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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (100)
Kavod Hatorah: Honoring the Torah. Introduction. A very
important part of our series on Talmud Torah is the topic of
honoring Talmidei Chachamim - Torah scholars - in general, and
the special acts of honor one does for his Rebbeim and his “Rebbi
Muvhak” - primary Rebbi. (Sometimes even their relatives must
be honored.) This includes halachos of how a Talmid Chacham
should act to foster the proper honor of his stature (and thereby
for the Torah), as well as the strict prohibition of shaming or
ridiculing a certain Talmid Chacham or Talmidei Chachamim in
general. (The term Talmid Chacham also needs to be defined). It
branches out to the proper honor one must give to a Sefer Torah
and to other seforim, and to areas set aside for Torah learning.
Honoring a Talmid Chacham. This mitzvah includes loving,
fearing, serving, supporting and cleaving to a Talmid Chacham.
Reasons for the Mitzvah. Rabbeinu Yonah () offers several
reasons for the importance of this mirzvah.

1) When Talmidei Chachamim are honored, it brings about a
situation where their words are respected and followed. This,
of course, brings proper Torah guidance to Klal Yisroel in all
areas of Halacha and Hashkafa.

2) When people see Kavod HaTorah, they themselves are
motivated to learn more Torah and imitate those who are
receiving the proper respect.

3) Stressing the importance of Torah brings out a Kiddush
Hashem by showing people that serving Hashem combined
with Torah study, are the main things in life.

Sources for the Mitzvah.

1) "t 29 191 0PN N M9N" - You should rise in respect
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for an aged (venerable) person and honor the presence of a
“zaken” - an elderly individual (2. The Gemara 3) explains
that the word """ is a compound of the term, "NoNMPY " -
this is one who has acquired Torah wisdom.

2) "N PPON N IN - You must fear Hashem your G-d @), and
the Gemara in Pesachim () says that the word “Es” was
specifically written to include Talmidei Chachamim. Even
though this posuk refers to fear (Yirah), it automatically
includes honor (Kavod) as well, because one who fears a
Talmid Chacham will surely honor Him, as explained in the
Rif (R’ Yeshaya Pinto z£’]) in Bava Kama ©). The SMAK
@ expands on this and says that the same holds true with the
posuk, ".. PPON N NN MANNY' @®) - and therefore, one is
required to love Talmidei Chachamim.
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“Give Me the Good Qil” - Menachos daf 85b
Although Koheles tells us that a good name is better than good oil, in|
the olden days if one wished to purchase oil, where did he go? The
Gemara tells us that he went to a city called Tekoa. The people there
were known for making the best quality oil. The Meforshim add tha
this city was in the portion of Shevet Asher and due to the blessing o
Yaakov Avinu, "ox yawa 5oy, they had an abundance of oil.

The Meiri (x> maw) writes that when the Chashmonaim needed oil for
the Menorah in the Bais HaMikdash, during the Chanukah story, they}
sent people to bring oil from Tekoa. It is a four-day journey from
Jerusalem to Tekoa. That's eight days round-trip! Now we understand,
says the Meiri, why the special flask of oil they found had to last for
eight days - hence Chanukah is eight days long - in order to travelf

round trip to Tekoa to get pure and quality olive oil! Quite iluminating!
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R’ Gedalia Schorr z¢£”’l (Ohr Gedalyahu) would say:

“1 72 X2 MY - The Medrash says that the moment Eliezer was greeted with the words “blessed one of Hashem”
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his nature changed; he left behind his cursed state and was now blessed. His selfless efforts for Yitzchok were what took
him out of the category of "W N’ and made him '712'. We see that if a Canaanite like Eliezer can become 1712’ , so can we.
If Eliezer’s persistence led to such success in ridding himself of a bad middah, we surely can improve ourselves if we put
in a determined effort. Eliezer teaches us that even the most ingrained middah, even one that seems genetically impossible
to uproot, can in fact be uprooted if one is persistent. Eliezer undertook a mission that demanded utter subjugation of his
trait of selfishness, and at the moment he completed his mission, the trait of "m' left him. That is the message: no matter
how hard it gets, don’t give up, because the most difficult moments may be the ones where a breakthrough is right at hand.”

R’ Eliezer Lipa Weissblum z¢”’l (Yalkut HaDrush) would say:

‘N IWN DNIAR N DY Y NONY - Avraham was supposed to live 180 years, as his son Yitzchok did. However, his
grandson Esav was not behaving properly, and Hashem knew that Avraham would have much aggravation from seeing his
grandson’s behavior. Thus, He shortened Avraham’s life by five years. Hence, the Torah writes the words, "N TN’ -

‘which he lived,” to emphasize that these were the years he lived and not his full allocated lifespan.” MazelTovto the
) o ) Ebstein&Feldberger
A Wise Man would say: “Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink a great ship.” Familiesonthe
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In the days between the First and Second World War, it was not uncommon for people to do “long distance’ shidduchim -
a girl from one town or country was proposed to a boy from a another town or country far away, and due to the difficulty of
travel in those days, the two families would agree in principle to the match. Later, before the wedding, the chosson and kallah
- and their families - would meet for the first time and if all went well, the wedding would go on as scheduled.

