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missed a day, which soon brought him closer to religious
observance and today he is a full-fledged religious Jew!

Mz The purpose of the mitzvah of Hakhel is to bring all
Jews together to hear and to learn about Hashem and how to
properly serve Him. A byproduct of this gathering is that

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (24)
Rosh Hashana. Since this is the day when the world and all
people are judged for parnassa - among many other things - it is
obviously an important day to do all that we can to merit good
pamassa. The first and most obvious thing to do is to locate - in
the fefillos of Rosh Hashana - where this topic is mentioned.
However, it is important to remember the words of the Sefer
Chasidim that have been mentioned in this column many times
previously, that one should not ignore other parts of davening
and not put effort into them. He writes that in Heaven, it is
looked down upon when one only puts effort into the parts of
davening that help his wallet. What one should do is to use this
as a “spring-board” to recognize the seriousness of the day and

concentrate on all the topics in the tefillos.

Special Places of Tefilla Where Parnassa is Mentioned:

1) In the added portion of the last beracha of Shemona
Esrai (M0 noma o151 0N 1901).

2) In the prayer of "w55n WaN' when we beseech Hashem with
the request: "n%2551ND9 7902 1IN

3) The ninth beracha of Shemona Esrai (during Aseres Yimai
Teshuvah) which is said all year, but has special significance
in these critical days, as do all the requests of Shemona Esrai.
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by doing so, Jews of all stripes - no matter what level of
observance they maintain - can stand together and be as one.
This will undoubtedly bring each and every one closer to his
Father in Heaven - ©nwaw wax - which will elevate our
status as a nation, and bring the world to true Yiras Hashem.

N7 1‘792 Y3 790 IR
Dunit 1) 3’177 LRI NI 2T 29
Additional Customs That Can Bring Good Parnassa.

1) Sefer Taamei HaMinhagim (1) brings a widespread custom
to buy a new knife on Erev Rosh Hashana as a segula for
good parnassa (some mention to also sharpen that knife).
Earlier, ) he explains the possible connection between a knife
and parnassa (N 235 ©N "N’ N"pnw ov py). From what is
written there, there may be an indication that a smooth knife
is better than a serrated-edged knife.

2) The Mateh Ephraim brings from the Mekubel Rav Chaim
Vital ZT”’L that saying Tehillim chapter 24 ("W 1) on
both nights of Rosh Hashana and on Yom Kippur night, with
full concentration and with a sweet niggun (tune), is a big
merit for a year of good parnassa. He mentions to say it after
Shemona Esrai before the following Kaddish. Many Nusach
Sefard shuls say it posuk by posuk, first the Chazan and then
the rzibbur, with the Aron Kodesh open. Even if one davens
in a shul where it is not said, he can say it to himself quietly.

3) It is obvious that on Rosh Hashana, when a person’s deeds
are magnified, the things we mentioned in previous issues
about washing for bread with extra amounts of water,
bentching correctly, not stepping on bread crumbs, etc., have
a greater effect than during the rest of the year.
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R’ Shloime Hakohen Rabinowitz ZT”L of Radomsk (Tiferes Shloime) would say:

“The parsha of Teshuvah continually reiterates over and over again a person’s need to “return” (nawm ,23wN ,aw)
to repentance, because before a person does Teshuvah and really tries to improve himself, he is unaware of many
things he does wrong. He is far away from the Almighty and is drowning in transgressions. However, after he returns
to the Almighty, he is elevated and suddenly he realizes that he has done many improper things without paying
attention to them. Now, as a result of his present awareness, he realizes his need to repent once more. But this time
he will do so with greater depth, including many things he had previously overlooked.”

R’ Yisroel Hopstein ZT”’L (Kozhnitzer Maggid) would say:

“A person’s life ends the moment he has fulfilled his purpose - his tafkid - on this earth. In my case, Hashem has
given me lengthy days because the very second that I complete one task and I feel my end is near, I immediately
throw myself into a brand new task, which gives my life new purpose. Now that I am once again serving Hashem
with real meaning and purpose, He cannot possibly remove me from this world!”

A Wise Man would say:
“When tempted to fight fire with fire, r
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In 1889, at the onset of R’ Yaakov Yosef Joseph ZT”L’s tenure as Chief Rabbi of New York, the Eastern European
Jewish community of the Lower East Side was dominated by Litvaks (Lithuanians). The Chief Rabbi was from Lithuania
as were most of the newly appointed dayanim (judges). To counteract this, Jews of Galician and Hungarian descent formed
Congregation Sons of Israel and appointed the Sherpser Rov, R’ Yehoshua Siegel ZT’L, as “Chief Rabbi of New York
City” creating two rival Kehillos, with each side having its own Chief Rabbi and Kashrus supervision. The rivalry was fierce
at times, and in the end, both kehillos did not fare well. R’ Yaakov Yosef died eleven years later, a broken and sick man, while
R’ Yehoshua lost touch with his children, who totally assimilated into American society and moved away from New York.

