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Swnd: Yaakov is referred to as "D9NN 2w DN WX - “A
simple (innocent) man who dwells in the tents.” Yaakov
Avinu represents the complete wholesomeness of a Jew. In
this context, Yaakov is not the great tzaddik who is to
become known as the "maxn n3" - the most sanctified of all

the Patriarchs. Here, Yaakov is a simple Jew who spends
his time in the tents of Torah study. An “Ehrlicher Yid.” A
man who follows in the ways of Torah and devotes himself
to the word of Hashem. This is the type of person who will
recognize greatness, and raise up the banner of Hashem.

A SERIES IN HALACHA -5, ngb
A

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"B919 425 N oM’ - The Greatest Mitzv f All (3)
Laws of Talmud Torah. To understand a Yid’s obligation of
Talmud Torah, we need to analyze the various posukim that
define the aspects of this mitzvah.
Basic Obligation. The posuk states (1): ORI OTIX ORTE'
"onwy - “Learn them and be careful to perform them.” This is
the basic obligation for one to “teach himself” Torah (as per the
wording of the Rambam (2)). Simply this means the entire "’
N9 YAy N ANV 3), as it says later in the posuk @): ON D"
"IN NN 92 TN nwn v - which the Sifri ) says refers to
learning the whole Torah. If one cannot learn the whole Torah
then he should fulfill this posuk by learning as much as he can.
Obligation to Learn Relevant Halachos. From the above-
quoted posuk, we derive another obligation: to learn relevant
halachos in order to be able to fulfill the mirzvos properly. That
is understood from the flow of the posuk. "Driwy> onywy' is said
right after "onT>" as explained in Sifri 6) and Shem Olam (7).
This takes precedence over learning other topics ). Nowadays,
every person has this obligation to know the relevant halachos
by learning and studying them in any language, attending
halacha shiurim, listening to CDs and recordings, etc.
The Constant Obligation. There is an obligation to use what-
ever available time a person has to learn Torah ©). Of course,

" "
TS9O oI,
there are times that are needed for earning a living, each person
according to his circumstances, time to be a spouse, father, etc.
Also, time is needed to live in a healthy manner, exercise, etc.
Nevertheless, when one does have the time, i.e. on Sundays,
vacation days, legal holidays, etc., one should use this time for
Torah study. The source of this obligation is basically from a posuk
in the Torah and another posuk in Tanach. In the Torah it says (10)
"TAP TAOWY TV TrOY T2 Tmava o2 na' - “You should
speak of them while you sit in your home, while you walk on the
way...” Even though to “speak of them” refers to reciting Krias
Shema, it also refers to words of Torah, as we find in the Gemara
an. It also says in Tanach (12) Y2 103 AN 7D NN 190 Wi X"
"2 219N 99 Mwn WD " o - “This book of the Torah shall
not depart from your mouth; rather you should contemplate it
day and night in order that you should observe to do all that is
written in it.” Even though these words were said to Yehoshua
bin Nun specifically, it is a prophecy for every Jew (13).
Word of Caution. Talking Torah all the time has to be done in a
way that is invigorating and enjoyable for the person. If it
becomes stressful and tedious, one must take the advice of the
Tiferes Yisroel in Pirkei Avos (14) to incorporate "nhw VW' -
small excerpts of relaxing talk - into one’s daily conversation, so
that his Torah learning should not become stressful.

soe MW FIWT NV

R’ Yechezkel Sarna zt”’l (R.Y. of Chevron, Daliyos Yechezkel) would say:

290 ¥V (3) 3N DN TdN 5 (2) XD 09927 (1)
(7) P 790 (6) OV (5) 22N> D21 (4) NA N'N'YN
DI YN (9) NP 'Y (8) 'y MPIND Y
YU (12) 109 NHY (11) 30924 (10) W:NDPN
19 HNIY NINON (14) N M2 MODIN (13) NN

“odnN 2v DN WX ApyN - The word ‘Tam’ literally means perfect or complete. This is the goal of every Jew. One

might brush aside his inadvertent sins, saying, ‘It was an accident. I didn’t mean it, so how much can it count?’
However, just as one who breaks his wrist by accident is no longer perfect in a physical sense, one who sins, even
inadvertently, is no longer perfect in a spiritual sense. The mitzvah of '™mnn N’ - to be ‘Tamim’ instructs us that it
is a blemish on one’s soul if he lets his spiritual guard down even to a limited extent.”

