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A SERIES I'N HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY
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Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont. more hours as a “second rate” Shemona Esrai. Does one say

Proper Tefillah Time for Ladies. Last week we explained
that the proper time for the moring Shemona Esrai is to
finish it within the first 1/3 of the day. If that wasn’t done,
even due to negligence, it canbe said till the halachic midday
which is the midpoint between sunrise and sunset. Ladies,
including mothers who are technically exempt because of
their busy schedule taking care of children, must also adhere
to these time limitations when and if they daven q).

Proper Time for Chazoras Hashatz. Just as the private
quiet Shemona Esrai must be finished in time, so too, must
the loud repetition (Chazoras Hashatz) be finished within
the proper time (2. Yet, many congregations are lenient on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to let Chazoras Hashatz
go past the first third of the day and finish by midday. They
do have upon whom to rely 3).

Proper Time for Berachos of Shema. The berachos of
Krias Shema are close in Halachah to the above, in that they
must also be said in the first third of the day. The difference
between them is when one missed that time. Only if an
"ONN" (circumstances beyond one’s control) caused him to
miss the proper time, can one still say them till midday .
Proper Time for Pesukei D’zimra. We can now pose the
following question: One who missed the correct time for
Tefillah because of some degree of negligence cannot say
the berachos of Shema but can say Shemona Esrai for two
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the Pesukei D’zimra (which is a preparation for Shemona
Esrai’) with it’s introductory beracha (7w Ty12) and after
beracha (nanw») onthis “second rate” Tefillah? The majority
of poskim rule that one must say it with these berachos ().
Short Summary for One Who Overslept. If one missed
the first 1/4 of the day for Shema he should still say the whole
davening, making sure to finish Shemona Esrai within the
first third of day. If he’s later than the first 1/3, he should say
the morning berachos, Pesukei D’zimra with it’s berachos,
skipthe berachos of Shema (unless he can honestly determine
that it happened due to circumstances beyond his control),
say Shema (to accept the yolk of Heaven, even though he
isn’t fulfilling the mitzvah of Krias Shema), have in mind to
fulfill the mitzvah of mentioning Yetzias Mitzraim, and skip
to Shemona Esrai finishing it before halachic midday. The
rest of Shachris (... W) can be said the whole day.

Special Circumstances. If one is having an ongoing
problem with a teenager getting up for davening he should
ask advice from an experienced Yeshivah Rebbi or
Mashgiach how to proceed both in the halachic area of what
to do at a late hour, and in dealing with the basic issue.

WBEXLY CHIZUK & 638
In the following weeks we read and learn about the building
of the Mishkan. The details of this temporary structure are
eternal lessons of how each person can make his own table
and house a true Mishkan to house the Shechina. The mitzvos
and chessed, love and respect, can make the sections of one’s
home true replicas of these parts ofthe Mishkan.
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R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntzitz ZT”L (Kli Yakar) would say:

“The positioning of the Cheruvim on top of the Aron teaches us how a Torah observant Jew must behave
at all times. He must be among those who are ‘spreading out their wings upward’ always mindful of the
mitzvos DpPNY DTN Y2 - Between Hashem and man. At the same time, he must ensure ‘their faces face one
another,’ that he is considerate and careful in mitzvos y»anY OIX Y2 - Between man and his fellow man.”

R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”’L (Darash Moshe) would say:
“In order to keep the curtains of the mishkan from flapping in the wind, they were secured by ropes tied to
copper pegs. Similarly, a person must see to it that he, too, doesn’t ‘flap in the wind.” He shouldn’t be

buffeted by the different influences, winds of society.

He must be ‘secured’ - grounded by his own weight,

his own convictions and not the convictions of someone else. The man, like a peg, needs to exert his own
weight while at the same time be properly secured to the ground.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Mistakes are the byproduct of action - and thus, an accurate gauge of effort.”
SPECIAL MAZEL TOY TO MR & MRS CHAIM MANDEL ON THE BIRTH OF & BABY BOY.
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6,000 worshippers, and the huge Aron Kodesh contains more than 100 Sifrei Torah. Nine chandeliers in the
main hall each contain over 200,000 pieces of Czech crystal. Its regal beauty is breathtaking.