Rabbi Irving Goodman is the current rabbi of the famed Ohavei Shalom Synagogue in Woodridge, N.Y ., and principal
of the Hebrew Day School of Sullivan County. He relates an amazing story: Many years ago, he received a phone call
from two families in Milford, Pa, who were interested in sending their children to the Hebrew Day School. They were not
orthodox Jews and the request was strange and certainly out of the blue, but Rabbi Goodman felt he couldn’t turn them
away, and so the little Greenwald and Siegel boys entered pre-school. Thankfully, their parents were wealthy - Siegel was
a lawyer, Greenwald was an accountant - and they paid their way. In an effort to raise a little more money for the school,
Rabbi Goodman decided to approach the Siegel grandfather, a man named Sidney Krauwitz, who was a leading attorney
in Milford, to ask him for a generous donation for the school. Mr. Krauwitz was pleased that his grandson was learning
about Judaism and decided to do even better. Rather than give a one-time donation, he placed the school on his office
payroll and the Hebrew Day School received a monthly stipend of $100, which was a tremendous help to the school.

Only two short years later, however, the Siegel and Greenwald families picked up and moved to Atlanta, Ga. The
children, of course, left the Hebrew Day School, but not before imbibing a taste and spark of yiddishkeit during those two
years. While in Atlanta, the two families managed to associate a bit with the Jewish community, thereby preserving their
Jewishness to a very small degree, although they never did commit to becoming observant, religious Jews.

From there, says Rabbi Goodman, the trail turned cold, and he never did hear from the families or the boys after that. He
simply had no idea what became of them. On the bright side, since the school was already on the payroll of the wealthy
Mr. Krauwitz, he never took them off and they continued to receive the monthly stipend indefinitely.

Approximately eight years ago, Rabbi Goodman opened up an upstate newspaper which catered to rural areas of New
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and read about the death of renowned attorney Sidney Krauwitz of Milford, Pa, in
the obituary column. This saddened him as Mr. Krauwitz had always been a great benefactor of the Hebrew Day School.
He decided that it was incumbent upon him to attend the funeral being held the next day in Milford.

He arrived at the funeral parlor the next day, and since he knew no one nor did anyone know him, he took a seat in the back
of the chapel and listened to the eulogies. A number of family members and business partners spoke about the generosity and
loyalty of Mr. Krauwitz and what a good guy he was. Standard fair, and Rabbi Goodman was preparing to leave, when
suddenly a grandson of Mr. Krauwitz was called upon to deliver a eulogy for his grandfather. A young man, with a long black
beard, black hat, payos and #zitzis, came forward and stepped up to the podium. He began speaking about his grandfather and it
was clear that he was a learned Talmid Chacham. This was, Rabbi Goodman found out, the young, non-religious pre-school
child that had attended his Day School almost thirty years earlier! He kept the spark of Judaism alive, and went to yeshivos
where he excelled, eventually marrying, raising an orthodox family and moving to Israel where he currently studies in Kollel!

What is even more amazing is that it took close to one hundred years for a descendant of the Sherpser Rov, to return to his

this young man and his children.

roots through a tiny spark that was kindled in pre-school and thirty years !ater ignited into a flame that would burn bright for

(2-N%) 19V DOIR /1 IR IR 10 0N WO D7 ... U MO DTN O PR Pt

Sw: An old chassidishe yid came to the Gerrer Rebbe, R’
Yisroel Alter ZT”’L (Beis Yisroel) for a blessing. He was
accompanied by a young man who looked to be totally out of
place. His choice of clothing, his hairstyle and the other
unbecoming accessories he wore, attested to his wayward
(chiloni) status. It was clear, though, by the way he cared for
and assisted the older man that he was his son.

When they entered the Rebbe’s inner sanctum, R’
Yisroel greeted the old man warmly. He yet remembered
him from the old country before the war and they spoke for

awhile with the old yid explaining that he felt he had little
time left in this world and had asked his son to help him
come one last time to visit with the Gerrer Rebbe.

The Rebbe looked at the young man and said, “I see that
you excel in the mitzvah of Kibbud Av - honoring your father.
You should know, however, that there is another father - our
Father in Heaven! Tell me, how do you plan to honor Him?”

“In any way the Rebbe tells me,” answered the son.

