DN ORI - “For the
righteous, their money is more precious than their bodies since they never stretch out their hands in theft.” The Arizal
explains the Gemara in a different manner. A Tzaddik recognizes that nothing which comes his way is coincidental. Each
and every item found in his possession is there for a specific purpose and must never be squandered. Yaakov Avinu
understood that if in addition to his riches, Hashem also made him the owner of these small jugs, he must use them for
avodas Hashem, too. It is for this reason that the Gemara connects this concept to the idea of refraining from theft. Just as
all which was given to me was predestined, so too, anything which was given to my friend is exactly where it ought to be.

One day, a man called up the office of a particular Yeshivah in Israel. Explaining how he had seen an ad for the
Yeshivah in a newspaper and was quite impressed, he asked if he could come down and make a donation. While the Rosh
Yeshivah assured the man that they had placed no ad in any newspaper, the man remained undeterred. “I will be down at
the Yeshivah a bit later today,” he said. Sure enough, later that day, the man pulled up in front of the Yeshivah in a fancy,
expensive car. Entering inside, he looked around for a bit until he located the Rosh Yeshivah.

“Rabbi,” he said, “I was taken aback by your ad. Would you mind if I take a look at the Yeshivah premises?”

Well, which Rosh Yeshivah wouldn’t jump at the opportunity? Gladly complying with his request, he went on to
provide a tour of the building. After doing so, the rich man said, “Rabbi, I initially had in mind to give you $80,000, but I
am in fact so impressed with your entire system of operations, that I have decided to raise the amount to $100,000.”

Taken aback by this stranger’s beneficence, the Rosh Yeshivah asked again. “Tell me again, what brought you here?”

“Don’t you know?” said the unknown benefactor, “It was the ad you placed in the newspaper!” And with that, the man
wrote out a check for $100,000 on the spot. After a few more complimentary words, the man walked back to his car.

Quite surprised to be the unexpected recipient of such a large endowment, the Rosh Yeshivah called over the man in
charge of the day to day operations and asked, “Moshe, did we submit an ad for any newspaper recently?”

Without a moment’s thought, Moshe replied, “Not that I am aware of.” The mystery deepened.

Without any explanation for how such a check ended up in their possession, the Rosh Yeshivah went on to investigate
the matter. He finally was forced to ask the rich man where he had seen the ad for the Yeshivah. He told him it was in a
paper he had picked up in his local barbershop! Now, he was really confused and he doubled his efforts to learn the truth.

And sure enough, the true story was uncovered. Fifteen years earlier, a religious newspaper had just begun its publication
in Israel. Desperately wishing to break into the market, they struggled to meet any significant success. After two weeks and
two editions released, they were running out of funds. And so, they turned to various organizations for support to stabilize
themselves. Asking yeshivos if they would be willing to submit an ad into their paper in lieu of a donation, this particular
Yeshivah consented. It yielded a few donations and was quickly forgotten. One newspaper wound up in the local barber shop.
And for fifteen years it did not move! The newspaper remained sitting in the same barber shop for a decade and a half.

And then the day finally arrived. Fifteen years later, in walked a man to get a haircut, grabbing a newspaper as he took a
seat. And what did he see inside? An ad for this particular Yeshivah. He liked what he saw and decided to make a donation!

Just imagine the likelihood of a newspaper sitting in the same spot for fifteen years and a rich man being motivated to
donate thousands of dollars as he sits on a barber’s chair getting a haircut. That is what it means to have Hashgacha Pratis
in our day and age. Hashem closely watches over us every moment of every day and every night. And what is meant to be
yours will eventually come to you. Even if it takes fifteen years to get there! (Torah Anytimes: Tishrei Companion 5779)
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redicting destruction is not easy for a prophet, especially
the destruction of his own people. As an Edomite convert,
Ovadia HaNavi was given the unenviable task of
prophesying the destruction of Edom - one of the greatest
and longstanding enemies of the Jewish Nation.

The Navi tells us that Yaakov Avinu will be like “fire” to the
“straw” of Esav, while Yosef will be a “flame.” R’ Yeshaya
Pinto z£”’l (Rif on Ein Yaakov) asks: Yosef is a product of
Yaakov. Since the fire of Yaakov will burn the straw of Esav,
why do we need the flame of Yosef to battle as well? Is the
fire of Yaakov not enough to destroy Esav completely?

The Maharsha (2"3) explains that Yaakov acquired the
firstborn rights from Esav and passed them on to his beloved
son, Yosef. Since the destinies of Yaakov and Esav are
wholly intertwined, as we see from the Birchas Yitzchok,
when Yaakov goes up, Esav will go down, and vice a versa.

Yosef’s destiny, on the other hand, is completely separate
and has nothing to do with either Yaakov or Esav. Thus,
when Klal Yisroel studies the Torah diligently and behaves in
the manner of Yaakov Avinu, the “Pillar of Torah,” then only
a small fire will be needed to battle Esav successfully.