An interesting anecdote is recorded involving the construction of the original synagogue of the Sar Sholom. A
local gentile landowner (poritz) decided that it was not fitting for a Jewish house of worship to have such
prominence. He decided to build a large, imposing church directly opposite their synagogue. He had the plans
drawn up and when he was sure that his building would dwarf the Jewish structure, he began construction. In his
hatred of Jews, he even sent a message to the Belzer Rebbe: “Remember, I am the most powerful noble in Belz,
comparable to Haman.” To that message, R’ Sholom replied, “And may your end be the same as his.” On
another occasion, R’ Sholom told the nobleman, “With G-d’s help, your building will never be finished.”

As the Beis Medrash neared completion, the nobleman saw that it would indeed tower over every other
structure in the vicinity, including his church. He gave orders that a high steeple be constructed on the roof of
the church, and so the building “competition” continued from day to day.

The conflict escalated to the point that the young son of the nobleman accosted the Rebbe on the street and
stuck a piece of pork in the tzaddik’s face demanding, “Eat this, Jew!” No sooner had the words left his mouth
than the boy began shaking uncontrollably. Instantly, he fell to the ground and in a matter of minutes was no
longer alive. After that, the landlord was the implacable enemy of the Belzer Rebbe.

Not long before both buildings were to be completed, it was revealed that the land on which the nobleman was
spitefully constructing his church did not actually belong to him. In fact, it belonged to a family who had been
contending in superior court for the property rights for quite some time. Eventually, the court ordered that the
land be put up for public sale. The nobleman was furious, and he made it known that nothing would prevent him
from killing any Jew who dared to bid on the property.

R’ Sholom, however, was not deterred. He lost no time contacting a certain wealthy doctor in Vienna who was
an ardent supporter. He requested that the doctor come to Belz for this special auction and purchase the land for
whatever sum was necessary. And this the doctor did. The nobleman was infuriated, yet over the following
months, he could do nothing but watch as not one but two handsome buildings were completed at the behest of
the Belzer Rebbe, who converted and included the original church structure into the Belzer complex.

As the legend goes, the nobleman did not suffer his indignity for too long. Early one fine spring day, the
nobleman decided to take his favorite horse out for a brisk trot. Suddenly, the trail narrowed sharply and another
rider appeared before him; it was the count of another neighboring town, someone he had never held in much
regard. “Move aside!” he ordered. But the other nobleman took great offense.

“I will not move aside, Sir,” the count bellowed. An argument quickly flared up and the count withdrew a
pistol from his coat. Within minutes the arrogant and wicked landowner from Belz was shot dead.
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W_?.‘J: There was once a man who thought he was a what are you doing?” The imposter looked smug.
rooster. He would roam around the yard pecking at the “You call yourself a rooster? Your voice is soft and
ground, flapping his arms, and announcing the rising weak and frankly an embarrassment to our race. What
sun from the top of the barnhouse with a loud you need is to eat three square meals and a solid eight
“cuckadoodledo”! His family was concerned that he hours of sleep per night, so you can be strong like me.”
wasn’t eating or sleeping like a human and his health ~ The “rooster” hesitated. “But if I eat and sleep like a
was deteriorating. A friend told themhe’d take care of it.  human, in what way would I be a rooster?”

Early the next morning, the “rooster” climbed to the The guest winked. “It used to be that a rooster was a
top of the barn, only to find a man perched in his rooster. But today, all you need is a loud voice!”
customary spot. Before the “rooster” could begin his 7€#3: Iremember, said R’ Dovid’l of Kshanov ZT”L
morning sound off, though, the other let loose with a when a person used to daven and serve Hashem with
thunderous version of “cuckadoodledo” which made real meaning - y725 ¥>mn. But today, its just an act. All
the first one’s cry look sickly. He called out, “Hey, one really needs is a loud voice and a good cry!
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Rashi interprets the words "% wa7" - “Donation of
the heart” to mean "0 27" - “good will.” A wealthy
man once came to R’ Shloime of Radomsk ZT”L,
and wished to give a “pidyon” (redemption) together
with a large sum of money. The man was a known
miser and the Rebbe refused the money. The man left.