The renowned Av Beis Din of the Eida Hachareidis in Jerusalem and author of Minchas Yitzchok, R’ Yitzchok Yaakov
Weiss z¢t”’l, married his first wife this way. He used to relate an inspirational story about himself: The First World War left in
its wake much misery and destruction. People were displaced and rampaging soldiers added to the pain and distress.

In 1922, when Yitzchok Yaakov turned twenty, he received an order to report for military service. His family moved
heaven and earth to obtain a deferment but in lieu of an outright release, the young masmid went into hiding, studying in the
Munkatch Yeshivah for the next six years. He grew tremendously in Torah. Thankfully, as the years went by and it appeared
that the authorities had forgotten about his existence, his parents finally deemed it safe for him to get married.

In 1928, a shidduch (prospective match) was suggested for him. The shadchan spoke so wonderfully about the girl and her
family, the Zimetboim family from Grosswardein. However, they lived in far-away Hungary, and Yitzchak Yaakov and his
parents were unable to travel there, so they sent a shaliach (messenger) to look into the girl and find out about her family, in
order to determine whether she was a fitting match for their son. A few weeks later, the man returned and reported that it was
indeed a fine match. Based on the shadchan and the shaliach’s words, Yitzchak Yaakov’s parents agreed to the match and
by way of a letter, the young man became engaged without his parents or anyone in his family having met the kallah.

Preparations took time and as the wedding date came closer, the chosson and his family traveled to the kallah’s city for the
upcoming wedding. However, when they arrived and his mother met the kallah, her future daughter-in-law for the first time,
she realized that the girl had a serious physical handicap. She was quite disappointed and immediately wanted to call off the
shidduch. Halachically, she was correct, as the shadchan had not been honest with them about the girl and her handicap
which had the potential to become something serious, and she felt they were tricked into this shidduch.

Turning to her son, she said, “Yitzchok Yaakov, this girl is not for you. Let us go back home and leave this shidduch. We
were given inaccurate information and I do not want you to have to marry a girl who is physically handicapped.”

Her son, who was later to become one of the Gedolei HaPoskim of our generation, asked his mother to pause. He thought
about it, he told her, but even though he surely has a right to cancel the shidduch halachically, he felt that he could not do so.
How could he shame and embarrass this young kallah who has been preparing all this time for her wedding? Now, just a few
days before her big day he should call it off? How can he do this to her? It would destroy her, and after all, it wasn’t her fault!

Against his mother’s objection, R’ Yitzchok Yaakov remained in Grosswardein and married the Zimetboim girl.

One year later, Hashem blessed him with his one and only son, Beirish, from whom he saw much nachas and many more
generations of grandchildren and great grandchildren. Unfortunately, the Holocaust ravaged the whole of Eastern European
Jewry and although R’ Yitzchok Yaakov and Beirish managed to escape, his wife was killed, al kiddush Hashem.

After the war, Dayan Weiss married two more times; once to the daughter of the Vassloi Rav z¢#’l and the second time to
the daughter of the Imrei Chaim of Vishnitz. However, in both of these marriages he had no children. And he knew why.

A few years after his first marriage, the Minchas Yitzchok went to a doctor who examined him and said that it is not
physically possible for him to have children. According to the laws of nature, he should have been childless! And yet, said R’
Yitzchok Yaakov, it was clear to him, beyond a doubt, that he had a child from his first wife only in the zechus that he did not
embarrass her and call off the wedding. Hashem repayed him supernaturally for the consideration of his kallah s feelings!
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The great Rabbeinu Sadya Gaon zt”I was once in a
town, where a member of the community recognized that he
was not just an ordinary person, but rather a real Talmud
Chacham. He invited him into his home and treated him with
tremendous respect. During their conversation, the host
discovered the true identity of his illustrious guest, and
immediately fell to the ground begging for forgiveness.

Rabbeinu Sadya could not understand. He had been
treated with great respect. Why was there a need to ask for
forgiveness? His host responded that yes, he had treated him
with respect, but had he known that his guest was the great

Rabbeinu Sadya Gaon, he would have treated him with even
more respect. Rabbeinu Sadya learned from this that with
each passing day, a person expands his spiritual growth, thus
each day he must do Teshuva for the fact that the previous
day’s actions were not on the same level as the present day’s.
The Zohar writes that Avraham Avinu in the Parsha and
Dovid Hamelech in the Haftorah were men who had “come
to their days.” Since a Tzaddik never feels content with his
spiritual achievements and is always striving for more, one
would think that they both left the world with an unfinished
agenda. The Torah tells us "o N1" - they both “came to
their days,” alluding to the fact that both Avraham and Dovid
were true Tzaddikim who had completed their purpose in life.
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The Nesivos Shalom analyzes the words we say in “Hashkiveinu”: "» NN MAoN Jov 0" - “Remove the Satan from
before and from behind us.” The “before us” we can understand. There are instances where the Satan stands in our way as we
are trying to do a mitzvah. The Medrash cites numerous obstacles the Satan set up to block Avraham Avinu on his way to the
Akeidah. But what is “from behind us” mean? It refers to, says the Slonimer Rebbe zt”’l, after we’ve completed the mirzvah.
There are times when we do a mitzvah or pass a nisayon (spiritual challenge) and things don’t work out exactly the way we
thought they would. It is then that the evil Satan tries to make us regret our righteous actions. This is “from behind us.”