R’ Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sedlikov zt”’]l (Degel Machane Ephraim) would say:

“YyHOrm oM APy Hip Hipn' - Our Sages elaborate on this posuk that when the ‘voice’ of Yaakov is heard - when the
Jewish people are studying Torah and learning the mitzvos - then the ‘hands’ of Esav will not affect them. However, this
understanding is exactly the opposite of the literal meaning of the posuk: ‘The voice is the voice of Yaakov, while the
hands are the hands of Esav.” When the voice is the voice of Yaakov, then the hands will be the hands of Esav. In truth,
though, when Klal Yisroel is studying Torah and sitting in the halls of the Beis Medrash, then the gentiles are doing
their work - the work of Esav - for the Jews. Otherwise, the Jews would be forced to go out and do it for themselves!”

A Wise Man would say:
“Eat your food as your medicines. Otherwise you will have to eat your medicines as your food.”
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Rashi writes in the name of the Medrash: “Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korchah said: ‘If a person reaches the age of (the
death of) his parents, he should worry five years beforehand and five years afterwards...””

The following story was recounted by R Moshe Mordechai Shulsinger zt”1, Rav of B.M. Yarchei Kallah in Bnei Brak
and author of Mishmar Halevi. In the summer of 5739 (1979), a well-known Torah scholar passed away in Bnei Brak, and
many people came to his funeral, according him great respect and honor. This man was known for his great diligence in
learning and fear of Heaven. A few days after the Shiva, R* Shulsinger met his son who told him that while they were in the
week of mourning, he and his mother were going through his father’s drawers and found, among other things, a handwritten
note. His mother could not read it but the son managed to make out the words. He told his mother, “Twelve years ago,
father’s third brother died, and father was very worried because all three of his brothers died at a relatively young age. He
sent me to see the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky (zt”l), to ask him for a segula for long life. As the
Steipler was hard of hearing, he wrote his request on a piece of paper which I handed to the Gaon. The Steipler read the
note and said, ‘Tell your father to be very careful to recite the prayers of Yom Kippur Katan every erev Rosh Chodesh.””

The son continued. “When I told this to my mother, she was stunned. ‘Now I understand! Your father never told me, but
I noticed that he was very careful to recite the Yom Kippur Katan tefillos every erev Rosh Chodesh. Even when his health
was failing, he would always go to shul to say Yom Kippur Katan with a minyan.” Her eyes began to well up in tears and
she said, ‘He never missed a month - until last erev Rosh Chodesh Tammuz. We were eating lunch at home and when he
finished eating, he began to say Birchas Hamazon out loud. It was Rosh Chodesh and I noticed that he skipped N2 nby”
and went straight into '©Ywy M2ay. I corrected him and he suddenly paused, appearing stunned and shaken.

““Your father thought for a moment and then said 2 19y with great concentration. When he finished bentching, he
said to me in a worried tone, ‘T’ve completely forgotten that today is Rosh Chodesh. 1 forgot to say Yom Kippur Katan
yesterday, on erev Rosh Chodesh!’ 1 sensed that he was very upset about something. Now I understand. It was the first time
in twelve years that he hadn’t recited the Yom Kippur Katan prayers on erev Rosh Chodesh. That’s why he was so sad.””

The son finished telling R” Shulsinger, “Last month, on the 25th day of Tammuz, my father was summoned to the
Heavenly Yeshivah. The words of the Steipler Gaon came true and my father passed away!”