However, at a time when the Torah is not being learned
and the Nation as a whole will cast off the yoke of Torah,
then only Yosef’s raging flame will be able to fight Esav.
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When a man and woman get married, on top of all the joy and bliss, they each add their spouse to the "yan 0" in Birchas
Hamazon: ".. MYN T N T2 N0 Yyan " - “The Merciful One, bless me, and my spouse .... just as You blessed Avraham,
Yitzchok and Yaakov in everything, by everything, with everything.” (95 951, 971) Let us understand this beracha. Avraham
Avinu went through ten nisyonos. Plus, he had to deal with Yishmael. Yitzchok had the Akeida, had no children for twenty years,
finally having twins, one of which was Esav. Yaakov had to deal with a crooked shver for 20 years and had severe issues with
his brother. He gave birth to twelve sons, who also had issues with one another. His favorite son, Yosef, disappeared,
seemingly without a trace. Let me ask you: Is there any part of these lives that one would want to wish upon his spouse?

All this notwithstanding, Avraham Avinu looked at the years of his life as "»92" - despite all the problems, he felt he had
everything and nothing was missing from his life, even if life came along with many trials and tribulations. Yitzchok said, “/
ate everything (990) and became satiated,” in every way, despite all my difficulties. In our parsha, Yaakov Avinu was thankful
to Hashem, "52°9 ¢ 2 DPON N D" - thank You Hashem for showing me grace and giving me “everything.”

We, too, thank Hashem for blessing us "52 9010 931" - in everything, by everything, with everything. We can now
understand the beracha that a husband and wife wish for each other. To have the perception that they have all that they need
and be "opona nnw'. That truly is a most beautiful wish. We should be like the Avos. Having that constant feeling of "55°5 " -
I have everything I need. No matter how hard life may become, we trust Hashem gives us all we need and the strength to
handle it. We therefore conclude "nnby 13711 ..0MN 712°1Y". May Hashem bless us with a perfect blessing yaX Y.

DT ﬁ?}’ﬂ"ﬁ ﬂ'@“) 1‘7/@‘@ doctor had prescribed and after he took it, he instructed hjs
(2-7) .. 31 55 825 S5 1355 R oN 025 MINS PN N student to stop so he could get out and breathe some fresh air.

Yom: The Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz z¢’l,
was once honored with Sandek at a bris in Bnei Brak. After
the ceremony, many people swarmed to the shul to get a
beracha, ask a shailah, or glimpse his holy countenance.

The Chazon Ish received each person with a smile,
carefully listening to their requests, patiently deciding and
advising them. Only his close family members and students
were able to discern a slight difference in his mannerisms,
and the fact that he was so pale worried them. When the last
person had finished, the Chazon Ish slowly stood up and
proceeded to the automobile that was to take him home.

As the car began to move, the Chazon Ish asked to go to
the hospital. “But drive slowly,” he said, and the driver who
was one of his students slowed down almost to a crawl. After
they reached a turn in the road, the Chazon Ish said he could
now go faster. The driver handed the Chazon Ish a pill that the

The Chazon Ish felt better and told his student, “That was
a strong heart attack!” Apparently, he had a heart attack on
the way to the bris but didn’t want to cause the baby’s family
anguish by not attending. “So, why did the Rav tell me to
drive slowly when we got into the car?” asked the driver.

The Chazon Ish responded. “Didn’t you see the crowds of
people behind the car? If you’d have gone fast, they would
have gotten hit with the exhaust fumes right in their faces.
How could I mistreat and dishonor another Jew like that?”’
w3 Why did the sons of Yaakov insist that the entire city of
Shechem have a bris milah? Because only a Jew can feel the
pain of others and have such sensitivity. Only a person that
has entered into the covenant with Hashem can treat others
with the correct amount of decency and respect. If the people
of Shechem wish to engage with Yaakov’s family, they will

need to undergo this transformative process in their mindset.
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What is in a name? The Torah tells us that after Yaakov Avinu wrestled with the Guardian Angel of Esav and overcame
him, Hashem changed his name to Yisroel - "55ym DWIN DY DPON DY 0w D" - “For you have fought with (an angel of)
G-d and with men, and you have prevailed.” At a family simcha,  heard R’ Mordechai Friedlander shlit’a deliver a very
important message to the Baal Simcha. He asked, “Why did Hashem change Yaakov’s name to Yisroel from the word 'm»e!
- ‘you fought’; why didn’t He change it from the word "o2y - ‘you prevailed’? Shouldn’t Yaakov be recognized for the fact
that he overcame the ywy 5w v, rather than the fact that he simply fought with him? Many people fight - but only the victors
are remembered for posterity!” He answered that the greatness of Yaakov is that he persevered in the fight! The outcome,
the fact that he won, was irrelevant. Hashem wants us to fight; He will take care of the result. It’s NOT up to us!

In life, we all have our challenges. We all have our own "Wy Y 9" that we need to contend with. Each one of us is
being pulled and pummeled by our yetzer hara from within, or by social pressure from the outside world! The bottom line is
that we need to FIGHT! What the outcome will be is not our concern or in our control - our goal is to persevere!

The Chasam Sofer z#’l writes that the name "oN7" contains the same letters as ™9 wX7" - T have a head. The word "apy>”’
by contrast, refers to the heel. By changing Yaakov’s name to Yisroel, Hashem was, in fact, giving Am Yisroel the ability to
raise themselves up from the lowest point - the heel - to the highest point - the head - and to achieve tremendous spiritual
heights by constantly fighting the evil forces within and without that forever try to pull us down. May we all see our
struggles as opportunities to grow and may we have continued siyata d’shmaya to succeed in this neverending battle!