Our Parsha begins with an example of this understanding of "wnNn". Avraham Avinu returned from the Akeidah to find
out his beloved wife Sarah had passed away. It was the news of her son Yitzchak being sacrificed on the Akeidah that caused
her to die. The Satan wanted Avraham Avinu to regret his actions; passing the greatest test of all time, the Akeidah, in whose
merit our tefillos during the Yamim Noraim are based, and for which his descendants still reap reward to this day. The Torah,
however, stresses that “these were the years of Sarah’s life” to teach us that regardless of whether there was an Akeidah or
not, Sarah was destined to die at that time. As a result, Avraham Avinu never did regret his actions because he knew he hadn’t
caused his wife’s death. Furthermore, when he mourned over his wife, the Torah writes "nn3312Y" (he cried for her) with a small
"9" to teach us that he didn’t experience remorse or regret and did not perceive the Akeidah as being the cause of her death.

I want to add to this and explain why only the letter “kaf” was written small. As we know, the letter “kaf” represents the
"y " - the “kaf” that is used to compare. (Such as "y yumId W' and "wawd ). The Torah is telling us here that with the

passing of Sarah Imeinu, there was no other living person to compare her to, and thus the Torah wrote a small kaf hadimyon.
|
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Ywm: Modest dress and refined clothing was of particular
importance to the Belzer Rebbe, R* Shalom Rokeach z¢”’l.
He would constantly exhort his followers to dress in a
manner appropriate for a ben or bas Yisroel. In fact, when a
chasid of his would become engaged, he would insist that
they write into the “T’naim” that the kallah’s clothing and
manner of dress must be in accordance with the standards of
1znius, as per the righteous Chassidim of yesteryear.

The Sar Shalom explained that this idea is not new; it is
actually from the parsha, when Eliezer brought “gold, silver
and clothing and gave it to Rivkah.” Why did Eliezer bring
clothing? Did he think that Rivkah would not have what to
wear? Would the family of Nachor not send their daughter off
with respectable attire, as befitting their wealthy standards?

The answer, explained the Rebbe, is that Avraham Avinu
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

thought of everything when he sent his servant to find a wife
for Yitzchok. He knew that Rivkah would have clothing,
probably even beautiful clothing, but he also knew that it
would not be the couture that is appropriate and up to the
tznius standards of Avraham. Thus, he made sure that Eliezer
bring her the proper attire so that when she enters into the
family of Avraham, she will dress according to his standards.
%ema: How often do we wear new and beautiful clothing but
we don’t focus on the modesty level? How many times do we
act and behave in a fun and joyful manner, but do not realize
that perhaps we are not in accordance with fznius? The
lessons that Avraham Avinu taught so many years ago still
apply till this very day. It is something we must be cognizant
of at all times. “You are what you wear” is an expression that
is rooted in truth, for indeed, people look at you and see from
the manner in which you dress and behave, how you really
think inside. Tznius is not a style - it is a way of life!
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The Torah uses numerous words to describe the years of Sara Imeinu. Rashi explains the reason is because all of her
days and years were EQUALLY GOOD! How can that be? Does that mean that the day she was kidnapped by Pharaoh or
by Avimelech, was equally as good as the day she gave birth to Yitzchok? Is that possible? The answer is yes. In the eyes
of Sarah they were all good because Sarah lived with Hashem and everything Hashem does is GOOD! The reason why we
have BAD days and experiences in life is because we don’t understand the definition of GOOD and BAD. We define good
as comfortable, enjoyable, what makes ME feel happy. We define bad as uncomfortable, unenjoyable, what makes ME not
feel happy! The problem is that these definitions are completely wrong and it throws off our entire perception of life.

R’ Yitzchok Kirzner z¢”’l explains that the definition of GOOD is anything that brings me closer to my goal and purpose
in life - which is to come closer to Hashem at all times. It may not be comfortable or enjoyable but often the hard things we
go through are the BEST things that could have happened to us, because they bring us closer to our goal! When someone
says they had a BAD day, that might be the farthest thing from the truth. Perhaps they had a frustrating, difficult, painful or
challenging day, but it was certainly not BAD! Often the days we call GOOD, days that are filled with leisure, fun, physical
pleasure or honor, are really not so good after all. In fact, they are bad for us because they remove us from the purpose of
our lives. Sara Imeinu lived with Hashem. Her entire existence revolved around kirvas Hashem. She knew that everything
Hashem does is good , so whether it was comfortable or enjoyable for her or not, it really didn’t matter, it was all GOOD!
Every day was EQUALLY GOOD because Sarah truly understood the definition of GOOD and her true purpose in life!