R’ Moshe Mordechai was curious to understand the power of the Yom Kippur Katan tefillos. He wrote down this entire
story and waited for a suitable moment to ask the Steipler about it. A few months later, he found himself together with the
Steipler one afternoon, and they spoke about a number of Torah topics. Eventually, R* Shulsinger pulled the piece of paper
out of his pocket and handed it to the Gaon. The Steipler read the story and then looked up. “Oy, I hadn’t heard that he
died, and I don’t recall the story of his son coming to me. However there is one thing that I do know: It is a ‘nyvp 727
(well-known) in the Yeshivah world that saying the tefillos of Yom Kippur Katan are effective for annulling evil decrees.
Since he was afraid that a short life had been decreed for him and that he might not live to reach the age of his brothers, I
told his son to be careful in regards to the Yom Kippur Katan prayers, which are known to annul or lessen harsh decrees.”

On another occasion, it is told that in the 1950’s, the Mir Yeshivah in New York was struck by great tragedy, as many
students suddenly died in their youth. The situation was terrible, and no one knew what to do. Finally, a message was
delivered to the Steipler Gaon, by R’ Avraham Wolf z’l, who went to the Lederman Shul in Bnei Brak to see the Gaon. He
handed him the written message which included a request on how to proceed. The Steipler answered that the Yom Kippur
Katan prayers are effective at annulling harsh decrees and the Yeshiva should take it upon themselves to say it. R> Wolf
immediately contacted his friend in the Mir, and as it was close to Rosh Chodesh, they had time to organize a service to recite
the Yom Kippur Katan prayers in the Beis Medrash. Incredibly. from that day on. no more students from the Mir yeshiva died.
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Swn: A well-known philanthropist who was a generous
supporter of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin once came to visit
the yeshivah. He was welcomed cordially by R’ Meir
Shapiro zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah, who gave the man a guided
tour of the entire building. When they came to the main Beis
Medrash, R’ Meir proudly announced, “You see before you
five hundred bachurim completely immersed in their studies.
Thanks to generous people like yourself, they enjoy optimal
conditions and nothing distracts them from learning Torah.”
The wealthy donor shook his head. “Rabbi Shapiro, I’ve

heard it said, that the hundreds of bachurim who study in this
yeshivah are capable of serving as Rabbanim in their own
communities. Where, I ask, will you find five hundred Jewish
communities for the five hundred future Rabbanim you are
cultivating? Could this become a ‘Shtellar Crisis’ someday?”’

R’ Meir smiled. “If truth be told,” he replied, “only five
among the 500 will become Rabbanim. The rest are learning
to become pious, upright men who will know what kind of
Rav they ought to appoint in their community. That’s more
important than cultivating out-of-work rabbis!”
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Rashi quotes Pirkei D’Rav Eliezer that the incident of Yaakov receiving the "nm>2" occurred on Chag HaPesach and the
two goats he brought to his father were used for the Korban Pesach and Korban Chagiga. Although Yitzchok only asked
Esav to bring food that he liked, Rivkah made sure that Yaakov arrived before his brother with the delicious sacrifices that she
prepared. Upon finishing the two korbanos, Yitzchok blessed Yaakov with the beracha of "omwn Yon opOX 9 y™". The
remez is in the word ">vn" and perhaps, for this reason, we “bentch Tal” (500 n272) on the first day of Pesach.

Right after Yaakov walked out, Esav arrived with his food and asked his father for the beracha he was promised. Yitzchok
replied: "7n572 NP» NI PN N2" - “Your brother came with trickery and took your blessing.” Although most people
interpret the word "nn 2" literally to mean “with trickery,” Targum Onkelos and Yonason Ben Uziel both translate "nnna”
as "nnona” - with wisdom. It was the wisdom of Rivkah and Yaakov that enabled him to receive the berachos. What was this
wisdom? Since it was the night of Pesach, and Yaakov brought his father the Korban Pesach, the halacha of 9NN y»0an PN’
"ax Noan should apply. Since Yitzchok already ate the Afikoman, in the form of Yaakov’s food, he was prohibited from
eating Esav’s offering and thus, he could only bentch Yaakov - not Esav! How smart was that? Furthermore, the word "nn7na”
has a gematria of 287, which is exactly the gematria of the word "ym»an". This is pure chochma - chochmas HaTorah.