The Rebbe instructed him to put on fefillin every day and
the young man accepted. From that day forward, he never
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The posuk instructs a person to do Teshuvah (repentance)
no matter whether he experiences “blessings or curses.” We
know that trials and tribulations - “curses” - awaken a
person’s heart to repentance. But how is it possible that
“blessings” can bring one to repentance? Just the opposite,
the more one is blessed, the more he feels he has done
everything right - he has no need for repentance!

R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”’L explains by way of a
parable. This can be likened to a simple person who rebels
against the king. Instead of punishing the man, the king
gives him an important position. He brings him into his
palace and, little by little, raises him to a venerable level
until he is second only to the king himself. With all the
good the king has shown him, one would think the rebel
would be thrilled and yet, all he does is agonize over how
he could have possibly rebelled. Every day, his thoughts
were on one question: How could he have conspired against
such a good and merciful king? What can he do, now that
he is in a position of authority to make it up to his king?

The nimshal, explains the holy Baal Shem, is that we see
that even blessings, kindness and mercy can awaken great
repentance in a human being; in fact it can be so great that
it is felt deeper than any punishment could possibly effect.

In today’s time, many Jews “have it good” - they enjoy
prosperity, good health, a happy family life and fulfillment.
They do not experience many tribulations and thus do not
have the opportunities borne out of desperate situations to
turn to the Almighty and pour out their hearts in
repentance. Yet, such a person is certainly not exempt from
the mitzvah of Teshuvah. The way he must go about this
mitzvah is by recognizing all the good he has been given
and allow this thought to humble him to the point where he
feels guilty for ever having “rebelled” against Hashem.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The Malbim ZT”’L writes that Hashem is forewarning the
Jewish people that they will experience pain and suffering
at unprecedented levels - both in m> (quantity) and MoN
(quality) - if they do not follow the Torah. We cannot claim
that we didn’t know what would happen - Hashem is
sending us warning signals - almost on a daily basis!

R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”L once spent a memorable
Shabbos in Radin in the company of the holy Chofetz
Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen ZT”’L, in 5690 (1930).
At the end of Shalosh Seudos, during which the Chofetz
Chaim had eaten but a frugal meal, he announced, “It is
time to recite Birchas Hamazon,” and he started to bentch
like a simple Jew saying each word slowly, one at a time.

This was not unusual, until he reached the words, X on?"
"TRY DN DY WPOR N - “Have mercy, Hashem our G-d, on
Your people Israel.” Suddenly, it appeared as if something
came over him. He cried out: “Oy, oy!” and appeared to be
in pain. "7 Ywn WS D" - “For Zion, resting place of
Your Glory.” Again, R’ Yisroel Meir’s face contorted in
pain and he cried, “Oy, oy!” He continued in this manner
until he reached the end of the fourth and final blessing and
stopped (before the Harachamans). He then turned to his
guest and said, “I see what will be in ten years from now.
You don’t see, but I do. A great conflagration will burn!
Twelve million is child’s play!” In the middle of Birchas
Hamazon, the Chofetz Chaim had a vision of future events.

R’ Shimon didn’t understand and asked the person next to
him what the Chofetz Chaim meant with these comments. He
replied, “The Rebbi always talks about it. Twelve million is
the sum total of all those killed in the Great War (WWI).”

R’ Shimon never forgot this scene and for ten years, he
watched and waited fearfully for its realization. When the
second world war broke out, he knew it started to come true.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The sixteenth Perek of Tehilim - yem ™ 'n 119" - the chapter we say throughout the entire month of Elul, has many

allusions to the upcoming Yamim Noraim. We know that »N" refers to Rosh Hashana, and "ye>" refers to Yom Kippur.
Later on, the words, "1592 9% %" is a reference to Sukkos. The question is: Where do we find a hint to Elul in this chapter?
The answer is found towards the end of the perek: "n 2302 M >PINNN X9Y". If you turn the word "N around you

have "Nl The significance of the word "N»2" gives us tremendous insight into our avodah for this very special month of
the year. "N»0" means, “If only.” There are so many things in life we would have accomplished “IF ONLY” we had the
right circumstances! If only we had greater mental capabilities; If only we had a different upbringing; If only we had a better
family situation or successful financial conditions; If only we had more talent or opportunities; If only we had a happier
marriage or more intelligent children; If only we had a higher social standing or lived in a more insulated neighborhood; If
only I was brighter, more articulate, more outgoing, had better middos; If only something in my life was different - then I
would be able to do Teshuvah! Then I would be able to do or be all the things I should do and be!

Part of our avodah now, is to turn the "N99" - the “IF ONLY” - around and read it as ">ON" - LOUD and CLEAR! Now is
the time to change and improve, exactly with the circumstances Hashem has given us! It is Elul - time to Teshuvah NOW!

"IN 3TN PON P " - The matter is very close to you. Teshuvah is within everyone’s reach. Just leave out the "N9"!