When asked later why he refused, the Rebbe replied,
“If you would have seen how glad he was to take back
the money, you would know why I didn’t accept it!”

This "2a5n M2 - “generosity of the heart” is not
exclusive to Jews. Anyone, even gentiles, can be
moved to donate to charitable causes. A very famous
residentof Memphis, Tennessee, grew upas achild in an
apartment beneath a Jewish rabbi. He would often visit
their house on Saturday in order to turn on lights and do
thingsthey weren’t allowedto do.He carried a yarmulke
in his pocket and was fascinated by Jewish music.

Years later, the Memphis Jewish Welfare sent a
delegation to this now famous singer to ask if he could
contribute to their cause. He was known to donate to a
number of Memphis charities including the Memphis
Hebrew Academy, and they thought perhaps they
could get something, too. They explained what they
do, taking care of poor Jews and orphans. The man
excused himself for a minute. When he came back, he
handed the delegation a check. They didn't know what
to expect. They thought $1,000 would be nice. When
they looked at the check, it was for $150,000, the
equivalent of more than one million dollars today!

“You must have made a mistake,” they said to him.
But he just smiled. “I didn’t make a mistake. I want to
do this.” Later on, he also donated a room to the old
Memphis Jewish Community Center.

The gemara (-1 8oV) teaches: “When the heathens
entered the Temple to destroy it, they saw the cheruvim
in embrace.” This concept seems to be questionable.
The “embrace of the cheruvim,” is an expression of
Hashem’s closeness and love for Klal Yisroel. How is
it possible that at the very moment of severe
punishment and destruction, the cheruvim would be in
embrace? The Maharsh’”’a, R’ Shmuel Eidels ZT’L,
suggests that it is because Bnei Yisroel was being so
severely punished that there had to be this
manifestation of utter closeness and love. It is a
testament to the pure and total righteousness of the
Ribono Shel Olam that when He metes out Divine
justice through punishment, He is first and foremost
filled with compassion and love for the person being
punished. Therefore, only at the moment when the
cheruvim were locked in an embrace of love, could the
Almighty decree the destruction of the Bais
Hamikdosh and Bnei Yisroel’s subsequent exile.

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz ZT”L adds his own
revealing comments to the words of the Maharsh”a:
Chazal tell us: "©ONY NNX G ONY XD " - “Just as
He is compassionate, so too you must be merciful.”
(:30p mw) The Jewish People are enjoined to follow in
the ways of the Almighty and attempt to treat our
fellow brethren the way Hashem treats us. We should
therefore bear in mind that even in instances when we
must punish someone, we should not do so out of hate
or spite, but rather out of love and closeness that
resembles the embrace of the cheruvim. When we have
reached the level where another Jew is as close to us as
an only child, only then are we permitted to mete out
punishment for any misdeeds on his part.
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In 1843, one of the largest and most imposing synagogues of that era was completed and dedicated by the
holy Belzer Rebbe, R’ Sholom Rokeach ZT”L (Sar Sholom). A great Torah scholar and tzaddik, R’ Sholom
personally helped build the city’s large and imposing synagogue. The building resembled an ancient fortress,
with three-foot thick walls, a castellated roof and battlements adorned with gilded copper balls. It could seat
5,000 chassidim and had superb acoustics. It stood until the Nazis invaded Belz in late 1939 and although the
Germans attempted to destroy it, first by fire and then by dynamite, they were unsuccessful. Finally, they
conscripted Jewish men to take the building apart, brick by brick. Today, like the original synagogue of Belz
which took 15 years to complete, the new Beis Medrash HaGadol ("Great Synagogue") that dominates the
northern Jerusalem skyline also took 15 years to construct and was dedicated in 2000. Its main sanctuary seats