However, one question still remains: If, as we just said, Yitzchok could not bless Esav since he had already finished eating,
why do we find that he did bless him afterwards - ".. 72 71> WD MWN MN” - even without the food? My machshava here is
that Esav began to cry - "727 Y7 wy X" - and Yitzchok Avinu could not look away from his child’s pain. This is a lesson to
each and every one of us: we must remember that when our child cries, we must feel his pain and answer him - no matter what!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH

greatness - "¢NN DT - of Yitzchok was that he persevered

(2-13). DFPY FIND NI IS NIDM NI POND POst P
uch has been discussed regarding the mxa (wells) that
Yitzchok and his servants dug, and what they represent on
numerous levels of Niglah and Nistar. Far less is made from
the fields that Yitzchok planted and the success he found in
one single year, as the posuk tells us: “Yitzchok sowed in that
land, and he found in that year a hundred fold, and Hashem
blessed him.” Rashi comments here: “In that land, in that
year: Why both of them? To tell us that the land was hard

and the year was a hard one.” What is Rashi referring to?

R’ Yisroel Dovid Schlesinger shlit’a teaches us an
important lesson in life from here. The nature of a person is
that when he finds obstacles in his path to success, he tends
to get discouraged and look for a way out. As the expression
goes: “When the going gets tough, the tough get going!”

in the face of great adversity and refused to let any obstacle
get in his way. Thus, even though it was a “hard land”
Yitzchok continued to plant; even though it was a “hard year”
Yitzchok did not call it quits! He was wealthy, he had flocks
of animals to care for, wells to dig - he could have taken his
business pursuits elsewhere; Yitzchok was a man who stared
adversity in the face - and overcame it! As a result, Hashem
rewarded him one-hundred-fold - he was truly blessed!
Chazal teach us: “There is no tradecraft (MmIN) that
doesn’t have (the potential) for poverty and wealth, for
neither poverty nor wealth is due to the craft, but all depends
on one’s merit.” We must take this lesson from our Patriarch
Yitzchok to never give up in the face of tribulation, and the
more we persevere in “hard times” the greater our reward will
be in the long run! Hashem holds the key to our livelihood -

Yitzchok Avinu was anything of the sort. In fact, part of the we need to make the effort (m>Tnwn) and He will do the rest!
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Yitzchok and Rivka gave birth to twins - twins who were far from identical - in fact they were polar opposites! Esav earned
his name because he was born physically complete. He was a finished product, with lots of hair and a mouth full of teeth! But
he was named “Esav” because this was his very essence. His entire mentality and belief was that he was “done.” There was
nothing he needed to fix or change. He was perfect in his own eyes and did not need improvement. Yaakov, on the other hand,
was thus named because he grabbed the heel of Esav. His name reveals much more about him than a physical heel (apy) - it
completely sums up the personality of Yaakov Avinu, the humble servant of Hashem. He felt unworthy of the kindness Hashem
bestowed upon him. Although he had a very difficult life, he focused on the positive, utilizing every opportunity for growth.

R’ Avigdor Miller zt”1 explains that there are two roads that one can travel on in life. One is the “Highway”” and one is the
“Thruway.” One is the "n2)05 w D)" approach and one is the "may> m 0)" mentality. Yaakov Avinu , with his middah of "apy", the
trait of humility, traveled through life on the “Highway!” He rose to a high level of spirituality because he made himself small,
he chose to be a self-made man, and used every situation in his life to make himself greater. His ability to see the good - “GAM
ZUL’TOVAH” - rather than expect or demand that things work out “his” way, was truly his ticket to greatness. Esav, on the
other hand, lived with the attitude of “GAM ZE YAAVOR” - let’s just get this over with! He wasn’t interested in growing since
he believed he was “done” - complete! He wanted to get “thru” life - he even sold his eternal inheritance since he was hungry
RIGHT NOW! His arrogance was his downfall. Let us all learn that humility is really the only way to go on the journey of life.




